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TO 


LYDIA  WHITE. 

To  you,  who,  without  paying  undue 
deference  to  what  is  termed  the  world, 
have  succeeded  in  retaining  around 
you,  even  when  sickness  has  rendered 
you  incapable  of  exertion,  many  who 
are  distinguished  by  superiority  of  in- 
tellect and  literary  talents,  to  you  I 
venture  to  dedicate  these  pages ;  not 
that  I  think  them  worth  your  accept- 
ance, but  that  I  wish  to  prove  my 
grateful  recollection  of  your  kindness 
to  me  in  the  time  of  affliction^  and  also 
the  admiration  I  feel  for  the  courage 
and  patience  you  have  ever  manifested 


IV  DEDICATION. 

under  all  the  irritating  circumstance 
which  necessarily  attend  a  protracte 
illness.  To  cultivate  your  own  undei 
standings  to  consult  the  feelings,  an 
to  promote  the  happiness  of  othen 
have  ever  been  the  principal  objects  i 
your  life.  The  consequence  is,  tha 
even  at  this  moment,  when  malad 
presses  heavily  upon  you,  when  amusi 
ment  would  naturally  be  looked  for  i 
other  circles,  your  society  is  eager] 
sought  by  those  anxious  and  afiectioi 
ate  friends,  who  find  their  pleasure  i 
the  enjoyment  of  your  conversatioi 
and  in  the  contemplation  of  your  fo 
titude  and  magnanimity.  Though 
scarcely  venture  to  add  my  name  1 
the  list,  I  cannot  refrain  from   e: 


DEDICATION.  V 

pressing  the  interest  I  feel  for  you, 

and  my  respect  for  the  high  qualities 

vhich  you  possess  and  exert.    If  a  tale, 

l>ut  lightly  written,  amuse  you  even  for 

A  moment,  I  am  satisfied ;  and  when 

you  have  read  it,  you  will  know  the 

meaning  of  what  I  add, — ^**  may  Zeva- 

iir  be  ever  with  you !  *' 

Your  grateful  and 

affectionate  friend, 

THE  AUTHOR. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


Nil  spemat  aurk^  nee  tamen  credat  9iMim, 


According  to  the  doctrine  of  Manes, 
there  are  two  principles  from  which  all 
things  proceed,  and  by  which  all  things 
are  governed:  the  one  is  a  pure  and 
subtle  essence,  called  Light ;  and  the 
other  is  a  corrupt  substance;  called 
Darkness.  Each  of  these  is  subject  to 
a  superintending  Being,  whose  exist* 
euce  has  been  from  all  eternity.  The 
ruler  of  light  is  supremely  happy,  be- 
nevolent, and  good;    the  Prince  of 
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darkness  is  miserable  himself,  and  de- 
sirous of  rendering  others  miserable. 

These  two  Beings  are  said  to  have 
produced  an  innumerable  multitude  o 
creatures.  The  ofispring  of  light  are 
all  beautifiil  and  intelligent ;  whilst  the 
children  of  Darkness  are  in  every  re- 
spect the  reverse. 

The  following  history  was  written 
probably  with  the  intention  of  exem- 
plifying the  dangerous  power  of  the 
evU  agent,  if  his  influence  be  once  ad* 
mitted :  all  violence  of  feelings  pride» 
vanity,  love  itself,  if  not  kept  within 
due  sobordinatioii,  lead  to  his  abode* 
These  two  pirincijJes,  and  tlidr  emis- 
sarie8»  are  permitted  in  this  &bie^  as 
they  are  in  the  Legend  of  Faust,  and  in 
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many  other  works  of  fancy,  to  approach 
tlie  children  of  the  earth  in  human 
shape,  and  to  endeavour,  by  every  art, 
to  draw  them  into  their  power.     The 
precepts,  both  of  the  good  and  of  the 
evil  spirit,  are  originally  planted  in  the 
buman  breast ;   and  if  the  evil  agent 
appear  the  more  dexterous  assailant, 
and  to  meet  with  the  greater  success, 
it  is  that  the  good  principle  is  less  sus- 
picious than  his  opponent,  and  leaves 
his  followers  to  the  guardianship  of 
Innocence  in  a  probationary  world  of 
difficulty,  allurement,  and  temptation. 
It  is  to  be  remarked,  that  in  this  fable 
the  good  spirit,  in  the  beautiful  and 
youthful  form  of  a  boy,  hovers  around 
his  charge,  and  continues  a  favourite 
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until  passion  awakens  in  her  breast ; 
her  violence  then  drives  him  from  her^ 
whilst  the  tempter,  by  encouraging  her 
errors,  endeavours  to  obtain  her  for  his 
own* 

The  moral  of  the  tale  appears  to  be, 
that  he,  who  remains  amidst  the  busy 
scenes  of  Hfe,  himself  without  employ- 
men^  is  in  constant  danger  of  be* 
comii^.lli^  prey  of  wicked  feelings  and 
corrupt  passions ;  for  as  use  preserves 
iron  finmi  rust,  so  labour  and  exertion 
purify  and  invigorate  the  soul. 

There  is  beauty  in  this  fable — ^there 
is  excellence  in  its  moral :  but  he  who 
attempts  to  relate  it  is  unskilled  even 
in  the  common  rules  of  composition, 
and  fesu^  he  shall  not  do  his  subject 
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justice.    No  friend  ever  requested  me 
toirrite;  no  flatterer^  no  admirer  seeks 
oiydoor:  I  have  been  struck  too,  in  the 
midst  of  my  undertaking,  by  affliction) 
and  neither  my  mind  nor  my  frame 
are  equal  to  the  task  proposed.    The 
beast  of  prey,  when  weary  and  wounded, 
retires  to  his  lair  and  effiices  even  the 
track  wluch  leads  to  his  retreat }  but 
he  retires  growling,  and  at  enmity  with 
every  thing  around  him.     I,  too,  have 
left  the  world,  yet  my  heart  is  with 
those  I  have  left.    My  fellow-creatures 
are  the  objects  of  my  unceasing  in- 
terest, sympathy,  and  affection.  I  write, 
then,  in  the  hope  of  pleasing  diem.     I 
write  also  for  myself;  it  is  society  to 
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me;  it  is  a  link  which  yet  binds  me, 
for  one  moment  at  least,  to  those  who 
are  journeying  on  the  same  road  with 
myself,  and  to  the  same  end.   To  those 
who,  like  myself,  in  this  busy  scene, 
live  and  enjoy  life  as  it  passes  by,  taking 
its  goods  and  ills,  its  ups  and  downs,  as 
they  occur,  not  indeed  with  indiffer- 
ence, but  with  resignation,  remember- 
ing how  soon  it  must  end,  catching  at 
its  briUiant   appearapces,    or  gazing 
upon  its  beautiful  varieties,  with  the 
mournful,  but  endearing  certainty,  that 
it  is  for  the  last  time,  even  as  they  pass, 
that  they  behold  them.   From  my  soli- 
tude I  can  contemplate  the  actions  of 
others,  and  join  in  their  passions,  in- 
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terests,  and  afflictions^  with  a  deeper, 
although  a  calmer,  feeling  than  when 
mingling  with  the  crowd. 

For  it  is,  when  alone,  that  the  heart 
can  appreciate  the  pleasures  of  friend- 
ship; can  feel  how,  by  neglect  or 
error,  it  has  chilled  and  sent  far  from 
it  all  that  made  life  delightful.  It  is 
when  alone,  that  the  beauties  of  nature 
— the  loveliness  of  virtue — the  good- 
ness and  beneficence  of  God  burst  upon 
the  mind ;  and  our  own  faults,  in  all 
their  sad  realities,  appear  before  us. 
The  only  communication  the  wretch, 
who  has  exiled  himself  from  the  world, 
or  is  sent  from  it,  holds  with  his  fellow- 
creatures,  is  by  books :  with  what  de- 
light he  reads  over  the  thoughts  of 
others !  how  he  admires  the  excellencies 
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of  their  works !  Jiow  he  forgives  their 
blemishes^  even  if  he  perceives  them ! 
if  he  occasionally  receive  a  guest,  with 
what  a  warmth  of  heart  he  greets  and 
hears  him !  for  solitude,  while  it  calms 
the  mind,  strengthens  the  feelings  and 
the  affections.    Yet  after  all,  it  must 
still  be  continually  felt,  that  it  never 
was  intended  to  be  the  condition  of 
man — he  is  not  generally  fitted  for  it ; 
it  is  only,  therefore,  when  a  human 
being  finds  himself  unable  to  submit 
his  mind  to  the  guidance  of  reason, 
when  the  occurrences  of  life  grieve  and 
perplex,  or  please  and  attract  him  more 
than  is  meet,  that  it  is  wise  to  retire 
from  society,  and  view  from  a  distance 
those  scenes  in  which  he  finds  himself 
unfitted  to  engage. 
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Should  thosey  who  are  of  a  tempera^ 
ment  thus  painfully  8usceptible»  remain 
amidst  the  ordinary  commerce  of  the 
worlds  all  around  them  will  continually 
play  upon  and  harass  their  feelings, 
without,  perchance,  intending  it«  The 
rude  and  the  thoughtless  may  work 
upon  the   pas^ons  without   compre- 
hending their  force  or  their  extent: 
they  may  break  the  heart  without  ma- 
lice or  design.    Let  us  then  spare  both 
others  and  ourselves;  let  us  cease  to 
run  the  hazard  of  continued  suffering, 
nor  obtrude  ourimperfections  upon  our 
fellow-creatures.    It  is  time  to  wean 
ourselves  from  society,  when  we  feel 
that  we  can  no  longer  contribute  any 
thing  to  its  amusement ;  that,  though 
we  have  not  lost  the  feelings  of  bene- 
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volence,  we  have  lost  that  congeniality 
of  disposition,  which  alone  can  render 
us  agreeable  to  the  world.    Let  us  ab-^ 
stain  firom  borrowing,  when  we  know 
our  circumstances  to  be  such  as  disable 
us  from  repaying.     When  the  expe- 
rience of  years  has  convinced  us,  that 
such  is  the  settled  habit  of  our  mind, 
we  have  surely  received,  both  from  time 
and  from  reason,  an  admcmitioQ  suf- 
ficioDt  to  induce  us  to  withdraw — 

Wilk  sober  off,  bdm  »  spiigktlier  ap 
Coae  tklcniig  <n  and  s^ve  OS  finoM  ^ke  stige  ; 
Laf«  tkose  to  tiifle  vhk  mmc  gnce  vadtaat, 
WkoM  iottf  pfeftses,  and  wlKuse  61fis  pkasc. 

Ada  Rds,  the  once-tamous  CMsair, 
the  merchant,  the  tiavf^er,  the  Don 
Juan  of  hb  dav.  wrote  his  lil^,  and  left 
it  K  a  l^XT  to  his  successscMDs.     His 
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treasures  he  buried,  his  slaves  he 
stnugledf  his  wives  he  suffocated,  but 
tins  MS.  he  left  for  die  benefit  of 
mankind;  I  have  not  translated  the 
part  which  related  to  his  amours,  not 
the  confession  of  his  crimes,  not  the 
catalogue  of  his  wise  sayings,  but  the 
simple  narrative  of  what  occurred  to 
himself  and  to  his  daughter,  that  those 
who  read  may  place  the  awful  record  in 
their  hearts  and  learn  to  worship  God, 
and  to  be  humble  in  themselves. — 
Yet  need  this  lesson  be  taught  by  Ada 
Reis? — Is  it  not  impressed  upon  every 
object  ?  Is  it  not  the  sole  certain  dis- 
covery of  all  our  travels,  and  the  termi- 
nation of  all  our  undertakings.  Like 
Humboldt^  should  we  traverse  the  vast 
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Savannahs,  or  climb  mid-way  up  the 
Andes,  till  our  breath  cease  and  our 
brain  grow  giddy;  like  Park*,  should 
we  perish  in  following  the  course  of 
the  Niger ;  or  sail  through  rough  seas, 
and  mountains  of  ice,  to  pass  the  dark 
and  dreary  winter  with  the  white  bears 
and  the  Arctic  wolves :  still  the  great- 
ness and  goodness  of  the  Creator  is 
manifest  in  every  thing.  Man  has  no 
reason  to  be  proud.  Napoleon,  having 
conquered  the  most  powerful  nations 
of  the  civilized  world,  was  left  to  die 
a  prisoner  upon  a  barren  rock ;  and 
Uelzonii  having  with  difficulty  opened 
a  temple,  the  wcmder  and  pride  of 
man,  perchance  the  sepulchre  of  kings, 
found  in  it  a  loathsome  toad,  its  sole 
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proprietor. — ^Aias!  man  has  little  cause 
to  be  proud.    If  ambition  impel  him 

to  exertion,  let  him  note  its.  end }  if 

learning  attract  him,  he  may 

"  Dradge/iike  Selden,  days  tad  nights^ 
And  in  the  endless  labour  die." 

If  beauty— if  love  allure  him,  let  him 
remember  the  founder  of  La  Trappe ; 
raise,  like  him,  the  funeral  pall,  see 
what  youth  and  beauty  will  be  in  one 
little  hour,«and,  like  Armand  de  Ran- 
cey,  divest  himself  of  such  illusions, 
turn  to  a  monastery,  and  dote  no  more. 
But  to  return  to  my  tale. 

The  sun  had  set,  and  the  stars  were 
seen  reflected  in  the  vapour  of  the  vast 
desert,  as  if  it  had  been  in  the  bosom 
of  a  lake.     Thousands  of  years  had 
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caused  that  black  dye  with  which  tb 
rocks  and  the  beds  of  the  waters  of  thi 
Oronooko  are  deeply  tinged  3:  jn  thii 
solitude,  where  the  great  river,  witl 
its  frothy  boiling  waters,*  seemed  to 
have  burst  through  the  thick  uninha- 
bited woods  and  huge  masses  of  gra- 
nite, Religion,  in  these  latter  days,  had 
consecrated  one  single  spot,  where^ 
with  the  trunks  of  palm-trees  and  ba- 
nanaSj  far  above  the  plain  ypon  a  jut- 
ting rock,  a  small  chapel  had  been 
built,  as  it  is  said,  by  the  Jesuits*  The 
natives  affirm,  that  a  female,  who  was 
a  child  of  the  Sun,  had  come  there  in  a 
pirogue^  from  tlie  Rio  Negro,  and  had 
remained  there  until  the  day  of  her 
death.    Many  years  had  not  changed 
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the  beauty  and  serenity  of  her  counte- 
nance ;  many  years  of  solitude  and  la- 
bour had  but  little  impaired  the  vigour 
of  her  nund :  severe  austerities,  bad 
food,  and  little  sleep,  had  taken  from 
the  outward  form  some  of  its  lustre 
and  freshness,  but  the  countenance, 
the  smile,  the  vigorous  mind  still  re- 
mained,— she  had  repented  of  errors 
— perhaps  of  crimes ;  like  the  golden 
serpent  with  the  heVi^  she  had  thrown 
off  the  outward  skin  and  the  renewed 
one  was  fraught  with  beauty: — she  had 
severed  herself,  it  seemed,  from  every 
earthly  tie ;  she  had  fixed  her  hopes  in 
heaven ;  she  might  be  said  in  that  wide 
desert  to  exist  alone  in  order  to  pray, 
repent,  and  succour  the  unfortunate. 
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Like  a  pitying  saint»  she  descended 
from  her  solitude,  when  called  upon  bj 
the  voice  of  lamentation ;  and  she,  who 
was  now  invulnerable  to  the  incite- 
ments of  worldly  vanity,  passion,^  and 
interest,  was  more  open  than  ever  to 
those  of  humanity.  She  attended  the 
death-bed  of  the  friendless:  from  plants 
she  extracted  food  and  opiates,  to 
soothe  the  pain  and  sickness  of  the 
poor  Indians  ;  she  wept  with  the  af- 
flicted, and  prayed  by  the  couch  of  the 
djdng  sinner. 

In  this  manner  she  passed  her  days, 
until  she  grew  so  old  and  infirm,  that 
her  senses  and  limbs  began  to  fail  her ; 
she  was  afraid  heaven  had  forgotten 
her,  and  that  death  would  never  release 
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her.  Tliere  was  a  Greek  air  she  much 
wished  to  hear  again,  for  she  had  heard 
it  in  her  yoath ;  but  her  memory  now 
was  almost  gone,  her  eyes  were  dim, 
and  her  voice  was  feeble.  One  even* 
ing  the  remembrance  of  that  song  re- 
turned*; it  came  to  her,  she  said,  in  a 
dream,  just  as  she  had  heard  it  here* 
tofore; — she  sung  it,  and  her  voice  was 
sweet  and  full ;  that  very  evening  she 
died.  A  Bible  was  in  her  cell,  the  calm 
of  faith  was  still  upon  her  countenance. 
She  was  buried  by  Jesuits  at  the  foot  of 
that  lonely  chapel  where  this  MS.  was 
found ;  it  is  part  in  the  Arabic,  part 
in  the  Spanish,  and  part  in  the  Inga 
tongue.  This  history  is  undoubtedly 
that  of  the  fair  stranger,  and  of  her 
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father ;  for  the  name  of  Ada  Reis  and 
Fiormonda  are  inscribed  upon  the  stone 
of  rough  granite,  \vhich  has  been  rolled 
down  upon  her  grave,  as  an  index  of 
the  spot  in  which  by  Christian  hands 
she  was  interred.  She  died  herself  a 
Christian: — ^yetthe  manzanillo^ grows 
upon  her  grave ;  no  herb,  no  creeping 
thing,  not  even  the  wild  beast  can  live 
within  the  circle  of  its  poisonous  in- 
fluence :  it  rears  its  proud  head  higher 
than  other  trees,  as  if  reaching  to  the 
skies,  and  its  tempting  fruit  hangs 
upon  its  branches,  alluring  the  passing 
traveller;  but  nature  in  the  meanwhile 
seems  to  warn  the  most  ignorant,  by 
the  loneliness  of  its  vicinity,  that  to 
approach  it  is  dangerous,  and  to  eat  of 
it  is  death. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

Ada  Reis  appears  to  have  been  one 
of  those  daring  characters  which  hu- 
man nature  produces  now  and  tlien : 
one  of  those  men  who  awe  and  over- 
power all  the  feeble  and  many  of  the 
stronger  minded,  by  the  success  of 
their  enterprises;  and  who  at  last  sa- 
tisfy and  silence  reproach  and  indigna- 
tion by  the  suddenness  of  their  fall  and 
the  greatness  of  their  punishment.  In 
the  history  which  he  gives  of  himself, 
he  dwells  long  upon  the  little  pecu- 
liarities of  his  boyish  feelings,  whilst 
he  mentions  but  brief!)  his  birth  and 
early   adventures.     The    account    is, 
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that  he  was  a  Georgian  j-^that  he  was 
sold  by  his  parents  for  a  trifling  sum ; 
that  when  he  parted  from  her,  a  jew- 
elled ring  was  tied  into  his  cap  by  his 
mother,  to  save  him  from  the  power  of 
witchcraft ;  and  that,  after  a  variety  of 
narrow  escapes,  he  fell  into  the  hands 
of  one  Adamo  Remolo,  a  Genoese 
merchant,  who  gave  him  the  best  edu- 
cation  he  could  afford,  placed  him  in 
an  academy  at  Pisa,  and,  when  he 
died,  bequeathed  him  a  small  property 
and  his  name. 

From  Pisa,  the  young  Adamo,  after 
a  long  series  of  adventures,  was  taken 
to  be  page  of  honour  to  the  grand  duke 
of  Tuscany,  at  whose  court  he  soon 
distinguished  himself  by  feats  of  early 
prowess,  and  a  most  untameable  spirit. 
His  violent  temper,  his  extraordinary 
talents,  his  surprising  beauty,  and  fear- 
less disposition,  soon  gained  him  a  suf- 
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ficient  number  both  of  friends  and 
enemies.  He  wa^  flattered  by  the  wo* 
men,  commended  by  princes,  feared 
by  dependents,  and  trampled  upon  by 
superiors.  In  this  school  he  became 
cunning  and  corrupt  enough  for  a 
court :  but,  in  order  to  succeed  in  pa- 
laces, caution,  reserve,  submission,  dis- 
simulation, are  also  necessary ;  and  for 
these  he  was  utterly  unfitted  by  the 
violence  and  impetuosity  of  his  dispo- 
sition. The  consequence  of  repeated 
error  was  his  final  dismissal. 

Stung  to  the  heart  and  enraged,  in- 
stead of  entering  the  army,  according 
to  the  orders  he  had  received,  he 
escaped,  and  hired  himself  to  a  mer- 
chant bound  to  Spain.  His  imagina- 
tion had  been  excited,  by  reading  the 
histories  of  Corsairs  and  of  their  ex- 
ploits ;  he  ardently  desired  a  life  of  peril 
and  adventure,  his  turbulent  spirit  ill 
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enduring  any  species  of  confinement ; 
and,  young  as  he  then  was,  he  ap- 
peared already  to  have  studied  and  to 
have  detested  European  manners.     In 
this  part  of  his  narration  we  meet  with 
vehement  censures  of  kings  and  men 
in  power  (censures  ever  loudest  from 
the  mouths  of  those  who   are  them- 
selves  the  most  tyrannical) ;  appeals  to 
established  laws,   and  invocations  of 
national  justice ;  both  very  incongru- 
ous, when  proceeding  from  Ada  Reis, 
— he  who  knew  neither  how  to  submit 
himself  to  the  one,  nor  to  act  accord- 
ing to  the  other. 

Omitting  these  and  other  reflections, 
we  hasten  on  to  the  period  of  his  em- 
barkation, at  which  he  tells  us  that, 
for  the  first  time  in  his  short  life,  he 
felt  himself  independent.  Gating 
upon  the  ocean,  he  knelt  down  in 
transport,  and  solemnly  vowed  to  de- 
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vote  himself  entirely  to  that  element 
From  that  hour  he  became  indefatiga- 
ble in  the  pursuit  of  what  he  calls 
glory  and  gain.  From  the  merchant 
ship  he  entered  an  Algerine  galley,  on 
board  of  which  he  served  above  a  year ; 
but  the  Algerine  Reis,  or  captain, 
broke  his  engagement  with  him,  and 
treated  him  with  contumely:  he  re- 
solved to  be  revenged.  He  had  gained, 
by  his  talents  and  courage,  the  affec- 
tions of  the  crew :  he  seized  his  oppor- 
tunity, murdered  his  enemy,  declared 
himself  a  convert  to  the  religion  of 
Mahomet,  and,  with  the  assistance  of 
the  second  in  command,  gave  every 
order,  and  assumed  the  title  as  well  as 
the  authority  of  Reis  8. 

He  fought  many  well-contested 
battles,  and  visited  many  countries, 
where  his  spirit  of  defiance,  and  thirst 
for  novelty,  continually  led  him  into 
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some  desperate  and  perilous  adven- 
ture. He  was  once  made  prisoner 
and  carried  into  Spain,  where  he  fell 
deeply  in  love  with  a  lady  of  rank,  by 
whose  favour  he  was  liberated;  andafler 
again  meeting  with  much  of  strange 
and  marvellous  fortune,  he  finally 
Settled  at  Tripoly,  in  the  twentieth 
year  of  his  age.  He  there  paid  court 
successfully  to  the  Reis  of  the  Pasha's 
fleet,  and  by  his  means  obtained  much 
power  and  many  privileges.  The 
light  of  true  religion  once,  he  con- 
fesses, had  dawned  upon  his  mind,  but 
he  now  gave  himself  up  entirely  to 
infidelity,  and  its  usual  concomitant, 
idle  superstition^  and  a  blind  belief  in 
wizards  and  sorcerers.  The  sacred 
rites  of  Christianity  became  the  sub- 
ject of  his  derision  j  and  though,  in 
fact,  he  believed  as  little  in  Mahomet, 
he  had  the  policy  to  disguifie  his  in- 
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credulity,  and  never  publicly  to  ofiend 
the  opinions  of  the  people  of  the  coun« 
try  amongst  whom  at  any  period  he 
resided. 

At  length  the  Pasha  ^  of  Tripoly, 
having  heard  much  of  his  courage, 
himself  sent  for  him,  and  intrusted 
him  with  a  secret  commission,  which 
he  executed  so  speedily  and  success- 
fully as  to  gain  considerable  credit  and 
influence  with  that  prince.    It  was 
even  rumoured  that  one  of  the  Pasha's 
daughters  would  be  given  to  him  in 
marriage.     However  this  might  be,  he 
was  placed  in  a  very  high  situation 
near  the  Bey  ^^,  as  his  own  particular 
Keis.     That  title  too  was  confirmed  to 
him,  and.  he  was  treated  with  every 
mark  of  favour  and  respect. 

Ada  Reis,  as  he  was  now  commonly 
called,  was  of  a  commanding  stature : 
he  had  a  vigorous  mind,  at  times  even 
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rising  to  the  sublime ;  but  he  was  fond 
of  low  company  and  buffoonery,  and 
in  particular  of  making  bad  jests  and 
telling  long  stories.  His  passions,  un- 
governable beyond  all  control,  betray- 
ed him  to  the  very  verge  of  madness : 
he  was  stubborn  as  well  as  violent ;  he 
could  bear  the  most  acute  pain,  and 
intense  fatigue,  with  the  passive  en- 
durance of  an  Indian.  He  spoke  the 
Turkish  and  Greek  languages  like  a 
native,  and,  from  having  occasionally 
accompanied  the  Bedouins  across  their 
deserts,  he  acquired  their  dialect. 

He  visited  Mecca  in  company  with 
two  of  the  caravans  from  Morocco. 
He  was  once  overtaken  by  a  dreadful 
storm,  on  his  passage  from  Constanti- 
nople, with  some  Greek  slaves  for  his 
master  the  Bey,  on  which  occasion, 
had  it  not  been  for  his  extraordinary 
skill  and  courage,  the  vessel  and  crew 
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must  have  perished.  But  that  which 
gained  him  the  highest  estimation 
amongst  the  Tripolitans  was  the 
bravery  and  cunning  with  which  he 
opposed  the  Arabs,  who  were  making 
formidable  incursions  on  their  territo- 
ries.  Yet  in  despite  of  these  successes 
nor  ladies'  love  nor  a  monarch's  favour 
could  detain  him  long  on  shore.  His 
delight  was  in  active  pursuits  and  rash 
adventures ;  and  these  he  was  sure  to 
meet  with  whilst  cruizing  about  with 
his  fearless  crew :  then  would  he  ex- 
ult,  whilst  sailing  on  the  beautiful 
Mediterranean,  and,  throwing  aside 
his  pipe  and  perfumes,  sing  with  his 
merry  followers,  and  laugh  triumph- 
antly, as  his  swift  vessel  glided  amongst 
the  Islands  of  the  Archipelago.  He 
would  drink,  too,  and  that  with  such 
intemperance,  that  many,  afraid  of  its 
injuring  his  health,   or  inflaming  his 
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already  furious  passions,  besought  him 
to  refrain ;  but,  deriding  their  coun- 
sels,  and  mocking  at  their  fears,  "  Not 
drink!**  he  cried,  "by  Allah,  or  by 
Mahomet,,  or  by  all  the  holy  saints  of 
Christendom,  wine  and  spirits  are  the 
soul  of  life  !*•  And  early  he  had  learn- 
ed to  qiiaff  the  intoxicating  draught, 
which  opened  every  cell  where  fancy 
slept,  putting  to  flight  each  sluggish, 
and  dormant  thought,  and  adding 
Hght  and  fire  to  those  that  remained. 

Gaily  and  prosperously  passed  the 
first  years  of  his  youth,  till  ambition, 
overcoming  the  love  of  pleasure,  pos-i 
sessed  itself  entirely  of  his  mind,  and 
he  became  acquainted  iwith  a  man  as 
wicked  and  as  desperate  as  himself. 
In  the  morning  early,. and  in.the  even- 
ing late,  he  had  continually  observed 
a  Jew  passing  before  the  Keis  of  the 
Marine's  house  looking  long  and  fix- 


ADA    K£I8.  11 

edly  upon  the  sea,  as  if  expecting  the 
return  of  some  vessel.  He  inquired  of 
many  the  name  and  business  of  this 
man,  and  their  answer  was  always,  '*  It 
is  Kabkarra,  the  Jew.** 

"  And  who  is  Kabkarra  ?*' 

**  He  who  has  sold  himself  to  Zu- 
banyann,  the  son  of  the  famous  Shaffou 
Paca,  who  came  from  Egypt  to  take 
care  of  the  Pasha's  harem  ^\  and  who 
now  lives  with  Lilla  Amani  i2.*» 

"  And  who  is  Zubauyann  ?** 

"  He  is  the  evil  spirit  who  is  seen 
in  the  desert,  and  ofV.en  destroys  the 
weary  traveller.** 

This  account  Ada  Reis  received 
from  the  gaping  multitude,  and,  wild 
and  absurd  as  it  appeared,  it  still  gave 
him  a  desire  to  become  acquainted 
with  this  mysterious  individual. 
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CHAPTER  11. 

A  GREAT  rivalship  and  contention 
existed  at  this  time  among  the  mer- 
chants at  Tripoly,  in  the  sale  of  certain 
pearls  of  a  particular  size  and  colour, 
which  were  in  the  greatest  request,  and 
highly  valued  at  some  of  the  African 
and  Asiatic  courts.    Two  of  the  Moor- 
ish merchants  being  aware  that  Kab- 
karra  alone  possessed  any  quantity  of 
these  pearls,  proposed  to  Ada  Reis  to 
assist  them  in  obtaining  them  from  him. 
Kabkarra  had  refused  many,  but  it 
was  thought  he  would  not  refuse  the 
insinuating  and  all-powerful  Ada  Reis, 
who  upon  being  asked  by  Muley  Hadgi 
and  Yusuph  Seid,  the  two  merchants 
in  question,  if  he  would  risk  a  part  of 
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his  property  in  this  enterprise,  "  Not 
apart,"  he  replied, — "the  whole;  for 
in  whatever   Ada   Reis  takes  an  in- 
terest, he  considers  his  life  and  fortune 
as  of  no  account,  and  this  ensures  his 
success/*     Kabkarra  had  besides  these 
pearls,  in  his  possession  a  famous  sabre, 
a  Damascus  blade  ^^  said  to  have  be- 
longed to  Melchior,  one  of  the  three 
Magi  Kings :  this  also  was  to  Ada  Reis 
an  object  of  the  most  intense  desire ; 
but  upon  inquiry,  it  was  discovered  that 
Kabkarra  had  just  departed  with  the 
caravan  for  Egypt.     It  was  not,  how- 
ever,  in  Ada  Reis's  character  either 
to  abandon  or   to  postpone  the  exe- 
cution of  his  intentions ;  and  therefore, 
in  the  hope  of  either  overtaking  him  or 
meeting  him  on  his  return,  he  made 
hasty  preparations  for  his  journey,  and 
set  forth  with  the  two  merchants  upon 
this  expedition.    Their  provisions  were 
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scanty,  and  soon  exhausted ;  the  wea- 
ther was  intensely  hot,  and  for  many 
days  they  traversed  the  burning  sands 
with  no  other  refreshment  than  a  bag 
of  meal  and  some  water  in  their  girbas, 
whilst  at  night  they  were  pierced  by 
insufferable  cold^*.  Muley  Hadgi  and 
Yusuph  Seid,  who  were  neither  gifted 
with  courage  nor  fortitude,  immediately 
insisted  upon  returning,  observing  that 
the  pearls  and  sabre  would  be  of  no 
avail,  if  their  lives  were  lost,  which 
must  be  the  consequence  of  this  un- 
expected detention  of  the  caravan,  and 
tedious  sojourning  in  the  desert ;  but 
Ada  Reis  laughed  at  their  fears,  and 
showed  them,  by  his  own  example,  how 
to  bear  privation  and  danger  without  a 
murmur,  observing  that  now  it  were 
as  well,  in  fact,  for  them  to  proceed  as 
to  return. 

They  shortly  after  met  with  a  pil- 
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grim  who  had  been  wounded,  and  who 
informed  them  that  a  horde  of  Arabs 
having  fallen  in  with  them,  had,  after 
a  severe  contest,  pillaged  and  put  to 
flight  Jews,   Christians,   Mussulmen» 
and  Pagans ;  many  were  left  dead  or 
mortaliy  wounded,  others  had  returned, 
and  some  had  been  utterly  lost  in  the 
deserts.    The  sands  were  strewed  with 
the  booty  which  had  fallen  from  the 
grasp  of  the  plunderers;  and  the  mer- 
chants found  bags  of  gold-dust^^  and 
other  treasures,  as  they  pursued  their 
way.     As  it  grew  dark,  Muley  Hadgi 
and  Yusuph  Seid  reiterated  their  ur- 
gent entreaties  to  Ada  Reis  that  he 
would  return.     An  evil  spirit,  however, 
had  taken  possession  of  his  heart,  and 
he  resolved  to  murder  his  two  aged 
companions,   and   pursue  his   course 
alone.      He    seized  the   opportunity 
whilst  they  slept,  and,  having  slain  them. 
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possessed  himself  of  their  camets,  and 
the  treasures  which  they  had  with  them. 
The  horrid  deed  was  no  sooner  done 
than  he  looked  fearfully  round,  and  be- 
held, to  his  amazement,  on  the  bound- 
less desert  before  him,  one  human  be- 
ing who  had  witnessed  his  cruelty,  and 
who  now  appeared  watching  him  with 
immoveable  calmness,  enveloped  in  a 
dark  heiram:  he  w^as  armed  with  a 
long  match-musket,  the  weapon  of  the 
wandering  tribe  to  which  he  appeared 
to  belong*^ ;  he  wore  a  belt  inscribed 
with  Arabic  characters:  his  air  was 
noble  and  haughty,  his  figure  above 
the  middle  size,  his  features  were  per- 
fectly regular  and  strongly  marked,  his 
complexion  nearly  black.  **  Who  are 
you?"  at  length  said  Ada  Reis. 

"I  am,"  replied  the  stranger,  "a 
sovereign  of  the  desert,  and  I  know 
you,  and  the  deed  you  have  done." 
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*^Vf hence  come  you?''  rejoined  Ada 
R^is,  undauntedly. 

^'like  the  bird  of  passage/'  said  the 
Arab,  mournfully^  ^'  I  have  no  settled 
habitation :  sometimes,  like  the  gazelle, 
I  roam  the  plain  of  the  desert;  some- 
timesy  like  the  eagle,  I  make  my  nest 
upon  the  summit  of  the  mountain." 

"  You  are  not  an  Arab  sheik*^,'*  said 
Ada  Reis,  looking  steadfastly  at  him. 
"The  arms  you  bear,  your  belted 
girdle^^  and  that  dark  heiram,  cannot 
disguise  you  from  me ;  you  are  a  Jew, 
the  Jew  I  am  in  search  of.  By  the 
prophet,  you  are  Kabkarra!" 

"Sayest  thou  so,"  retorted  the 
stranger,  and  laughed. 

Ada  Reis  prepared  to  strike  his 
yattagan  into  the  heart  of  the  Jew, 
for  he  feared  him.  The  stranger  moved 
not ;  but  the  blunted  weapon  struck  as 
upon  a  breast-plate  of  iron,  and  Ada 
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Reis,  confounded,  threw  himself  upon 
his  face  at  his  feet,  sa3dng,  "I  am 
lost !" 

"Arise!'*  said  the   stranger,  "fear 
me   not.     I  am  the  Jew,  who,  by  di- 
stant travelling,  and  a  courage  like 
your  own,   have  possessed  myself  of 
hard-earned  wealth.     I  know  a  place, 
not  sii^teen  fathoms  deep  in  the  sea, 
where  pearls  grow  bigger  than  the 
eider's  egg.     I  have  in  my  pay  many 
slaves,    who  bring    me    gold-dust   in 
abundance.  We  have  been  attacked  and 
plundered,  but  seeing  the  danger,  I 
joined  the  enemy,  and  having  seized 
upon  this  habit,  was  in  quest  of  assist- 
ance.    I  wear  triple-steel  upon  my 
breast,  on  my  back,  and  round  iny 
throat  a  collar,  which  once  resisted  the 
Hamper's  shawP^.     I  am  rich  and  pow- 
erful J  but,  alas !  Ada  Reis,  what  are 
all  the  riches  of  the  earth  without  a 
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friend?  You  are  well  known  to  me; 

we  are  both  in  the  prime  of  youth; 

the  world  lies  before  us ;  swear  upon 

this  sword  the  Arab's  oath, — swear 
that  treachery  shall  never  enter  your 
mind  or  heart;  let  us  henceforward 
be  united.**  Saying  which,  the  stranger 
opened  a  sack,  and  displayed  the  pearls 
of  which  Ada  Reis  had  heard  so  much. 

But  Ada  Reis  only  begged  to  have  the 
sabre,  at  which  the  Jew  smiled,  and, 
drawing  it  from  a  plain  scabbard,  the 
air  was  scented  by  the  perfume  of  tlie 
blade;  and  the  mystic  device  of  the 
Magi  King,  beautifully  and  curiously 
engraved,  excited  his  utmost  admi- 
ration.  Ada  Reis  eagerly  accepted  it; 
the  Jew  gracefully  presented  it,  bid- 
ding him  not  only  retain  the  sword,  but 
in  future  adopt  the  sigil  of  the  King 
of  the  East  as  his  own ;  after  which  he 
conversed  upon  a  variety  of  subjects 
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with  the  grace  and  ease  of  one  bred  in 
the  most  polished  courts,  so  as  entirely 
to  win  the  heart  of  his  companion. 
They  then  returned  to  the  camels,  and 
proceeded  upon  their  lonely  journey. 
In  replacing  the  baggage  upon  the 
animals,  Ada  Reis  shrunk  back  on 
touching  the  stiff  cold  hand  of  Muley 
Hadgi ;  at  this  Kabkarra  laughed. 

The  following  day,  as  they  were  slowly 
proceeding  ontheir  way  to  Tripoly,  they 
were  joined  by  several  of  the  dispersed 
travellers  of  the  caravan.  The  sky, 
clear  till  now,  became  dark  and  heavy ; 
the  sun  appeared  to  lose  its  splendour, 
and  assume  a  violet  colour ;  the  atmo- 
sphere became  thick,  and  filled  with 
dust;  the  beasts  could  scarcely  breathe 
from  the  excessive  heat;  Ada  Reis 
felt  unable  to  support  himself;  the  Jew 
alone  seemed  not  to  heed  the  coming 
storm.  As  gasping  and  faint  the  travel- 
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lers  and  the  camels  proceeded,  not  a 
leafy  not  a  tree,  was  to  be  seen;  no 
shelter  near  for  thirty  miles ;  one  burn- 
ing waste  of  endless  sand  met  the  eye ; 
not  a  drop  of  water,  but  what  they  had 
with  them,  could  be  procured.    When 
the  wind  rose,  the  sands  flew  like  the 
waves  and  spray  of  the  foaming  ocean, 
and  enveloped  them :  it  was  then  that, 
with  a  laugh  and  a  yell,  Kabkarra  de- 
stroyed, one  by  one,  the  wretched  be- 
ings who  were  dragging  along  a  part 
of  their  property,  and  desiring  Ada 
Reis  to  assist  him,  placed  what  booty 
appeared  most  valuable  on  their  own 
camel.      They  then  slew  the  rest  of 
these  animals,  in  order  to  procure  the 
water  they  contained,  and,  mounted 
upon  the   only  survivor,    reached   a 
Moorish  hut,  drank  of  the  lakaby^ 
presented  to  them,  and  ate  of  the  plain 
fare  offered  to  them,  with  rapturous 
delight. 
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After  all  these  horrors  Ada  Reis 
fell  asleep  upon  the  mat  prepared 
for  him,  nor  awakened  till  the  ensuing 
morning,  ^when  opening  his  eyes  he 
found  his  companion  was  gone.  The 
sabre  he  had  left,  with  some  of  the 
most  valuable  of  the  pearls,  and  a  paper 
written  in  the  Arabic  tongue,  which 
said,  "Farewell!  beloved:  we  shall 
meet  again.  Remember  the  Jew  Kab- 
karra.  Continue  thy  course:  a  mon- 
arch's crown  awaits  thee,  in  a  land 
where  diamonds  and  emeralds  shall  be 
strewn  under  thy  feet,  and  where  the 
blood  of  the  innocent  may  flow,  with- 
out fear  of  revenge/' 

Ada  Reis  was  alarmed,  and  yet 
delighted  by  this  epistle ;  the  vainest 
hopes  of  ambition  filled  his  mind. 
He  returned,  however,  to  Tripoly,  and 
thought  more  of  the  promise  made 
to  him,  than  of  the  wicked  deeds 
he  had    done.     In    the    space   of  a 
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month  after  these  events,  he  was 
offered  the  place  of  the  Great  Chiah  ^\ 
the  late  Chiah  being  dead.  This 
is  one  of  the  highest  and  most 
powerful  ojBSces  of  the  state,  and  for 
that  very  reason  the  most  envied  and 
suspected,  so  that  it  was  more  than 
probable  the  successor  to  it  would  be 
strangled  or  poisoned,  as  the  last  had 
been.  Ada  Reis  most  earnestly  be- 
sought that  he  might  be  permitted  to 
decline  the  honour  intended  him :  and 
after  presenting  some  of  the  pearls  he 
had  obtained  to  the  Pasha,  with  con- 
siderable  diflSculty  he  gained  his  re- 
luctant consent,  that  he  should  depart, 
with  other  merchants,  who  were  going 
to  Constantinople. 

He  asked  for  no  favours,  no  letters 
—freedom  was  all  he  desired ;  and  he 
boasted  that  he  was  prouder  of  the  title 
of  Reis  than  of  any  other  whatever. 
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because  he  had  laboured  for  it,  and 
won  it  by  his  own  energy.  To  impose 
upon  the  ignorant,  he  claimed  kindred 
with  princes  and  kings,  nay,  with  the 
sun  itself;  but  in  fact  he  was  proud  of 
his  low  origin,  and  of  having  risen  to 
the  highest  dignities  by  his  own  exer- 
tions. When  he  spoke  his  real  senti- 
ments, he  boasted  that  he  owed  nothing 
to  man,  not  even  to  his  parents,  who, 
ailer  bringing  him  into  the  world,  had 
abandoned  and  sold  him.  But  the 
orphan,  he  said,  was  the  child  of  Pro- 
vidence, the  citizen  of  the  world,  free 
and  independent;  the  subject  of  no 
law,  the  follower  of  no  religion,  the 
slave  of  no  custom;  and  in  this  vain 
belief  he  again  set  forth  in  quest  of 
adventures.  In  the  coxu-se  of  a  five 
years'  absence,  he  was  again  taken 
prisoner  by  the  Spaniards,  and  again  li- 
berated ;  after  which  he  visited  France, 
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Itaiy^  Constantinople,  and  finally  re- 
turned  once  '-more,    crowned    with 
wealth  and  success,  to  Tripoly:  yet 
he  returned  not  this  time  alone; — he 
brought  with  him  the  child  Fiormonda. 

Previous  to  his  return,  when  at  Con- 
stantinople, while  standing  alone  to 
admire  the  beautiful  and  delicious  gar- 
dens which  surround  the  shores  of  the 
Kara  Dengis,  a  wizard  appeared  to 
him,  and  repeated  to  him  the  predic- 
tion of  the  Jew :  **  You  shall  be  king 
in  another  land/'  he  said,  *^  and  the 
offepring  of  your  body,  the  child  of 
blood,  shall  wear  an  imperial  crown." 

Ada  Reis,  enchanted,  and  deeply 
struck  with  this  prediction,  with  more 
boldness  than  ever  pursued  his  course. 
Wherever  he  appeared,  wealth  awaited 
him  J  at  every  court  at  which  he  was 
presented,  he  was  received  with  admi- 
ration: but  the  attention  which  was 
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paid  to  hiiii  by  others  could  not  be 
greater  than  that  which  he  paid  to 
himself;  upon  that  subject  he  expa- 
tiates at  the  greatest  length.  He  cannot 
for  a  moment  cease  to  commend  him- 
self; whole  pages  are  filled  with  de- 
scriptions of  his  person.  His  dear 
auburn  hair  hanging  in  curls  over  his 
fair  brow  and  white  neck,  his  eyes 
beaming  with  love,  his  smile  irresisti- 
ble, his  voice  most  melodious ;  he  had 
only  to  speak  to  persuade,  yet  did  he 
ever  use  but  few  words.  He  acknow- 
ledges, however,  that  he  delighted  in 
low  company,  in  throwing  oflP  all  re- 
straint, and  in  giving  unbounded  U- 
cence  to  his  conversation  j  confesses 
more  than  once  that  he  was  a  strange 
compoimd  of  every  excellence,  and 
every  vice.  But  where  is  the  excel- 
lence he  found  in  his  own  character  ? 
The  bad  ever  thus  deceive  themselves ; 
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ind  their  desperate  crimes  assume,  in 
:heir  own  eyes  alone,  an  appearance  of 
greatness.  Ada  Reis,  when  ofiended^ 
broke  into  violence,  as  if  he  were  mad : 
bis  fury  then  exceeded  every  thing 
terrific ;  his  eyes  brightened,  whilst  his 
dark  soul  rushed  through  his  lips^  and 
poured  itself  forth  in  execrations. 

Vanity  and  vehemence  being  thus 
amongst  his  principal  characteristics, 
it  may  be  expected  that  his  narrative 
will  dwell  much  upon  his  successes  in 
love.  In  fact,  for  pages  together  he 
does  nothing  but  boast  of  the  advances 
made  to  him  by  the  fair  sex :  he  speaks 
at  great  length  of  a  young  English 
lady,  with  whom  he  became  acquainted 
dming  his  short  and  unwilling  stay  at 
Madrid.  Alarmed  at  the  war  then 
breaking  out  between  her  country  and 
Spain,  she  placed  herself  under  his  pro- 
tection, and  he  undertook  to  convey 
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her  safely  to  her  own  country :  to  use 
his  own  words,  "  Under  the  snow  of 
the  cold  climate  from  which  she  came, 
lay  concealed  the  glowing  embers  of 
passion  j''  for  if  credit  is  to  be  gived 
to  his  relation,  the  lady  died  of  her 
love,  and  was  not  the  only  lady  who 
perished  by  a  similar  fate.  Numerous 
are  the  attachments,  of  which  he  pro- 
ceeds to  detail  the  circumstances ;  end- 
less the  Ust  of  names  he  enumerates— 
Zoe,  Orrellana,  Issaline,  Aura,  Zemyra, 
Orgylia,  Mania,  Kala,  Drossora,  Rl;io- 
da,  Heliodora,  Morosa,  Levidolche, 
Muskatina ;  but  the  one  alone  to  whom* 
he  soon  surrendered  his  mind  and  soul 
was  Bianca  di  Castamela,  the  mother 
of  the  heroine  of  this  tale. 
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CHAPTER  m. 

It  was  in  the  spring  of  the  year 
17^f  that  Ada  Reis  having  landed  in 
Calabria,  in  order  to  dispose  of  some 
merchandise,  became  acquainted  with 
a  beautiful  young  Italian  maiden, 
whose  father  was,  like  himself,  a  mer- 
chant, and  whose  hand  had  been  al« 
ready  promised  in  marriage  to  a  kins- 
man of  her  own.  She  was  then  seven- 
teen years  of  age,  the  admiration  of  all 
who  saw  her ;  and  she,  alas !  too  soon 
perceived  and  returned  the  interest 
she  had  excited  in  Ada  Reis's  breast. 

The  history  of  unfortunate  love,  or 
short  or  long,  or  well  or  ill  told,  is  in 
substance  every  where  the  same.  The 
maiden,  after  becoming  difficulties, 
yielded  to  the  irresistible  Ada  Reis: 
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his  manly  haughty  air,  his  high  stature, 
and  superb  dress,  added  to  his  charms 
and  his  costly  gifts  and  polished  man- 
ners, soon  captivated  her  affections; 
he,  besides,  assured  her,  swearing  an 
oath,  which  she  believed  to  be  a  sacred 
one,  that  he  would  return  and  marry 
her;  in  token  of  which  he  gave  her 
his  amber  beads  to  keep,  and  a  griflSn'g 
claw  made  of  rubies  and  diamonds, 
which  the  Bey  had  given  him  from  hi^ 
own  turban. 

Bianca  expressed  no  regret  for  her 
error ;  she  had  yielded  to  her  lover's 
suit,  and  she  was  now  the  mistress 
of  a  man,  whom  all  her  country- 
women beheld  with  enthusiastic  ad- 
miration :  they  paid  her  greater  court 
for  Ada  Reis's  sake,  and  envy  itself 
was  silenced  in  order  to  flatter  him. 
But  the  time  for  his  departure  drew 
near,  and,  finding  herself  in  a  situation 
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to  excite  the  suspicions  of  her  parents 

and  relatives^  she  implored  her  lover  to 

take  her  with  him  to  his  own  country. 

**  And  I  will,  loveliest  girl,"  he  said, 

bearing  her  along  with  him  upon  the 

night  of  his  departure  to  the  coast, 

where  his  vessel  was  moored,  and  the 

crew  were  all  impatiently  waiting  for 

him.     **  Come  with  me,  if  thou  darest ; 

for,  by  Allah,  I  never  will  abandon  my 

chosen  bride !" 

It  was  a  fearful  sight  for  these  fond 
lovers,  as  they  yet  stood  upon  the 
shore,  to  see  the  little  bark  tossed 
to  and  fro  upon  that  tremendous 
sea,  the  waves  foaming  and  breaking 
against  the  rocks,  whilst  the  hoarse 
sailors  and  slaves,  with  their  shouts 
and  halloos,  seemed  to  overmatch  the 
storm.  It  was  a  quick  transition,  to 
turn  from  the  delights  and  repose  of 
successful  love  to  all  the  horrors  and 
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dangers  of  such  a  night ;  and  Bianca, 
with  a  woman's  charms  and  frailty,  had^ 
it  seems,  ail  a  woman's  fears :  she  sighed 
when  her  lover  thus  addressed  h6r: 
"  I  will  bear  thee  with  me,  my  beloved^ 
if  thou  hast  spirit  and  courage  to  be 
the  mate  of  Ada  Reis ;  and,  if  not— 
Ha !  dost  thou  shrink  already  ?'* 

Bianca  trembled,  her  bosom  heaved, 
as  in  her  dark  hair  she  hid  her  face 
and  wept,  shrinking  back.  **  Not  to- 
night," she  cried,  timidly.  "  Ah,  go 
not  to-night!  My  father  will  pardoin 
us— another  time — oh,  heavens  !—^an-' 
other  time,  Ada  Reis,  I  will  leave  all 
and  go  with  thee." 

"  And  another  time,  sweet  one,**  said 
Ada  Reis,  with  a  scornftd  smile,  **  I 
will  return  and  make  thee  my  bride/' 

Bianca  cast  her  eyes  down  with 
shame  at  this  reproach.  Ada  Reis 
embraced  her. 
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"Thou  hast  not  courage/^  he  said^ 
*^  to  come  with  me,  have  it  then  to  live 
for  me,  and  I  will  return/'  Saying 
this,  he  sprang  into  the  boat,  whilst 
cheers  from  his  merry  crew  echoed 
along  the  shore. 

Bianca  knelt  down,  prajring  for 
his  safety;  straining  her  eyes  to  see 
him  once  more.  She  remained  upon 
the  spot,  until  the  vessel  became  as  a 
aingle  speck  in  the  distance:  she 
then  returned  home  to  all  the  dis- 
comforts of  family  surmises,  her  own 
heart's  reproaches,  and  a  long  widow- 
hood of  absence  from  her  lover. 

One  month  passed  thus,  and  the 
beautiful  Bianca  began  to  repent  of 
her  conduct :  at  such  a  moment,  dread- 
ing her  father's  anger,  and  persecuted 
by  the  continued  addresses  of  her  kins- 
man, GiuUiano,  she  had  the  weakness 
to  give  him  her  hand  in  marriage ;  and 
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Giulliatio's  love  for  her  was  such^  that, 
upon  her  sacred  promise  never  again 
to  see  her  seducer,  he  received  her  into 
his  house^  and,  from  the  day  she  be- 
came a  mother,  cherished  her  infant 
as  if  it  had  been  his  own* 

Two  years  passed  for  Bianca  and 
Giulliano  in  peace ;  a  third  was  open- 
ing upon  their  view,  when  Ada  Reis 
returned,  and  having  sought^  for  her, 
traced  her  to  her  dwelling,  where  he 
found  her  with  her  child  amusing  her- 
self  innocently  diuing  her  husband's 
absence :  he  first  snatched  up  the  child, 
and  gazed  upon  it  wildly,  then  re- 
proached the  mother  with  her  infidelity. 

"  I  have  been  deceived,'*  she  cried, 
'^  and  thought  you  had  abandoned  mc 
to  shame.  By  the  gray  hairs  of  m^ 
father,  by  our  first  vows  of  attachment, 
by  your  cherub  infant's  smile— *«ee, 
Ada   Reis,   is    not    Fiormonda    yout 
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child? — oh,   in  pity  I    implore  you, 
show  me  mercy !     I  never  loved  but 

you.*' 

**  And  you  never  shall  !*•  he  said. 

At  half  an  hour  after  ten  at  night* 
five  hours  and  three-quarters  before 
the  full  of  the  moon,  Ada  Reis  first 
strangled,  and  then  plunged  liis 
scimitar  into  the  bosom  of  Bianca  de 
Castamela ;  then  enveloping  the  child 
in  his  mantle,  he  fled  from  the  spot. 

As  he  hurried  to  r^ain  the  shore, 
it  appeared  to  him  that  a  form,  horrid 
as  the  deed  he  had  done,  walked  be- 
fore him.  He  seemed  to  see  an  eye  of 
fire,  as  through  a  misty  cloud;  and 
when  he  thrice  exclaimed,  "  who  goes 
there?'*  the  word  "Kabkarra"  was 
distinctly  pronounced.  Remorse  ren- 
dered Ada  Reis,  at  this  moment,  almost 
insensible  even  to  this  prodigy.  His 
heart  was  torn  by  the  recollection  of 
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the  deed  he  had  done,  for  he  loved 
the  woman  whom  he  had  murdered. 
He  wept — he  had  often  been  seen  to 
weep ;  hard  hearts  and  wicked  beings 
weep  the  soonest.  The .  uncontrolled 
passions,  the  hasty  impulses,  the  un- 
governable desires,  which  hurry  a  man 
to  every  atrocity,  are  also  prone  to 
melt  into  floods  of  tears,  and  to  wear 
every  outward  mark  of  sympathy  and 
feeling ;  real,  perhaps,  whilst  they  last, 
but  transient,  fallacious,  and  without 
beneficial  effect  upon  the  heart  or 
the  conduct.  When  on  board  his 
vessel,  with  the  first  dawn  of  day  the 
infant  awoke,  and  stretched  out  its 
little  arms,  as  if  seeking  for  its  mo- 
ther, then  again  he  shed  tears  of  bit- 
terness; but  he  soothed  the  child's 
cries,  kissed  it  to  rest,  and  smiled  at 
its  beauty.  "And  never  more,*'  he 
cried,  "thou  little  flower,  shalt  thou 
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see  the  stem  upon  which  those  beauties 
grew.  Farewell  to  Calabria,  farewell  to 
women  and  to  love,  and  farewell,  dear- 
est of  all,  to  the  remains  of  Bianca  di 
Castamela !  For  her  sake,  I  will  bring 
thee  up  with  more  than  a  mother's 
care ;  and  as  nature  has  given  thee  thy 
mother's  charms,  it  shall  be  my  fault 
if  thou  art  deficient  in  wisdom  or  ac- 
quirement/' . 

After  this  adventure,  he  returned  to 
Tripoly,  for  there  his  treasures  were 
concealed,  there  he  had  purchased 
land,  had  made  friends,  and  was  not 
abhorred,  although  his  crimes  were  in 
part  suspected. 
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CHAPTER  rV. 

Ada  Reis  presented  many  jewels  o 
great  value  and  rich  merchandises  i 
the  Pasha.  He  then,  with  his  permie 
sion,  purchased  a  country-house,  pfc 
Added  with  baths,  gardens,  and  eveir 
possible  earthly  delight.  In  this  M 
treat  he  placed  his  treasures,  his  ha 
rem,  and  his  infant,  under  the  charg 
of  Aura  and  Zoe,  once  his  favourit 
wives.  For  himself,  he  sought,  in  th 
indulgence  of  his  passions^  for  one  mc 
ment's  forgetfulness  and  tranquilli^ 
he  possessed  every  thing  he  most  dc 
sired;  and  he  said  to  himself  cod 
tinually,  "who  in  the  wide  world  i 
greater,  or  ought  to  be  happier,  than 
am  ?  Who  can  boast  of  firmer  nervej 
higher  spirits,  fairer  expectations,  o 
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more  admiring  followers?  Does  not 
my  child  smile  upon  me,  like  a  little 
cherub  of  light?  Who  has  greater 
power  and  wealth  than  I  have  ?  What 
eastern  queen  can  boast  of  richer 
jewels  than  I  shall  bestow  upon  EUht- 
mondsti  and  fof  vsteeds  and  slaves,  has 
die  Pasha  finer  or  more  numerous  than 
myself;  yet  in  the  midst  of  my  success 
and  my  splendor  I  am  miserable,  and 
wherefore  ?** 

Under  the  influence  of  these  feelii^St 
he  was  unable  ever  to  rest  long  in  the 
same  place.    From  the  city  he  hurried 
to  his  residence  in  the  country,  and 
from  thence  to  the  city  again  with 
feverish  disquietude  and  impatieiioe. 
The  only  hours  that  he  appeared  to 
enjoy  were    those   during  which  be 
remained  upcm  his  terrace  to  inhale 
the  inbat  ^,  a£ter  a  parching  day ;  or 
when  in  the  cairn  of  the  night  a  visitor 
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chanced  to  enter  and  partake  of  his 
pipe  and  sherbet^,  or  his  favourite 
lackaby.  But  deep  cares  overpowered 
his  mind  when  alone,  and  the  least 
noise  startled  him  with  strange  appre- 
hensions. Often  the  remembrance  of 
past  deeds  awakened  in  his  soul,  and 
he  thought  of  the  days  he  had  pasded 
in  the  desert,  and  the  dreadful  night 
when  Muley  Hadgi  and  tJsuph  Seid 
had  perished  by  his  hand ;  then  me* 
mory  pictured  to  him  the  promises  of 
love,  his  jealous  rage,  and  the  form  of 
his  murdered  mistress.  Ada  Reis  was 
superstitious,  because  he  had  long 
ceased  to  be  religious.  When  the  ma- 
rabut^*  sounded  to  announce  the 
prayer  at  sunset,  he  never  prostrated 
himself  upon  the  ground ;  he  never 
turned  his  face  to  the  east,  nor  breathed 
to  his  prophet,  or  his  Creator,  one 
single  thanksgiving.    Into  mosque  or 


^or  did  he  watch  vith  eager 
idence  and  parched  lips  for  the 
1  of  Ramadan  ^,  but  himself,  his 
1,  and  hia  servants,  in  secret,  ate 
Irank  during  the  sacred  fast,  re- 
lesB  of  the  commands  of  shrief  or 
het;  and,  when  the  castle  guns 
hose  of  all  the  batteries  announced 
east  of  Beiram  ^,  he  would  walk 
}j  night  amidst  the  noise  :md  roar 
riot  which  took  place  during  that 
ral.  Then  would  he  gaze  upon 
bright  glare  of  the  illuminated 
[ues — enter  the  coffee-bazaars,  and 
in  the  revelry  with  dancers  and 
int.  unA  ihet  lowest  slaves,  (rivinir 
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Was  this  happiness  ?  No !  He  felt 
it  was  not;  he  found,  what  all 
run  the  same  course,  sooner  or 
must  find,  that  he  who  yields  u 
understanding  to  the  alluremen 
vice,  submits  himself  to  the  dom 
of  an  hypocritical  and  deceitful 
tress,  of  one  who  clothes  herself 
assumed  character,  and  who, 
she  drops  the  mask  of  brilliant  be 
which  for  a  time  she  wears,  disc 
herself  to  be  pain  and  sorrow  i 
the  semblance  of  pleasure  and  gs 
cation. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

At  length,  as  is  the  ordinary  course, 
these  pursuits  began  to  lose  even  their 
temporary  power  j  they  could  no  longer 
withdraw  Ada  Reis's  mind  from  the 
reflection  which  he  dreaded ;  and,  sa- 
tiated with  debauchery  and  buffoonery, 
he  had  recourse  to  study.     Possessing 
that  comprehensive  genius  which  can, 
in  a  moment,  seize  upon  and  master 
the  difficulties  of  science,  he  became 
acquainted  with  many  of  the  wonders 
and  mysteries  of  nature;  but  he  traced 
back  the  clue  to  no  origin  higher  than 
this  life;   and  in  all  that  excited  his 
admiration,  he  marked  not  the  hand 
of  a  Creat6r.     He  assembled  around 
him   the   learned   and   the   travelled. 
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and  he  listened  to  their  discourse ;  but 
he  found  their  wisdom  degraded  by 
envy,  vanity,  a  desire  of  petty  di- 
stinctions, a  pedantry,  and  a  love  of 
display ;  and  he  soon  became  weary  of 
their  society. 

In  the  meanwhile  Fiormonda  was 
left  at  his  country-house,  where  she 
grew  in  years  and  beauty ; — she  added 
to  the  gaiety  and  grace  of  childhood  a 
depth  of  thought  and  feeling  uncom- 
mon to  that  age.  Most  children  think 
deeply,  if  left  to  themselves,  if  leisure 
be  allowed  to  the  mind  to  expand,  and 
a  succession  of  lessons  and  trifles  follow 
not  each  other  too  rapidly;  but  Fior- 
monda had  even  a  greater  share  of  re- 
flection than  other  children.  Thoughts 
concerning  reUgion  already  agitated 
her  mind;  and  love,  although  the 
object  was,  like  herself,  a  child,  had 
already  warmed  her  heart.     Ada  Reis 
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soon  perceived  that  his  daughter's  dis- 
position required  a  firm  and  skilful 
discipline :  he  had  long  been  searching 
for  a  person  qualified  to  undertake  the 
oflBce  of  her  preceptress. 

At  this  period  a  marabut,  using  the 
privilege  of  his  calling,  terrified  her 
with  continual  intrusion,  came  repeat- 
edly  even  into  her  chamber,  and  warned 
her  of  approaching  danger. 

One  evening,  on  returning  to  his 
country  residence,  Ada  Reis  found  him 
in  Fiormonda's  apartment:  a  serpent 
hung  around  his  neck,  and  he  .was 
dancing  his  wild  and  frantic  dance. 
Ada  Reis  was  beginning  to  express 
surprise  and  anger;  but  the  marabut 
spinning  round,  soon  betrayed  himself 
by  his  horrid  laugh  and  malignant 
eye. 

"Ha!  Kabkarra!" 

"  Well  met,  Ada  Reis.'* 
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**  I  know,"  said  the  former,  "  what 
it  is  you  seek,  and  I  have  prepared 
every  thing  for  you.  Shaffou  Paca, 
my  mother,  you  well  know,  still  lives 
with  Lilla  Amani ;  at  my  request  she 
will  leave  the  Pasha's  harem,  and  take 
charge  of  my  Fiormonda.** 

"  By  the  prophet,  I  think  thy  imperti- 
nence has  no  bounds — thy  Fiormonda! 
Thou  art  but  a  mendicant  Jew/* 

"  Ay,'*  said  Kabkarra,  **  but  a  Jew 
who  can  purchase  all  that  the  vanity 
of  man  can  desire.  Have  you  killed 
moce  men  or  women  since  we  parted?" 
•  Ada  Reis  started,  and  looked  upon 
him,  but  his  eye  could  not  long  endure 
the  stern  regard  of  the  being  who 
stood  before  him.  Daunted  and  con- 
fused, he  turned  the  discourse  to  other 
matters,  and  Kabkarra  now  presented 
Fiormonda  with  a  set  of  chess  men, 
made,  as  he  said,  of  a  metal  he  had 
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found  in  his  travels,  and  constructed 
with  such  exquisite  art,  that  they  ap. 
peared  alive.  This  bauble,  he  con. 
tinued,  would  amuse  his  little  bride 
when  she  grew  older;  and  in  the  mean 
time  he  entreated  Ada  Reis  to  con* 
sider  him  as  a  friend,  and  to  call  upon 
him  whenever  any  difficulty  arose. 

To  the  infinite  surprise  of  Ada  Reis, 
Shafibu  Paca  arrived  some  days  after 
this  interview,  bringing  a  flattering 
message  from  the  Pasha  and  his  eldest 
son  the  Bey,  by  which  the  former  be- 
stowed upon  Fiormonda  the  title  of 
LiUa,  and  the  latter  asked  her  hand  in 
marriage. 

Ada  Reis  accepted  the  offer  in  the 
name  of  his  child,  and  sent  in  return 
both  to  the  Pasha  and  Bey  splendid 
presents.  It  now  appeared  probable 
that  his  ambition  would  be  gratified; 
and  that  his  daughter  would  wed  a. 
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sovereign:  for,  like  most  pretended 
philosophers,  he  valued  above  all  things 
the  honours  which  he  ever  afiected  to 
despise.  But  such  is  the  inconsistene)r 
of  man;  and  Ada  Reis,  though  be 
talked,  at  times,  like  a  wise  man,  ever 
acted  like  the  veriest  of  fools. 

It  has  been  said,  that  he  was  an  ad- 
mirer of  beauty.  It  required,  there- 
fore, all  his  self-command  to  conquer 
his  excessive  repugnance  to  the  new 
governess's  deformed  and  undignified 
appearance ;  so  that  whilst  he  was  ob- 
liged to  attend  to  her  discourse,  he 
averted  his  eyes,  that  he  might  not 
see  her  hideous  countenance.  Shaflbu 
Paca  was,  indeed,  ugly  beyoni  all 
parallel :  she  was  of  Egyptian  origin ; 
yet  her  countenance  was  not  of  siniiple 
Egyptian  ugliness,  but  seemed  to  ex- 
hibit a  characteristic  mark  of  every 
original  nation.     Her  legs  appeared 
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to  have  been  put  together  by  mistake ; 
the  right  one  being  considerably  shorter 
and  thicker  than  the  other.     She  was 
corpulent;   and  her  eyes,  which  saw 
even  more  than  other  eyes  can  see, 
never  looked  in  the  same  direction  ^. 
She  had,  besides,  the  peculiar  power, 
like  the  chameleon,  of  fixing  the  one 
upon  an  object  while  the  other  turned 
leisurely  round,  as  if  seeking  for  some- 
what else.    In  her  voluble  conversa* 
tion  no  idea  was  distinct.     It  seemed 
as  if  an  endless  memory,  stored  with 
the  beginnings  and  endings  of  all  that 
ever  had  been,  was  running  over  the 
heads  and  hints  of  what  she  wished  to 
express.     Learning  appeared  to  have 
overpowered  her ;  she  had  dabbled  in 
metaphysics  until  it  was  hardly  possi- 
ble to  understand  what  she  meant,  and 
she  was  continually  misquoting  pas- 

VOL.  I.  E 
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ages  in  the  dead  languages.  Under 
these  circumstances  it  is  not  much  to 
be  wondered  at  that  Ada  Reis  could 
not  bear  to  converse  with  her :  indeed 
from  the  first  he  had  spoken  to  her 
with  such  extreme  harshness,  that  the 
fright  into  which  he  had  thrown  her 
increased^  to  the  greatest  degree,  the 
confusion  of  her  ideas,  and  conse- 
quently the  natural  tediousness  of  hei 
discourse.  Jn  his  first  interview  he 
asked  her  a  £ew  questions  concerning 
education  ;  and  as  he  knew  that  there 
is  a  great  deal  to  be  said  upon  that 
subject,  he  was  not  surprised  that  she 
took  much  time  and  many  words  to  an- 
swer. But  though  not  surprised^  he 
was  fatigued ;  and  in  order  to  get  rid 
of  her,  he  sent  for  the  child,  and  de- 
livered her  into  her  hands  ^  for  it  is  a 
common  practice  to  condemn  children 
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to  the  society  of  those  with,  whom 
parents  cannot  endure  even  for  a  mo- 
ment  to  associate. 

Fiormonda  fell  into  hysterics  at  the 

first  sight  of  Shafibu  Paca ;   but   the 

governess,  no  ways  disturbed,  restored 

her  in  a  few  moments,    by  certain 

words  and  gestures,  and  soon  became 

a  tolerable  favourite.     She  talked  to 

her  pupil  of  the   princesses  of  the 

Pasha's  harem,  of  the  Bey,  of  Lilla 

Amani.     She  gave  her  sweetmeats  and 

trinkets,    and  instructed  her  in  the 

science  of  chess,  displaying  to  her  ad* 

miring  eyes  the  beautiful  box  and  the 

wonderful  men  her  son,  the  Jew  Kab- 

karra,  had  given  her. 

Fiormonda  laughed,  as  she  viewed 
the  pieces  marshalled  before  her ;  but 
Ada  Reis  bit  his  lips,  and  seemed 
uneasy,  murmuring  betwixt  his  teeth 
•— "  I  like  not  this  gift,  this  is  no  mor- 

e2 
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tal  gift,  this  is  enchatttment  I  hai 
heard  or  read  of  such  things  only  i 
the  old  legends  of  fayerie  and  r 
mance ;  these  imps  possibly  are  aliv 
and  the  servants  of  Kabkarra !'' 

Shafibu  Paca  now  thought  it  pr 
dent  to  put  in  a  few  words,  and  wr 
a  stream  of  eloquence  proved,  that 
was  the  mere  power  of  mechanisi 
which,  when  the  pieces  were  woifl 
up,  put  them  thuVin  motion.  St 
Ada  Reis  doubted. 

When  the  board  was  placed  upon  ti 
floor,  it  covered  a  breadth  and  leng 
of  nearly  six  square  feet.  The  whi 
squares  were  of  polished  ivory,  i 
black  of  jet ;  the  rim  around  was 
gold  studded  with  gems.  The  cask 
contained  the  greatest  wonder  of  a 
The  chessmen  were  habited  in  ru 
and  emerald  suits :  the  dark  knigl 
were  upon  black  steeds,  richly  capa 
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soned ;  their  antagonists  upon  greys ; 
all  formed  with  precision,  delicacy,  and 
exquisite  art.  They  could  smile,  they 
could  move  their  fingers  and  feet ;  the 
holies  pranced,  the  horsemen  showed 
off  their  skill.  The  ecclesiastics  moved 
with  dignity.  The  castles  were  borne 
slowly  forwards;  two  were  made  of 
rose-coloured  diamonds,  and  two  of 
black :  upon  the  battlements  men  of 
small  size  were  discovered j  busily  pre- 
paring for  the  attack.  The  kings  had 
brows  which  bespoke  command;  the 
queens  were  graceful ;  the  pawns,  with 
plebeian  rudeness,  appeared  eager  for 
the  combat;  and  every  piece  placed 
itself,  as  it  stiEtrted  from  the  box,  ac- 
cording to  order. 

Ada  Reis,  as  well  as  Shaffou  Paca, 
instructed  fiormonda  in  playing  at 
this  scientific  game,  in  which  she  took 
surprising  delight;  indeed^  for  many 
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months  she  did  little  else.  The  chess- 
men were  removed  to  a  favourite  gol- 
pha^^  which  Ada  Reis  had  constructed, 
a  retreat,  which,  however  intense  the 
heat  of  the  sun,  was  always  cool ;  it 
being  so  contrived,  that  he  could  at 
pleasure  press  from  the  reeds  fresh 
air,  and  raise  soft  music  like  that  of 
an  ^olian  harp.  This  apartment 
was  placed  in  a  wilderness,  it  is  true, 
but  it  was  one  of  sweets,  beneath 
thick  orange  and  lemon  groves,  where 
white  marble  channels,  with  rapid  clear 
streams  of  water,  crossed  the  gardens 
in  many  directions.  Fiormonda  veiled 
was  conducted  there  at  times  ,and  from 
a  distance  gazed  upon  the  gardens,  in 
which  she  was  now  no  longer  per- 
mitted to  wander.  She  was  kept  with 
strict  care,  and  closely  watched  ever 
sinc^e  the  day  when  the  page  Zevahir 
h^  'b6en  found  conversing  with  her. 
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The  youth,  in  consequence  of  this 
liberty,  had  been  dismissed  from  the 
service  of  Ada  Reis ;  and,  indeed,  ex- 
cept when  her  father  was  with  her, 
this  lovely  child  was  confined  like  a 
state  prisoner,  Shaffou  Paca  scarcely 
permitting  her  to  breathe  the  air  from 
without. 
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CHAPTER  VL 

It  happened  that  shortly  after  the 
arrival  of  Shaffou  Paca^  Ada  Reis  left 
his   child,  and  remained  away  many 
months,  when  he  heard  suddenly  that 
she  was  ill.    He  immediately  returned 
to  his  country  residence  to  see  her, 
and  was  struck  with  the  air  of  debiUty 
and  melancholy  visible  in  her  once 
cheerful    countenance;    he  reasoned 
with  Shaffou  Paca  as  to  the  cause,  and 
made  some  observations  to  that  lady 
upon  her  system  of  education,  which 
displeased  her. 

Whilst  they  were  engaged  in  dis- 
pute, a  message  was  brought,  in- 
forming Ada  Reis  that  on  the  ensuing 
morning  the  Bey  would  visit  his  de- 
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lined  bride.  This  was  not  customary ; 
)ut  the  honour  was  so  great  that  no 
)bjection  was  made;  and  when  the 
foung  prince  arrived,  Ada  Reis  led 
bim  into  his  daughter's  apartment. 

The  chamber  was  in  the  form  of  a 
tent,  entirely  lined   with  light  blue 
8atin,  ornamented  with  gold  fringe, 
and  costly  embroidery.    The  couch, 
beautifully  adorned,  according  to  the 
Moorish  taste,  was  placed  upon  a  Turk- 
ish carpet  in  an  alcove.    Shaffou  Paca 
was  employed  in  attiring  her  little 
charge  in  the  splendid  habits  worn 
only  by  the   ladies    of  the   Pasha's 
harem,  and  all  Fiormonda's  car6  was 
how  to  look  beautiful.    Hers  was  a 
happy  mixture  of  Circassian  and  Italian 
beauty,  with  a  countenance  original 
and  peculiar  to  herself.  She  was  dressed 
in  a  light  Persian  jelique*^  and  white 
under  vest;  her  arms  bare,  white  mus- 
lin trowsers,  and  her  little,  feeti  like 
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alabaster,  ornamented  by  solid  gold 
bands,  such  as  the  ladies  of  the  blood 
royal  are  alone  entitled  to  wear*. 
These,  and  a  girdle  of  chaitns  to  save 
her  from  evil  eyes^*,  were  her  only 
ornaments.  Her  hair,  as  yet  unbraided, 
hung  carelessly  around  her  beautifid 
neck  and  face.  An  old  gray  Iman  wai 
standing  near  her,  prescribing  for  her 
ill  state  of  health. 

The  Bey  knelt  in  admiration  at  her 
feet,  presenting  her,  at  die  same  timi^ 
with  a  string  of  pearls.  She  raised 
him  immediately ;  and  afterwards  wait- 
ed upon  him  and  upon  her  fathef, 
offering  them  sweetmeats  and  refr^h- 
ment:  she  was  not,  however,  well) 
her  pulse  was  quick,  and  her  mamier 
hurried,  like  that  of  a  wild  bird  caged^ 
or  a  tender  gazelle  caught  in  thfe  net 
and  kept  from  its  herd.  The  Bey 
expressed  great  anxiety  upon  her  ac- 
count, and  the  Iman  advised  Ada  -Reis 
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that  she  should  be  left  more  at  liberty, 
that  the  tediousness  of  her  toilette 
should  be  shortened,  the  number  of 
her  ablutions  diminished,  and  that  she 
should  not  be  wholly  fed  upon  cofiee 
and  sweetmeats;  but,  above  all,  he 
insisted  much  upon  her  not  being  op- 
posed in  her  desire  to  walk :  for  her 
present  languid  state,  he  said,  was  oc- 
casioned by  heat,  pampered  luxury, 
and  confinement.  Her  happiest  years 
seemed  condemned  to  be  passed  in 
show  and  dress.  Three  times  in  the 
twenty-four  hours  Shaffou  Paca  at- 
tended her  to  the  bath,  where  Zoe  and 
Aura  employed  themselves,  the  one 
in  washing  her  beautiful  ringlets  with 
orange  and  rose-water,  and  the  other 
in  drying  them  with  scented  perfumes : 
the  plaiting  them  in  fifty  tresses,  and 
adorning  her  lovely  person  with  every 
ornament,    would   now    take    several 
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hours  more;  besides  which,  Kabkaita 
had  terrified  her  with  his  live  serpent 
and  strange  contortions,  and  had  given 
her  nearly  half  the  sentences  out  of 
the  Koran,  in  a  cup  mixed  with  sher- 
bet  of  pomegranate  juice.  By  Shaf- 
fou  Paca's  superstitious  decree,  the 
right  eye  of  a  crocodile  of  the  Nile, 
and  the  middle  feather  from  an 
ostrich's  wing,  were  placed  under 
her  pillow  at  night:  amulets,  charms, 
Egyptian  hieroglyphics,  and  other  in- 
cantations,  were  wound  either  inscrdls 
or  linen  all  over  her  body.  She  might 
not  walk,  she  might  not  play,  nor 
might  she  stand  by  the  lake  calling 
together  from  the  mountains  the  troops 
of  wild  gazelles,  who  once  came  to 
Zevahir's  voice,  nor  must  she  hear  his 
soft  songs,  for,  alas!  he  had  been  sent 
from  the  harem  for  singing  top  sweetly 
the  air  she  most  admired.    All  these 
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"       ■  * 

complaints  the  gentle  JFlormonda  mur- 
mured  forth  to  the  young  prince,  whilst 
the  old  gray  Iman,  fixing  his  dark- 
shining  eyes  upon  her  from  a  comer 
of  the  room,  seemed  to  smile  with  tri- 
umph whilst  she  spoke.    Negresses  in 
the  meantime  wetted  her  forehead  with 
their  third  finger  dipped  in  a  charmed 
liquor,  and  uttered  spells  and  prayers 
to  save   her  from  the  contagion  of 
those  eyes;  but  it  was  in  vain,  they 
had  fixed  hers ;  she  felt  their  power,' 
hung  down  her  head,  and  durst  not 
raise  it  up  again.    Her  women  were 
standing    near    her,    some    stringing 
beads  for  her,  and  others  arranging 
the  feathers  of  birds  in  the  most  beau- 
tiful and    fanciful  order.      Looking- 
glasses,  crystal  vases,  superb  chests  of 
mother  of  pearl  and  ebony,  tablets  and 
golden  ornaments  adorned  her  apart- 
ments;  loose  mattresses  and  cushions 
in  the  form  of  sofas  not  five  inches 
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removed  from  the  ground  served  for 
seats.  The  Bey  had  little  to  say:  "  If 
you  will  leave  this  house,  and  come 
with  me/'  he  said  "  you  shall  have  no 
reason  to  complain/' 

"  Shall  I  see  Zevahir  again  ?*' 

"  Who  is  Zevahir  ?*'  said  the  Bey. 

Shaffou  Paca  was  about  to  explain, 
when  the  Iman  frowned,  and  she  was 
silent. 

Coffee  was  now  brought- in  filigree 
cups  adorned  with  pearls  and  rubies ; 
it  was  strongly  scented  with  mace^  cin- 
namon, and  cloves.  .  The  Bey  took  it 
from  his  little  mistress's  hands,  and 
seated  her  by  him  whilst  he  drank  it ; 
he  was  fifteen  year3  old,  and  kept  in  as 
close  a  state. of  confinement  as  herself* 
The  rank  of  Bey  had  been  conferred 
upon  him,  but  he  was  only  now  per- 
mitted to  go  out  with  his  troop  on  ac- 
count of  hia  extreme  youth. 

It  was  natural  that  after  some  time 
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the  conveiTBation  should  rather  flag, 

and  both  the  young  prince  and  flor- 

monda  had  nearly  arrived  at  the  end 

of  all  their  remarks,  when  the  old  iman 

laughed  with  a  hollow  laugh,  which 

greatly  alarmed  them ;  then  turning  to 

Shaffou  Paca,  *'  I  know  the  mother  of 

an  Arab  sheik  can  cure  Fiormonda,'^ 

he  said,  *^  and  I  will  fetch  her ;  ber 

name  is  Zezel  Peer  Banyan,  an  Arab 

fairy ;  she  lives  far  hence,  but  shall  be 

here  ere  long.    Take  care  of  your 

pharge,  tease  her  no  more,  let  her  be 

free  as  her  own  thoughts  and  feelings. 

Hers  are  the  years  when  the  mind 

should  be  left  to  expand,  and  the  limbs 

to  grow.     All  this  confinement  and 

state  make  the  silly  fools  we  see  around 

us.    Let  Fiormonda  be  the  child  of 

simple  nature.    I  will  return,  and  teach 

her  to  braid  her  beautiful  hair,  and  to 

<*aHt  her  dark-blue  eyes,  with  their  long 
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and  jetty  fHnges,  with  more  art  than 
you  can." 

The  Bey  stared,  and  took  his  leave: 
having  but  few  ideas  himself,  he  was 
surprised  at  the  novelty  of  this  dis- 
course. 

^*  Leila,  here  is  a  bird  will  amuse  you; 
take  it,  and  follow  it  around  your  gar- 
den and  groves,*'  said  the  Imaii ;  "  be- 
come, like  it,  gay  and  lively.  Beauly 
such  as  yours,  in  such  a  land,  is  only  a 
fatal  dowry ;  for  of  what  avail  are  teeth 
like  rows  of  pearl,  limbs  straight,  longi 
and  light,  and  all  your  other  fascina- 
tions, if  that  air  of  melancholy  saddens 
your  countenance  ?  Alas !  I  am  not  to 
you  what  he  has  been — Kabkarra  is 
not  as  dear  as ." 

Fiormonda  coloured,  and  concealed 
her  beautiful  face,  and  played  with  the 
bird,  which  was  as  small  as  the  Indian 
piccaflore^,  and  whose  plumes  were  of 
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an  emerald  green,  with  a  ruby-coloured 

ring  around  the  neck :  it  had  until  this 

moment  been  concealed  in  the  Iman's 

bosom.     Ada  Reis  had  been  so  intent 

upon  honouring  the  Bey,  and  upon 

seeing  all  due  respect  and  ceremony 

observed  towards  him,  that  he  had  not 

heeded  before,  nor  did  he  observe  now, 

the  strange  conduct  of  the  Iman.    He 

tenderly  embraced  his  child,  and  then 

attended  upon  the  Bey ;  but  as  they 

quitted  the  chamber,  he  thought  he 

saw  the  figure  of  Kabkarra  walking 

out  before  hiih. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

As  soon  as  Ada  Reis  returned 
asked  ShafTou  Paca  if  her  son  had 
there.  She  answered,  No.  The  ] 
was  gone.  Ada  Reis  then  desired 
Fiormonda  might  be  left  entire! 
herself,  and  freed  from  all  unnece 
restraint  and  fatigue,  whilst  h( 
mained  with  her. 

To  no  prisoner  was  ever  liberty 
delightful  than  to  Fiormonda,  ^ 
escaped  from  the  thraldom  of  Sh 
Paca.  With  renewed  strength 
spirits,  she  bounded  before  the  1 
women  and  nurses,  the  very  mo 
Ada  Reis  gave  her  permission  to 
about  the  garden :  "  Now,  now 
happy,"  said  she,  first  looking  a 
jessamine  in  flower,  then  gather 
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sprig  of  myrtle,  then  hastening  to  a 
reservoir  in  which  were  her  gold  and 
silver  fish.  **  I  will  now  go/'  she  said, 
"  and  let  all  the  birds  in  my  aviary  free.** 
Iq  vain  the  blacks  remonstrated ;  in  a 
moment  the  paroquets  and  cucines,  the 
peUcan,  ostrich,  and  damoiselle,  and 
the  one  sickly  gazelle,  whose  leg  had 
been  broken  in  attempting  to  take  it 
alive,  were  liberated^  all  rushing  forth 
from  their  respective  places  of  con- 
finement.  "  Go,**  she  said,  opening 
their  wiry  gates,  "  I  have  felt  too  much 
the  misery  of  slavery  not  to  feel  for 
you ;  go,  with  your  beautiful  plumes, 
happy  birds,  and  say  to  those  you  meet, 
it  was  Fiormonda  set  you  free.  But  as 
for  thee,  poor  gazelle,  with  thy  brown 
eyes,  stay  with  me :  what  though  thy 
spirit  remains,  thy  power  is  gone,  and 
liberty  now  to  thee  can  be  no  object.** 
After  this  and  other  feats,  for  which 

f2 
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she  was  gently  reproved  by  her  father, 
she  joined  him  at  the  Golpha,  where 
coffee  was  prepared,  and,  in  order  to 
amuse  her,  jugglers  and  tambour  play- 
ers were  assembled.    These  agile  per- 
formers rather  confused  and  wearied 
her;  and  having,  until  this  evening, 
never  for  one  hour  in  her  short  life, 
since  she  could  remember,  seen  the 
beautiful  stars  reflected  in  the  waters 
of  the  dark  lake,  she  ^azed  upon  them 
with  awe  and  admiration,  sometimes 
expressing  her  feelings  to  Ada  Reis, 
and  sometimes  listening  to  the  notes 
of  the  nightingale,  who  was  warbling 
sweetly  in  the   orange  grove.     The 
noise  of  the  players  had  ceased ;  the 
glare  and  heat  of  day  had  passed.   Fior- 
monda's  whole  attention  seemed  to  be 
suddenly  arrested  by  the  beauty  and  in- 
terest of  the  scene, — ^thought  crowded 
upon  thought — ^her  heaving  breast  and 
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half  open  lips  showed  thdt  the  magni- 
tude and  mystery  of  the  subject  en- 
grossed  all  her  faculties,  and  prevented 
her  from  giving  immediate  utterance 
to  her  sentiments.  At  length,  timidly 
approaching  Ada  Reis ;  "  What  are 
these  lights  ?**  she  said,  "  and  by  whom 
placed  there  ?  Are  they  balls  of  fire, 
or  precious  gems  ?'* 

"  They  are  worlds,  perhaps,  like  our 
own,"  he  replied. 

Then  hurrying  on  with  eager  cu- 
riosity,  "  Who  made  them ;  and  for 
what  end?  What  are  we,  father  ?  Why 
here  ?  and  what  will  become  of  us,  when, 
like  those  who  have  left  us,  we  shall  be 
no  more  ?  Shall  we  go  to  those  bright 
worlds  if  we  are  good  ?  What  is  being 
good  ?  What  bad  ?  and  is  that  which 
is  good  happy,  and  that  which  is  evil 
the  reverse  ?  Why  am  I  punished  when 
my  will  teaches  me  to  oppose  yours  ? 
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By  what  law  have  you  power  and 
thorjty  over  me  ?  How  is  it  that  I 
fered  but  just  now,  and  why  am  I 
well  ?  Why  are  you  greater  than  o 
meti  ?  May  any  man,  if  he  can, 
the  better  of  othere,  and  comn 
them?" 

"  What  law  can  be  stronger  thar 
law  of  power  and  possession  ?" 
Ada  Reis. 

*'  Is  there  any  one  upon  this  e; 
or  in  those  other  worlds,  greater 
you,  my  father  ?" 

flormonda  did  not  wait  for  ans 
to  inost  of  these  inquiries ;  but  \ 
at  length  she  paused,  Ada  Reis 
replied.  "AH  that  you  see,  fair  da 
ter,  is  the  result  of  chance ;  Ada  ] 
great  as  he  appears,  these  beau 
groves,  these  mountains,  yourself 
blowing  rivers,  the  calm  lake,  the 
riads  of  insects,  the  crowd  of  men 
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crocodile,  and  the  sprightly  monkey^ 
the  lordly  palm,  the  perfumed  magno- 
lia, the  purple  rhododendron,  and  the 
azalia,  that  blooms  for  miles  and  miles 
over  the  hills,  all  these  are  the  mere 
combinations  of  casual  attraction.  In 
the  beginning  of  all  things,  if  ever  there 
was  a  beginning,  there  was  one  princi- 
ple, the  power  of  life  or  animation;  and 
there  were  two  elements  to  work  upon, 
Ught^  and  darkness;  and  although 
none  can  tell  what  gave  the  first  shock, 
which  set  these  elements  in  motion, 
yet,  since  the  beginning  of  time,  in  all 
probability,  attraction  and  combination 
have  given  forms  and  variety  to  nature : 
there  is  no  vacuum  in  the  universe ;  all 
is  filled,  all  is  alive,  and  every  diversity 
of  animated  dust  sports  along,  till  dis- 
solution unknits  the  particles,  and  sends 
them  back  to  fill  some  other  appointed 
condition.  We  are  the  sport  of  chance; 
the  tree  that  grows  in  our  garden  may 
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be  composed  of  atoms  that  were  once 

what  we  call  man.     We  are,  compared 

to  this  earth,  as  a  drop  of  water  to  the 

ocean ;  think  what  we  must  be  to  the 

boundless  universe !   We  are  inventive^ 

and,  with  the  materials  before  us,  cai 

make   ourselves    palaces,    ornaments 

and  delights,  but  we  cannot  increaa 

the  dust  of  the  earth  by  one  particle 

any  more  than  we  can  add  one  ray  c 

light  to  the  sun ;  for  all  was  complet 

from  the  beginning;  and  when  all  i 

dissolved  from  its  present  combinatioi 

light  will  return  to  light,  and  darknes 

to   darkness.     This    great   principle 

which    warms    and    illuminates — ^tk 

creative  being,  this  God,  whose  sig 

(perhaps  at  being  alone,  and  immort 

in  existence)  animated  worlds   by 

single  breath — ^this  light  of  life,  wl 

renders  the  earth  fruitful,  will  the 

draw  forth  gradually,  from  each  liviD 

thing,  the  latent  particle  of  celesti 
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fire,  which  it  lent  but  for  a  time,  and 
attracting  it  to  itself  again,  wafl  it  up 
on  high  to  its  primitive  station,  where 
all  will  be  perfect  light,  perfect  har- 
mony, and  consequently  perfect  hap- 
piness." 

"  I  hope,"  said  flormonda,  ''  that  I 
have  nothing  but  light  in  me/' 

"  Oh !"  said  Ada  Reis,  with  a  look 
of  despair,  '^  best  beloved,  unhappy 
Fionnonda,  through  me,  alas !  the  evil 
principle  has  attached  itself  to  thee ; 
by  me,  the  pure  and  subtle  matter,  that 
had  combined  in  thee,  forming  the 
appearance  of  perfection,  (for  in  that 
which  is  beautiful  beauty  rests),  has 
been  defiled  j  and  if  you  do  not,  by 
day  and  by  night,  keep  guard,  the  curse  "" 
of  the  father  will  destroy  the  innocent 
child.  For  the  deeds  of  darkness  that 
I  have  done,  nature  demands  repara- 
tion :  blood  wUl  have  blood !  the  very 
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earth  speaks  this  to  me  wherever  I  turn. 
To  the  evil  association,  evil  repairs;  and 
to  the  pure  and  the  good,  all  that  is 
bright  and  fair  belongs.  Tremble  then, 
Fiormonda,  at  the  dangers  which  sur- 
round thee.  Virtue  is  truth,  truth  is 
light,  light  is  harmony,  and  harmony  is 
happiness;  but  evil  is  darkness,  and 
darkness  is  misery.  And,  therefore, 
Ada  Reis,  the  great,  the  powerful,  the 
wise,  even  Ada  Reis  is  miserable ;  for 
myself  I  care  not,  but  I  would  save 
thee,  my  child." 

"  It  was  thus  that  Ada  Reis  endea- 
voured to  instruct  Fiormonda,  or  rather 
to  amuse  himself;  but,  bewildered  in 
the  mazes  of  error,  how  could  he  teach 
that  which  he  had  never  learned  ?  how 
even  could  he  attempt  to  warn  his  child 
of  her  danger,  or  request  her  to  mode- 
rate, her  passions,  when  he  felt  that, 
from  infancy,  he  had  given  her  so  bad 
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m  an  example  ?   But  the  gay  buoyuicj  of 

r   ber  spirit  saved  her  from  the  sadness  of 

r    these  reflections,  and  she  was  happy  in 

h^  the  levity  and  inattention  of  childhood : 

a  bird,  with  beautiful  plumage,  or  an 

insect  with  bright  colours,  in  a  moment 

called  her  thoughts  from  these  difficult 

speculations  to  life  and  enjoyment ;  it 

was  far  different  for  Ada  Reis,  and  he 

was  sad  even  when  he  beheld  her  s 

He  pressed  the  reeds  in  his  golpha, 

the  soft  air  fanned  hun,  and  the 

spouted  from  pipes  around,  &lliii^ 

the  fountains ;  then  with  a  silver 

he  touched  harmonic  glasses, 

soft  and  soothing  proceeded  £nom 

touch.     At  such  gentle  call, — ax 

hour  of  evening, — the  nightirajga^f 

^wered  the  notes,  and  a  voice 

than  the  night-bird's  sung 

the  double-scented 

Reis  reposed. 
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attendants  were  at  a  distance  ^  Fior 
monda  throwing  pebbles  into  the  lake 
smiled  at  the  circles  she  made  on  it 
smooth  surface.  The  call  of  the  Imaili 
to  evening  prayers  at  that  momeni 
caught  her  ear;  she  in  voluntarily  tumec 
to  the  east :  so  much  of  belief,  notwith* 
standing  Ada  Reis's  prohibition,  had 
been  inculcated  into  her  mind;  thf 
hope  of  immortality  had  naturally  risen 
in  her  soul,  and  it  had  been  found  im- 
possible entirely  to  exclude  from  hei 
knowledge  the  religion  of  her  country, 
She  felt  her  heart  full, — a  secret  con- 
sciousness told  her  there  was  a  Being, 
to  whom  she  owed  the  tribute  of  obe- 
dience and  gratitude,  and  the  cold 
suggestion  of  philosophy  sufficed  not 
to  satisfy  her  warm  and  vivid  feel- 
ings. She  knelt  and  prayed, — it  was  a 
short  but  fervent  prayer.  She  prayed 
like  others ;  to  be  deceived  rather  than 
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to  stand  as  she  now  did  in  existence, 
saying  to  herself,  "  I  am  nothing — ^no- 
thing around  me  really  is, — ^all  is  con- 
fusion, doubt,  and  uncertainty  $  there 
is  no  after-existence,  and  what  we  enjoy 
and  feel  here  is  all  delusion."    These 
opinions  had  led  her  father  into  the  com- 
mission of  crime, — ^but  what  was  crime  ? 
Her  mind  had  in  it  a  proud  disdain,  as 
she  thought,  of  evil :  but  what  was  evil  ? 
Alas !  who  could  tell  her  ?  "  Oh,  that, 
in  place   of  the  herd  of  mercenary 
beings   who  attend  me,"  she  cried — 
"whoknow  me  not,  and  feel  not  as  I  do, 
—who  give  me  torture  when  they  mean 
to  please,  and  curb  me  in  all  my  free 
spirit  teaches  me  to  delight  in!  Oh, 
that  a  being  like  the  one  who  watched 
over  my  infancy  could  again  descend 
to  instruct  and  enlighten  me.     Could 
I  but  see  thee,  gentle  Zevahir,  and  hear 
thee,  now  I   am  again  at  liberty,  I 
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would  enjoy  with  thee  the  beautici 
and  delights  of  this  fair  world.    Th<m 
wouldst  explain  to  me,  at  once,  all  ifa 
delusions  and  errors,  and  teach  me  to 
avoid  them.    What  will  become  of  me, 
if  in  truth  my  fcither  destines  me  to  the 
Bey  ?   How  shall  I  endure  to  live  wiA 
one  whose  sluggish  soul  sees  no  deligbt- 
in  any  thing  but  in  the  indulgence  of 
his  heavy  spirit,  sleeping  through  the 
weary  hours,  and  happy  only  in  indif^- 
ference  and  insensibility?" 

As  she  spoke,  she  heard  the  air  she 
had  often  heard  in  her  infancy  played, 
as  she  imagined,  by  the  page  Zevahir; 
her  bird  flew  from  her,  and  nestled  in 
a  shrub,  as  if  alarmed.  She  then  be- 
held a  ball,  bright  as  a  diamond,  and 
musical  as  the  chime  of  bells,  rolling 
towards  her,  upon  the  smooth  margin 
of  the  lake,  and  lightly  along  the  bank 
came  a   youth,    drest  after   another 
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fashion  than  that  of  her  country,  but 
of  a  countenance  fair  and  beautiful  as 
her  own.  He  appeared  rather  older 
than  herself;  his  hair  was  light,  his 
smile  radiant,  and  his  cheeks  glowing 
with  the  first  bloom  of  health ;  he  had 
an  angelic  expression ;  perfect  truth, 
perfect  faith,  and  perfect  honour  and 
purity  sate  upon  his  lips  and  beamed 
from  his  eyes:  a  wreath  adorned  his 
golden  locks ;  sandals  ornamented  his 
feet,  and  his  step  was  fleet  and  light, 
as  he  had  been  a  winged  messenger 
from  heaven.  He  made  obeisance  to 
her,  she  returned  the  salute  with  a 
smile :  he  approached  her  timidly,  and 
said,  in  a  voice  soft,  low,  and  harmo- 
nious, "  Alicum  Salem."  To  which 
she  replied,  **  Salem  Alicum  3*." 

"You  look  moumful,''he  continued : 
"  does  the  time  pass  slowly  for  you,  or 
has  any  event  grieved  you  since  I  fled 
from  you?'* 
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He  held  a  flower  in  his  hand,  it  wa 
a  catalpaj  he  knelt  and  offered  it  t 
her;  she  accepted  it — ^the  perfum 
was  sweet :  he  wore  a  chain  of  bead 
around  his  neck,  the  colour  of  eaci 
bead  varied  like  the  opal  and  th 
Labrador  stone  in  the  light;  he  un 
clasped  the  chain,  and  seeing  her  e3ne 
fixed  upon  it,  presented  it  to  her.  "  Oi 
every  bead,  lovely  Lilla,*'  he  said 
"  you  may  daily  read  my  thoughts 
wear  it  for  me  I"  The  silver  sount 
of  his  voice  was  like  the  sweetes 
music. 

"  Fiormonda,  in  raptures  of  delight 
pi^ssed  the  beads  eagerly  to  her  lip 
— "  Alas,'*  he  said,  "  it  is  by  gift 
alone  I  may  yet  retain  you — ^keep  thesi 
baubles  for  me.'* 

"  Is  it  Zevahir,"  she  said,  "  my  lonj 
banished  page,  or  are  you  an  ange 
from  some  bright  world  above  ?' 


»» 
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He  answered  not,  but  the  diamond 
ball  again  played  that  air  she  remem- 
bered. As  when  the  magnetizer,  by  his 
power  over  the  enfeebled  mind,  appears 
to  draw  the  evil  humours  from  out  the 
human   frame,   so   whilst   these   soft 
sounds  murmured  upon  her  ear,  every 
agitating  thought,  and  every  eager  wish, 
left  her.    "  Take  this  musical  ball,"  he. 
said,  *'  and  when  worldly  cares  oppress 
you,  let  it  play  to  you ;  it  will  soothe  the 
troubled  mind  and  calm  the  soul." 

"  Are  you,"  said  Fiormonda,  "  a 
guardian  spirit,  come  from  one  of  the 
bright  stars,  my  father  says  are  worlds? 
Will  you  teach  me  what  is  right  ?" 

"  I  have  watched  you  from  infancy; 
as  your  page,  I  have  followed  youj 
I  have  brought  the  freshest  flowers  to 
you,  and  sung  the  sweetest  songs  to 
you;  unknown  and  unseen,  I  have 
still  been  present  with  you  j  it  is  only 
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when  your  violence  and  vanity  have 
grieved  me,  that  I  have  reluctantly  left 
you.  Call  me  Zevabir ;  call  me  by  that 
name  you  have  often  called  me.  I  am 
not  of  your  country,  but  come  from 
one  happier,  though  not  fairer  than 
yours.  If  you  would  retain  me  for  a 
playmate,  you  must  learn  to  moderate 
your  temper.  Yours  is  as  the  burning 
siroc,  and  I  am  gentle  as  the  balmy 
breeze ;  my  fine  ear  cannot  endure  the 
jarring  sound  of  discords  I  was  called 
Fhaos  in  the  Golden  Island ;  but  my 
real  name  is  Zamohr.  This  is  the 
ball  for  which  King  Mulichor  sold  bis 
crown  and  kingdom;  these  are  the 
beads  for  which  the  Queen  of  Mora 
Ben  Eden  forsook  her  palace  and  aban- 
doned  her  children:  look  at  the  blue 
bead  in  the  centre,  see  through  this 
glass  what  is  there  written.*' 

In   small  but   distinct  characters 
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there  now  appeared,  plain  to  Imof- 
monda's  eyes—**  Love  is  gentle  and 
beautiful ;  when  you  are  gentle,  Lilla, 
I  Jove  you/'  She  coloured,  and  asked 
bim  whence  he  had  gathered  the  Ca- 
talpa,  the  perfume  of  which  was  more 
fragrant  than  any  she  ever  yet  had 
found. 

"  I  gathered  it  from  the  wreath 
which  Bordislas-Chan,  the  Schah  of 
Persia,  sent  to  the  wife  of  Femo,  Em- 
peror of  Mogul ;  the  blossoms  of  that 
wreath  were  plucked  from  the  garden 
of  Eden  by  a  cherub,  before  our  first 
parents  brought  sin  and  shame  upon 
us ;  their  perfume  is  sweet,  and  they 
will  bloom  for  ever;  wear  it  upon  your 
virgin  heart,  as  a  symbol  of  its  purity 
and  immortal  worth ;  like  you,  it  is 
spotless :  never  stain  its  white  by  one 
ill  sentiment;  it  will  bloom  in  that 
shrine  whilst  you  are  pure.'* 

G  2 


**  I  am  pleased  with  these  gi 
said  the  child;  **bat  vhat  have  yi 
your  hand  ?** 

"  It  is  a  pen,"  said  he,  "  whicl 
write  of  itself  whatever  you  comn] 
in  any  character,  in  any  language; 
have  only  to  dictate,  and  it  shall  ir 
diately  express  your  sentiments: 
if  there  be  no  better  scroll  than 
sand  of  the  desert,  your  wishes  sh: 
conveyed  to  me.  Write,  then,  f 
to  your  guardian  friend  whateve: 
ters  into  your  mind;  whisper  bi 
this  pen,  and  though  divided  fi-on 
by  immeasurable  space;  your  feel 
■  your  desires,  will  be  thus  in  a  mo: 
communicated." 

When  Zevahir,  or  Phaos,  or  Zan 
had  concluded,  he  approached 
monda  in  a  gentle  caressing  mai 
impressed  upon  her  cheek  one 
nor  asked  forgiveness  for  the  freec 
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)  prepared  to  retire.  **  Stay,''  said 
did ;  '*  in  the  name  of  pity  do  not 
tne,  or  tell  me,  at  least,  befpre  you 
'  what  wonderful  power  you  have 
1  in  a  moment  such  ascendancy 
ne?'' 

he  power,  of  which  you  are  sen- 
.8  that  of  early  love ;  love,  such  as 
:  hearts  and  noble  natures  some- 
feel  ;  what  poets  have  imagined, 
philosophers  have  doubted,  and 
>rldly-minded  have  scoffed  at  and 
I:   nevertheless,  when  kindred 

meet  as  we  do,  they  feel,  they 
feel,  what  you  now  enjoy/* 
ut,*'  said  Fiormonda,  "  although 
oy  whilst  with  you,  do  you  think 

be  joy  to-morrow  when  you  are 


ff 


Tes,"  said  Phaos,  "  since  you 
deem  me  ever  near  you,  when 
kind  heart  thinks  on  me;  and 
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if  I  do  not  appear,  still  bdief 
watching  over  you,  to  bless  and  | 
you,  a^  I  have  done  heretofore/ 

**  Oh,  but  if  you  are  a  spirit  ai 
near  me,  I  shall  be  afiraid  of  yi 
love  you  as  you  are,  alive,  and  a 
I  now  see  you ;  but  if  I  bdievi 
to  be  more  or  less  than  mysdf,  I) 
dread  you !" 

*^  Whilst  you  are  gentle,  and  ( 
said  Fhaos,  ^^  and  innocent,  b^ 
base  world  shall  have  written  < 
thought  within  your  heart,  I  ms 
appear  to  you :  but  whatsoever 
you  need  not  be  alarmed;  I  nef 
frighten  or  harm  you:  my  nsii 
beneficent  and  kimL  When  tl 
sea-breeze  gently  blows  upon  yo 
when  the  bird  that  is  most  bea 
with  its  purple  feathers,  flies 
you,  in  all  that  you  love  best, 
that  it  is  I ;  hear  my  voice  in  the 


it  and  goad,  I  am.  When  you 
and  dream  of  Heaven,  when  you 
I  will  bear  those  prayers  to  the 
s  of  mercy;  when  you  ^ve  to  the 
tunate,  I  will  be  at  your  side.  I 
luth,  I  Am  innocence,  I  am  early 

Be  virtuous,  be  true,  and  the 
and  grace  of  Heaven  shall  be 
you.  As  the  dew  ascends  and 
ipon  the  flower,  so  will  I,  night 
abming,  return  to  my  beloved." 

spoke,  and  in  speaking  left  her^ 
«  went  as  he  had  come,  like  the 
reath  of  spring,  the  Jlragrance  of 
Hse,  the  first  sigh  of  love»  the  sound 
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She  felt  alone  that  he  was  gone,  and 
was  inconsolable* 

From  that  hour  she  became  how- 
ever more  timid  and  gentle  than  be- 
fore.  New  hopes,  new  thoughts,  arose 
by  degrees  in  her  opening  mind.  She 
prayed  to  the  great  Creator  for  his  ^ 
protection.  She  blest  his  beneficent 
hand,  and  she  was  happy.  This  hap 
piness,  however,  was  soon  interrupted 
by  a  most  untoward  accident ;  for  one 
day  she  suddenly  perceived  that  she 
had  lost  all  the  cherished  gifts,  which 
her  guardian  spirit  had  given  to  her. 
The  envious  Shafibu  Paca  had  seized 
them,  no  doubt ;  or  the  fierce  Kabkarra, 
in  disguise,  had  entered  her  apartment. 
With  something  of  her  father's  spirit 
she  expressed  her  indignation,  and 
meeting  only  with  opposition  to  her 
will,  she  gave  way  to  entire  distraction. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

With  bitterness  the  passionate  girl 
now  arraigned  her  father,  governesses, 
sub-governesses,  ncfgresses,  and  attend- 
ants; she  demanded  and  sought  in 
every  direction  the  vision,  which  had 
captivated  and  delighted  her.  ShafFou 
Paca,  Aura,  Zoe,  the  slaves  and  guards, 
in  vain  pursued  her,  in  vain  inquired 
what  had  happened ;  she  only  replied  by 
entreaties  that  he,  whom  she  sought  for, 
might  return.  At  night  upon  her  couch 
she  became  delirious,  and  raved,  as  her 
father  imagined,  calling  ever  after  what 
none  but  herself  had  seen.  "  Give  it 
me !  Send  for  him !" 

"What,  beloved  child?''  said  Ada 
Reis. 

"  That  which  I  beheld  in  the  hea- 
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vena,  ascendingtothe  Stars;  thatw 
smiled  upon  me  in  the  evening,  w 
voice  was  music." 

"  The  Lilla  has  no  doubt  been  lo< 
upon  by  an  evil  eye,"  said  Shi 
Paca. 

In  this  belief  they  sent  in  alj 
rections  for  Shriefs  and  Marab 
wise  men  were  stationed  around 
and  dream-expounders  attended 
couch  of  the  child. 

"  It  is  no  dream,  no  ftdly," 
Kormonda,  indignant  at  the  leasl 
stacle  which  intervened  between 
first  intimation  and  the  attainmei 
her  most  trivial  deoirea.  "  I  wil 
here  and  die»  if  I  do  not  see  it  agi 

"  Let  peace  be  restored  to  the  1 
of  my  child,"  said  the  proud  mere! 
39  he  saw  the  governess  and  the  ni 
and  slaves  flying  from  her,  afr^ud 
some  evil  spirit  had  been  near 
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**  indulge  her  most  trifling  wishes/* 
continued  he,  assuming  that  air  of  im- 
posing grandeur,  which  only  the  high 
and  mighty  are  allowed  to  put  on.  *•  Be 
soothed,  be  comforted/' 

"  Never,  never,  till  I  have  it,*'  cried 
the  child ;  *^  let  me  go  out  upon  the 
mountains  and  the  lake,  to  see  his  angel 
form,  to  hear  his  voice  once  more/' 

"  I  wish  it  had  a  name,"  said  Shafibu 
Paca,  "  and  I  would  nm  myself  over 
the  world  and  fetch  it/' 

*^  I  will  give  the  Aashari  dromedary, 
and  ten  of  my  finest  steeds,  with  my 
best  diamonds  and  pearls,  and  a  mil- 
lion of  Spanish  ducats,"  said  Ada  Reis^ 
^to  whoever  discovers  what  malady 
has  fallen  upon  my  child/' 

"  Is  it  the  milk-white  steed  the  Bey 
rode  upon  yesterday,"  said  Aura  j  **  or 
can  it  be  the  young  mameluke,  who 
brought  the  tiger  to  her  ?" 
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"  No,  no,"  said  the  child. 

"Or  is  it  the  house  drawn  by  six* 
teen  goats,  belonging  to  a  strange  mtn 
— ^apoet?" 

Weeping  with  disappointment  upoB 
the  bosom  of  her  father ;  "  it  is  none 
of  these.  Alas !  I  love  you,  sir,  u 
you  know  well  enough,  better  than 
my  jewels,  my  dresses,  my  favourite 
horse,  and  my  singing-birds ;  but  I 
shall  never  recover,  if  I  have  not  that 
which  I  beheld  flying  in  the  skies, 
ascending  to  the  stars.*' 

And  now  the  treasures  of  the  coun« 
try  were  ransacked,  and  brought  before 
Ada  Reis ;  the  story  of  Fiormonda'a 
illness  reached  the  ears  of  the  Pasha 
and  the  Bey  j  from  far  and  near  every 
novelty,  every  wonder — ^giants,  dwarfs, 
elephants,  were  brought  to  Ada  Reis, 
and  displayed  to  the  child.  But  vain 
were  all  the  efforts,  all  the  cost.    The 
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rarities  were  received  with  indifference, 
and  viewed  by  the  heiress  of  Ada  Reis 
with  strong  emotions  of  disappoint- 
ment and  disgust:  her  faded  form  and 
altered  manners  alarmed  her  doting 
friends.    They  then  sent  for  a  christian 
physician,  who  was  at  Cairo,  offering 
him  any  sum  which  might  induce  him 
to  undertake  the  case.     The  learned 
man  from  Cairo  came,   and  all  the 
shriefs  and  sages  who  could  be  sum- 
moned elsewhere  answered  a  similar 
call ;  the  concourse  was  great,  the  con- 
sultation long.     "  Some  fiend  has  cast 
his  eye  upon  the  child;  it  is  insanity 
has  struck  upon  the  brain ;  terror  has 
diseased  the  nervous  system.'* 

This  opinion  had  just  been  given, 
when  an  immense  concourse  of  Arabs 
from  the  mountains  filled  the  courts. 
A  shiek  forced  his  way  into  the  apart- 
ment, and  loudly  calling  for  Ada  Reis^ 
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desired  permission  himself  to  spe^k  i 
the  child.  And  when  it  was  giveie 
^*  Is  he,  of  whom  yon  infant  is  i 
search/*  he  said,  "  a  boy  with  flan 
hair,  whose  bright  blue  eyes,  and  ang 
smile,  awaken  the  heart  to  love  ?  ! 
this  the  bauble,''  he  continued,  holdii 
in  his  hand  a  diamond  ball,  '^  whi( 
plays,  when  touched,  soft  music? 
this  the  pen,  which  writes  from  tl 
heart  that  loves  it,  fervent  wishes,  ew 
were  ipo  scroll  but  the  desert  waste 
hand  upon  which  to  write  ?  are  the 
the  beads  ?" 

"  They  are !  they  are !"  cried  the  d 
lighted  child ;  her  bright  eyes  beai 
ing  through  her  tears,  as  she  he 
her  arms  eagerly  out  to  the  Aral 
and  once  again  obtained  possessi< 
of  those  gifts  she  had  possibly  lost 
her  eagerness  to  seek  him  who  hj 
given  them. 
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Arab  shiek  glanced  his  wily 
3ye  around,  he  smiled^  whilst 
I  spirit  showed  itself  plainly  in 
zzling  brightness  of  that  eye. 
ing  from  his  rough  grasp,  Iior- 
now  retreated  back  to  her  couch 
m,  while  Kabkarra,  for  it  was 
^^  clapping  his  hands,  with  a  loud 

exclaimed,  "  *Tis  well,  Fior« 
;  and  thy  impatience  and  thy 
;e  shall  soon  place  thee  in  my 

Sleep,  however,  now,  for  thou 
ary.  What  a  fire  I  will  kindle  in 
oung  heart  when  time  has  ma-^ 
thee  for  my  purpose !"  He  then 
ed  from  the  room,  leaving  the 
Ada  Ileis,  Shaffou  Paca,  and  the 
company  in  much  consternation. 
leep  sleep  now  fell  upon  Fior- 
i;  and  the  rest  of  the  by-standers, 
ed  by  many  days  of  constant  at- 
ice,  were  happy,  as  they  could 
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not  explain  to  each  other  what  hsu 
taken  place,  to  retire  and  compoi 
themselves.  The  fever  abated ;  Fior 
monda  smiled  on  her  father,  and  he 
eyes  closed ;  soon  every  one  slept. 

The  moon  shone  brightly  in  at  tha 
open  casement,  the  sweet  perfume  ol 
the  rose  and  the  jasmine  scented  the 
air :  "  Wake,  lovely  child !"  said  i 
voice :  *'  Awake,  and  see  thy  guardiai 
spirit,  or  in  thy  dreams  be  blest  by  hi 
presence."  Fiormonda  opened  he 
beautiful  eyes,  and  Phaos  was  at  he 
side.  She  talked  with  him.  He  endea 
voured  to  sooth  her :  he  told  her  h 
had  only  left  her  to  avoid  the  present 
of  those  who  could  not  endure  him 
but  that  while  she  continued  good 
and  pious,  and  pure,  he  never  woulc 
forsake  her.  His  was  not  love,  althougl 
he  came  by  stealth  at  that  lone  hour ; 
it  was  a  feeling  which  can  be  imaginec 
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but  by  few :  poets  and  painters  have 
that  feeling,  when  in  ecstasy  they  gaze 
upon   the   calm  beauties  of  nature; 
childhood  has  that  feeling,  when  at 
the  twilight  hour,  upon  a  summer's 
evening,  the  gay  and  weary  children, 
tired  with  sport  and  play,  sit  on  the 
grass  and  listen  to  the  rippling  of  a 
stream,  soft  music,  or  watch  the  pass- 
ing clouds ;  age  has  that  feeling  when 
near  the  friend  or  child  it  loves,  it 
listens  to  the  chime  of  bells,  and  the 
memory  of  past  times  returns.     Ror- 
monda  conversed  with  Phaos,  and  be- 
came calm  and  gentle. 

In  the  morning  she  was  found  by 
Shaffou  Paca  perfectly  restored  to 
bealth*  Ada  Reis  shortly  after,  satis- 
fied with  her  convalescence,  and  fa- 
tigued with  the  prate  of  the  maids  and 
physicians,  took  his  leave,  promising, 
however,  soon  to  return. 

VOL.  I.  H 
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CHAPTER  IX, 

Dangerous  were  the  feelings  which 
now  agitated  Fiormonda's  mind.  Kab»   ' 
l^ftrra  had  spoken  truly  when  he  had  said 
that  as  ^he  grew  in  years  a  violent  spirit 
would  show  itself.    Innocent  she  was } 
hut  wild  fancies  and  strange  hopes  and 
fears  arose  to  delude  her  reason :  she 
saw  not  things  as  they  are — ^wild  en- 
thusiasm and  romantic  passion  gave  a 
false  colouring  to  every  object.   In  the 
very  tone  of  her  voice,  in  the  songs  she 
sung,  in  her  impassioned  manner,  she^ 
already  proved  the  truth  of  his  pre- 
d^¥tio^s.     In  tlje  mean  time,   every 
night  and  every  bright  morning,  with 
tho^  rising  aJQd  setting  star,.  Phaos  s^ 
pQ9f  ^d  to  her,  ipstilHng  into  her  hea^rt 
sentiments  of  virtue  and  beneficei»«e» 
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earn  or  lake,  amidst  flowers,  or 
esses  in  the  wood,  these  happy 
mocent  children  met  and  con- 
. :  she  was  attached  to  him  ;  she 
igrossed  by  him.  He  talked  to 
piety,  and  innocence,  and  hap- 
,  and  reprimanded  gently  all  her 
:  but  too  much  of  woman's  love 
sd  already  with  the  feeling  of  at- 
snt  she  felt  for  her  guardian  at- 
it ;  he  repressed — he  seemed  to 
ich  emotion— -he  chilled  her — 
Imonished  her  to  keep  a  stricter 
over  her  thoughts.  At  length 
gan  to  feel  somewhat  of  fatigue 
presence,  she  did  not  always  hear 
th  the  same  patience,  and  somc- 
ler  volatile  spirits  led  her  from 
e  discourses.  Her  mind  dwelt 
ipon  the  pleasures  of  life  than  he 
I.  She  was  ambitious,  too ;  she 
of  war — of  triumph ;   splendid 

H  £ 
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jewels  pleased  her  fancy ;   above  all, 
she  detested  the  calm  state  her  present 
companion  described.  She  broke  forth 
into  a  strain  of  ridicule :  in  one  inter- 
view he  found  her  decking  herself  with 
jewels  which  the  Bey  had  presented  to 
her;  in  another,  she  burst  into  frenzy, 
speaking  to  her  attendants  in  the  im- 
perious tone  her  father  ever  assumed  : 
it  was  then  that  the  guardian  of  her 
childhood  became  seriously  offended; 
he  had  often  reprimanded  her,   and 
sometimes  he  had  seen,  with  grief,  that 
his  admonitions  tired,   and  that    she 
began  somewhat  to  smile  at  his  ro- 
mantic  hopes  and  wishes.      He   de- 
scribed a  course  of  life,  which  had  not 
the  same  attractions  for  herself  as  for 
him  ;  he  talked  of  a  happy  state,  when 
two  pure  and  innocent  beings  might 
live  for  each  other,  and  do  good  to 
those  who  were  less  blest ;  he   spoke 
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of  a  country  where  all  worshipped 
and  adored  the  true  Deity,  and  fisuth 
and  benevolence  were  cherished  above 
riches  and  beauty ;  where,  in  order  to 
obey  a  great  Creator,  passions  were  to 
be  subdued,  and  trials  were  to  be  en- 
dured without  a  murmur ;  all  glare,  all 
pomp,  all  vanity  he  detested,  and  Fior- 
monda  acknowledged  that  she  liked 
every  thing  of  the  sort :  in  his  own 
country,  he  said,  men  had  perfect  ho- 
nour,  and  women  were  gentle,  pure, 
and  obedient.  He  maintained  that 
beauty  and  truth  were  religion,  and  all 
else  was  deceit  and  vice.  He  shed 
tears  over  Fiormonda  when  she  boasted 
of  her  expectations  upon  earth.  He 
bade  her  look  above  for  support ;  her 
duty  was  to  be  humble  and  gentle. 
She  smiled  when  he  thus  addressed  her. 
His  ideas,  she  said,  were,  she  feared, 
too  romantic  for  this  world— after  all, 
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whilst  upon  earth,  we  must  respect 
even  the  prejudices  of  our  fellow  crea- 
tures;   satire  and  ridicule  had  their 
effect.    Fear  of  the  bitter  irony  of  Ada 
Reis  had  already,  in  some  degree,  in- 
fluenced her  mind ;  she  thought,  also, 
that  she  saw  in  her  new  friend  an  in- 
experience and  a  want  of  knowledge  of 
the  world,  which  she  was  sure  would 
not  be  tolerated  in  a  city  like  Tripoly, 
and  in  an  age  as  enlightened  as  the  pre- 
sent ;  yet  was  he  very  dear  to  her,  and 
she  grieved  to  see  him  more  and  more 
seldom. 

Her  recovery  had  now  been  some 
time  complete,  and  Shaflbu  Paca  main* 
tained  that  the  sooner  she  espoused 
the  Bey  the  better.  In  her  country 
eight  years  of  age  was  thought  a  very 
reasonable  period  at  which  to  marry ; 
at  thirteen  some  of  her  companions  had 
already  a  family  of  children^.     But 
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Ada  Reis  could  not  quite  make  up  his 
mind  to  consent  to  the  marriage :  he 
had  ideas  of  future  aggrandizement, 
which  were  not  sufficiently  definite  to 
justify  him  in  an  absolute  refusal ;  yet 
he  delayed  to  give  his  entire  consent 
to  an  immediate  union,  and  resolved 
even  to  consult  Kabkarra  upon  the 
subject. 

A  change  had  imperceptibly  taken 
place,  within  the  last  year,  in  Fior- 
monda's  air  and  manner.  The  passion 
of  love  had  been  awakened  in  her 
ardent  breast ;  but  though  she  fancied 
the  object  of  it  to  be  her  guardian  at- 
tendant, he  was,  in  fact,  far  from  en- 
tirely engrossing  her  affections. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

There  are  some  who  say  women 
seldom  justly  appreciate  real  merit; 
their  imaginations  and  passions  beguile 
them ;  and  the  rare  qualities  of  the 
mind,  which  refuse  to  obtrude  them- 
selves, seldom  attach.     Ada  Reis  in 
his  narrative  makes  no  such  reflection; 
he  merely  says,  that  Fiormonda  was 
alone  captivated  by  the  mystery  which 
gave  interest  to  her  secret  meetings 
with  her  youthful  admirer;   whereas 
every  day,  as  she  advanced  in  years, 
her  ambitious  hopes  gained  strength, 
and  enthusiasm  and  passion  turned  her 
mind  from  the  duties  and  affections  of 
friendship.     Ada  Reis  confesses  that 
until  this  time  he  had  little  or  no  sus- 
picion of  his  daughter's  attachment  to 
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the  beautiful  boy;  he  considered  her 
as  safe  under  the  guidance  of  Shaffou 
Paca,  and  at  length  the  vigilance  of  that 
lady  detected  Fiormonda's  secret  in- 
terviews with  Zevahir.  She  lost  no  time 
in  warning  Ada  Reis  of  his  daughter's 
danger ;  she  further  commui)icated  her 
strong  suspicion  that  the  intruder  was 
not  a  mere  mortal  being,  but  probably 
an  evil  spirit ;  of  this,  indeed,  she  had 
Utde  doubt,  as  she  was  a  firm  beUever 
in  everything  that  exceeded  the  bounds 
of  credibility. 

Ada  Reis,  upon  this  intelligence,  de- 
termined upon  putting  his  daughter 
out  of  harm's  way,  by  instantly  cele- 
brating her  marriage  with  the  Bey. 
He  made  a  speedy  communication  of 
his  intention  to  the  Pasha ;  who,  well 
aware  of  his  immense  wealth,  had  long 
been  very  urgent  upon  this  subject ; 
and  the  most  splendid  preparations 
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were  in  consequence  made  to  solemnize 
the  nuptials. 

Matters  stood  thus,  when  Phaos,  one 
evening  upon  entering  flormonda'8 
apartment,  and  finding  her  in  no  hu- 
mour to  converse  rationally  with  hinii 
button  the  contrary,  vain, obdurate,  and 
flighty,  warned  her  that  he  was  about 
to  leave  her  for  ever.  "  Farewell^  love- 
liest!*' he  said:  "since  my  attachment 
can  neither  touch  you  nor  bind  you,  it 
is  decreed  that  we  must  part ;  the  time 
is  come,  and  without  one  word  of  re* 
proach,  I  quit  you :  look  upon  me  once^ 
since  we  shall  meet  perhaps  no  more* 
The  world  and  its  false  vanities  have 
already  allured  your  young  heart  firom 
nature  and  innocence ;  you  are  about 
to  enter  upon  a  career  of  vanity  and 
deceit;  sometimes,  perhaps,  you  will 
remember  your  happiest  days;  the  day  a 
when  you  were  innocent  and  loved  by 
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vne :  then  was  your  heart  pure  and  affec- 
tionate ;  then  were  virtue,  truth,  and 
honour,  the  only  feelings  which  you 
venerated.    My  love  for  you  has  been 
holy  as  piety,  as  beautiful,  and  as  true : 
your  early  faith  and  infant  prayer  drew 
me  down  to  guard  you ;  your  womanish 
vanity  and  errors  have  rendered  my  stay 
impossible.     Go,  therefore;  for  your 
very  name  has  doomed  you  to  be  the 
ephemeral  plant  of  a  perishable  world. 
But  you  have  a  soul,  whatever  false  phi- 
losophy may  say  for  the  purpose  of  per- 
suading you  to  doubt  it,  and  one  day 
YOU  will  be  called  to  account  for  all 
your  actions.     1,  the  lover  of  your  in- 
fancy, must  leave  you  ;  to  part  is  death 
to  you,  and  agony  to  me.     Virtue  de- 
lights in  concealing  her  beauties,  that 
the  mean,  the  corrupt,  the  profligate 
may  not  run  after  her  and  admire  her 
as  they  would  do  could  they  see  her* 
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Vice,  hideous  and  deformed,  stalln 
abroad  dressed  in  jewels  and  omameirit 
to  attract  the  inexperienced.  Oh,  E<» 
monda,  cherish  yet  in  thy  young  heait 
the  good  seed  which  has  been  implanted 
there.  You  have  snapped  asunder  the 
cords  that  bound  us  together,  and  I 
am  forced  to  quit  you.  Farewell,  be- 
loved child ;  for  worldly  honour  and 
accursed  vanity  you  have  abandoned 
me."  Thus  saying,  he  broke  from  her 
and  left  her,  with  more  solemnity  than 
could  have  been  expected  from  his 
youth. 

Fiormonda  thought  him  but  gone 
for  a  moment;  he  had  ever  returned 
when  her  pen  expressed  her  wishes  to 
that  effect,  and  as  every  bead  she  read 
spoke  to  her  but  of  love,  tenderness, 
and  faith,  she  gave  herself  but  little 
concern  at  his  bidding  her  farewell; 
and  even  felt  the  silly  vanity  of  a  co- 


iw  him  not,  however,  the  ensuing 
In  the  evening,  she  talked  of 
eft  who  was  so  soon,  she  heard, 
im  her  hand,  and  take  her  to  his 
J :  she  tried  on  every  variety  of 
Ebr  this  occasion,  and  was  pleased 
he  adulation  and  praises  of  her 
laats.  Never  was  beauty  seen 
ssing  hers,  and  she  admired  her< 
>  the  full  as  much  as  did  her  ad- 
g  slaves ;  but  her  heart  was  still 
led  to  her  guardian  spirit,  and, 
iigK  she  liked  to  show  her  power, 

0  sooner  missed  his  visits  than  she 

1  ardently  and  eagerly  to  pine, 
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CHAPTER  XL 

As  soon,  however,  as  Fiormoiidft 
found  that  her  lover  had  really  left 
her,  she  informed  Shaffou  Paca  of  aBi 
that  had  passed ;  repeated  the  wordi 
Phaos  had  addressed  to  her,  sang  ovec 
his  songs,  showed  his  presents,  md 
wept  and  pined,  and  complained  ifl 
the  same  violent  way  which  she  hai 
done  after  their  first  interview.  "  He 
is,"  she  said,  ^Hhe  page  Zevahir ;  he  has 
watched  over  me  from  my  birth ;  be  is 
all  that  is  good  and  beneficent ;  he  was 
my  mother's  friend  in  early  life ;  he  is 
a  guardian  spirit,  he  bore  my  prayers 
up  to  the  throne  of  Heaven,  he  watched 
me  whilst  I  slept,  and  I  have  lost  him 
by  my  own  faults  and  folly !" 

There  was  a  certain  juice  Ada  Reis 
applied  to  his  daughter's  lips  whenever 
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rceived  passion  was  likely  to  over- 
r  her  reason;  and  there  was  a 
pitched  to  a  low  tone,  by  which, 
enraged  himself,  he  endeavoured 
idulate  his  own  voice :  but  on  the 
tit  occasion,  when  Shaifou  Paca, 
»  Zoe,  negroes  and  negresses,  go- 
rs  and  governesses,   sub-gover- 

tutors,  nurses,  and  attendants, 
grating  together  in  his  antecham- 
nd  from  thence  all  at  once  break* 
ito  his  presence,  informed  him  of 

had  taken  place — the  juice  and 
ipe  were  applied  in  vain  ;  he  fell 
»ne  of  his  paroxysms;  he  even  tore 
te  lock  out  of  his  beard,  which  had 
jrown  there  the  admiration  of  the 
I  of  his  harem,  all  the  rest  being  Qf 
utiful  auburn,  and  curling  like  to 
m  wire.  He  struck  his  own  head 
ly,  and  was  very  near  repeating 
3low  with  greater  violence  upon 


lis  ADA  REIS. 

that  of  others.  At  length  he  became 
calm—"  And  who  is  this  stripHng," 
he  cried,  "  and  where  are  his  villanooi 
gifts  ?  bring  them  and  the  Lilla  Ror- 
monda  before  me.  Kabkarra !  I  invoke 
your  aid.  Who  knows  where  to  find 
Kabkarra  ?" 

"  I  do/'  said  Shaffou  Paca  j  «  and 
had  I  followed  his  wise  counsels,  my 
young  charge  had  not  been  now  ex- 
posed to  the  arts  and  seductions  of  I 
know  not  whom.'* 

Here  Shaffou  Paca  was  again  inter- 
rupted  by  the  rage  of  Ada  Reis,  which 
knew  no  bounds :  execrating  her  want 
of  severity,  and  his  own  blindness,  he 
vowed  vengeance  on  a  youth,  who,  by 
all  the  marvels  he  had  heard  of  him, 
could  scarcely  be  esteemed  a  mortal 
being,  or  liable  to  such  proofs  of  his 
resentment  as  it  was  his  present  inten- 
tion to  bestow  upon  him. 


\ 


^ 
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The  scattered  remnants  of  broken 
furniture  were  no  sooner  removed, 
and  the  chamber  restored  to  order, 
than  the  obedient  troop  of  wives  and 
daves  went  to  communicate  to  Ilor- 
monda  the  wishes  of  Ada  Reis,  which 
occasioned  nearly  as  tremendous  a  fit 
of  fury  in  the  child,  as  that  which  had 
been  displayed  by  her  father.      Her 
paroxysm  being  likewise  over,  and  the 
attire  of  the  Lilla  set  to  rights,  the 
procession  took  place ;  two  black  wo- 
men bearing  the  gifts  first,  and  Fior- 
monda  following,  her   lovely  cheeks 
bedewed  with  tears,  the  white  catalpa 
still  blooming  fresh  upon  her  bosom. 
Ah !  who  that  had  seen  that  soft  blue 
eye  downcast,  and  covered  by  its  jetty 
fringe,  as  with  slow  and  calm  step  she 
gently  followed  her  guardians  like  a 
lamb  to  the  altar,  could  possibly  have 
believed  that  a  moment  before,  she 

VOL.   I.  I 
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had  knocked  down  the  vases  in  the 
state  apartment,  and  had  torn  in  pieces 
the  celebrated  veil  wrought  in  Egypt 
for  Bianca  di  Castamela,  her  mother, 
and  presented  to  her  by  Ada  Reis  as 
the  most  wonderful  specimen  of  the 
art ;  could  Fiormonda,  that  lovely,  that 
gentle  child,  have  given  the  yellow 
slave  that  terrible  bump  upon  his  right 
eye,  or  have  impressed  a  wound  upon 
the  arm  of  Shaffou  Paca,  who  now  fol- 
lowed her,  venting  her  ill-humour  by 
ceaseless  complaint  ? 

Ada  Reis,  when  he  beheld  her,  ex- 
claimed, "  Child  of  an  unhappy  con- 
nexion, you  little  know  the  danger  in 
which  you  now  stand :  a  royal  suitor 
awaits  you,  a  diadem,  is  yours  if  you 
obey  my  commands ;  but  the  wretch, 
who  has  gazed  upon  you,  whom  you 
meet  in  secret,  is  a  sorcerer — ^an  evil 
spirit.     I  will  return  his  gifts,  or,*'  he 
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continued,  as  he  now  fixed  his  eyes 
upon  these  wonderful  toys,  "  I  will 
keep  them ;  not  indeed  knowing  unto 
whom  I  am  to  return  them  at  present ; 
and,  until  the  arrival  of  Kabkarra,  the 
friend  of  our  family,  you  shall  remain 
under  my  own  superintendance.'*  After 
having  said  thus  much,  AdaReis,  much 
appeased  by  this  show  of  authority,  and 
ttie  established  certainty,  that  no  one 
dared  contradict  or  oppose  him,  exa- 
mined one  after  the  other  the  gifts 
which  Phaos  had  presented  to  his  child. 
Fiormonda,  as  she  first  delivered  the 
beads  to  her  father,  taking  the  glass, 
read  upon  one,  "  I  am  as  miserable  as 
yourself;"  the  next  said,  "fear  not;*' 
the  third  said,  "  love  me  ;'*  the  fourth 
shed  tears ;  the  fifth  breathed  sighs ; 
and  all  the  other  beads  said  some  one 
of  those  flattering  sayings,  which  love 
only  knows  how  to  say.  Rormonda 
then  put  one  to  her  lips  as  Ada  Reis,  in 

i2 
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an  angry  tone,  asked  why  she  delayed 
so  long  to  give  him  the  bauble;  the 
bead,  breathing  softly,  returned  the 
kiss  she  gave.  "  Wonderful!*'  she 
cried :  "  I  cannot  part  with  this.*' 

"  Cannot,"  said  Ada  Reis  furiously, 
**  why  I  will  give  thee  a  kingdom  for 
this  foolish  chain;  and  your  royal 
suitor  shall  hang  upon  your  neck  a 
string  of  pearls,  each  pearl  posseising 
worth  enough  therewith  to  purchase  a 
monarch's  diadem." 

"Never!"  said  Fiormonda  faintly; 
but  she  gave  up  the  beads ;  and  whilst 
Ada  Reis,  examining  them  with  con- 
tempt,  said  they  were  in  his  eyes  like 
mere  common  ornaments,  Fiormonda 
addressed  her  pen,  whicb  from   her 
hand  wrote  as  in  the  air,  "  Come  to 
my  assistance,  angel  of  peace !    Yes,  I 
am  true  to  you ;  I  will  be  gentle,  vir- 
tuous, obedient;  I  never  will  belong 
to  tAe  JBcy  or  the  rich  Jew  i  Iwillleam 
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to  command  my  passions ;  I  will  learn 
to  obey." 

Scarce  had  the  pen  expressed  her 
thoughts,  when  Ada  Reis  snatched  it 
from  her,  "  And  for  this  trifling  quill 
my  lilla  Castamela  shall  have  an  ele- 
phant, a  dromedary,  and  a  diamond 
crown/* 

The  musical  ball  was  next  displayed, 
but  that  ball  which  had  sung  so  sweetly 
to  fiormonda,  and  sounded  like  the 
voice  of  her  lover,  now  was  silent,  and 
when  at  length  moved  to  play,  only 
imitated  the  martial  gong,  or  the  loud 
kettle-drum,  and  war-whoop. 

"  See,*'  said  Ada  Reis,  when  he  had 
gained  his  point,  turning  with  authority 
to  Shaffou  Paca,  "  see  that  better  care 
be  taken  to  keep  intruders  from  my 
house,  or  your  miserable  life  may  end 
somewhat  sooner  than  you  perhaps 
wish.  Command  the  guards  to  keep 
^strict  watch  in  future.** 


118  ADA  REIS. 


CHAPTER  XIL 

Shaffou  Paca  and  the  guards  did 
their  duty;    but  how  vain   are  the 
commands  of  a  despot,  and  of  what 
avail  is  force  against  the  free  spirit? 
A  thousand  thoughts,  bom  and  bred 
under  this  durance,  ripened  in  Ror- 
monda's  mind,  and  taught  her  to  value 
that  which  she  had  lost  by  her  own 
fickleness  and  presumption :  how  end- 
less the  day  appeared,  and  how  cheer- 
less the  evening  without  her  second 
self,  her  other  half!    What  struggling 
passions  waged  war  with  each  other  in 
her  mind !   She  pined  for  she  knew  not 
what:  she  talked  of  virtue,  heaven,  and 
immortal  hopes — ^worldly  honours  and 
costly  attire  J   made  transitions  from 
the  stars  of  the  blessed  to  the  good 
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things  of  this  world,  with  a  rapidity 
and   facility  astonishing  to  the   by- 
standers.   Love,  fear,  hope,  heaven, 
Phaos,  the  Bey,  and  Kabkarra,  were 
alternately  subjects  of  her  incoherent 
conversation :  until  at  length  Shaffou 
Paca  maintained  that  a  struggle  be- 
tween the  evil  and  the  good  principle 
was  taking  place   within  her  mind, 
which  would  probably  end  in  the  total 
alienation  of  her  reason.    Sickness  fell 
upon  her.     Life  in  all  its  glorious  pro- 
mise faded  before  her.    Doubts,  fears, 
passions,  arose  within  her  breast ;  and 
Ada  Reis,  alarmed,  and  awake  to  her 
danger,  resolved,  without  loss  of  time, 
to  invoke  once  more  the  aid  of  Kab- 
karra. Her  illness  increasing,  the  blacks 
began  to  howl  and  scream  the  dying 
yell    Shaffou  Paca  exclaimed,  "  If  it 
be  your  wish,"  addressing  Ada  Reis, 
**  my  son  shall  be  here  this  night :  the 
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way  is  long,  it  is  true,  but  at  a  word  I 
can  make  him  come." 

«  Ha  r  «aid  Ada  Reis,  "  well,  them 
bring  him  before  mej"  and  Shafim 
Paca,  pleased  with  a  display  of  hef 
power,  did  not  observe  the  dark  suap* 
cious  frown  of  surprise  and  anger  which 
now  overspread  her  master's  counter 
nance ;  she,  with  all  the  despatch  iB 
her  power,  obeyed  his  commands. 

But  Kabkarra,  offended,  refused  to 
attend  the   summons  of  Ada   Reis. 
"  The  lilla    Fiormonda,"   he    said, 
**  has  much  wronged  and  displeased 
me;  she  has  contracted  a  friendsliip 
with  another:  let  her  rue  her  folly« 
To  prove,  however,  that  my  regard 
is  not  entirely  extinguished,  I  send  in 
my  place  a  skilful  female,  Zezel  Peer 
Banyan,  who  will  tend  the  Lilla  with 
all  the  care  and  all  the  art  which  her 
malady  requires." 
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Shaffou  Pacu  informed  Ada  Reis  of 
this  mandate,  and  he  received  the  in- 
telligence as  the  head  of  a  family  re- 
ceives the  news  of  the  arrival  of  the 
apothecary  when  he  has  sent  for,  and 
expects,  a  renowned  physician. 

At  half  an  hour  after  ten  at  night, 
five  hours  and  three-quarters  before 
the  full  of  the  moon,  Zezel  Peer  Ban- 
yan arrived,  and  seating  herself  upon 
a  mat  in  the  child's  apartment,  began 
drawing  lines  with  her  finger  upon  the 
palm  of  her  other  hand,  and  appeared 
very  well  satisfied  with  herself  and 
situation.  A  chant  from  without  was 
at  that  moment  heard,  and  a  troop  of 
Arabs  bearing  torches  entered  the 
house  and  surrounded  her,  whilst  a 
procession  of  Arab  children  followed, 
with  charms,  and  spells,  and  serpents, 
and  messes  in  their  hands.  The  chil- 
dren were  all  nearly  of  the  age  of  the 


122  ADA  REIS. 

invalid:  they  ranged  themselves 
rows  before  the  couch,  and  sung 
short  impressive  accents,  not  wb 
inharmonious,  a  song  or  hymn  to 
dying  child.  Their  gestures  and 
couth  garb  gave  an  animated  aii 
wild  emotion  to  their  countenan 
whilst  they  danced  and  played  in  i 
sterious  attitudes. 

Zezel  Peer  Banyan,  in  the  m< 
time,  enveloped  in  a  loose  dark  woo 
blanket,  or  baracan,  one  eye  of  t< 
ble  fierceness  alone  appearing,  s 
around,  as  if  performing  some  of 
ceremonies  of  a  Marabut,  at  the  si 
time  shrieking  as  loud  as  her  ho 
voice  would  permit.  She  then  sta 
upon  the  Koran,  and  squatted  hei 
down  upon  the  carpet  in  the  mi< 
of  the  room ;  the  children,  like  ii 
dancing  wildly  around  her.  Fiormc 
moved  not.   The  sorceress  then  stl 
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mess  up  with  a  variety  of  gestures ; 

Arabs   and   children    prostrated 

'tiheinselves  before  her,   all  shrieking 

like  herself;  after  which,  in  discordant 

accents,  they  sang  deep  and  tremulous 

invocations.     A  flame  arose  from  the 

caldron. 

Upon  this  sign  Zezel  Peer  Banyan 
bade  them  return  to  their  homes.  Then 
taking  with  her  hand  somewhat  from 
the  flame,  she  seated  herself  upon  the 
mat,  entirely  enveloped  in  her  black 
baracan,  with  her  one  bright  eye  alone 
in  view,  and  that  fixed  like  a  basilisk's 
upon  the  child.  Silence  and  terror  un- 
paralleled reigned  through  the  apart- 
ment; even  Shaffou  Paca  was  awed,* 
and  the  blacks  obeying  the  gestures, 
which  bade  them  depart  one  by  one, 
slowly  left  the  room.  No  sooner  had 
every  one  retreated,  than  the  Arab 
fairy  began  again  to  whii'l  around  with 


124  ADA  REIS. 

terrific  attitudes  and  horrid  gestures*. 
She  danced  too,  and  for  so  long,  that 
at  length  her  dance  became  one  con- 
tinued convulsion;  she  laughed,  she 
howled,  she  stampt,  she  sung,  till  flor- 
monda,  from  a  state  of  insensibility, 
arose  trembling,  and  called  for  Aura 
and  Zoe,  and  even  for  Shafibu  Paca— 
but  in  vain.  Again  Zezel  Peer  Banyan 
re-seated  herself  in  silence,  fixing  her 
eye,  in  a  fearful  manner.  The  child^ 
kneeling,  implored  her  to  speak,  and 
asked  in  mercy  who  she  was.  The  my- 
sterious being  approaching  her,  with  a 
laugh,  suddenly  snatched  her  from  her 
couch.  At  this  moment  the  dark  bara- 
can  fell,  and  flormonda  found  herself 
in  the  arms  of  a  fierce  Arab  chief,  who 
cried,  "  Ha!  lovely  one,  thou  art  mine! 
I  have  made  thee  well  !*'  pressed  her 
lips  rudely  to  his,  and  looked  upon  her 
with  exulting  triumph.      "  Passions 
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aive  bound  thee  to  me,"  he  cried» 
Ilres,  wild  and  lawless,  wait  but  op- 
ortunity  and  temptation  to  rage  with- 
ci  thy  breast ;  thou  shalt  be  mine ! — 
»e  mine  !'* 

Ada  Reis  at  this  moment  entered, 
md  the  warrior  re-assuming  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  sorceress,  and  folding 
the  cloak  again  around  him,  said,  as  he 
placed  over  the  child  a  girdle  of  the 
finest  jewels,  which  he  had  drawn  from 
without  the  caldron,  "  Remember  me 
when  we  meet  again,  and  by  this  token, 
give  not  thy  hand  to  any  one  here,  for 
m  imperial  crown  awaits  thee/* 

He  then  retired,  but  the  apartment 
remained  full  of  jewels,  perfumes, 
gifts ;  and  the  negresses,  and  Aura, 
and  Zoe,  had  received  bona  manos 
from  Zezel  Peer  Banyan,  they  said,  as 
she  went  out.  Some,  however,  hinted, 
thai  this  Zezel  Peer  Banyan  was  no 
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Other  than  Kabkarra,  the  Jew,  the  son  of 
ShafTou  Paca.  Suspicions  had  entered 
the  mind  of  Ada  Reis,  and  sending 
several  of  his  black  slaves  to  bring  thiA 
lady  instantly  before  him,  "  Strang! 
things,"  he  said,  "  he  had  been  in  tlrf 
habit  of  seeing  and  hearing  all  the  dayi 
of  his  life ;  common  wonders  he  con* 
sidered  as  of  small  consequence ;  even 
the  chess-men  he  had  tolerated ;  but 
now  it  occurred  to  him,  that  Zub4n* 
yann,  the  evil  one,  and  Zezel  Peer 
Banyan,  the  sorceress,  were  imposing 
upon  the  facility  of  his  disposition,  and 
before  he  was  aware,  Fiormonda,  his 
lovely  child,  his  only  living  child,  would 
be  in  their  power/'  Considerably  dis- 
turbed by  these  apprehensions,  he  fixed 
his  eyes  sternly  upon  ShafFou  Paca, 
awaiting,  in  a  majestic  attitude,her  ap- 
proach. Her  natural  infirmities  were 
greatly  increased  by  the  alarm  which 
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lis  sudden  summons  had  caused  her ; 
16  negresses  too  were  tottering  and 
rembling  behind,  and  the  blacks,  who 
rere  afraid  of  their  master,  hurried  her 
long  for  fear  of  enraging  him  by  the 
east  delay,  regardless  of  the  unfor- 
;unate  lameness,  which  prevented  her 
idvancing  quickly,  with  her  short  leg 
foremost ;  this  short  leg  being  her  chief 
stay,  the  other  circling  round  it,  as  the 
long  shank  of  a  pair  of  compasses  turns 
about  the  shorter  when  it  is  planted. 
She  now  approached  Ada  Reis ;  as  she 
came  up  close  within  his  view  his  gra- 
vity left  him,  and  for  one  moment  he 
fell  back  with  laughter  upon  beholding 
her. 

This  reception,  in  some  measure,  re- 
assured her ;  but  when  he  charged  her 
with  being  mother  to  a  sorcerer,  and 
questioned  her  upon  the  subject  of  the 
Jew  Kabkarra,  she  nearly  fainted ;  her 
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two  negresses  put  some  clova 
cinnamon  to  her  nose,  and  offerc 
a  small  cup  of  orange-flower  watc 
she  thought  it  a  disrespect  to 
any  of  these  things  in  presence  oi 
Reis,  and,  shaking  from  head  to 
answered  his  questions  in  the  folh 
manner. 

"  Are  you  married  ?'* 

"  I  was/' 

"  To  whom  ?" 

"  To  a  vendor  of  slippers,  a  J( 

"  What  was  his  name  ?*' 

"  Kabkarra  !'* 

"  Ha  y*  said  Ada  Reis,  and  sj 
from  his  cushion.  "  What  becai 
your  husband  ?" 

"  He  died  of  the  plague  ten 
ago.^' 

"  Had  you  any  children  ?** 

"  One.'' 

"Where  is  he?'' 
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'    **  He  wanders  about  the  world,  he 
is  your  servant." 

*^  Answer  straight,  thou  old  sorce- 
ress*/' stamping  with  his  foot,  and 
ordering  two  of  his  blacks  to  tie  a  sash 
around  her  neck,  and  strangle  her  if 
she  prevaricated ;  "  answer  me,  or  you 
8haU  die  r 

"  I  shall  die,''  said  Shaffou  Paca, 
kneeling,  as  she  felt  the  noose  about 
her  neck,  "  if  you  do  not  command 
these  miscreants  to  loose  the  sash !'' 

Ada  Reis  smiled,  and  the  sash  was 
relaxed.  He  then  proceeded,  **  How 
came  your  son  in  league  with  the  evil 
one?*' 

"  It  was  one  fearful  night,"  said 
Shaffou  Paca,  shuddering,  "  we  were 
nearly  starved  to  death :  what  will  not 
man  do  to  purchase  food  ?** 
"Who?'' 

VOL.  I.  K 
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**  My  son  and  myself:  taking  a  de- 
sperate resolution,  he  left  me/* 

«  What  then  ?" 

"  He  went  in  search  of  gold  and  of 
pearls.** 

*•  What  then  ?** 

^^  I  know  nothing  more ;  he  was  long 
absent ;  I  was  on  the  point  of  death 
when  he  returned.  He  came  at  length ; 
but  his  countenance  never  again  ex- 
pressed or  hope  or  peace.  From  that 
day  we  have  both  been  rich  but  dh» 
serable.  He,  shortly  after  his  return, 
led  me  from  Egypt  j  we  wandered  to 
different  countries:  I  know  nothing 
further." 

"  Swear  it  !'* 

"  I  swear  it." 

"  Was  he  here  to-night  ?  Did  he  not 
appear  before  me  in  the  fi>rm  of  Zezel 
Peer  Banyan ! 


i>» 
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• 

ShaiFou  Paca  trembled  all  over,  but 
naintained  that  her  son  possessed  no 
>ther  power  than  what  belongs  to  mor- 
al man. 

"  You  then  are  leagued  with  Zubdn- 
fsnn  ?" 

♦•  I  know  him  not." 

♦*  Is  there  an  evil  one  ?  Teach  me  all 
thou  knowest.  I  will  strangle  thee  if 
thou  dost  not  explain  all  to  me ;  and 
Aen,  if  there  be  any  power  in  thy 
knowledge,  thou  mayest  restore  thy- 
self.'* 

"  Sir/*  said  ShafFou  Paca,  sobbing 
and  wringing  her  hands,  "  nothing  can 
restore  me  if  you  take  away  my  life ;  and 
to  prolong  life,  and  purchase  riches, 
what  have  I  not  forfeited  ?*'  With  this 
she  begged  Ada  Reis's  leave  to  retire ; 
but  his  curiosity  was  insatiable,  and 
he  questioned  her  for  several  hours 
longer.     However,  he  could  make  no- 

K  2 
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thing  out  from  her  discourse,  he  ther^ 
fore  commanded  her  to  fetch  her  soil 
She  hobbled  off  in  haste,  most  eagtf 
to  get  away. 

The  next  day  she  was  furnished  w& 
a  mule  and  two  blacks,  and  was  again 
commanded  by  Ada  Reis  to  procun 
him  an  interview  with  her  son.    It  was 
a  journey  of  many  miles  to  the  Guaiana 
mountains,  where  he  dwelt ;  she  must 
needs  be  absent  two  days,  and,  pro- 
bably, encounter  many  difficulties  be- 
fore she  could  find  him ;  beside  which, 
he  had  forbidden  her  ever  in  person 
intruding  upon  him :  "  he  lived  with 
the  Arabs  and  banditti  in  his  hut,  dug 
within  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  not  far 
from  the  summit  of  the  mountain.''  It 
was  immaterial  to  Ada  Reis  where  he 
lived,  or  what  commands  he  had  given ; 
see  him  he  was  resolved  he  would,  and 
he  would  either  seek  him  there  him- 
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self,  or  Shaffou  Paca  must  bring  him 
before  him. 

At  length  she  was  persuaded  to  de- 
part, not  without  much  fear  and  some 
i^ret,  for  she  dreaded  she  knew  not 
what,  if,  contrary  to  Kabkarra's  orders, 
she  ventured  upon  his  privacy. 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

The  way  was  long  and  wearisome; 
the  mules  went  at  d' brisk  trot,  but 
the  lady  could  not  bear  the  continued 
shaking,  and  was  obliged  frequently 
to  rest. 

When  she  arrived  at  her  son's  habi- 
tation, or  rather  at  that  part  of  the 
mountain  within  which  she  knew  he 
dwelt,  she  knocked,  she  called,  and  a 
fierce  Arab  with  his  dog  started  out 
upon  her,  demanding  what  she  wanted; 
upon  seeing  her,  as  none  ever  yet  were 
like  her,  the  Arab  recognised  her,  bade 
her  attendants  remain  without,  and  de- 
sired her  to  enter.      She  descended 
some  steps  roughly  hewn  in  the  rock, 
and  she  found  herself  in  a  room  where 
a  man  was  reclining,  apparently  in  ago- 
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rising  pain ;  a  musket  and  a  yatagan 
ty  him.     "  My  beloved  son,"  she  had 
scarce  time  to  say,  when  he,  in  a  hoarse 
tone,  exclaimed,  "  Toad,  reptile,  what 
art  thou  here  for  ?" 
"  To  seek  my  son/' 
**  Am  I  thy  son  ?''  said  he,  starting 
up  wildly. 

**  Alas  V  said  Shaffou  Paca,  after 
prostrating  herself  before  him,  "  all 
that  is  left  me  is  to  wonder  and  to  doubt 
—but  whatever  thou  art,  or  spirit,  or 
man,  I  implore  thee  to  hasten  this  in- 
stant to  Ada  Reis — ^my  miserable  life 
must  pay  the  forfeit,  if  thou  refusest 


me.'' 


"  Hast  seen  the  javelin  or  the  arrow 
cleave  the  air,  mother?**  said  Kabkarra, 
laughing.  "  Hast  marked  the  light- 
ning's flash  ? — With  such  speed,  will  I 
obey  his  summons.  But  how  is  thy 
beauteous  charge  ?    Take  care  of  her. 
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as  she  deserves;  study  alone  to  iu- 
crease  every  charm ;  excite  her  pas- 
sions, and  corrupt  her  mind.  I  must 
win  her :  but  first  there  will  be  a  fierce 
struggle  between  myself  and  my  rival." 

"  And  shall  I  not  ?"  said  Shaffou 
Paca. 

**  Go,**  said  he,  fiercely,  "  return, 
and  SBjf  to  Ada  Reis,  that  your  son 
will  be  with  him,  as  he  commands, 
before  even  his  impatience  can  expect 
him.  Order  the  mare  Oriah/*  he  con- 
tinued, addressing  his  attendants ;  "  I 
obey  Ada  Reis*  summons.** 

As  Kabkarra  said  this,  blessing  her- 
self, and  conjuring  up  in  her  mind 
every  charm  and  prayer  she  could  col- 
lect in  her  memory,  from  the  supersti- 
tion of  eveiy  country  of  which  she  ever 
had  heard,  Shafibu  Paca  remounted  her 
mule,  and  began  to  trot  homewards, 
notwithstanding  her  great  inclination 
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to  sleep ;  and  as  her  blacks  and  her 
slaves,  nodding  upon  their  beasts  from 
lassitude,  slowly  followed  after,  they 
were  aroused  by  a  noise  like  the  whiz- 
zing of  an  arrow  from  a  bow,  and  they 
thought  they  saw  a  flash  pass  them, 
like  that  of  the  lightning.  It  was 
Kabkarra  upon  his  milk-white  mare 
Oriah,  who  had  darted  by  then^  ^^  My 
message,"  thought  Shafibu  Paca,  trying 
to  excite  her  tardy  mule  into  a  brisk 
pace,  "  will  not  be  delivered ;  but  it  is 
as  well ;  I  shall  then,  in  all  probability, 
be  out  of  the^crape/' 

Whilst  these  things  were  passing, 
Fiormonda  languidly  reclined  upon 
her  couch,  talked  of  nothing  but  the 
frightful  Zezel  Peer  Banyan,  until  a 
deep  sleep  stole  over  her  senses,  and 
her  father,  gazing  upon  her,  fancied 
that  she  was  again  ill,  or  perhaps  dead. 
The  blacks  seeing  her  so  pale  and  in- 
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animate,  set  up  once  more  a  frightiiil 
yell;  and  Shafibu  Paca  being  away» 
Ada  Reis  became  impatient  beyond 
all  bounds.  He  ordered  the  slaves  to 
cease  their  lamentations :  evening  came 
on ;  a  deep  silence  ensued,  all  appeared 
calm  without,  the  soft  moonbeam 
glided  through  the  open  casement,  the 
delicious  aif  was  perfumed  with  spices, 
breathing,  as  it  were,  upon  the  loveUest 
and  most  inanimate  of  beings. 

Ada  Reis  sate  dozing  over  sherbet 
in  a  distant  part  of  the  apartment— 
when  the  air,  well  known  to  Fiormon- 
da,  sounded  from  without.  At  this  mo- 
ment entered  one  who  knelt  before  her 
couch;  it  was  the  beautiful  boy  whose 
gentle  presence  had  been  the  cause  of 
so  much  combustion  and  disorder:  Ada 
Reis  gazed  intently  upon  him.  After  a 
few  words  of  prayer,  he  arose  from  the 
ground,  and  seating  himself  upon  the 
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sofa  near  the  child,  addressed  her  in 
soft  low  tones,  whilst  the  tears  were 
streaming  from  his  eyes :  **  Where- 
fore hast  thou,  loveliest  of  thy  sex, 
given  way  to  the  intemperance  of  pas- 
fion  ?  the  evil  spirit  saw  and  marked 
thee,  and  has  seduced  thy  young  heart, 
whilst  thou  didst  fly  thy  better  angel. 
How  calm  now  is  thy  form,  Fiormonda! 
how  cold  and  torpid  flows  the  current 
of  thy  blood  within  thy  veins !  Where 
now  is  that  frown  which  will  soon 
learn  to  awe  the  world  ?  Where  that 
impetuosity  which  already  shows  itself 
too  great  for  thy  tender  frame?  Alas  I 
this  is  alone  the  form  of  Fiormonda; 
the  soul  has  fled  far,  far  from  hence ; 
seized,  subdued,  and  imprisoned  by  the 
foe  of  man,  and  I  have  not  the  power, 
without  other  aid,  to  redeem  it/* 
•  f*Oh  !*'  said  Ada  Reis,  who  had  at- 
tentively listened  to  this  address,  "  if 
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there  be  mercy  in  the  heart  of  a  spirit, 
for  such  I  take  you  to  be,  condescend 
to  sympathise  with  the  grief  of  a  dis- 
tracted father.  I  will  slay  five  thousand 
of  the  fairest  ladies  in  the  capital,  the 
Bey,  and  all  the  nobles  of  the  Pasha's 
court ;  I  will  cut  off  my  beard,  the 
longest  ever  seen,  and  do  penance  for 
the  crimes  of  my  youth,  in  any  manner 
you  think  fit,  if  you  will  only  restore 
my  Fiormonda  to  me/' 

"Alas!  Ada  Reis,**  said  the  youth, 
"  blood  has  been  shed  already,*knd  new 
crimes  will  not,  I  fear,  efiace  former 
misdeeds.  It  is  from  thee  I  would  save 
the  unhappy  child  of  Bianca  di  Cas- 
tamela ;  it  is  for  a  happier  fate  than 
that  of  being  thy  daughter,  or  the 
Bey's  bride,  that  I  would  restore  her 
to  existence.  But,  alas !  she  is  under 
the  thraldom  of  one  more  powerful 
than  myself,  and  love,  and  faith,  and 
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virtue,  alone,  could  have  power  to 
wrest  her  from  the  raging  tyranny  of 
her  present  master.'^ 

Ada  Reis,  who  had  indulged  hope 
for  one  moment,  now  gave  vent  to  an 
agony  of  despair,  and  ordered  his 
guards  to  seize  the  intruder. 

"  There  is  no  need  of  force,**  said 
the  youth  with  gentleness ;  ''  though 
a  stranger  to  thee,  I  am  Fiormonda*s 
friend ;  all  nature  is  divided  between 
the  good  and  the  evil  principle ;  and 
if  I  so  i^ldom  have  been  seen  at  the 
court  of  the  Pasha,  or  near  the  per- 
son  of  Ada  Reis,  it  is  because  they 
both  prefer  my  more  violent  half-bro- 
ther to  myself;  my  name  is  Zamohr. 
I  am  the  guardian  of  all  that  is  pure, 
that  is  lovely,  that  is  beautiful,  that  is 
innocent ;  and  of  all  mortal  and  im- 
mortal beings  I  am  esteemed  the  most 
benevolent  and  the  most  gentle.     My 
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form,  as  you  see,  is  that  of  youth,  for 
there  i»  no  ingredient  in  my  compo- 
sition base  enough  to  compose  aught 
that  is  less  amiable;  never  can  wrinkle 
wither  my  bloom,  nor  age  nor  passion 
blight  the  freshness  of  my  feelings; 
hope  not  to  confine  me;  thou  hast  but 
the  power  of  dismissing  me ;  go  thou 
to  a  sleepless  couch  and  lament ;  I  am 
happy;  on  me  neither- sin  nor  shame 
have  ever  cast  a  shade ;  the  spring  of 
the  year  is  my  season,  and  in  the.  soft 
moonbeam,  not  in  the  sunny  glare,  I 
take  my  rounds/* 

"  Wretch!*'  cried  Ada  Reis,  "I 
know  what  it  is  to  war  with  magi* 
cians  and  spirits;  I  know  my  power 
is  circumscribed,  and  yours  is  un- 
bounded ;  but  yet  I  can  wound  you, 
and  I  will  do  it.  Thus,  then,  on  my 
bended  knees,  I  invoke  the  defender 
of  our  house,  and  the  dread  power  who 
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has  BO  often  assisted  me!  There  are 
means,  and  you  well  know  it,  by  which 
^en  the  good  can  be  made  to  suffer, 
and  if  you  cannot  feel  for  yourself,  you 
shaU,  at  all  events,  for  Fiormondas  fate. 
I  yield  her  to  thy  rival !  I  here  give  her 
up  to  Zubdnyann — to  Kabkarra !  He 
can  aid  her,  he  can  defend  her;  he  shall 
make  her  powerful  and  rich,  and  save 
her  from  your  seductions/' 

As  he  said  this,  he  heard  cheers  and 
shouts  of  triumph.  The  gentle  Zamohr 
vanished  into  air;  the  nubass  sounded; 
the  joyous  song  of  people  from  with- 
out  was  heard:  the  attendants,  run- 
ning in,  informed  Ada  Reis,  somewhat 
suddenly,  that  the  Pasha's  son,  the 
Bey,  had  come  to  know  the  state  of 
Fiormonda's  health.  The  song  of 
"  Loo,  loo,**  was  distinctly  heard.  The 
Bey  was  accompanied  by  only  one  at- 
tendant, his  favourite  Mameluke,  and 
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his  horse   seemed  almost   exhausted 
with  fatigue.      Ada   Reis,   who  had 
heard  that  the   Bey  was    gone  out 
against  the  Arabs,  was  astonished  at 
his  so  swift  return ;  but  when  the  beau- 
tiful stranger  appeared  before  him,  he 
started,  for  in  a  moment  he  saw  that 
it  was  not  the  Bey,  but  that  it  was 
Kabkarra!     He  wore  a  crescent  of 
diamonds,  and  his  large  turban  was  of 
the  finest  white  muslin,  crossed  with 
a  shawl  of  dark 'purple,  and  richly 
embroidered  gold.     He  was   decked 
from  head  to  foot  with  jewels.     His 
countenance,  though  fierce,  was  beau- 
tiful, and,  regardless  of  Moorish  man- 
ners and  laws,  he  boldly  entered  the 
presence  of  Fiormonda,  though   the 
shrieking  females  had  hardly  time  to 
fly  and  conceal  themselves.     "  I  am 
come,"  he  said,  in  a  commanding  voice, 
"  to  answer  your  demand.    You  know 
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the  Jew  Kabkarra  too  well  to  inquire 
of  me  who  I  am,  and  if  I  have  abused 
the  credulity  of  the  people  by  assuming 
the  garb  of  the  Pasha's  son,  it  is  (for- 
give  my  vanity)  that  I  wish  to  show 
you  that  a  turban  and  an  embroidered 
cloak  can  make  of  Kabkarra  the  thing 
you  admire.  Fiormonda,  my  lovely 
child,  fear  not ;  although  the  Prophet 
himself  were  here  to  prevent  me,  thus, 
thus  would  I  approach  thee  j  for  who 
was  it  saved  thee,  when  thy  affi-ighted 
nurses  were  howling  around  the  shriek 
of  death,  and  from  what  rival  have  I 
snatched  thee,  save  from  the  gnawing 
worm  in  the  cold  sepulchre  ?  As  to  the 
Bey,  thou  shalt  never  be  his  bride.*' 

"  You  have  promised,"  said  Ada 
Reis,  "  that  she  shall  possess  a  royal 
husband,  and  wear  an  imperial  crown.'' 

"And  she  shall  wear  it!"  said  Kab- 
karra, with  a  laugh  of  triumph :  "but 
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not  here,  not  in  these  countries  may 
she  reign.'* 

"  All  1  these  delays  and  equivocfr 
tions/'  said  Ada  Reis,  « whilst  the 
Bey,  on  the  contrary,  would  instantlj 
place  her  in  his  father's  palace;  andtk 
title  of  Lilla,  in  consequence  of  to 
known  intentions,   has   already  b^ 
granted  to  her.     And  what  can  ^ 
title  of  Lilla  do  for  a  proud  and  free- 
born  soul  like  hers  ?    And  what  is  the 
Pasha's  palace,  but  a  splendid  prison? 
I  offer  her  far  better  than  this;  the 
world  is  my  habitation :  by  sea  and  by 
land  we  will  travel  together,  and  enjoy 
the  moment  of  existence  granted  to 


us/' 


Fiormonda  smiled  to  hear  Kabkarra 
speak;  and  he,  kneeling  before  her, 
bade  her  be  firm,  and  resist  every  at^ 
tempt  made  to  allure  her.  "  If  jewels 
please  you,"  he  said,  "  I  can  bring  you 
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e  finest  and  the  rarest.  If  gifts  like 
ose  my  half-brother  Zamohr  present* 
I  gratify  yourfancy,  are  not  the  chess- 
en  Kabkarra  gave  more  worth  your 
ire  ?  Where,  too,  is  the  girdle  I  placed 
>on  your  heart,  when  you  were  ill  ?  it  is 
ter  than  the  string  of  cloves  and  gold 
le  Moorish  ladies  wear.'* 

'*  And  are  you,  who  are  so  beauti- 
tl,  the  same  who  came  to  me  the 
jier  evening  ?  Are  you  that  frightful 
ezel  Peer  Banyan  ?"  said  Fiormonda, 
izing  with  admiration  and  astonish, 
lent  upon  him. 

"Am  I  not  like  her?"  said  the 
3uth,  with  a  sarcastic  smile :  "  these 
ires,  these  features,  this  form,  are  they 
ot  the  same  ?*' 

"  What  is  your  real  name?"  said 
iormonda. 

"  Can  i  need  any  other,"  said  the 
:ranger,  "than  Kabkarra?   And  now 
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a»k  mc  no  more  questions ;  I  am  come 
to  ftavc  you.     Ada  Reis,  mark  me! 
wlicthcr  I  be  an  enchanter  or  a  mere 
mortal  is  immaterial ;  but  if  jou  heed 
not  my  warning,  you  will  repent.    In 
u  fthort  time  you  will  be  obliged  to  fly 
thi«  place  ;  observe  my  instructioiis : 
when  danger  menaces,  call  for  me; 
bid  SlmiTou  Paca  send  you  her  son,  and 
mount  upon  my  steed,  the  one  I  shall 
loaVe  here }  as  for  my  charming  little 
luivstross,  she  must  likewise  be  pre- 
pnrod.     Do  this,  and  all  shall  be  in 
roadinoss;  for  I  must  save  and  bear 
von  luMice.    The  deeds  you  have  done, 
Ada  Rois,  are  known ;  the  Pasha  looks 
upon  you  with  an  eye  of  suspicion :  in 
a  few  days  your  head  will  be  demand- 
ed, and  your  life  forfeited  if  you  obey 
not  my  injunctions.     Give  me  your 
wignet-ringST,  that  in  case  of  necessity, 
I  may  have  the  means,  whilst  you  are 
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detained  within,  of  being  obeyed  with- 
out  by  your  slaves/* 

"  Bel  Nabi!*'  said  Ada  Reis,  "you 
seem  to  have  means  enough  without 
any  ring  of  mine ;  however,  take  it : 
great  men,  I  find,  are  always  pursued 
by  wonderful  adventures/*  Ada  Reis 
then  gave  the  ring,  although  with  some 
reluctance,  and  Kabkarra  departed 
with  the  same  precipitation  with  which 
he  had  arrived.  The  song  of  "  Loo  1 
Loo !"  was  repeated.  The  astonished 
Ada  Reis  remained  in  silence ;  until  at 
a  late  hour  that  night,  long  after  Fior- 
monda  was  asleep,  the  weary  Shaffou 
Paca  at  length  returned,  and  heard  the 
pleasing  intelligence  that  her  son,  as 
she  had  expected,  had  arrived  before 
her,  and  had  entirely  satisfied  her 
master. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

The  character  of  Ada  Reis  was  not 
formed  to  endure  patiently  the  sUght 
est  appearance  even  of  disrespect  from 
a  superior.     He  was  astonished  a  few 
days  after  Kabkarra's  visit,  at  receiving 
an  unceremonious  mandate  from  the 
Pasha  of  Tripoly,  commanding  his  im- 
mediate presence  at  his  court.  A  slave, 
who  was  attached  to  Ada  Reis,  made 
him  a  sign  at  the  very  moment  the 
message  was  delivered  to  him,  by  which 
he  understood  that  the  Pasha's  hampers 
were  in  readiness  to  strangle  him.  Well 
aware  of  the  celerity  with  which  these 
commands  were  at  all  times  executed, 
and  suddenly  struck  with  the  mourn- 
ful air  his  slaves  and  followers  had  as- 
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aedy  he  bowed  respectfully  to  the 

issenger,   and  promised  to  follow 

tin,  without  a  moment's  loss  of  time, 

ecretly  resolved  to  send  for  Kabkarra 

uid  consult  him. 

'  "  You  have  three  hours  to  prepare,*' 
said  the  messenger,  with  a  significant 
smile ;  ''  the  Pasha  has  made  strange 
preparations  to  receive  you  with  un- 
expected honours/' 

My  crimes,  then,  are  known  at 
length,  thought  Ada  Reis ;  or  sooner, 
my  wealth,  my  power,  my  spirit  of  in- 
dependence, have  given  umbrage  to  a 
tyrant.  With  feigned  calmness  he  now 
entered  Fiormonda's  apartment. 

ShafFou  Paca,  upon  this  eventful 
evening,  had  engaged  her  pupil,  now 
much  recovered  from  the  effects  of  her 
indisposition,  to  play  a  game  at  chess. 
"  You  have  not,"  she  said,  "for  a  long 
time  opened  the  box  Kabkarra  gave 
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you ;  the  little  men  must  be  tired  ft 
want  of  employment." 

**  Who,"  said  Fiormonda,  "  will  ven^' 
ture  to  attack  me  ?" 

**  I  will,"  said  Ada  Reis,  smiling: 
"  three  hours  are  yet  granted  me  j  and 
how  better  can  I  emplpy  one  of  the 
three  than  in  endeavouring  to  enter- 
tain my  child?  We  will  place  the  board 
upon  the  carpet,  and  try  our  powers 
with  these  little  creatures." 

Fiormonda  was  delighted  with  ob- 
serving their  variety  and  beauty.  She 
smiled,  and  talked  with  unusual  gaiety, 
and  even  spoke  of  Kabkarra  with  at- 
tachment for  having  given  her  so  won- 
derful a  gift. 

As  she  prepared  to  begin  the  game, 
the  musical  ball,  though  confined  within 
a  chest,  sounded  a  mournful  air :  it  was 
a  dirge,  intermingled  with  sounds  like 
the  sobs^and  sighs  of  one  in  pain.   Ada 
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^l^eis  paused — Fiormonda  remained  mo- 
^ionless : — there  then  arose  plainly  be- 

^^  fore  their  view  two  resplendent  forms, 
the  one  adorned  with  all  the  beauty  of 
early  youth,  the  other  in  all  the  vigour 
of  manhood!  These  occupied  the  op- 
posite parts  of  the  board,  the  one  pre- 
paring to  attack  the  other.  They  are 
the  good  and  the  evil  genii,  thought 
Ada  Reis,  contending  for  Fiormonda. 
But  he  could  not  utter  a  word,  or  move ; 
his  eyes  continued  to  gaze  upon  the 
prodigy  which  was  taking  place  before 
them.  The  game  began,  whilst  all  who 
beheld  it,  attracted  as  steel  to  the  load- 
stone, watched  piece  after  piece  as  they 
were  ranged  in  defiance  against  each 
other.  Shaifou  Paca,  Zoe,  Aura,  the 
negroes,  negresses,  nurses,  attendants, 
and  guards,  in  due  order  placed  them- 
selves, some  behind  Ada  Reis,  some 
behind  Fiormonda;  their  eyes  riveted. 
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i,  their  thoughts  engrossed,  their 

['.  '  fixed  upon  each  movement  of  the 

And  now  the  one  triumphed,  an 
•t  :  the  other:  the  struggle  for  maste 

great,  the  skill  exhibited  won< 
and  the  celerity  of  each  motion  p 
thought.  None  had  until  this  m 
perceived  how  large  the  men  ai 
board  had  grown  by  insensible  d 
— so  large,  so  formidable,  that  the 
r  tenances,  gestures,  smiles,  and : 

E  of  the  warriors,  pawns,  and  ki 

were  distinctly  perceivable,  whi 
neighing  of  horses  could  be  ] 

heard. 

The  white  king  heaved  a  sigh  j 
as  the  breathing  of  a  dormouse 


H! 
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is  foe ;  he  bit  his  lip,  and  turned  to 
in^hts,  ordering  them  forthwith 
arge ;  the  obedient  troop  obeyed 
lord.  The  two  genii  watched  over 
respective  armies,  directing  their 
ments  by  signs,  and  now  and  then 
>rds,  speaking  lowly  and  myste- 
y  in  an  unknown  tongue.  The 
enance  of  the  youth  was  like  Za- 
only  less  serene ;  and  the  playful 
and  the  amorous  glance  were  ex- 
;ed  for  deep  thought  and  marked 
ty.  No  anger,  no  violence,  no 
ience  were  shown  by  him,  as, 
a  steady  hand,  he  motioned  his 
lands.  A  band  of  gold,  bright  as 
beam,  confined  his  light  tresses ; 
>re  a  robe  to  be  compared  alone 
lour  to  the  clouds  of  evening 
the  sun*s  setting  ray  shines  upon 
His  beauty,  his  youth,  his  an- 
smile,   and  varying  complexion 
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interested  every  one  in  his  success) 
whilst  his  dark  antagonist  marshalkil 
his  troops  with  an  air  of  wild  exult* 
tion,  his  form  equal  in  beauty,  but  hil 
malevolent  smile  spreading  terror  into 
every  heart.  To  the  gentle  and  timid 
march  of  Zamohr  he  opposed  hasty  de- 
cisions, and  a  rash  but  brilliant  attack 
His  countenance  beamed  with  anima- 
tion and  fire;  his  lips,  like  rubies^ 
parted  only  to  smile  with  bitter- taunt 
or  exulting  triumph.  His  men,  like 
himself,  were  dark  and  fearless.  Child 
of  the  Sun,  he  lifted  up  his  eyes,  and 
gazed  like  the  eagle  upon  its  full  me- 
ridian beam,  then  turned  to  the  game, 
as  if  secure  of  triumph. 

That  sun,  however,  descended  be* 
fore  the  awful  contest  ceased.  The 
white  queen  now  made  a  successful 
diversion  to  the  left;  she  ventured, 
unattended,  even  into  the  midst  of  the 
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enemy's  quarters ;  her  presence  caused 
At  terrible  confusion  in  the  dark  ranks ; 
a  knight  was  lost  whilst  passaging  his 
horse  to  admiration,  speaking  to  it  in 
manage  terms  as  it  performed  its  cara- 
cols  without  one  false  step.  But  vain 
was  his  skill;  he  paid  the  forfeit  of 
his  rashness.  The  black  bishops  now 
advanced  obliquely,  pronouncing  ana- 
themas as  they  passed.  The  white 
bishops  parried  this  attack  by  using 
similar  arms  amongst  the  dark  troops. 
The  white  queen,  grown  bolder,  now 
stood  firm  in  front,  and  checked  the 
king.  The  dark  king,  highly  offended 
at  this  audacity,  frowned,  armed  his 
towers,  placed  his  videts  and  pioneers 
in  front,  and  dismissed  the  fearless  lady 
with  repeated  insults.  She  retired  in 
tears  back  to  her  own  territories.  A 
careless  move  had  nearly  lost  her  on 
her  return.    The  murmur  of  alarm  on 
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the  white  side  was  now  general ; 
shouts  of  triumph  could  distinctly, 
though  faintly,  be  heard  from  the  op^^ 
posite  party.    Indecision  and  fear  in  i 
general  is  fatid.     The  Evil  Prindpie 
had  no  fear ;  his  eyes  now  shone  Hke 
blazing  stars  in  a  dark  sky,  and  dazzled, 
by  their  brightness  and  glare,  his  agi^ 
tated  and  ha]f-conquered  antagmust 
The  youthful  genius  made  another  ir- 
resolute move ;  it  was  past  recall,  and 
the  white  king  was  check-mated  amidst 
the  groans  of  his  own  forces,  and  a 
clash  of  arms  and  shout  of  victory 
from  the  contending  pigmies  of  the 
opposite  side.   The  vision  immediately 
vanished.     The  board  shrunk  back  to 
its  ordinary  dimensions,  and  the  chess- 
men resumed  their  usual  shape  and 
appearance. 

Ada  Reis  remained  gazing  upon  a 
vacant  space,  Fiormonda  in  the  same 
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dtude  stood'  for  a  moment  in  breath** 
)8s  terror :  a  loud  noise  from  without 
m  heard,  it  was  as  of  the  tramp  of 
steeds  and  dash  of  arms,  A  flash  from 
die  eagle-eye  of  Kabkarra  was  felt  as 
iie  rushed  into  the  apartment,  even 
Wore  he   had  fixed  its  triumphant 
glance  upon  Fiormonda.     His  long 
dark  hair  streamed  wildly  over  his  still 
darker  mantle,  as,  springing  forward 
with  a  leap,  he  shouted,  '^  I  have  con- 
quered, and  won !    Give  me  my  bride ! 
Mount,  mount,  Ada  Reis ;  my  horses 
wait  for  you.    Fly !  for  there  is  not  a 
moment  to  be  lost,  the  Pasha's  guards 
already,  surround  these  walls ;  fly !  or 
meet  a  fate  you  cannot  avert/*     An 
explosion,  like  the  blowing  up  of  a 
mine,  took  place  whilst  he  was  yet 
speaking.    **  I  have  saved  you  by  set- 
ting fire  to  your  house.     Ha !  ha  1  do 
you  tremble  ?    Away,  then  !'* 
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*  As  he  spoke,  flames  broke  forth  "-^ 
every  side,  and,  amidst  the  deep  stnc 
the  dark  form  of  Kabkarra  app( 
terrible.  Screams  rent  the  air  ftoiit' 
distracted  females ;  muskets  were  fiiet 
at  random,  dogs  howled,  slaves  tan, 
whilst  the  clash  of  swords  resounded: 
on  every  side.  The  Nuba  soundei 
from  without,  and  the  song  of  "  Loo** 
announced  the  Bey;  elephants  weie 
seen  advancing  in  procession,  torches 
glared  in  the  garden ;  the  inhabitants 
were  gathered  together,  around  the 
door  the  wild  cry  of  the  Arabs  attack- 
ing the  Bey's  guards  and  blacks  now 
overpowered  every  other  noise.  Ada 
Reis  was  seized  and  bound,  and  placed 
behind  an  Arab  on  his  horse.  Fior- 
monda  was  borne  away  in  the  arms 
of  Kabkarra,  upon  his  white  mare 
Oriah,  whilst  Shaffou  Paca,  hoarsely 
calling  for  assistance,  was  tied  upon  a 
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^61  and  ccmveyed  likewise  through 

^^ness    and    distance,    until    they 

^ed  the  coast,  where  they  were 

d  hurried  into  a  boat,  which  was 

siting  there. 

The  men  rowed  from  the  shore ;  the 
6a  was  tempestuous ;  a  dense  fog  ob- 
fcured  every  object;  the  groans  of 
Shafibu  Paca  alone  disturbed  the  si- 
lence. Ada  Reis  saw  that  it  was  vain 
to  resist;  Fiormonda  became  insen- 
sible ;  Shafibu  Paca  fell  into  a  trance. 
"  Women,"  Ada  Reis  remarks,  "  al- 
ways have  recourse  to  these  practices 
in  every  diflSculty,  but  they  seldom 
die,  being  of  all  animals  the  most  te- 
nacious of  life.*'  He  thought,  how- 
ever, that  Fiormonda  had  been  dead, 
and  he  said  so. 

"  Then  let  her  die,**  replied  Kab- 
karra,  insultingly,  **  a  melancholy  mo- 

VOL.  I.  M 
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nument  of  your  tyranny,  her  owBfl^lp*^ 
prudence,  and  my  ardent  love."     .•* 

"  Do  as  you  will,"  said  Ada  Bfi* 
who  found  himself  on  the  opdQ  sea»  ih 
the  power  of  a  young  Arab  chief.  **I)9 
as  you  will,  since  we  are  entirely  it 
your  mercy/' 

"  I  cannot,'*  said  Kabkarra,  "  power- 
ful as  you  may  think  me,  take  po» 
session  of  Fiormonda  by  the  law  of 
force ;  I  shall  wait  and  watch  for  her 
own  consent." 

"  You  seem  in  no  way  restrained  in 
the  mean  time,"  said  Ada  Reis,  "and 
I  therefore  conceive  you  will  do  what- 
ever you  like  to  do." 

«  And  so  shall  you,"  said  Kabkarra; 
"  I  desire  you  will,  therefore,  give  me 
your  commands.  Some  like  to  know, 
their  future  fate;  yours  runs  thus: 
Your  polacca  is  at  hand ;  your  men,  by 
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(^»»  ^7  order,  await  you  ;  you  will  hasten 
^  j  '^Wce,  and  sail  for  Spain ;  you  will  pro- 
I  ^  ^*ed  from  thence  to  the  New  World, 
; ,  w  thither  lies  your  destined  course ; 
.  find  there  the  promised  diadem  awaits 
you." 

^*  You  are  then  a  real  friend,  after 
all,**  said  Ada  Reis ;  "  but,  like  one, 
you  must  acknowledge,  you  generally 
do  just  the  thing  which  is  most  dis- 
agreeable ;  yet  we  shall  meet  again,  I 
hope.** 

••  We  shall  meet  again,**  said  Kab- 
karra,  **  upon  a  dreadful  night,  just 
five  years  hence,  when  this  lovely 
flower,  the  admiration  of  all  men,  has 
forgotten  the  lover  of  her  childhood. 
Yes,  we  shall  meet  again !  Remember 
the  hour,  and  the  night,  and  the  time 
of  year  in  which  the  blood  of  Bianca 
di  Castamela  flowed.  Upon  such  a 
night,  whilst  gazing  on  the  sultry  skies 
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at  the  fort  of  Callao,  we  shall  meeb 
Farewell !  ^Ind  as  to  thee,  mother* 
continued  Kabkarra,  laughing,  and 
fiercely  shaking  Shaffou  Paca,  "  watd 
thv  change  better ;  let  no  Fhaos  come 
betwixt  her  and  me." 

So  saying,  the  Arabs  and  their  leader 
gave  a  shout.    It  was  returned  from  a 
distance.    They  neared  a  vessel :  Ada 
Reis,  Shaffou  Paca,  and  Hormonda, 
were  placed  upon  the  deck  of  it.    The 
word  Kabkarra  was  now  pronounced 
at  once  by  a  number  of  voices  on 
board,  and  Ada  Reis  found  himself 
in  his  own  polacca  with  all  his  crew 
around  him.  They  had  received  orders 
for  sailing,  as  they  said,  from  the  Bey, 
who  had  shown  them  their  own  reis's 
signet  ring :  every  thing  was  on  board ; 
Ada  Reis's  jewels,  goods,   coins,  in 
short,  all  he  most  valued,  even  Fior- 
monda's  marriage  presents ;  all  but  the 
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ihess-inen,  and  the  gifts  of  Zamohn 
Before  he  could  enough  rejoice  at  this 
•rent,  he  turned  round  to  thank  Kab- 
brra ;  but  he  was  gone.    The  boat  at 
I  distance  appeared  in  relief  from  the 
diick  fog  and  white  waves,  and  it 
Mined  as  if  dsemons  formed  its  crew. 
Fiormonda  slowly  recovered;   she 
sked  a  thousand  questionsi  and  wept 
dth  regret  when  she  heard  they  had 
lit  for  ever  the  land  in  which  they 
ad  so  long  sojourned.    The  thought 
K)  of  never  more  seeing  her  young 
iver,  the  loss  of  his  gifts,  with  the 
>nfused  remembrance  of  the  strange 
^ents  which  had  taken  place,  which 
>peared  now  like  the  delirium  of  fever, 
1  tended  to  disquiet  her  mind ;  but 
:eat  emotions,  like  little  ones,  pass 
^ray ;  and  grief,  if  it  kill  not  soon, 
ves  place  in  young  minds  to  new  in- 
rests ;  yet  still  Fiormonda  from  time 
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to  time  vented  her  regrets.  "  Vfb^ 
long,  long  way  it  is,  dear  father,"  s 
would  say,  as  the  light  galley  p 
ceeded. 

"  It  is  a  long  way,  fair  child,'*  i 
lieis  would  reply ;  *^  but  happii 
and  greatness  await  us  where  we 
going/' 

^*  And  shall  we  never  more  see 
own  beautiful  country  ?" 

« 

"  We  shall  see  other  count rief 
doubt  more  beautiful,"^  replied  . 
Reis* 

"  1  hope  so,"  she  would  add;  "^ 
pine  for  the  sight  of  land." 
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*  CHAPTER  XV. 

h  the  course  of  the  voyage,  a  sailor 
cbaoced  to  disobey  a  command  which 
4da  Reis  had  given  him :  in  his  fury, 
ven  before  Rormonda's  eyes,  he 
mused  him  to  be  strangled:  *'And 
!ius  die,''  he  cried,  **  all  such  as  dare 
ppose  me!'*  Immediately,  and  (as 
iormonda  thought)  in  consequence  of 
lis  rash  and  cruel  conduct,  a  storm 
rose ;  the  thunder  roared,  the  light- 
ing flashed,  and  the  tremendous  waves 
3lled,  as  it  were,  mountains  high. 
Amidst  the  terrors  of  the  tempest, 
ley  beheld  a  little  galley  dashed  to 
nd  fro  by  the  violence  of  the  sea. 
'  Breakers  a-head!'*  cried  the  affright- 
ed sailors,  as  Ada  Reis,  roaring  out  his 
loarse  commands,  steered  his  vessel 
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calmly  forward  amidst  the  gencnl  jL%^^ 
roar  and   alarm;    but  suddeiily  ^ 
stranger  vessel  struck  upon  a  rod^ 
and  the  shrieks  of  the  drowning  Y^ 
sengers    rent  the   air*      Amidst  the 
sinking  crew  of  that  little  galley,  ODt 
man  was  observed  at  times,  with  Hfied 
head,  labouring  amongst  the  waveSi 
and  driven  towards  them  by  the  strong 
current,    and    imploring    assistance. 
"Oh,  save  him!  Ada  Reis,*'  said  Ror- 
monda,  kneeling  before  her  father,  and 
cUnging  to  him,  "  save  him,  it  shall 
expiate  the  blood  already  shed.**    Ada 
Reis  ordered  a  cord  to  be  thrown  out ; 
the  fearless  youth,  braving  the  winds- 
and  waves,  every  moment  approached 
the  galley:  at  length  he  grasped  the 
rope,  and,  after  a  severe  struggle,  was 
drawn  safely  towards  the  polacca,  and 
with  the  assistance  offered  to  him,  soon 
reached  the  deck.    His  thanks  to  Ada 
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^*^  Were  energetic ;    some  also  he 

^^€  to  the  beautiful  child,  whose  agi- 

^on  for  his  safety  he  had  marked. 

Ke  storm  soon  abated,  and  the  voyage 

cootiflued  prosperous  from  that  day. 

The  stranger  was  also,  he  said,  bound 

&r  Spain,  and  as  eager  to  land  in  that 

fair  and  rich  country  as   Ada   Reis 

could  be;  fortunate  it  was,  also,  he 

had  friends  in  Madrid,  and  could  be 

of  material  use  to  his  preservers. 

The  name,  by  which  the  young 
stranger  called  himself,  was  Condul- 
mar.  He  was  of  Venetian  origin,  but 
had  passed  many  years  in  South  Ame- 
rica ;  he  had  also  resided  in  Spain  :  he 
spoke  all  languages  with  facility,  and 
appeared  to  have  been  nearly  as  great 
a  traveller  as  Ada  Reis.  He  answered 
Fiormonda*s  most  difficult  questions, 
with  an  intelligence  and  grace  which 
delighted  her,  though  with  some  re 
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serve ;  he  seemed  perfectly  convenaiit 
with  America,  and  was  of  considersbk 
use  to  Ada  Reis,  in  pointing  out  te 
him  in  what  manner  most  speedily  tso 
gain  his  intended  object  in  going  into 
that  country.  Power  and  persond 
safety  were  all  which  Ada  Reis  now 
sought,  for  wealth  he  possessed  even 
beyond  his  wishes.  Condulmar  ap- 
peared to  know  intimately  the  Spa- 
nish Viceroy,  so  that  he  could  fad- 
litate  Ada  Reis's  views  in  every  re- 
spect, and  thought,  by  doing  so,  only 
to  show  his  grateful  sense  of  the  kind- 
ness done  him  in  his  former  perilous 
adventure. 

After  a  short  and  prosperous  voyage 
they  all  arrived  in  safety  at  their  de- 
stined harbour.  The  young  Count 
Condulmar  more  than  fulfilled  his  pro- 
mises. Fiormonda  was  admired  by 
every  one  at  the  Spanish  court.     Ada 
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Reis  made  such  purchases  as  he  tliought 
Becessary;  exchanged  his  vessel  for  a 
sloop^  better  fitted  for  so  long  a  voyage ; 
and  hearing  with  pleasure  that  Con- 
dulmar  was  anxious  to  accompany  him, 
they  set  out  for  Carthagena,  with  every 
favourable  prospect  before  them. 

At  this  period  two  great  wars  en- 
grossed the  attention  of  the  new  and 
of  the  old  world.  England  had  de- 
clared hostilities  against  Spain ;  Ver- 
non had  already  invested  the  town  of 
Porto  BeUo ;  Anson  was  employed  in 
blockading  Panama ;  when  the  cry  was 
heard  at  Xauxa,  beyond  Tarma,  and 
the  Indians  making  one  desperate  ef- 
fort to  regain  their  independence,  from 
hill  to  hill,  from  plain  to  plain  lighted 
their  watch  fires,  and  gave  the  secret 
signal  of  union  and  rebellion  to  each 
other,  in  order  the  more  successfully 
to  attack  their  common  enemy ;  even 
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to  the  very  walls  of  Lima  they  pu 
their  efforts,  albeit  in  vain.  Tyr 
triumphed ;  they  were  repulsed- 
jected  once  more  to  the  Spanish  y 
and  many  of  their  wretched  c 
when  taken  alive^  thrown  intc 
prisons  of  the  inquisition. 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 

Dangerous  is  it  for  the  young  and 
^e  beautiful  to  take  long  voyages  or 
Jong  journeys  together ;  side  by  side 
they  are  placed  near  to  each  other,  and 
have  greater  opportunities  of  confiden- 
tial intercourse  than  may  fall  to  their 
lot  during  whole  years  at  home.  On 
board  of  the  vessel  Fiormonda  neces- 
sarily saw  much  of  Condulmar. 

Ada  Reis  had  leisure  to  hear  some 
of  the  history  of  his  new  acquaintance, 
who  had  met,  it  seemed,  with  many 
very  singular  adveq^tures,  although  he 
was  still  in  the  first  vigour  of  youth  and 
manhood.  He  was  not  at  all  times, 
however,  in  a  mood  to  relate  even  to 
Ada  Reis  all  he  had  heard  and  seen ; 
lie  was,  for  the  most  part,  mournful. 
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and  he  did  but  half  open  his  thouj 
to  his  companions :  there  was  an 
penetrable  depth  Ada  Reis  could  irfi 
fathom :  if  looked  upon  suddenly,  tbert' 
was  a  bitter  smile  upon  his  counte- 
nance ;  and  when  Ada  Reis,  speaking 
of  the    unfortunate  violence    of  his 
temper  and  passions,  acknowledged  tor 
what  lengths  they  were  in  the  habit  of 
leading  him ;  Condulmar  looked  down» 
and  sighed,  seeming  to  acknowledge, 
that  his  own  violence  was   greater. 
To  some  it  is  a  pleasure  to  communi- 
cate their  thoughts :  great  travellers,  in 
general,  require  no  long  acquaintance 
before  they  open  their  minds  to  the 
companions   whom ^ they  meet  with; 
experience  has  taught  them  to  know 
at  once  the  degree  to  which  they  may 
trust  such  temporary  confidants ;  and 
the  great  variety  of  characters  they  have 
partially  studied  in  their  career,  gives 
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m  a  general  and  immediate  know- 
ige  of  the  disposition  of  each  chance 
M>ciate.     Of  some,  however,  neither 
ae,  nor  much  acquaintance  with  men, 
ir  long  habits  of  the  world,  arc  able 
itirely  to  conquer  the  settled  and  ob- 
orate  reserve.    This  dissimilarity  of 
isposition  was  strongly  marked  in  the 
ifierent  deportments  of  Ada  Reis  and 
^ndulmar.     Ada  Reis:  was  gay,  free, 
fearless,  and  in  a  short  time  had  in- 
formed his  companion  of  nearly  every 
thing  which  had  befallen  him.     Con- 
dulmar,  on  the  contrary,  was  distant, 
cold,  and  haughty;   seldom  speaking 
of  himself  or  his  own  affairs,  and  im- 
penetrable  when  questioned.  Yet,  after 
a  time,  he  suffered  his  coldness  to  give 
way,  and  more  particularly  when  con- 
versing with   Fiormonda,  he   relaxed 
from  his  austerity;   his  conversation 
then  grew  animated ;  a  light  vein  of 
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satire  ran  throughout  it,  and  a  not^ 
pleasing  contempt  for  the  things  oil 
life.  His  thoughts  were  all  ori^nali 
just,  though  the  tone  given  to  thrtf 
by  some  deep  inward  feeling,  was  di] 
bitter  and  melancholic  nature. 

flormonda,  confiding   and  ardenti 
listened  often  with  admiration  and  d^ 
light  to  his  remarks.     She  remahieil 
alone  with  him  upon  the  deck  efqoj* 
ing  the  freshness  of  the  morning,  and 
the  softer  coolness  of  the  evening.  He 
pleased  her  with  descriptions  of  coun- 
tries he  had  seen,  and  cities  which  ap- 
peared to  her  most  singular ;  but  above 
all,  he  sang  to  her;  and  his  voice,  deep^ 
wild,  and  full,  seemed  to  have  power 
to  calm  every  tumultuous  emotion  in 
her  impetuous  mind;  yet  he  sang  to 
her  of  wars,  of  bloody  deeds,  of  ambi- 
tious  hopes,  of  rebellion,  of  lawless 
love;   and  he  imitated  the  wild  war- 
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»p  of  the  native  Indians,  who  had 

jsted  the  power  of  Spain  and  the 

linion  of  the  Incas. 

/It  is  di£Gicult  to  give  any  idea  of  days 

:  Itessed  thus,  and  of  nights,  when  every 

Btar  shone  forth  with  particular  lustre ; 

*»^when  the  sea-breeze,  soft  and  cool, 

refreshed  and  invigorated  the  frame, — 

these  were  perilous  moments  for  Fior- 

monda.   She  had  hitherto  been  assailed 

by  mysterious  beings,  by  enchanters, 

necromancers;  she  was  now  with  an 

associate  far  more  dangerous ;  and  as 

Condulmar  bent  over  her,  and  spoke, 

her  young  heart  repeated  every  word 

he  uttered.     In  return  for  his  songs 

she  showed  him  the  presents  she  had 

received  from  the  Bey,  and  the  girdle 

of  jewels  which  Kabkarra  had  given 

her.    At  that  name  he  started ;  **  Is  it 

possible !''  he  said,  ^^  can  it  be  that 

you  also  have  known  that  monster !  no 

VOL.  I.  N 


178  ADA  REIS. 

words  of  mine  are  sufficient  to 
his  perfidy  and  his  atrocity."  Ai 
said  this  the  tears  filled  his  eyeSi 
with  a  look  of  almost  indescribable 
demess,  he  said  he  could  not  thiiiki 
the  danger  she  had  been  in,  nor  oft 
ruin  Kabkarra  had  caused  to  thoi 
without  horror.  "  The  properties 
his  gifts  are  but  too  well  known  III 
me/'  he  added ;  "  they  are  full  of  daBr 
ger :  these  jewels,  for  example,  ivfaei 
worn  near  the  inexperienced  hearty 
excite  the  passions  and  inflame  the  iott* 
gination ;  and  need  you  these  ?  Alss  1 
some  sorcerer  first  invented  theae 
cliarms  to  pervert  innocent  and  cre- 
dulous maids/' 

"  How  can  things  like  these  affect 
the  mind,"  said  Fiormonda. 

"  Know  you  then  of  what  the  mind 
is  composed,  that  you  ask  this  ?  Until 
it  be  found  of  what  the  mind  and  soul 
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formed^  it  is  in  vain  to  pretend  that 
terial  objects  cannot  affect  them, 
k  the  amber  and  the  load-stone  pos- 
SB  the  property  of  attracting  certain 
atter,  so  congenial  minds  exercise  a 
Utual  and  reciprocal  influence.  Were 
for  example,  at  whatsoever  distance, 
think  of  you,  ah!  believe,  Fiormonda, 
though  the  many  would  doubt  it,  that 
lU  also  would  think  of  me,  and,  as  it 
are,  feel  my  presence?  I  could  prove 
is  to  you,  by  the  history  of  one  who 
m1  ;  but  it  is  a  mournful  history,  and 
U,  my  innocent  child,  must  not  be 
tde  unhappy  yet.  To  return,  there- 
'e,  to  these  pernicious  gifts ;  Kab- 
rra's  power  is  imparted  to  these 
f els }  they  are,  as  it  were,  impreg- 
ted  with  his  sentiments  for  you ;  and 
ty  being  criminal,  to  place  these 
mnd  your  heart,  will  be  to  excite 

N  2 
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in  that  heiut  a  desperate  struggle,  av  p 
to  subject  it  to  a  severe  and  doubtM 
trial/' 

"  I  can  never  feel  other  than  fear  of 
him,"  said  Fiormonda. 

"  Fear  is  one  of  the  sure  forerunnert 
of  love,  if,  indeed,  it  be  not  rather  lA 
follower  and  companion,**  said  Con- 
dulmar.  "  I  had  as  lieve  you  feared 
me,  as  that  you  loved  me/* 

"  Indeed  !*'  As  she  said  this,  she 
met  his  eyes,  and  felt  confused. 

"  You  think  your  feelings  violent, 
though  short-lived,"  he  said,  with  a 
smile  J  "  but  I  rather  doubt  their  in- 
tensity as  well  as  their  durability.** 

"  I  would  I  did  not  feel  at  all,*"  said 
Fiormonda,  piqued  at  these  taunts^ 
"  I  feel  with  a  violence  which  you 
would  not  credit;  that  which  causes 
but  little  delight  to  another  makes  me 
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))appy ;  a  fine  day  or  a  smile  from  one 
'1  love;  and,  on  the  contrary,  even  a 
«  harsh  word  makes  me  miserable/' 

"  Shall  I  take  thee,  fair  child/'  said 
Condulmar  with  a  bitter  smile,  **as  we 
are  journeying  to  the  new  world,  shall 
I  take  thee  to  drink  of  the  waters  of 
Guancaveli^,  so  boasted  of  by  the  Pe- 
ruvians? the  houses  on  its  banks  are 
built  from  its  petrifactions.  If  you 
would  cease  to  feel,  come  thither  with 
me-" 

**  If  you  thus  deride  me,  and  laugh 
at  me,  I  shall  fear  you  as  well  as  Kab- 
karra/' 

"  All  fear  me,''  said  Condulmar, 
mournfully,  "  none  love  me.  I  stand 
alone,  like  the  manzanillo,  or  the  lordly 
metapalo,  whose  very  growth  slays  and 
impoverishes  all  around  j  yet  will  you 
attach  yourself  to  me,  Fiormonda. 
Heaven  knows,  I  wish  it  not ;  but  so 
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it  is  decreed:  it  will  give  me  paiO)  anJj 
it  will  cause  your  destruction." 

"  Good  heaven!*'    she  stnsweiet; 
"  what  can  you  mean  ?*' 

"  What  can  I  mean  ?'*  said  he,  ten- 
derly pressing  her  hand  to  his  lips. 

"  It  is  no  matter,"  she  replied,  em- 
barrassed.    "  I  wish  not  even  to  ifr 


»> 


quire. 

"  Alas !"  he  said,  "  could  you  know 
who  I  am." 

"  Tell  me  who  you  are  ?  What  has 
been  your  history  ?  You  have  told  me 
many  things,  speak  to  me  now  of  your- 
self. I  like  to  hear  of  wonders  and 
adventures ;  and  as  you  say  I  am  to 
love  you,  that  will  be  the  way  to  my 
heart,  I  assiure  you,  for  it  made  me 
almost  like  Kabkarra." 

"  Name  him  no  more,"  said  Con- 
dulttiar,  frowning,  «  he  did  no  more 
than  I  have  done." 
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You  have  been  a  great  traveller,  I 
m/^  said  Eiormonda :  *^  tell  me,  as 
I  did  the  other  day,  what  you  have 

**  I  have  seen  the  wonders  of  the 
ountry  you  soon  shall  see;   I  have 
oeen  where  the  high  mountains  of  gra- 
nite take  place  of  the  blue  hills  in  Pen- 
delon39,-^and  there  I  have  gathered 
adamantine  spar  as  it  fell  from  the 
iDoon^;  in  Virginia  I  have  eat  of  the 
froit  of  that  tree,  which  makes  fools 
of  men  41;  and  I,  like  Kabkarra,  have 
]aughed  with  those  who  had  eaten  of 
it,  although  it  affected  me  not :  but  I 
watched  the  multitude  until  they  be- 
came stupified  with  their  own  buf- 
fooneries^.    Ah,  cannot  the  fruit  of 
the  vine  make  men  mad  in  other  coun- 
tries beside  Virginia  ?    I  have  bathed, 
at  night,  in  the  Gulf  of  Cariaco,  and 
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my  body  has  become  like  a  s 
lights :  will  you  see  this  wonder 
the  waves  by  night  ?  Stay  by  me; 
I  will  show  you  the  vessel,  as  it 
the  waters,  shining  as  it  were  with  ^^^V^  ^ 
In  Pennsylvania,   fair  child,   I  btfWK* 
played  upon  the  soft  clarionet,  andl^tic 
hundred  echoes  have  answered  to 
strain  ^ :  will  you  go  thither  with  inrf 
There  shall  I  hear  the  voice  of  maiif 
Fiormondas — ^now  the  world  contutt 
for  me  but  one.     In  Cumana  I  have 
slept  in  the  cavern  of  Guachero^,  and 
my  voice  has  joined  with  the   shrill 
screams  of  the  night-birds,  lamenting 
for  ill  deeds  past:  will  you  go  there 
with  me,  and  see  the  bright  and  cold 
stalactites  pendent  from  the  vault,  and 
the  gigantic  trees  which  surround  it  ? 
Thousands  of  night-birds  shriek  there, 
and  the  foot  of  man  has  never  pene- 
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id  beyond ;  all  is  silent  and  dark 

the  outside  of  that  grot,  but  the 

It  within  is  full  of  light/' 

^  Oh !  look  not  thus  when  you  de- 

ibe  it,'*  said  Fiormonda,  "  for  I  am 

dak  and  timid,  and  to  hear  you  makes 

ie  tremble.  Tell  me  of  diamonds,  and 

fid,  and  fair  ladies ;  speak,  as  you  did 

fte  other  evening,  of  the  silver  hill  of 

hrimde^,  and  the  Eldorado ^7  j   but 

Uy  no  more  of  these  things." 

Condulmar  smiled.  ^*  The  gold  and 
the  diamonds,''  he  said,  **  were  I  to 
tell  of  them,  have  produced  scenes  of 
greater  misery  and  deeper  terror,  child, 
than  these.  What  is  the  cry  of  the 
night-bird,  or  the  drowsy  hum  of  the 
zumbadore  in  the  desert,  to  the  hor- 
rors  Potosi,  Durangar,  Guadalaxara, 
have  caused?  Remember  that  the 
mountains,  where  mines  of  silver  have 
been  found,  generate  likewise  the  ar- 


186  ADA  REIS. 

senic  and  the  deadly  poison^.  ThoOf 
Lake  ofGuativa^,  art  witness  of  this; 
thou,  into  whose  waters  the  poor  In- 
dians cast  the  hateful  ore,  which  drew 
upon  them  the  murderous  spirit  of  the 
Spaniards ;   and  tliou.  Lake  of  Ibara, 

art  red  with  the  blood  of  the  mur- 
deredfio." 

"  Still,''  said  Rormonda,  "  you  speak 
of  horrors.  Sing,  then,  if  you  cannot 
speak  more  kindly ;  I  love  to  hear  you : 
sing  to  me  the  song  of  the  Indian  chief, 
who  sung  amidst  his  tortures,  destroyed 
by  him  who  conquered  his  body,  not 
his  spirit." 

"  I  would  do  so,*'  said  Condulmar, 
^'  but,  alas !  I  begin  to  fear  I  am  more 
enslaved,  more  subdued,  than  the 
young  Indian.*' 

"  Leave,  then,  the  Indian,"  said  Fior- 
monda,  "  and  sing  to  me,  as  you  once 
did,   the   return   of  the   Enghsh    De 
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Vaux  to  his  own  country:  that  song, 
ivhich  expresses  how  the  heart,  which 
imidst  crimes  and  perils  had  never 
3een  touched  by  remorse,  or  shaken  by 
^ear,  sunk  and  broke  under  its  own  re- 
lections  in  the  hour  of  quiet  and  se- 
curity." 
Condulmar  obeyed. 

Sir  Henry  de  Vaux  came  across  the  sea^ 
To  Turit  his  native  dime; 
A  &oe  like  an  angel  of  light  had  he. 
But  his  heart  it  was  seer*d  by  crime. 

He  stood  on  his  castle  tower  to  gaze 
O'er  the  scenes  which  he  long  had  left ; 
And  a  thought  came  o*er  him  of  happier  days^ 
Ere  his  heart  was  of  hope  bereft. 

The  stream  flow'd  through  that  peaceful  vale. 
The  birds  sung  to  a  cloudless  sky; 
And  the  calm  around,  and  the  soft  fresh  gale. 
But  increased  his  agony. 

A  tear  then  fell  from  that  proud  dairk  eye, 
A  tear  of  remorse  or  regret. 
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"  My  will  is  a  law,"  he  cried,  "  then  why- 
Why  cannot  I  learn  to  forget  ? 

'^  The  lightning,  which  blasted  yon  aged  tree,. 
Is  deem'd  but  the  fire  of  heaven. 
The  storm  which  roars  o'er  the  raging  sea 
Little  heeds  where  the  wreck  is  driyen. 

*^  All  nature's  works  to  evil  are  prone. 
Yet  lose  not  their  beauty  or  power ; 
Man  only  remembers  the  ill  he  has  done. 
And  laments  it  in  bitter  hour. 

'^  I  hare  fought,  when  the  desperate  fight  ran  bi^ 
And  the  plain  was  dyed  with  blood, 
I  have  sail'd  when  danger  and  death  were  ni^ 
But  immoTed,  unappall'd  I  stood. 

^'  I  have  drank  of  pleasure  the  fatal  draught, 

I  have  given  to  passion  the  rein ; 

With  the  scoffer  I've  scoff'd — ^with  the  infide 

laugh'd. 
And  reason  has  wam'd  me  in  vain. 

"  I  have  felt  the  extremes  of  joy  and  grief. 
And  delighted  in  every  excess ; 
I  have  languish'd  in  sickness  and  sought  relief; 
Been  wronged,  and  have  found  redress. 
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mf«  loved  tomhAntm,  and  writhed  with  hate, 
no  shade  has  obacared  my  brow ; 
ve  struggled,  and  even  triiunph'd  </er  fiite, 
I  nerer  hare  felt  till  now. 

h  f  the  pain  that  I  feel  with  such  deadly  feroe, 
t  it  strikes  through  my  boming  hram : 
the  pain  of  the  soul— despair — remorse— 
re  is  none  can  endure  such  pain. 

b  the  Toioe  of  an  angry  God  that  cries, 
it  harrows  the  mind  within : 
die  worm  of  the  heart  that  nerer  dies— 
the  memory  of  rin* 

liat  to  me  that  I  Ve  wander'd  through  many 

a  track, 
i  return'd  with  a  wond'rous  store  ? 
a  stretch'd,  as  it  were,  on  a  fiery  rack, 

I  the  day  of  enjoyment  is  o'er. 

liat  to  me  that  my  nctims  were  young  and 

bright, 
torely,  or  ardent,  or  true  ? 
it  sought  them  their  beauty  and  freshness  to 

blight, 

I I  left  them  their  fyailty  to  rue." 
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Sir  Heary  de  Vaux  sank  low  on  hig  knee, 
The  ligbt  of  kis  countenaiioe  fell  :•*— 
'^  In  heaven,"  he  eried^ ''  is  there  hope  for  wtt, 
Since  I  Ve  sold  myself  to  hell  ? 

"  Oh  !  I  am  gr«wn  weak  as  the  sickly  chiM,  ' 
That  moans  on  its  nurse's  breast^ 
And  would,  that  like  him,  I  could  be  begu3eil». 
And  soothed  for  one  momeiit  to  rest. 

"  The  fiends  are  waiting— >my  brain  is  on  firs^ 
My  life  and  my  courage  are  gone. 
Of  the  thousands  who  fiatter'd  each  rash  dearc^ 
To  obey  my  last  wish,  is  there  none  ?" 

There  was  CMie,  when  he  spdke,  who  stood  by  Ui 

side. 
And  received  his  dying  behest ; 
In  that  self-same  hour  Sir  Henry  died.— 
Now  Grod  give  his  soul  good  rest. 

When  Condulmar  had  finished,  he 
turned  to  look  upon  Fiormonda ;  she 
was  sad,  she  knew  not  wherefore.  They 
can  effect  much  who  have  the  power 
to  touch  and  move  the  heart,  to  draw 
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th  tears,  and  to  lead  us  to  mingle 
r  grief  and  sympathy  with  theirs ; 
t  these  sad  and  solemn  companions 
e  after  all  not  so  very  dangerous  as 
ley  are  supposed  to  be.  They  are  more 
i  be  dreaded  who  can,  at  their  plea- 
ore,  make  us  laugh ;  who  banish  me- 
uicholy  from  our  minds,  and  quicken 
ith  gaiety  and  spirit  the  lingering 
yorse  of  life.  Condulmar  possessed 
lis  talent,  as  well  as  the  other:  he 
»uld  divert  and  amuse  as  well  as  af- 
ct:  he  knew  how  to  excite  every 
ding  and  passion ;  and  as  he  had  no 
ber  object  to  interest  him,  he  devoted 
I  time  at  present  entirely  to  Fior- 
i>nda:  he  won  her  by  the  flattery  of  at- 
ittion  to  her  opinions :  he  struck  her 
th  amazement  at  the  adventures  he 
lated:  he  filled  her  with  curiosity: 
t  entirely  engrossed  her  with  solicit 
de  md  interest.  .  The  air  of  inco- 
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herency,  of  strangeness,  of  some  ^^i 
approaching  even  to  deranget^^ 
which  sate  upon  his  countenance,  C^ 
pelled  her  to  watch  the  changes  of*' 
expression;  and  he,  upon  his  paitv 
sometimes  attended  her  with  tin 
greatest  solicitude ;  sometimes  turofli 
from  her  with  careless  neglect ;  some- 
times reproved  her  with  severe  admo- 
nition ;  sometimes  appalled  her  wiA 
the  dark  look  of  sullen  anger;  and  then 
again  re-assured  her  with  all  the  fas- 
cination of  a  lover's  smile.  His  power 
by  this  means  became  unbounded  over 
her  mind.  Had  she  been  less  innocent, 
less  pure,  to  what  perversion  had  not 
such  a  companion  led  her.  But  she 
was  of  a  noble  and  high  nature,  which 
utterly  refused  to  receive  the  taint  of 
evil;  and  the  worst  sentiment  she 
cherished  was  growing  love.  She  was, 
however,  as  many  children  are,  restless. 
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^t  times  violent :  one  day  she  re- 

^  her  father's  orders,  Condulmar 

Pft)ached  her — "  I  love   you   the 

^t"  he  said,  "  for  this  spirit  of  in- 

'^Ipendence ;  but  if  you  resist  me,  I 

*ffl  draw  from  the  lake  of  the  valley  of 

^os^^  the  famous  gold  chain  which 

iie  Inca  Huana  Capac    made,   and 

placed  there  upon  the  birth  of  his  son 

Huescar,  to  confine  you.   When  I  saw 

you  first,  I  thought  you  fair  and  gentle ; 

but,  like  the  calm  lake  of  Xicaragua^, 

from  whose  bosom  the  mountain  Omo- 

tepee    shoots    forth    its  volumes    of 

flames,  your  angel  semblance,  I  find, 

is  much  disfigured  by  passion.    I  will, 

however,  tame  you.     Know  you  not 

that  I  am  destined  to  be  your  master  ? 

You  shall  travel  with  me,  and  see  new 

worlds."  An  eager  glance  of  hope  now 

lighted  Fiormonda's  countenance.   "  I 

have  been,"  Condulmar  said,  "  where 

VOL.  I.  o 


194  ADA  RETS. 

the  workings  of  the  mind  and  bearti 
visible  to  the  eye,  and  thought  is 
even  as  it  emanates  from  the  soul} 
I  have  been  where  vice  disfigures 
bo4y  visibly,  so  that  the  fairest 
in  a  day  may  become  monstrous,  1( 
with  her  virtue   each  bright  nati 
grace  and  charm,  which  before 
tivated  admiring  crowds.     Will 
come  with  me  to  that  country  ?*' 

Fiormonda  coloured,  and  said  m 
should  be  sorry  to  go  thither ;  for,  coft 
scious  that  her  errors  were  numbeil 
less,  so  would  be,  in  that  case,  her  de 
formities. 

"  But  then  what  delight,"  repliei 
Condulmar,  "  to  correct  the  blemishe 
of  your  person,  by  amending  the  di 
fects  of  your  heart.  Passion,  for  eJ 
ample,'*  he  said,  "  renders  you  at  timfi 
unlovely." 

"  And  you  terrible,"  said  Fiormonda 
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18 !  she  little  guessed  to  what  fear- 
Qgths  these  feelings  would  soon 
her.  She  was  no  longer  the  happy 
3he had  been;  thoughts  impressed 
ind  above  her  years,  and  her  heart 
in  tumult:  passions,  fierce  and 
had  already  awakened  her  ima- 
on  ;  and  even  sleep,  the  innocent 
111  sleep  of  childhood,  fled, 
ou  are  the  first  upon  deck,'*  one 
lie  said,  addressing  Condulmar; 
yet  at  night  we  leave  you  there : 
a,  who  know  every  thing,  know  of 
ig  to  make  those  sleep  who  cannot 
^  Tell  me  of  it,  if  you  do,  for  of 
ly  spirit  is  unquiet,  and  my  eyes 
not :  I  used  to  sleep  so  well,  that 
appeared  to  me  but  as  a  moment ; 
soon  as  I  was  asleep,  they  said  it 
ime  to  rise.*' 

fou  were  happy,'*  said  Condul- 
with  a  sigh,  "  when  you  rested 

o  2 
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thm:  ther  who  afagp  are  liih  w  il  if*  P 
tber  nerer  to  wake  a^sKs;  bat  ai  fir  |! 
me — ^^  andhepntlibknidtDfcBhedi 

fiBomctitSy  then  couliiiiied— ■**  I  aB  v 
lant  in  the  worid  of  wIiob  joa  jhiwM 
make  this  inqinrjr.  But,  dnU,  Hffiif 
child !  I  know  yaa  can  sleep  ;  fiw  J0- 
terdaj  evening  I  awakened  ]roa  lif 
pausing  a  feather  aver  joaar  aBOott, 
when  sleeping  on  the  deck,  and  yon 
smiled^  and  said  you  had  not  alqpt 
Many  say  so  and  yet  cannot  be  thus 
easily  awakened;  it  is  the  comnum 
cant  of  fine  ladies/' 

**  But,"  said  Flormonda,  whose 
cheeks  were  pale  with  the  restless 
fever  which  tormented  her,  <<  I  am  not 
a  fine  lady :  I  know  of  none  of  these 
thingH;  I  speak  from  the  heart  only, 
atid  tiicrefore  I  am  not  believed.  Ob, 
I  was  happy,  and  rested  once  securely, 
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and  trusted  myself,  whilst  I  slept,  to 
Him  who  made  me/' 

**  The  flowers  and  plants  sleep,  sweet 
one,"  replied  Condulmar :  "  the  vege- 
table world  enjoys  this  state  of  blessed- 
ness. At  regular  and  stated  periods 
the  plants  send  forth  their  odoriferous 
emanations,  then  fold  themselves  up  in 
their  silken  leaves;  infants  enjoy  re- 
pose; all  nature  is  harmonized*,  but 
where  Ae  spirit  is  perturbed,  it  cannot 
rest.  Fiormonda,  you  who  ask  of  me 
to  teach  you  how  to  regain  that  tran- 
quil sleep  of  which  I  have  robbed  you ; 
would  that  you,  who  say  you  cannot 
sleep,  could  grant  me  one  hour  of  that 
repose  from  which  I  aroused  you  yes- 
terday !" 

"  And  yet,"  said  she,  smilingly,  "  I 
am  not  unhappy,  only  I  am  disturbed ; 
for  I  dreamt  when  I  slept  yesterday, 
and  it  is  as  fatiguing  as  not  sleeping 
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at  alL  I  dreamt  an  ugly  dream,  ivbidi 
made  me  uncomfortable :  yet  I  M 
you  in  my  dream;  but,  Condulmar, 
when  I  did  see  you,  you  frightened 
me,  for  your  eyes  looked  upon  me  ai 
if  you  loved  me  not." 

*'  Can  such  as  you  are  dream  ?**  said 
Condulmar,  with  a  look  of  surpiiie. 
''Come,  tell  me,  child  of  my  heart,  what 
is  it  you  dreamt  of;  I  am  curious  to 
know/* 

"  Last  night,"  said  Hormonda,  "  I 
thought  I  was  in  a  plain,  and  thefe 
were  wild  beasts,  and  animals,  and 
birds,  and  fish,  and  every  sort  of  livii^ 
thing,  all  staring  upon  me :  it  was  a 
horrid  dream,  and  I  thought  you  stood 
in  the  midst,  and  your  eyes  glared  upon 
me,  ttill  they  awakened  me  by  their 
power." 

^*  If  my  eyes  were  not  fixed  upon 
you,   my  thoughts  were,"    he    said, 
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thournfully  j  "  and  yet  I  warn  you, 
and  remember  that  I  do  so — ^better 
were  it  for  you  to  listen  to  the  love 
Kabkarra  professed — nay,  better,  in 
truth,  were  it  for  you  to  hide  yourself 
in  some  cell,  and  die  there ;  the  greedy 
vulture  alone  permitted  to  prey  upon 
those  opening  beauties,  than  to  know 
me,  for  I  am—" 

^  Oh!  say,  what  are  you?"  inter- 
rupted Fiormonda. 

**  I  am  miserable,"  said  Condulmar, 
striking  his  hand  upon  his  heart.  *^  But 
even  this  hard  heart  acknowledges  the 
beauty  of  innocence,  and  bows  before 
a  chad/' 


\ 


"  What  I  am— may*st  thou  nerer  know— - 
A.  friend,  perchance — perchance  a  foe. 
Yet  thou  art  pure,  and  need'st  not  dread 
Blither  the  hiing  or  the  dead. 

'Hie  living  dare  not  injure  thee ; 

^e  dead  awake  akme  for  me. 
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Thj  earthly  senses  aumot  liesr 
The  strvns  whidi  oftdmes  glad  my  ear; 
Thj  poirer  of  tIsioii  may  not  see 
The  passing  shades  which  flit  by  me. — 
Hark!  even  now,  I  hear  the  choirs 
Of  chemb  angels  strike  their  lyres. 
As  borne  aloft  on  sQ^er  wing 
To  hearen,  they  soi^  of  triumph  sing. 
For  me,  alas!  how  sad  the  strain- 
It  bids  me  never  hope  again: 
Unbless'd,  alone,  when  all  is  sdll. 
And  the  mmd  fears  and  fimdes  ill; 
When  thy  young  eyes  are  closed  in  sleep,  ' 
I  gaze  upon  the  boundless  deep ; 
For  then  a  thousand  phantoms  drear 
Upon  the  dark  calm  waves  appear. 
All  pale  and  cold.    The  drowned,  the  dead 
Arise  from  out  their  watery  bed. 
Filling  the  bosom  of  the  sea. 
As  it  were  one  vast  cemetery. 

Ah !  start  not,  sweet  one  I  what  I  say 

Is  but  to  wile  the  time  away; 

Let  not  my  words  distress  thy  heart. 

Thou  know'st  too  weU  how  dear  thou  art. 

I  *11  tell  thee  now  of  cities  rare. 

Of  gallant  knights,  and  ladies  fair; 
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rUi  alone  to  make  thee  noflet 
ad  the  long  dreary  way  begiule. 
re  made  thee  weep— 1 11  soothe  thy  tean— 
M  tranquQ  now  the  moon  Bppean, 
^poQ  the  softly  swelling  sea- 
ler iQ?er  rays  shine  forth  for  thee, 
h  to  thy  couch,  thou  gentle  one ; 
^«  md  111  watch  whilst  thou  art  gone. 
CUld  of  my  hearty  beware  of  sin; 
Ut  not  the  wily  tempts  in: 
Rf  him,  by  fote  and  passion  drir'n, 
^  fix  thy  early  faith  in  heaT'n. 
'<^iroald*st  thou,  my  beloved,  know 
^1^  my  grief  is,  and  whence  my  woe?— 
'*  that  these  eyes  can  never  weep, 
^  that  this  spirit  cannot  sleep !" 


•*WTiat  mean  you,  Condulmar?— 
y/'  said  Fiormonda,  interrupting 
to — **  What  is  it  which  makes  you 
ok  so  fearfully  around,  and  seem  so 

Remorse  feeds  on  my  heart  in  the  still  night, 
hen  gloomy  dreams  the  weaken'd  soul  affright ; 
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When  thoughts  their  mournful 

keepi 
Itemone  feedf  on  mj  heart,  and  wfll  not  kti 

•leep ', 
When  the  all  glorious  sun  arises  iMiglit, 
Remorse  appals  me,  and  I  fly  its  light. 
Nature  in  vain  looks  beautiful  for  me; 
Ouo  fearful  spectre  every  where  I  see: 
Thy  words  are  daggers,  thy  caresses  deaiA; 
I  catch  but  poison  from  thy  balmy  breath; 
Thy  infant  smile,  what  can  it  now  in^Murt^— 
ris  a  last  ray  of  hope  to  cheer  a  broken  heart." 
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I^lormonda  wept;  and  Condulnuov 
seeing  that  he  had  again  given  her 
pain,  endeavoured  to  sooth  and  to 
amuse  her. 

Thus  as  the  swift  vessel  pursued  its 
course  over  the  vast  ocean,  Fiormonda's 
|)assions,  like  the  rolling  waves,  back- 
wards and  forwards,  ebbed  and  flowed. 
Love,  in  all  its  first  delights,  opened 
within  that  warm  and  guileless  heart 
Reason  in  vain  opposed  the  growing 
infatuation : — of  religion  (her  only  safe- 


ADA   REIS.  201 

|prd)  she  knew  little.  Various  were 
he  impetuous  feelings  which  alter- 
iitely  possessed  her  mind:  like  the 
nil  beings  who  wander  along  the 
srth,  she  was  already  their  victim, 
kill  time  passed  on,  and  the  vessel, 
mblem  of  time,  pursued  its  way. 
t  At  length  the  New  World  burst 
Ipon  their  view.  They  gazed;  they 
leared  the  land.  They  entered  their 
lestined  harbour,  and  were  received 
vith  every  mark  of  respect  and  con- 
lideration.  Ada  Reis  had  letters  from 
theSpanish  government,  which  strongly 
lecommended  him  to  the  protection  of 
the  viceroy.  The  sums  he  had  ad- 
vanced to  the  consulado  gave  him  at 
once  a  free  passport,  and  made  him  of 
considerable  consequence :  his  talents, 
bis  haughtiness,  his  courage,  enhanced 
these  credentials;  and  the  splendour 
in  which  he  made  his  first  appearance 
ittracted  around  him  many  a  flatterer. 
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CHAPTER  XVII. 

Such  were  the  principal  eveni 
the  life  of  Ada  Reis,  according  U 
MS.,  up  to  the  period  wheii  he  se 
in  America,  where,  during  three  y 
he  became  an  active  agent  to  the 
nish  government.  He  landed  his  i 
at  the  Guayaquil;  his  treasures 
considerable :  he  conveyed  them  s 
across  the  country  to  Lima. 

Hormonda  was  now  no  long 
beautiful  child,  but  a  lovely  an^ 
complished  girl,  heiress  of  imm 
riches,  and  surrounded  by  adc 
suitors. 

Ada  Reis  had  established  himsi 
Lima;  he  had  purchased  a  magni£ 
house  near  theviceroy's  palace ;  he  1 
in  splendour;  he  dedicated  much  o 
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:  ^^ttie  to  the  cultivation  of  Fiormonda's 
^ind,  who  grew  every  day  more  and 
Diore  beautiful,  but  likewise  more  fond 

^  of  power  and  admiration ;  he  had 
hitherto  kept  her  strictly  according  to 
the  customs  of  the  country  he  had  left, 
seldom  permitting  her  to  be  seen  by 
any  but  female  eyes.  "  An  imperial 
crown  awaits  her:**  these  words,  and 
the  promise  of  himself  being  King, 
rendered  him  proud,  and  regardless  of 
^  the  offers  of  marriage  repeatedly 
niade  to  her.  Yet  Condulmar  was  per- 
°^tted  to  attend  her.  All  who  knew, 
^  who  saw,  lamented  the  impression 
the  young  adventurer  had  made  upon 
the  heart  of  so  beautiful  a  girl,  and  so 
great  an  heiress. 


m 


i 


NOTES, 


Note  1,  page  xvi. 

Like  HtmbokU. 
M.  Humboldt,  le  28  Jdb  180S,  apr^s  avoir 
nt^  8ur  les  Andes  k  S77S  toises  de  hauteur, 
oblig^  de  redescendre,  parce  que  le  mercure 
it  descendu  il  14  pouces  7  lignes,  et  que  la 
ymi6  de  Pair  lui  faisait  sortir  le  sang  des 
Tes,  des  gencives,  et  des  yeux.  Ce  savant 
•  vu  ni  en  Hongrie,  ni  en  Saxe,  ni  aux 
T^n^,  des  montagnes  aussi  irrdguli^res 
e  dans  les  Andes,  et  qui  ofirent  autant  de 
bstances  diverses ;  enfin  qui  d^voilent  les  r^ 
lutions  etonnantes  de  la  nature. — LEv/rope 
fAmMque  comparee,  vol.  i.  p.  87. 

• 

Note  2,  page  xvi. 
Like  Park. 
Extract  from  Amadi  Fatouma's  Journal : — 
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^^  We  departed  from  Sansanding  in  a  canoe; 
there  were  Mr.  Park,  Mr.  Martyn,  three  other 
white  men,  myself,  and  three  slaves,  &c.  &c. 

*^  We  entered  the  country  of  Haoussa  and 

came  to  anchor.     Mr.  Park  gave  me  seven 

thousand  cowries  to  buy  provisions;  he  told 

me  to  go  to  the  chief  and  give  him  five  silver 

rings,  and  tell  him  these  presents  were  ^en 

to  the  king  by  the  white  men,  who  were  taking 

I^ve.     The  chief  Squired  if  the  white  flten 

intended  to  come  back.^^  Mr.  Park  replied, li» 

could  not  return  any  more :  this  reply  oocai* 

sioned  his  death;   for  the  certainty  of  Utr^ 

Parkas  not  returning  induced  the  chief  t0 

withhold  the  presents  from  the  king.    Nerf 

day  Mr.  Park  departed ;  I  slept  in  the  village 

Yaour.     Next  morning  I  went  to  the  king; 

on  entering  the  house  I  found  two  men  who 

came  on  horseback,  they  said  that  they  wer0 

sent  by  the  chief  of  Yaour  to  the  king,  *  We 

are  sent  by  the  chief  of  Yaour  to  let  you  know 

that  the  white  men  went  away  without  giving 

you  any  thing ;  this  Amadou  Fatouma  is  a  bad 

man,  and  has  likewise  made  a  fool  of  you,^ 

they  continued.     The  king  upon  this  ordered 
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me  to  be  put  in  irons.     The  next  morning 

the  king  sent  an  army  to  a  village  called 

Boiusa,  near  the  river-fflde:  there  is  before 

this  village  a  rock  across  the  whole  breadth 

of  the  river ;  one  part  of  the  rock  is  very 

high;  there  is  a  large  opening  in  that  rock 

in  the  form  of  a  door,  which  is  the  only  passage 

for  the  water  to  pass  tlirough ;  the  tide  current 

^  here  very  strong ;  the  army  took  possession 

of  the  top  of  this  opening.     Mr.  Park  arrived 

tfter  the  army  had  posted  itself;   he,  not- 

^thatanding,  attempted  to  pass.    The  people 

^gan  to  attack  him,  throwing  lances,  pikes, 

^ttow9^  and  stones.    Mr.  Park  defended  him- 

^a  long  time ;  two  of  his  slaves  were  killed. 

They  threw  every  thing  they  had  into  the 

fiver  and  kept  firing ;  but  being  overpowered 

V  numbers,  and  unable  to  keep  up  the  canoe 

^nst  the  current,  Mr.  Park  took  hold  of 

^^^  of  the  white  men  and  jumped  into  the 

'''^ter;  Mr.  Martjm  did  the  same,  and  they 

'^^I'e  drowned  in  the  stream  in  attempting  to 

^''^^pe :  the  only  slave  remaining  in  the  canoe 

^^  taken  to  the  king,  and  confirmed  this  ac- 

^^imt'' — Amadi  Fatouma's  Journal. 
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Note  Sj  fMige  xroL 
Deqfy  tinged.  \s 

LX)r£iioque  a  ka,  oomme  le  Nil  pres  de 
Philfls  et  de  Syene,  la  prapn£t6  rCToarquakl^ 
de  colorer  en  iknt  les  masses  de  granit  d^ul^ 
Uanc  lougeatre  qu"^  lave  depuis  des  milUer^ 
d'ann^es. — Tableau  de  la  Nahtrej  U  xLp.SOJB' 

A  r(»nbre  des  massifis  de  palmi^rs,  lea^ 
couleur  passe  au  noir  fonci,  mais  daos  de^ 
vaisseaux  tranqparens,  les  eaux  sont  d^un  jaun^ 
dofrL  L^image  des  omsteUations  austzales  s^ 
reflet  avec  un  6clat  angulier  dans  oes  mikte^ 
noires. — p.  191- 

tTai  reniarqu6  que  Teau  qui  sortoit  du  Bic^ 
de  Guayaquil  prenoit  graduellement  une  teint^ 
jaune  dor^e,  puis  couleure  de  cafe  quand  eQ^ 
avoit  s6joum6  pendant  qudque  temps  sur  le^ 
prairies. — ^p.  192, — Tableau  de  la  Nature. 

Note  4^  page  xix. 
In  a  pirogue, 
L^on  confie  les  canots  vides^  appell^s  i(^ 
pirogues,  a  des  naturels  qui  connoissent  bie^ 
le  Randal  et  en  d6signent  chaque  degr6,  chaqi 
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roche,  par  im  nom  particulier . — Tableau  de  la 
Nature^  p.  210. 

Note  5y  poge  xix. 

Like  the  golden  serpent  with  the  bellj  ^. 

Le  Serpent  cTor,  ou  le  Serpent  k  Sonnettes, 
que  les  Indiens  nomment  Curi^Muttinvo^  est 
fort  remarquaUe :  ce  nom  lui  a  4ti  donn6  k 
cause  d'une  peau  de  oouleur  d'or,  et  tavelie 
ocHnme  oeQe  des  tigres ;  car  Curt,  en  Indien, 
■gnifie  or.  Cette  peau  est  toute  oouverte 
d!*toulle6y  et  la  figure  du  reptile  mSme  est  af- 
fieuse,  la  t&te  est  d^une  grosseur  d^mesurie, 
et  le  corps  k  proportion,  sa  gueule  est  aimke 
de  deux  rangs  de  dents  et  de  crochets  aussi 
grands  et  plus  aigus  que  ceux  des  chiens  or- 
dinaires. — Voyage  an  PA'ou,parJ)o's  George 
Juan,  t.  ii.  p.  305. 

There  are  also  fish  that  cast  thar  shells ;  for 
instance,  the  lobster,  the  cray-fish,  the  crab, 
the  hodmandod  and  dodman,  and  the  tortoise. 
— See  Bacom^s  Philosophy. 
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Note  6,  page  xxi. 
Of  that  song  returned. 

The  late  Lord  Bathurst  had  mud 
quented  the  qpera  in  the  time  of  Queen . 
Frederick  Prince  of  Wales  wanted  him  t 
a  favourite  air  of  Niccdini'^s,  which  he 
not  ai  that  instant  reoollect,  as  it  had 
performed  not  lees  than  forty  years  b^r 
the  musie  pf  oparas  was  not  then  pub 
from  season  to  season  as  it  hath  been  € 
yfiars.  Some  tinie  "afterwards  his  la. 
dreamfid  that  Nicolini  sung  part  of  the 
him,  and  when  he  awoke  he  rememben 
whole  song,  repeajdng  it  from  hour  to 
till  he  had  waited  on  his  royal  highness  ] 
it  had  escaped  his  memory. 

I  took  the  liberty  to  desire  his  lordsl 
^ve  me  an  idea  of  anoth^  air  of  Nice 
when  he  immediately  sang  it  througho 
his  lordship  was  at  this  time  eighty-sev 
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Aebest  of  my  recdlection,  and  affords  a  strong 
instance  of  musical  memory  being  very  perfect 
even  in  that  late  stage  of  life.  It  need  scarcely 
oe  observed  that  he  could  not  probably  have 
heard  this  song  for  more  than  threescore  years. 
"^Baeringtok^s  MiaceOcmieSj  p.  8^. 

Note  7,  page  xxii. 
ManzemiBo  grows  upon  her  grave. 
Manzanillo^  from  Manzana,  an  apple. — A 
^ee  remarkable  for  its  beauty  and  variegated 
^ood,  the  golden  fruit  of  which  is  very  at- 
^f^ve,  but  contains  a  thin  white  juice  of  a 
deadly  poison ;  many  have  died  of  eating  it, 
*fr(Mn  even  sleeping  near  it.  The  natives 
^  the  very  beasts  from  instinct  shun  it. — 
Ui'LOA^s  Voyage^  voL  i.  p.  53. 

Note  8,  page  5. 
Reis. 

Captain  in  the  navy. — Tully's  Tripoly. 

Note  9,  page  7. 
Pasha. 
^ne  Turkish  word  paschaw  is  formed  of 

p2 
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two  Persian  words,  p&-sehah,  which  literally 
signifies  viceroy. — ^Volney's  Egyptj  vol.  i. 
p.  78. 

Note  10,  page  7. 
Bey. 
A  title  often  conferred  upon  the  Pasha's 
eldest  son,  and  Prince  of  Tripoly. — Tully's 
Tripohf,  p,  32. 

Note  11,  page  11. 
Care  of  the  Pasha^s  harem. 
Ada  Reis's  harem  was  not  kept  with  as 
much  regularity  and  strictness  as  the  Grand 
Signior^s  seragiio  or  harem. — The  seragHo 
means  the  enclosiu:e  of  the  whole  Ottomatt 
Palace,  which  is  not  less  than  a  moderate  town. 
The  wall  surrounding  it  is  thirty  feet  high- 
The  seragiio  has  nine  gates,  two  of  which  are 
magnificent.     From  one  of  these  the  Ottoman 
Porte  takes  the  name  of  "  Sublime  Porte. 
Where  the  ladies  hve  who  belong  to  the  Grand 
Signior,  is  called  the  harem :  no  persons  but 
those  officially  belonging  to  it,  can  enter  the 
first  gate. 
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The  harem  looks  upon  the  sea  of  Marmora, 
^he  Grand  Signior  and  his  eunuchs  are  the 
nly  persons  that  come  within  sight  of  these 
ftdies.  The  number  of  these  ladies  (always 
numerous)  is  regulated  by  the  order  of  the 
Sultan ;  and  among  all,  owing  to  a  singular 
f^gulation,  there  is  but  one  servant.  They 
^ait  upon  each  other  in  rotation :  the  last  who 
enters  serves  her  who  entered  before  her,  and 
B^es  herself;  so  that  the  first  entered  is 
*^ed,  without  serving,  and  the  last  that 
^ters  serves  without  being  served.  They  all 
^^^  in  separate  apartments,  and  between 
^ery  fifth  there  is  a  preceptress,  who  minutely 
•J^spects  their  conduct.  Their  chief  governess 
'^  called  Caton-Ciaha,  which  means  governess 
^  the  noble  young  ladies.  When  there  is  a 
^^taness  Mother,  she  forms  her  court  from 
**Umgst  the  ladies  of  the  harem,  having  the 
"Grty  allowed  of  taking  as  many  young  ladies 
^  she  chooses  and  of  those  she  likes  the  best. 
Mien  the  Grand  Signior's  intention  to  allow  the 
4ies  to  walk  in  the  gardens  of  the  seraglio  is 
i^e  known  to  the  Caton-Ciaha  (or  governess 
'  the  harem),  all  persons  are  ordered  to  retire. 
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V  fCMH^  olt  him:k  eunuchs  is  ordered  to  |3tf 

is^xt*  j^utiy  the  walls  ot  the  gardens  widi  in^ 

^fttM^K;  i&  bv  inadvertency,  any  one  k  fail 

:*»  Jw  y^rdeib^  he  is  instantly  killed,  mdlii 

!li9iid  M  hriHi^t  to  the  Grand  Signior.   Ik' 

hmUkht  wnf  the  eldest  son  of  the  Grand  Sgif 

t«^  cuikxt  JiMki,  that  is,  Sultaness  MoA^ 

t\»t  the  (Hntt  :mii»  she  is  crowned  with  flovtf 

^^  tjhw  (sikv«  u{K«i  her  the  prerogatiyesef' 

^.tt^    V^  ^.^her  bdies^  though  they  have  900 

Mv  v^v^tKxt  V.T  maintained  with  such  oorfi] 

^^^Mtev^H>lt  ;ftK»  the  tilTSt^  OT  Sultaness  Mother 

>M«  ,^^^  jcv  served  apart,  have  state  apot 

Mvtnx  A^i^eiKxI  dieiuu  and  are  exempt  toB 

^^  s  f ttji^  ,ii"\r  Ac  vWath  of  the  Grand  Signi* 

A  i  ..-V  wvM  Vr*  vM^the  male  children,  who  aw 

vXMfa^^v  *!t  %(ixvus«  are  shut  up  in  the  ok 

^*«^ih.\  ttx^u  ^K*ace  they  can  never  conn 

sHAt>  wttls.*t5s  Atr>  v^'  cKnr  aws  ascend  the  throne 

-  *  wV  W-x'xv^  ,'/',«  i'fc-n  Ytrars"  Residence  » 

NiKel'?/pago  11, 

IiUa>  means  in  Moorish  a  lady;  as  LiU^ 
KebhiernL— Tilly's  Tripoli/. 


NOTES.  S15 

Note  13,  page  18. 
J  Damascus  blade. 
These  scimitars,  besides  being  famous  for 
Aieir  beauty  and  lightness,  liave  the  steel  so 
Impregnated  with  perfume  in  the  manufac- 
mnag  of  them,  that  their  fragrance  can  never 
Ae  destroyed,  while  a  jnece  of  thb  extraor- 
"Aury  blade  remains.     Their  price  is  from 
ifty  to  one  hundred  guineas,  the  blade  only ; 
mutations  of  them,  which  are  superficially  per- 
Anoed,  are  bought  for  a  much  less  price. — 
TciiY's  Tripokfj  p.  146. 

Note  14,  page  14. 
Pierced  by  insufferable  cdd, 
They  traverse  the  sands  for  many  days  with 
Mother  refreshment  than  a  small  bag  of  meal 
•*d  some  water ;  while  at  night  they  are  some- 
^*0te8  drenched  by  heavy  rains. — Tully's 
^Hpo/y,  p.  173. 

Note  15,  page  15. 
Bags  of  gold  dust. 
The  people  here  may  be  said  to  walk  upon 
P^W,    This  precious  ore  is  sifted  for  on  the 
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sea-shore^  and  taken  up  in  very  small  qon* 

titles ;  but  whole  veins  of  this  rich  metal  iff^ 

found  inland  as  they  approach  Fezzan.  Win 

it  is  foimd  on  the  coast  (which  it  is  on  seven! 

parts  near  Tripoly),  the  people  gather  uj 

handfuls  of  it,  put  it  into  a  wooden  bowl,  tn 

wash  it  with  several  waters,  till  all  the  gk 

which  is  so  much  heavier  than  the  sand,  0 

mains  at  the  bottom.     This  rich  sediment 

then  tied  in  little  bits  of  rags,  and  brou^i 

that  state  to  Tripoly  about  the  size  of  a  sni 

nut.     These  small  parcels  are  known  by  i 

name  of  Metagalls.    Each  of  them  are  woi 

exactly  a  Venetian  Sequin,  or  ten  shillings  ai 

sixpence.    The  merchants  who  purchase  tb 

Metagalls,  melt  a  certain  number  of  themii 

bars,  which  they  call  ingots,   and  th^  i 

kno¥ni  by  the  same  name  in  India.     Th 

bars  of  gold  are  of  various  sizes. — TuW 

Tripoly,  p.  27. 


Note  16,  page  16. 
Wcmdermg  tribe  to  which  he  appeared  U 

belong. 
The  Arabs  are  the  descendants  of  Isluix 
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whom  the  angel  foretold  before  he  was 
m,  that  he  would  be  a  wild  man,  and  that 
his  hand  would  be  ag^nst  every  man,  and 
reryman''8  hand  against  him,^  (Gen.  chap.  6. 
.  12.)  this  is  almost  literally  true  of  his  pos- 
aity,  even  to  this  day :  the  manners  of  these 
ieo[de  are  various,  and  they  may  be  divided 
atotwo  tribes,  the  one  inhabit  tof^s,  while 
be  other  wanders  from  place  to  place,  without 
my  fixed  habitation.  These  wandering  Arabs 
IK  divided  into  families- and  tribes,  every 
nbe,  however  numerous  it  may  be,  being  go- 
voned  by  a  chief. 

The  Arabs  first  passed  over  from  Greece 
>Dto  Africa,  653,  under  Othman  the  third 
t^Uiff,  who  sent  an  army  of  more  than  eighty 
^liousand  fighting  men,  under  the  command 
^'Occuba  Bcnnesie.  They  built  the  city  of 
^^en,  thirty  leagues  distant  from  Tunis  on 
"^  east.  Three  other  tribes  passed  over  in 
^  year  999,  which  was  the  four  hundredth 
y^  of  the  He^ra,  by  permission  of  the  Califf 
^Cawen. — Shaw's  Travels  ihrcrugh  Arabia^ 
p.  221, — Le  Sage,  Atlas  Historique. 

There  is  a  horde  called  the  unvanquished 
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horde,  from  their  fiTiiig  in  places  were 
can  poietrate  but  themselyes;  many 
ragns  have  attempted  to  subdue  them 
none  have  ever  been  successful ;  they  an 
deep  copp^  colour,  a  dark  baracan  wb 
times  but  ill  conceals  them,  with  an  imi 
long  gun,  is  all  they  are  usually  burtl 
with.     • 

The  dress  of  the  Arabs  in  general  cc 
of  a  blue  skirt,  descending  below  the  kne 
legs  and  feet  bdng  exposed,  or  the  latter 
times  b^ng  covered  with  the  ancient  coth 
or  buskin.  A  doak  is  worn  of  very  ( 
camel^s  hair  doth,  almost  universally  dea 
with  broad  black  and  white  stripes,  pt 
vertically  down  the  back :  this  is  of  one  b 
piece,  with  holes  for  the  arms ;  it  has  a 
down  the  back :  made  without  this  scan 
considered  of  greater  value.  Here  the 
perhaps  behold  the  form  and  material  o 
Saviour's  garment,  for  which  the  soldiers 
lots.  It  was  the  most  ancient  dress  of  tl 
habitants  of  this  country. — Tully's  7W] 
p.  171. 
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Note  17,  page  17* 
You  are  not  an  Arab  sheik. 
A.  Sheik  is  the  chief  of  a  tribe  of  Arabs : 
ey  are  divided  into  a  multiplicity  of  govem- 
ents,  and  pride  themselves  on  their  descent. 

Note  18,  page  17. 
Belted  girdle. 
He  wore  a  curious  wrought  belt  (of  a  ma- 
Qbcture  peculiar  to  this  country  and  the 
uid  of  an  Arab),  ingeniously  woven  in  a 
iriety  of  figures  resembhng  Arabic  cha- 
icters;  it  was  wound  several  times,  tight  and 
^  round  his  body;   and  one  end,  being 

mUed  back  and  sewed  up,  served  him  for 

• 

^  purse.  In  this  belt  he  wore  his  arms,  and 
*>ded  himself  much  on  them,  not  on  account 
'thdr  richness,  but  from  the  proof  he  had 
*1  of  their  execution. — Tully's  Tripdy^ 
.171. 

Note  19,  page  18. 
Which  once  resisted  the  Hampefs  shatxL 
While  Ben  Shabbon  and  his  son  thus  stood 
bating,  they  perceived  within  the  Skiffer 
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£he  rate  of  two  gallons  a  day.  It  is  cus- 
iMoy  in  noble  families  to  have  the  heart  of 
I  date  tree  at  great  feasts,  such  as  weddings, 
I  first  time  a  boy  mounts  a  horse,  the  birth 
a  son,  or  the  return  of  an  ambassador  to  his 
inly.  The  heart  lays  at  the  top  of  the  tree, 
tween  the  branches  of  its  fruit,  and  weighs, 
ben  cut  out,  from  ten  to  twenty  pounds ;  it 
not  of  a  substance  to  take  out  before  the 
iBe  has  arrived  at  the  height  of  its  perfection. 
Vhen  brought  to  table,  its  taste  is  delicious, 
■i  its  appearance  singular  and  beautiful.  In 
dour  it  is  composed  of  every  shade,  from  the 
kepest  orange  and  bright  green  (which  latter 
iooompasses  it  around)  to  the  purest  white; 
BMie  shades  arc  delicately  inlaid  in  veins  and 
W8,  in  the  manner  of  the  most  curious  wood, 
iti  flavour  is  that  of  the  banana  and  pine ; 
**pt  the  white  part,  which  resembles  more 
^gteen  almond  in  consistence,  but  combines 
^  ^ety  of  exquisite  flavours  that  cannot  be 
'fi'cribed. — Tully's  Tripoly^  p.  60. 


*233  XOTES. 

Note  Sly  page  SS. 
Was  offered  the  place  fftke  great  CkUk 
The  office  of  great  Chiah  is  an  hoiioniy 
shuation,  producing  no  emolument.  He  oon- 
mands  the  castle  in  tlie  Pasha'^s  absence,  tui 
guards  it  while  in  it ;  he  neror  quits  his  port 
ni^t  or  daj,  sits  alwajrs  in  the  Skifier,  ani 
has  a  deputy  under  him ;  aU  affidrs  of  momeBt 
are  laid  before  him,  and  the  keys  of  the  toini- 
gate  are  at  night  ddivered  to  him.  Hit 
Nuba  is  played  at  the  creation  of  a  Chiah,  it 
only  bdng  aUowed  to  play  at  the  creation  of  a 
Chiah,  a  Bey,  and  Reis  of  marine;  othennK 
it  only  plays  fcM*  the  Pasha. — Tullt's  Tri- 
poly. 

Note  22,  page  39. 
To  inhale  the  inbat. 
The  warm  air  abates  nothing  of  its  oppres- 
sion till  a  sudden  cool  breeze  arises  from  the 
sea,  which  happens  regularly  every  afternoon 

• 

during  these  intense  heats;  but  this  sea  ^ 
rusts  all  sorts  of  steel  work  even  in  the  pocket? 
and  will  wet  a  person's  dress  entirely  throug" 
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a  Tery  few  nunutes. — ^Tvllt^b  Tripofy^ 

». . 

Note  S8»  page  40. 
Partake  of  his  pipe  and  skerbei. 
"The  beverage  was  various  sherbets :  some 
Huposed  of  the  juke  of  bcnled  raisiiis;  very 
Meet;  scnne  of  the  juice  of  pomqpranates 
IKesed  through  the  rind,  others  c^  the  pure 
Abs  of  Granges.  These  sherbets  were  oo- 
iBvly  supplied  in  hi^  glass  ewers,  jdaced 
i  gnat  numbers  on  'the  ground. — ^Tully^» 
ft^,p.l8'R 

NoteS4,  page  41. 
V%9i  the  marabut  sounded  to  announce  the 

prayer  at  sun-set. 

let  a  Moor  be  where  he  may,  when  he  hears 

>B  Marabut  announce  the  prayer  for  sun-set, 

odung  induces  him  to  pass  that  moment 

tthottt  prostrating  himself  on  the  ground. — 

We  met  one  of  the  noted  Moorish  saints  or 
ly  men — ^this  man,  contrary  to  the  general 
pearanoe  of  these  Marabuts,  was  tolerably. 


224  XOTES. 

covered  with  a  long  wide  blue  shirt  reaching 
to  the  ground,  and  white  trowsers  underneath. 
He  wore  nothing  on  his  head,  which  was  shaved 
close,  except  a  long  lock  of  hair  descending 
from  the  back  part  of  it 

The  whole  dress  of  many  of  these  Marabuts 
consists  of  a  bit  of  crimson  cloth,  about  four 
inches  square,  dexterously  placed  on  the  crown 
of  thdr  head.  The  Marabut  we  met  in  the 
casde  was  returning  from  the  Pa^ia,  with 
whom  he  had  had  a  long  private  audience. 
His  appearance,  from  the  furious  and  strange 
gestures  he  made,  with  an  immense  large  living 
snake  round  his  shoulders,  was  truly  terrific, 
though  we  were  all  aware  of  the  unfortunate 
reptile  having  been  rendered  harmless  by  the 
wearer's  extracting  its  sting  before  he  attempted 
to  impose  on  the  credulous  in  making  them 
beheve  he  alone  was  exempt  from  death  by  the 
reptile's  touch. 

The  devotion  of  another  order  of  the  Mfr 
rabuts  consists  in  wounding  themselves,  affect- 
ing madness,  and  walking  the  streets  almost 
naked,  or  dancing  reh^ous  dances  for  moBj 
hours,  during  which  they  incessantly  scream 
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out  one  of  their  names  of  the  deity.  Tliey  at 
Ittt  throw  themselves  on  the  ground  foaming 
at  the  mouthy  appearing  in  a  state  of  madness 
od  in  the  agomes  of  death— this  order  of 
Uarabats  is  named  the  Eadru,  they  have  a 
convent  near  Penu — Tully^s  Tripofyy  p.  1(K8. 
Hie  name  of  Marabut  is  given  both  to  the 
nKMque,  and  to  the  saint  or  holy  man  who  re- 
ades  at  it.  Iman  is  the  crier  to  prayers,  and 
Shrief  a  churchman  of  an  order  belonging  to 
Mecca. — See  Tully^s  Tripoly. 

Note  869  page  41. 
^parched  lip$for  the  moon  of  Ramadan. 
Bainadan  is  the  great  Moorish  fast:  the 
^ord  in  Arabic  is  said  to  mean  a  consuming 
^^  It  lasts  thirty  days ;  during  this  period 
^feUower  of  the  prophet,  upon  pain  of  death, 
^  allowed  to  take  the  least  refreshment  be- 
^^^  sun-set  and  sun-rise.  This  fast  is  rigidly 
^^Wved.^ — Blaquiere's  Letters^  vol.  ii.  p.  69. 

Note  S6,  page  41. 
^  batteries  announced  the  feast  ofBeiram. 
I^he  morning  after  this  fast  (Ramadan)  the 
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castle  gimS)  and  thoee  of  all  the  batteries  roui 
the  town  announce  the  feast  of  Beiram,  whin 
lasts  three  days  in  town  and  seven  in  tl 
country.  All  sorts  of  noise  and  rioting  sec 
to  make  up  for  what  the  Moors  have  suffer 
during  the  fast.  Men  go  about  dressed  in- 
kindfl  of  strange  and  awkward  garbs,  rese 
bling  nothing  in  heaven  above,  or  in  the  eta 
beneath.  Though  they  call  themselves  lio 
camels,  &C.  the  greatest  complaisance  cam 
lead  you  to  make  out  the  least  sdmilitude 
any  thing  but  a  bundle  of  sticks  and  rSj 
strangely  packed  up  together.  « 

They  go  about  dancing  with  reeds  and  oti 
music.  Swings  are  erected  between  two  < 
tremely  high  wheels  in  the  streets,  where  i 
people  swing  for  a  small  piece  of  money  eai 
No  fish  can  be  procured  during  this  feast, 
the  boats  are  all  taken  up,  rowmg  the  comm 
people  about  the  harbour.  Though  drinki 
wine  is  against  the  law  of  Mahomet,  inmiei 
numbers  of  Moors  get  intoxicated  with 
liquor  they  call  lakaby,  which  renders  the 
v^  troublesome,  as  it  literally  puts  them  in 
a  state  of  madness.    In  fact,  during  these  thr 
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^  feuF  days,  it  is  dangerous  for  Christians  to 

tP  into  the  streets.    In  the  consuls^  houses  a 

tsUe  is  set  out  in  the  courtyard,  and  kept 

co^^eied  with  fresh  supplies  of  wine,  oil,  bread 

ttd  (dives,  during  the  three  days  of  the  feast, 

for  as  many  hampers,  chouses,  and  black  slaves 

beknging  to  the  Padia  as  choose  to  partake 

<'it ;  and  the  Dragomen,  or  guards,  call  them 

in  parties,  according  to  their  rank.    During 

tbe  feast,  every  night,  all  the  mosques  are 

illuQunated.     The  town  not  being  otherwise 

lighted,  but  totally  dark,  shows  to  great  ad- 

^tage  the  bright  glare  of  several  rows  of 

vBps.    The  coffee  bazaar  is  where  the  Turks 

^t  to  tell  the  news  of  the  day,  and  to  drink 

<iQflee;  it  is  filled  with  coffee  houses  and  coffee 

btefaens,  which  are  very  black  on  the  inside 

^  smcJce,  and  where  nothing  is  dressed  but 

<^<4ee.     No  Moorish  gentlemen  enter  these 

houses,  but  send  their  slaves  to  bring  their 

^ollee  out  to  them  at  the  doors,  where  are 

'^^le  couches  covered  with  green  arbours. 

^Riese  couches  are  furnished  with  the  most 

h^utiful  mats  and  carpets:  here  are  found, 

^t  certain  hours  of  the  day,  all  the  principal 

Q  2 
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Moors,  seated  cross-legged,  with  cups  of  od 
in  their  hands,  made  like  essence  itself.  1 
coffee  served  to  the  ladies  of  the  castle 
sometimes  in  it  a  quanUty  of  cinnamon,  do 
and  nutmeg.  The  Moors,  when  at  these  a 
houses,  are  waited  on  by  their  own  black 
vants,  who  stand  constantly  by  their  mas 
one  with  his  pipe,  another  with  his  cup,  a  t 
holds  his  handkerchief  while  he  is  talkinj 
his  hands  are  perfecdy  necessary  for  his 
course,  marking  with  the  fore-finger  <rf 
right  hand  upon  the  pahn  of  the  left,  at 
curately  as  we  do  with  a  pen,  the  diffi 
parts  of  his  speech,  a  comma,  a  quotdti(» 
a  striking  passage. 

This  renders  their  manner  of  conv« 
very  singular,  and  an  European,  who  is 
used  to  this  part  of  their  discourse,  is  at  a 
feet  loss  to  understand  what  the  orators  n 
The  Bazaar  is  illuminated  from  one  en 
the  other,  during  every  night  of  the  feasi 
after  one  or  two  oVlock  in  the  morning, 
walked  in  it  one  evening  during  the  Bd 
till  after  twelve  oVlock ;  it  was  crowded 
the  first  people  in  the  place,  on  each  side, 
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^  them  richly  dressed.  The  perfumes  of 
unber,  orange-flowers,  and  jessamine,  were 
mudi  too  strong  to  be  agreeable.  From  the 
inunense  quantity  of  lamps,  the  whole  place 
"•Wtt  as  light  as  day. — Tully's  Tripoh/j  p.  16. 

Note  27,  page  50. 
^nd  her  eyeSy  which  saw  even  more  than  other 

eyes  can  see,  never  looked  in  the  same  di' 

rectum. 
'  During  my  residence  in  the  country,  I  had 
^uent  opportunities  of  examining  that  most 
^Kgular  of  the  animal  productions,  the  came- 
wm.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  adduce  any 
I*oof  to  the  philosophers  of  the  present  day 
^pinst  the  vulgar  error,  that  it  feeds  only  upon 
•*•  The  fact  is,  its  principal  support  is  flies, 
^Wch  it  catches  by  darting  out  an  exceedingly 
**gtongue,  coviered  with  a  matter  so  glutinous, 
^  if  it  but  touch  an  insect,  it  is  impossible 
**  it  to  escape.  The  most  singular  part  of 
^  conformation  is  the  eye,  the  muscles  of 
^ch  are  so  constructed  that  it  can  move  the 
'^  quite  round ;  and  I  believe  it  exists  the 
^y  known  instance  in  all  animated  nature  of 
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a  creature  which  is  able  to  cUrect  its  vifflon  to    | 
two  difiFerent  objects  at  the  same  time,  however 
those  objects  may  be  situated. — Tour  Jrm 
Gibraltar  to  Morocco,  ly  William  Lem- 

PRIEBE,  p.  91. 

Note  28,  page  54. 
A  favourite  golpha. 
The  golphas  and  best  rooms  in  the  country 
houses  are  sometimes  delightfully  rehered  bf 
a  considerable  stream  of  clear  flowing  water 
conducted,  in  a  marble  chamid,  through  tlie 
middle  of  the  room.     The  floors  and  sidescf 
the  apartment  are  finished  with  coloured  tiksy 
and  the  ceilings  carved  and  painted  in  Mostoc. 
In  the  inner  court  belon^ng  to  the  house  is  ft 
gebbia  or  reservoir,  continually  filled  with  fresh 
water  from  the  wells  near  it,  and  which  flo^ 
through  it  into  the  gardens ;  it  is  surrounded 
wixh  a  parapet  of  marble,  and  a  flight  of  mar- 
ble steps  leads  into  it.     There  is  only  a  brdd 
walk  left  round  it,  which  is  paved  or  terracedj 
and  into  which  the  best  apartments  belong!]^ 
to  the  house  open.    This  circumstance  afibfd 
a  refreshing  coolness  to  the  house,  and  is  mo8< 
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itfiil  during  the  extreme  heat. — Tully^s 
Hy^  p.  58. 

Note  S9,  page  57. 
A  light  Persian  jelique. 
T  chemise  was  covered  with  gold  em- 
ery at  the  neck ;  over  it  she  wore  a  gold 
silver  tissue  jileck,  or  jacket  without 
9,  and  over  that  another  of  purple  velvet 
laced  with  gold,  with  coral  and  pearl 
08,  set  quite  close  together  down  the 
;  it  had  short  sleeves  finished  with  a  gold 
not  far  below  the  i^oulder,  and  dis- 
3d  a  wide  loose  chemise  of  transparent 
ornamented  with  gold. 

Note  30,  page  Sa 
Sands^  such  as  the  ladies  of  the  blood  royal 

are  alone  entided  to  'wear. 
wore  round  her  ancles,  as  did  all  the 
of  the  Pasha'^s  family,  a  sort  of  fetter, 
3f  a  thick  bar  of  gold,  so  fine  that  they 
;  round  the  leg  with  one  hand ;  it  is  an 
nd  a  half  wide,  and  as  much  in  thick- 
each  of  these  weigh  four  pounds.  None 
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but  the  Pasba'^s  daughters  and  gram 
ters,  are  permitted  to  wear  this  onu 
gold;  ladies  who  are  not  of  the  bio 
are  obliged  to  confine  themselves^  in 
tide  of  dress,  to  silver. — Tully's 
p.  81. 

Note  31,  page  58. 
And  a  girdle  of  charms  to  save  herji 

eyes. 
Disapprobation  was  strongly  disp 
the  nurse's  countenance,  while  she 
showed  the  infant  to  the  Christians.  Sh 
it  as  much  as  she  could  with  the  chi 
it  wore,  and  at  every  look  the  Chris 
stowed  upon  it,  she  wetted  her  fii 
passed  it  across  the  forehead  of  the  hi 
nouncing,  at  the  same  instant,  th 
"  All  Barick,''  (a  prayer  to  Mahome 
serve  it  from  "  bad  eyes,r  or  mali< 
servers.) — Tully^s  Trvpoly^  p.  \i 
scription  of  the  visit  to  Lilla  Uducia, 
after  her  accouchement. 
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Note  32,  page  64. 
Small  as  the  Indian  piccajlore. 
The  gardens  of  all  kinds  in  the  villages  are 
nuch  frequented  by  a  bird  very  remarkable 
both  for  its  smallness  and  the  vivid  colours  of 
its  feathers.     It  is  generally  called  Picaflores, 
or  flower-pecker,  from  its  hovering  over  them 
ftod  sucking  their  juices,  without  lacerating  or 
^  much  as  disordering  them.      Its  proper 
luune  is  quinde,  though  it  is  also  known  by 
Akmc  of  rabilargo  and  lisongero,  and  in  Eng- 
ird by  that  of  humming  bird.     Its  whole 
Wy,  with  its  plumage,  does  not  exceed  the 
%ie8s  of  a  middle  sized  nutmeg :  the  tail  is 
^ttually  near  three  dmes  the  length  of  the 
^ole  body,  yet  has  but  few  feathers ;  its  neck 
*  short ;  the  head  proportioned,  with  a  very 
visk  eye ;  the  bill  long  and  slender,  white  at 
^  beginning  and  black  at  the  end ;  the  wings 
*8  also  long  and  narrow.     Most  of  the  body 
^  green,  spotted  with  yellow  and  blue.    Some 
^  higher  coloured  than  others ;  and  all  are 
^«riegated,  as  it  Avere,  with  streaks  of  gold. 
^  this  bird  also  there  are  various  species,  di- 
^^'Jguished  by  their  size  and  colours.    This  is 


\ 
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thought  to  be  the  smallest  of  all  known  birds; 
the  female  lays  but  two  eggs  at  a  time,  and 
those  no  bigger  than  peas.  They  build  in 
trees,  and  the  coarsest  materials  of  their  nesti 
are  the  finest  straws  they  can  pick  up.— 
TTT.f-oA's  Voyage  to  South  America^  v(A  i. 
p.  477. 


Note  34,  page  79. 
Salem  Alicttm. 
*'  Be  there  peace  between  us.^     f  *  Tha«  i» 
peace  between  us."" 

Note  35,  page  102. 
Already  a  family  of  children. 
The  Moors  marry  so  very  young,  that  ^ 
mother  and  her  first-bom  are  often  seen  to- 
gether as   playmates,   equally  anxious  and 
angry,  in  an  infantine  game.     The  wom^ 
here  are  often  grandmothers  at  twenty-six  or 
twenty-^seven  years  of  age ;  it  is  therefofe  no 
wonder  they  live  frequently  to  see  the  children 
of  many  of  their  generation. — Tully'^s  JTW* 
jpoly^  p.  80. 
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Note  S6,  page  148. 
The  nuba  sounded, 
?he  royal  band  of  the  Pasha.    The  nuba 
lever  played  but  for  the  Pasha  and  his 
»t  son  when  they  go  out  with  the  army, 
m  any  public  occasion, 
rhe  sounds  of  the  nuba  are  singular  to  an 
ropean  ear :  they  are  composed  of  a  Tiur- 
ka,  a  sort  of  kettle-drum,  the  reed  and 
ibrel ;  the  Turbuka  belongs  to  the  Moors, 
!  reed  and  timbrel  to  the  blacks. — Tully^s 
^y,  p.  98, 

Note  87,  page  148. 
Crive  me  your  signet-fing. 
rhe  town  has  been  in  some  commotion  to- 
Vfiom  a  general  search  having  been  made 
the  guards  for  Sidy  Hamet^s  great  seal, 
ich  was  stolen  from  his  person  last  night. 
fsm  of  gold,  chased  with  Turkish  characters; 
h  of  the  princes  have  one  of  these  seals  or 
al  signets  as  soon  as  they  arrive  at  a  certain 
!•  It  is  worn  near  the  bosom  on  the  left 
»  of  the  jileck  next  the  watdi,  with  a  rich 
lin  hanging  from  it.    The  mould  is  de- 
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stroyed  when  the  seal  is  made ;  and  as  dMj 
never  sufPer  it  to  be  taken  away  from  tbfli 
persons  day  or  night,  they  do  not  fear  its  being 
counterfeited. — Tully's  Tripofyy  p.  162. 

Note  38,  page  181. 
To  drink  of  the  waters  of  GuancaveU, 
Dans  la  ville  de  GuaneaveH,  au  P^iou,  ofl 
montre  une  fontaine  dont  Teau,  dit-on,  ^ 
change  si  promptement  en  pierres,  que  la  jJ* 
part  des  maisons  sont  bUties  de  cette  p6tri&> 
tion. — V Europe  et  FAmerique  comjfarSeSff^ 
M.  Dbouin  de  Bebcy,  p.  551. 

Note  42,  page  183. 
Stupified  with  their  awn  bitffboneries. 
Aux  environs  de  James  Town,  en  VirpDi^ 
il  croit  un  arbre  dont  la  pomme,  lorsqu'eft 
est  cuite,  produit  les  effets  les  plus  ^trange^ 
Quelques  Anglais,  ignorant  ses  dangereuse 
propri6t6s,  s^empress6rent  d'en  manger:  * 
meme  instant,  ils  devinrent  tous  imb^dDi 
pendant  pleusieurs  jours.  L^un  passait  i 
temps  k  souffler  des  plumes  en  Tair :  un  auti 
k  lancer  des  pailles ;  un  troisi^me  s^accroupu 
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tilt  dans  iin  coin,  faisant  lea  grimaces  d'^un 
4Bge;  un  quatrieme  ne  cessait  d^embnuner 
ceiix  qu^il  rencontrait,  et  leur  riait  au  nez 
a^ec  mille  postures  bouffonnes.  On  fut  oblig6 
de  les  renfermer  Tespace  de  onze  jours  que 
dura  cette  fr6n6zie.  L'^usage  de  la  raison  leur 
revinty  sans  aucun  souvenir  de  ce  qui  leur 
itait  arriv6. — VEurope  et  PAmMque  com^ 
paries  par  M.  Dbouin  de  Besoy,  p.  54. 

Note  43,  page  184. 
A  stream  of  light. 
Quand  on  se  baigne  le  soir  dans  le  golfe  de 
Cariaco  pr^  de  Cumana,  quelques  parties  du 
^^orps  restent  lumineuses  au  sortir  de  Teau. 
La  mer,  entre  les  tropiques,  est  lumineuse  k 
^tes  les  temperatures. — M.  Dbouin  de 
Bercy. 

Note  44,  page  184. 
4  hundred  echoes  have  answered  to  the  strain* 
Apres  avoir  navigue  sur  le  fleuve  du  Poto- 
^k,  dans  la  Pensylvanie,  on  arrive  dans  un 
^^^itam  endroit,  k  travers  les  Montagues  Bleues, 
^^1  on  entend  les  Helios  les  plus  extraordinaires 
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quil  y  ait  au  monde.    Ailleurs  (dit  Jean  de 
Creveooeur,  6crivain  et  cultivateur  Am^ncain) 
ils  balbutiient;  ici  ils  s'expriment  distinct^neiit 
Nulle  pars  ils  ne  sont  ausd  nombreux  ni  inua 
attentifs  k  r^pondre.    Les  intonations  de  lean 
voix  ressemblent  aux  conversations  de  pcr- 
scHines  plac^es  k  des  hauteurs  et  k  des  di- 
stances diffl^rentes.     Les  uns  vous  parlent  k 
Toreille ;  la  voix  des  autres  est  plus  forte,  leurs 
accens  mieux  prononc6s :  les  uns  vous  r^pon- 
dent  sur-le-champ ;  les  autres  apr^s  une  cer- 
taine  intervalle,  comme  s^ils  pensaient  avantde 
parler ;  quelquefois  ils  s^^crient  tous  ensemU^* 
Cest  surtout  quand  on  rit^  que  le  melange  de 
leurs  6clats  rend  Terreur  complete.     Lowq* 
les  vaisseaux  approchent  du  rivage  en  lo*- 
voyant,  il  est   impossible  de  ne  pas  (sov^ 
entendre  des  personnes   assises  derrifere  1^ 
rochers;   ceux   qui  r^pondent  du  haut  d^ 
montagnes  le  font  toujours  si  disdnctement  (f}^ 
Toeil,  guide  par  Toreille,  croit  apercevoir  Tarl^^ 
derriere  lequel  ils  sont  tapis,  ces  Hamadxy 
ades  entendent  toutes  les  langues,  et  r6pfet^' 
avec  plaisir  les  chansons  des  voyageurs.  JoU^ 
t-on  de  la  flute  ou  de  la  clarinette,  elles  imiten^ 
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^  Fiiistant  les  memes  ingtrumens ;  abrs  c^est 
m  veritable  ocmcert  ex£cut6  avec  la  demiere 
prkioon.  On  compte  jusqu^^  dix-sept  de 
ees  admirables  6chos  qui  vous  r£poiident.&-la^ 
iou  ou  les  uns  apres  les  autres,  ou  qui  se  r6- 
p^t  k  eux  memes  aprds  qu'^ils  vous  out  parl^. 
'T'LEurope  et  VAmerique  compar^es,  p.  64. 

Note  45,  page  184. 
I  have  slept  in  the  cavern  ofQuacheroi 
La  Province  de  Cumana  foumit  une  curio- 
^  naturelle  digne  de  remarque,  dans  la 
<^erne  du  Guachero,  dont  le  nom  lui  vient 
d*UQ  oiseau  qui  habite  dans  Tint^rieur  de,  la 
Riotte,  qui  y  multiplie  d'^une  manidre  prodi- 
9euse,  inconnue  aux  naturalistes  d'^Europe, 
^  qui  offre  le  premier  exemple  d^un  oiseau 
i^tume  parmi  les  passereaux  dentirostres. 
U  a  la  grandeur  dcs  poules  d'^Europe,  et  le 
port  des  vautours.  Quoiqu'^on  en  fasse,  tous 
'^ans,  un  horrible  massacre,  pour  en  prendre 
**  graisse,  qui  sert  de  beurre  ou  dliuile,  le 
^mbre  n'^en  diminue  pas.  lis  attachent  leur» 
'^s  )i  la  longue  vo&te  de  la  caveme,  et  quand 
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on  y  p6n^tre  a  la  lueur  des  flambeaux, 
oiseaux  effi*ay6s  poussent  des  cris  tels  que' 
IndienS)  eflfray^s  k  leur  tour,  n'^osent  ji 
avancer  jusqu^au  fond  de  la  grotte.  lis 
tachent  des  id^es  superstitieuses  ^  cet  antiej 
habit6  par  des  oiseaux  de  nuit,  et  d'^ou  sort 
le  rio  Caripe.  C^est  leur  Tartare,  leur  Stpir 
ce  sont  leurs  oiseaux  stypens. — VEttrope  d. 
VAmhique  comparees^  par  M.  Dbouix  d&. 
Bebcy,  p.  49. 

Note  46,  page  185. 
Silver  hill  qfParimSe^  S^c. 
Selon  la  tradition  de  plusiers  naturels,  le» 
tmees  de  Magellan  du  ciel  austral,  et  meme  le» 
magnifiques  nibideuses  du  vaisseau  Argo^  ne 
sont  que  le  reflet  de  I'^clat  m6tallique  que 
jette  la  montagne  d'^argent  de  Parim6,  &c. — 
Tableau  de  la  Nature,  p.  188.  Humboldt. 

Note  47,  page  185. 
The  Eldorado,  S^. 
Le  Lac  Parim^e  est  fameux  par  le  rocher 
de  talc  qui  r^fl^chit  comme  un  minar  le& 
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^pmi8  doT^s  du  soldi  oe  qui  a  fedt  croire  long. 
Ptaps  que  les  rues  de  la  ville  d'Eldorado 
llwtia  payees  d^or. 

Note  48,  page  186. 
t  *  Mines  which  produce  silver. 

Lesmines  d'argent  deSainte-Maries  dans  les 

I^OBges,  de  Bassory,  dans  les  Pyrenees,  de  Cha- 

Imges  prds  d^Allemont  en  Dauphin^,  enfin  ces 

ittnes  de  Norwige,  avec  celles  du  Perou,  du 

Brtsil)  de  la  Terre-Ferme,  du  Mexique,  du 

Chili,  de.  la  Castille  d^or,  de  la  Califomie,  de 

la  Nouvelle-Grenade,  &c«   Ces  fameuses  mines 

d^aigent  du  Potoai,  apr^s  avoir  enrichi  le  mondc 

pendant  plusieurs  sik;les,  sont  encore  aujour- 

dliui  une  soiurce  intanssable  de  richesses. — 

VEurope  et  VAmerique  comparees,  p.  65. 

In  most  of  these  mines,  arsenic  is  found  in 
oomUnation  with  the  silver :  also  antimony  and 
copper. 

Note  49,  page  186. 
ThaUf  lake  qfGtudivay  art  mtness  to  this. 
Le  Lac    de   Guativa,   au  nord-oucst  de 
Santa-f6  de  Bogota,  est  cel^bre  par  la  quantity 
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d^or  que  les  Indians  y  jet^rent,  lors  de  la  o^^ 
quete  de  leur  pays  par  les  Espagnflk.**'"^^ 
U Europe  et  PJmMqtie  comparees,  p.  Tt* 

Note  50,  page  186. 
And  thou,  lake  qflbara,  art  red  with  ike  Ho^^ 

of  the  murdered. 
Le  Lac  d^Ibara,  fameux  dans  lliistoiie  is^^ 
Incas,  fut  sumomm6  le  Lac  de  Sang,  pow-^ 
avoir  kxk  le  tombeau  d^une  multitude  dlnfiui^  * 
qu^un  Empereur  y  faisait  jet^,  d  mesureqa^o^^ 
les  6gorgaient  scms  ses yeux:  ses  eaux  en  fiirei^^ 
rougies  pendant  quelque  temps,  ce  qui  lui^-* 
donner  le  nom  de  Lac  de  Sang.— L'JBMfOF^* 
et  VAmerique  comparSes,  p.  78. 

Note  51>  page  198. 
VaUey  of  Or  cob. 
Dans  le  P6rou,  le  Lac  de  la  valine  ^Of^^ 
est  cite  poiu*  contenir  dans  son  sein,  la  fame^^ 
chaine  d'or  que  Tinea,  Huayna-Capac,  a^V^-i 
fait  fabriquer'lors  de  la  naissance  de  son   #^^^ 
Huescar. — V Europe  et  VAmerique  compar^^ 
p.  78. 
The  first  /wca,  or  Inga,  the  people  of  P^^ 
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^tioit  was  Mar^peapaf  who  they  fdgn,  after 

-  floods  came  out  of  the  Cave  of  Tammbo, 
'  or  nx  leagues  from  Cusco;  and  from  him 
>oeiided  the  chief  families  of  Ir^as^  the  first 
them,  called  Hanaiucusco^  and  the  other 
'i^ucusco;  from  the  former  of  them  came  the 
^ereigns  who  omquered  the  country. 

It  is  to  be  observed,  that  Ingaj  among  the 
iiUvians,  dgnifies  King  or  Emperor:  and 
9oc  Inga,  the  only  King,  which  was  the  title 
^  gave  their  sovereigns;  all  the  male  issue 
^  called  IngaSf  and  the  queen  Cqyas. — 

-  Historical  Account  of  Perii^  taken  from 
K^BEBA^s  History  of  America. 

Note  52j  page  198. 
^e  the  calm  lake  of  Xicaragua^from  whose 
^osom  the  mountain  Omotepec  shoots  forth 
its  volumes  of  fames* 

Le  Lac  de  Xicaragua  s^^tend,  en  longueur, 
^lus  de  60  lieues,  et  en  largeur  21  lieues ; 
^tnotepec  Glance  son  sommet  enflanim6  du 
t^  de  ce  Lac. — IJ  Europe  et  VAmerique  com" 
^iesy  p.  76. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

It  is  not  the  city  of  Lima,  as  it  now 
,  that  Ada  Reis  describes ;  he  speaks 
f  the  wonder  of  South  America,  the 
ity  of  the  kings,  as  Lima  was  called 
I  the  days  of  her  glory  j  and  not  of 
er  in  her  fallen  state.  He  tells  of 
ines  gone  by,  when  magnificence 
id  opulence  were  displayed  in  her 
asts  ;  and  knights,  and  scholars,  and 
ir  ladies,  adorned  the  capital  of  so 
pge  a  portion  of  the  western  world, 
e  tells  of  her  vast  riches,  of  her 
lendid  buildings,  her  wealthy  citi- 
ns,  and  the  gay  brilliancy  of  their  as* 
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semblies;  her  processions  and  theatres; 
her  bull-fights,  hunting-matches,  and 
revelings ;  her  steeds,  unmatched  for 
strength  and  dexterity  ^ :  much,  too,  he 
dwells  upon  the  beauty  of  the  surround- 
ing country,  abundant  in  wine,  grain, 
fruit,  and  flowers,  wool,  cotton,  and 
silks,  and  rich  perfumes;  he  speaks 
of  her  mines  of  precious  ore  and 
jewelleries;  her  seas  abounding  in  ' 
pearls;  and  her  great  rivers,  whicb 
water  the  rich  country  around. 

The  city  of  Lima  was  founded  by 
Don  Francisco  Pizan-o,  on  the  feast 
of  Epiphany,  1535.  It  is  situated  in 
the  spacious  and  delightful  valley  of 
Rimac — Rimac  being  the  name  of 
an  idol  to  which  the  native  Indians 
used  to  ofier  sacrifice  under  the  incas : 
and  as  this  idol  was  supposed  to  return 
answers  to  the  prayers  addressed  to  it, 
it  was  called  Rimac,  from  an  Indian 
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Tirordy     meaning    properly,    he    who 
ipeaks. 

Lima,  once  the  capital  of  Peru,  com- 
mands the  prospect  of  a  country  diver- 
sified by  rivers  and  mountains,  adorned 
by  forests  and  groves  of  olives,  orange 
and  lemon  trees.  Northward,  though 
at  a  considerable  distance,  runs  the 
Cordillera,  or  chain  of  the  Andes,  from 
whence  some  of  the  hills  project  into 
the  valley,  the  nearest  of  which  are 
those  of  St.  Christopher  and  the  Aman- 
caes.  The  river  in  its  course  approaches 
the  very  walls  of  the  city :  a  superb 
stone  bridge  is  built  over  it;  at  one 
end  of  which  a  gate,  remarkable  for  its 
architecture,  forms  the  principal  en- 
trance into  the  town,  and  leads  to 
the  great  square.  In  the  centre  of 
the  square  is  a  fountain,  from  which 
the  purest  water  is  thrown  up  by  the 
trumpet  of  a  bronze  statue  of  Fame, 
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and  is  also  poured  from  the  mouths « 
eight  lions  which  surround  it.  Here 
every  morning,  Ada  Reis  informs  U8» 
flower  girls  and  market-women,  inth 
their  mules,  and  runa  Llamas^,  sftp 
tioned  themselves  with  baskets  filled 
with  vegetables,  fresh  flowers,  and 
fruit,  whilst  singers  and  dancers  eo* 
livened  the  scene.  The  young,  the 
rich,  and  the  fair,  in  their  carriage}^  or 
on  horseback,  assembled  thither  before 
their  morning  and  evening  drives,  to 
purchase  flowers.  The  east  side  of 
the  square  is  filled  with  noble  build- 
ings :  there  stand  the  archiepiscopal 
palace ;  the  cathedral,  a  massive  struc- 
ture without,  and  within  adorned 
with  paintings,  sculpture,  and  magni- 
ficent altars:  there  also  is  the  palace 
of  the  viceroy,  in  which  are  the  several 
courts  of  justice,  together  with  the 
offices  of  revenue ;  whilst  on  the  west,. 
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%^e  council-house  and  city  prison  face 
%e  cathedral.  The  south  is  reserved 
tor  private  houses,  erected  upon  an 
^iform  plan  beneath  regular  colon- 
nades. 

The  government  of  the  viceroy  is 
triennial ;  but  at  the  expiration  of  that 
term,  the  sovereign  has  power  to  pro- 
long it.  The  office  is  of  the  highest 
lignity  and  importance ;  he  who  holds 
it  enjoys  all  the  privileges  of  royalty ; 
16  is  absolute  in  all  things,  civil, 
military,  or  fiscal ;  to  him  are  subor- 
iinate  all  the  tribunals  for  executing 
he  several  functions  of  government : 
ID  that  the  power  of  this  employment 
s  equal  to  the  dignity  of  the  title; 
md  the  pride,  and  pomp,  and  expen- 
liture  of  the  viceroys  of  Peru  were 
n  those  days  proverbial. 

Ada  Reis  alone  exceeded  these  tem- 
lorary  sovereigns    in  profusion  and 
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niagnificeuce,  and  was   wont  to 
carelessly,  that  were  the  appoint 
offered  to  him  he  would  disdain  ibi 
He  had,  indeed,  assumed  the  synibcli^^ 
of  royalty ;  his  slaves  were  dressed  * 
superb   Eastern  dresses,  and  he  had 
hampers  to  guard  his  palace,  suchu 
are  employed  in  the  service  of  th« 
Pasha  of  Tripoly:   he  had,  besidai 
other  adherents  from  different  coun^ 
tries,  so  as  to  form  a  considerable  le* 
tinue.     Notwithstanding  which,  it  was 
sometimes  his  pleasure  to  ride  about 
the  city  or  into  the  neighbouring  coun- 
try alone  and  unattended.    His  daugh- 
ter was  seldom  seen,  and  never  went 
into  public,  except  closely  veiled. 

But,  as  it  may  be  supposed,  this 
concealment  only  increased  the  report 
of  her  extraordinary  beauty,  so  that 
little  was  talked  of  in  Lima  but  Fior- 
monda.     She  was  called  at  times  the 
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•ebbiera'  of  Tripoly  (the  greatest  of 
Kincesses),  and  at  others,  the  beautiful 
illabrian. 

Suitors  were  on  all  points  vying  for 
ie  acknowledged  and  only  heiress  of 
1  Ada  Reis's  immense  wealth.  Don 
ntonio  de  la  Cerda»  and  the  Marquis 
t  Santa  Spina,  were  ever  on  the  watch 
seize  the  first  occasion  of  urging  their 
etensions — all  persons  of  the  highest 
nky  whose  homage  any  other  lady  in 
ma  would  have  received  with  glad- 
iss,  paid  obeisance  for  Ilormonda^s 
ke  to  Ada  Keis ;  and  amongst  the 
iny  who,  morning  after  morning, 
itched  impatiently  in  the  public 
uare  for  the  chance  of  a  moment's 
terview,  the  most  distinguished  of  all 
r  suitors  was  Alphonso,  Duke  of 
ontcvallos.  He  never  had  spoken, 
t  she  was  well  aware  of  his  feelings 
Love  needs  not  the  intervention  of 
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language ;  a  single  glance  can  comflAlat< 
nicate  the  sentiment  of  the  heart  •■M 
fully  and  more  forcibly  than  w(Kifc|t^ 
Fiormonda  knew  his  passion ;  andwitt  V^ 
that  passion  it  is  not  in  the  nature  i  ^^ 
woman,  however  innocent,  hoivevtfrS^ 
modest,  or  however  preoccupied,  tote  Ip 
offended  or  displeased.  V^ 

The  Duke  of  Montevallos,  though  V 
not  so  rich  as  many  of  those  who  weie  I 
anxious  to  offer  themselves  to  the  no-  1 
tice  of  Fiormonda,  was  absorbed  in  1 
family  pride ;  he  was  connected  with  | 
the  royal  family  of  Spain ;  he  had  fifty 
titles.     His  ancestors  had  risen  from 
their  tombs  in  horror,  could  they  have 
now  heard  and  credited  that  he  enter- 
tained even  •  an  idea  of  lowering  his 
Castilian  blood  by  uniting  it  with  that 
of  the  illegitimate  daughter  of  an  Alge- 
rine  merchant ;  yet  was  he  seen  wan- 
dering at  early  dawn  and  of  an  even- 
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I  late  in  the  public  walk  called  the 
a  Mode,  between  the  rows  of  orange 
d  lemon-trees,  or  strolling  along  the 
nks  of  the  river,  whither  the  calashes 
•nveyed  all  the  youth  and  beauty  of 
ima,  to  enjoy  at  that  hour  the  balmy 
id  refreshing  air,  and  eagerly  did  lie 
atch  there,  in  the  hope  of  catching  a 
Qgle  glimpse  of  Fiormonda's  form  as 
le  passed. 

If  by  chance  she  appeared  in  the 
'eat  square,  where  the  ladies  assemble 
•  purchase,  almost  at  any  price,  the 
ost  valued  and  precious  of  plants, 
16  chirimoya,  for  which  there  is  much 
valship,  the  largest  sums  being  given 
T  a  single  blossom,  to  her  the  fairest 
id  most  fragrant  were  instantly  pre- 
inted  by  the  young  Duke  j  and  envy 
self  durst  hardly  murmur  at  the  pre- 
jrence  he  showed  her,  so  cautiously  and 
3ldly  did  she  receive  his  proffered  gifts. 
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Yet,  although  she  frequented  so  liXk 
the  public  places  of  meeting,  she  diove 
often  into  the  country,  beyond  the  ex* 
tensive  gardens  which  for  miles  around 
adorn  the  environs  of  lima,  as  &r  even 
as  the  golden  hills  of  the  Amancae8,to 
gather  the  yellow  flowers  which  first 
gave  them  their  name. 

By  some  it  was,  however,  suspectedf 
that  neither  the  flowers  nor  the  beauty 
of  the  country  were  the  objects  which 
led  her  to  such  a  distance :  it  was  ru- 
moured, that  notwithstanding  tiie  ge- 
neral reserve  and  even  pride  of  her  de^ 
meanour  to  the  Duke  and  to  her 
other  admirers,  these  excursions  gave 
her  the  opportunity  of  meeting  and 
conversing  with  Condulmar. 

The  young  Duke  was  perfectly  igno- 
rant that  he  even  had  a  rival ;  he  hesi- 
tated to  declare  his  passion  for  Fior- 
monda  to  Ada  Reis  simply  upon  the 
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ledge  that  such  an  alliance  would 
be  sufiered  by  his  friends.  He 
)  have  returned  with  the  last  en- 
0  his  native  country,  where  his 
nr  eagerly  awaited  his  being  of 

0  unite  his  hand  in  marriage  with 
moman  of  her  own  noble  parent- 
id  fortune.  He  hesitated,  he  de« 
:  at  length  he  resolved  to  wait 
umth  longer  at  Lima,  upon  the 
ct  of  witnessing  the  entry  of  the 
idceroy  into  the  city;  at  which 
16  was  informed  Rormonda  would 
isented  to  the  public,  and  allowed 
ogle  in  the  gaieties  which  take 

at  that  period.  The  Duke  of 
evallos  was  well  known  to  the 
iceroy ;  he  had  visited  him  twice 
ili  since  his  residence  in  America, 
is  mother  had  in  some  measure 

1  him  under  his  care. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

Of  all  the  solemnities  observed  ii 
America,  the  public  entry  of  the  vice' 
^roy  into  the  city  of  Lima  was  cofr 
sidered  as  the  most  splendid.  NothiDg 
was  to  be  seen  in  the  days  to  which  ^ 
have  gone  back,  on  this  occasion,  but 
gilded  carriages,  the  greatest  pomp  of 
retinue,  the  most    laboured    magoi^ 
ficence  of  appai'el,  in  each  of  which  the 
families  of  old  Spain  and  the  native 
nobility  vied  with  the  most  profuse  and 
eager  emulation,  and  every  thing  was 
now  preparing  for  the  celebration  of 
this   day.    For  at  this  period,   Don 
Joseph  Manso  de  Velasco,  Count  of 
Superunda,  knight  of  the  order  of  San- 
tiago, and  late  governor  of  Chili,  had 
arrived  to  assume  the  viceroyalty  of 
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^eru,  to  which  he  had  been  appointed 
m  the  12th  of  July,  1745.  According 
M  custom,  he  remained  at  the  fort  of 
Callao  until  the  day  fixed  upon  for  his 
grand  entrance  into  the  city  of  Lima. 
Here  he  was  waited  upon  by  all  the 
Spanish  and  native  grandees,  and  here 
he  inquired  of  one  of  the  officers  of 
hia  predecessor's  suite,  who  it  was 
Whose  superb  state  liveries  and  richly 
caparisoned  steeds  had  attracted  his 
attention.  "  The  arms  in  particular," 
said  Don  Joseph,  "  are  singular ;  for, 
I  being  somewhat  read  in  heraldry, 
know  them  to  be  the  sigil  of  Mel- 
ehior,  one  of  the  three  Magi  kings." 

"  It  is  Ada  Reis,"  replied  the  Mar- 
quis de  Santa  Spina,  "  a  merchant  of 
Tripoli,  or,  as  some  say,  an  Algerine 
Reis — a  singular  personage,  who  has 
made  millions.  He  has  been  resident  in 
America  these  three  years  past.     He  is 
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supposed  to  be  the  richest  subject  i 
Lima.  He  is  of  great  use  in  the  com 
lado,  to  which  he  has  at  times  advance! 
considerable  sums  of  money.  He  hi» 
agents  at  Quito,  Carthagena,  Portt 
Bello,  and  indeed  in  every  provinrt 
and  city  belonging  to  his  most  Catho* 
lie  Majesty ;  and  these  agents  purcha»  ] 
the  first  of  every  thing  at  the  greatest 
price,  which  gives  a  life  and  spirit  to 
commerce,  of  late  much  needed." 

The  result  of  this  information  wtf 
the  highly  respectful  and  gracious  re- 
ception with  which  the  new  viceroy 
greeted  Ada  Reis  upon  his  first  pre- 
sentation. Nor  was  he  less  struck  with 
his  conversation  and  manner,  than  h^ 
had  been  before  with  his  magnificence? 
insomuch  that  he  insisted  upon  his  sP' 
companying  him  that  evening  to  the 
theatre  ^  where  the  ladies,  all  veiled  in 
their  usual  dress,  were  admitted,  ac- 
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rding  to  custom,  in  order  that  they 
ght  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
e  new  viceroy.  He  had,  however, 
*ought  with  him  a  formidable  rival, 
ho  withdrew  from  him  much  of  the 
ublic  attention,  for  all  female  eyes, 
tt  particular,  were  fixed  upon  the  won- 
lerful,  the  beautiful,  the  magnificent 
Ua  Reis,  who  but  seldom  appeared  in 
^blic,  and  had  only  once  before  visit- 
d  Callao.  A  young  man,  who  some 
Aid  was  his  son,  and  others  a  noble 
Venetian,  stood  near  him :  his  conu- 
sance was  peculiar ;  the  expression 
ftried  every  moment,  as  if  his  thoughts 
ere  painted  in  their  passage  across 
is  dark  intellectual  brow.  Don  Joseph 
[anso  eagerly  inquired  who  he  was. 
[e  had  accompanied  Ada  Reis,  it  was 
slieved,  from  his  own  country;  he 
ihabited  his  present  residence  at  Lima, 
as  ever  with  him,  and  was  supposed 
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to  be  the  intended  husband   of  thfij 
beautiful  Fiormonda.  "And  his  name?^ 
said  the  viceroy, 

"  It  is  Condulmar.** 

"  And  Fiormonda  ?'* 

"  She  never  appears  in  public.'* 

The  ensuing  day  being  appointed  (of 
the  viceroy's  public  entry  into  Lin* 
the  streets  of  the  city  were  cleare4 
and  hung  with  tapestry ;  and  triumphal 
arches  were  erected  at  proper  di- 
stances. At  two  in  the  afternoon,  the 
viceroy  went  to  hear  mass,  and  meet 
his  predecessor,  at  the  church  belong- 
ing to  the  monastery  of  MontserratS 
which  was  separated,  by  a  triumphal 
gate,  from  the  street,  where  the  caval* 
cade  was  to  begin. 

As  soon  as  all  who  were  to  assist  in 
the  procession  had  assembled,  the  vice- 
roy and  his  retinue  set  forth,  and  the 
gates  being  thrown  open,  the  proces- 
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Bion  began  in  the  following  order:  the 
militia,  the   colleges,  the   university, 
'With  the  professors  in  their  })roper  ha- 
"bits;  the  chamber  of  accompts;  the 
chamber  of  the  audience,  on  horses 
'With trappings;  the  magistracy,  in  crim- 
son velvet  robes,  lined  with  brocade  of 
the  same  colour,  and  a  particular  form 
of  cap  upon  their  heads,  used  only  upon 
,    this  occasion ;  the  courts  of  inquisition 
f   in  full  dress,  according  to  order,  attend- 
}"   cd  by  a  number  of  noblemen  ;  whilst 
*wne  members  of  the  corporation,  who 
talked  on  foot,  supported  the  canopy 
^ver  the  viceroy,  and  the  two  ordinary 
^caldes,  who  acted  as  esquires,  held 
the  bridle  of  his  horse,  a  magnificent 
steed  from  Chili.     The  procession  was 
^f  Considerable  length,  but  not  so  long 
^s  the  description  of  it  given  by  Ada 
^^is.  They  passed  through  all  the  prin- 
^^Pal  streets  till  they  came  to  the  great 
Vol.  II.  c 
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square,  in  which  the  whole  company  U^ 
drew  up  facing  the  cathedral;  t^ft 
the  viceroy  alighted,  and  made  a  ge* 
neral  obeisance,  whilst  the  archbishop 
and  chapter  advanced  to  receive  hiifl' 
The  whole  of  the  immense  assembled 
multitude  were  silent  as  the  grave. 
At  this  moment  burst  upon  the  ear  the 
solemn  hymn  of  Te  Deum  laudaMSt 
chanted  by  the  most  melodious  voices 
and  accompanied  by  the  greatest  power 
of  instrumental  music. 

The  recollections  of  the  greatness  rf 
the  Spanish  monarchy,  the  thought  rf 
the  vast  territories  of  which  the  new 
viceroy  was,  as  it  were,  taking  posses- 
sion, the  immense  display  of  wealthi 
and  the  gorgeous  magnificence  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  religion,  continued  »t 
once  to  subjugate  and  overpower  the 
minds  of  all  who  witnessed  the  io^ 
spiring  spectacle. 
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At  that  moment,  when  even  the  very 
ui  of  vanity  and  pride  must  have 
ien  touched  and  gratified^  when  man, 
in  man,  drest  in  a  little  brief  au- 
ority,  must  have  felt  something  like 
ety  and  enthusiasm,  the  viceroy's 
eg  were  attracted  by  Ada  Reis  and 
s  daughter.  Ada  Reis,  whose  ob- 
ct  at  all  times  was  distinction,  and 
^  sought  it  by  deviating  from  every 
neral  rule,  appeared  on  this  occa- 
n  in  plain  but  becoming  attire :  he 
smed  to  make  one  in  a  mere  show; 
be  a  subordinate  character  in  the 
ima  that  was  performing :  he  liked 
r  viceroy,  nor  pageant,  which  could 
al  or  even  approach  himself  in  mag- 
icence.  He  attended,  therefore,  the 
^emony  as  a  common  observer,  whom 
iosity  alone  drew  to  be  present  at 
But  the  observation,  which  this 
:;uliarity  of  dress  and  manner  would 

c  2 
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Otherwise  have  attracted,  was  now  ^ 
tirely  lost  in  the  deeper  interest  excited 
by  the  appearance  of  his  daughter, 
who,  trembling'  and  agitated,  sup- 
ported herself  upon  her  father;  so 
deeply  was  she  affected  by  the  sublime 
choir  of  voices,  and  the  solemnity  of 
those  religious  rites,  of  the  effect  of 
which  she  had  hitherto  known  so  little- 
First  she  knelt  in  enthusiasm,  and  now 
she  wept  upon  her  father's  bosom. 

When  sudden  hope  springs  up  in  the 
mind,  or  when  we  are  moved  with  unr 
expected  pleasure — when  we  meetwith 
those  whom  we  love — we  shed  tears; 
and  these  are  the  tears  which  spring 
from  the  fullness  of  joy.  We  shed 
tears,  too,  when  we  part  from  what  we 
love,  whether  it  be  friend  or  countr/j 
or,  still  dearer,  a  parent :  but  they  are 
tears  of  bitterness  and  regret.  There 
are  tears,  too,  which  flow  less  freely> 
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id  these  are  for  the  dead ;  such  tears 
ve  the  heart  from  breaking.     But 
e  tears  which  Fiormonda  shed  were 
none  of  these ;  they  partook  of  the 
iguish  of  all  of  them,  without  afford- 
g  any  of  their  relief.     They  were  as 
a  lost  soul  had  heard  the  prayers  of 
ints,  the  hymn  of  angels ;  yet  could 
>t,  might  not,  join  in  the  hallowed 
rain  and  pious  supplication.     They 
ere  as  if  the  heart  dropped  blood,  for 
if  agony  was  great  and  real.    When 
le  pealing  organ  rolled  through  the 
suited  nave  the  fullness  of  its  note, 
hen  the  whole  choir  swelled  at  once 
trough  that  vast  edifice  the  song  of 
evotion  and  praise ;  the  strain  came 
pon  her  with  the  memory  of  past  and 
stter  times,  like  the  voice  of  those  who 
^ere  no  more,  of  those  who  had  left 
er  for  ever.     Virtue,  honour,  early 
>iety,  and  sacred  faith  were  in  those 
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blessed  sounds.  She  remembered  tef 
youth,  when  she  also  had  knelt  ^ 
prayed,  when  her  guardian  spirit  to^ 
borne  her  hymn  and  orisons  upward  to 
her  Creator.  But  now  she  never  prayei 
She  was  conscious  that  she  was  present 
at  this  solemnity,  as  at  a  mere  spectacle 
and  vain  pageant,  deprived  of  aD  Hs 
essence  and  meaning,  without  belief) 
hope,  or  comfort;  with  the  greater 
mortification  of  witnessing  in  others 
those  feelings  and  those  aspirations  of 
better  things,  which  she  had  hersdi 
abandoned  and  relinquished.  Herfr 
ther  reproved  her  for  betraying  so 
much  emotion,  and  one  dearer  than  her 
father  chided  her  for  her  weakness  and 
superstition.  Condulmar  smiled  vith 
scorn  upon  a  scene  which  appeared  to 
him  either  vanity  and  folly,  or  fafl^' 
ticism  and  imposture. 

*•  It  is  the  only  daughter  of  Ai^ 
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Heis,*'  whispered  the  Duke  of  Montc- 
Vallos,  in  answer  to  the  viceroy's  in- 
quiring look.  The  maiden  was  veiled^ 
•^no  feature  was  exhibited, — he  could 
only  contemplate  the  grace  and  sym- 
metry of  her  form.  She  never  cast  her 
eyes  upon  the  assembled  company,  nor 
upon  any  part  of  the  pageant,  but  ap- 
peared entirely  absorbed  in  the  emo- 
tions of  her  own  mind. 

After  the  ceremony,  the  viceroy  pro- 
ceeded to  the  palace  gates,  where  he 
was  received  by  the  audiencia,  and 
conducted  to  the  banquet  which  await- 
ed him.  "  Is  Ada  Rcis  served  ?"  said 
Don  Joseph  de  Velasco  to  his  attend- 
ants; "  if  not,  send  to  desire  that  he 
and  his  daughter  may  sit  at  my  table.'* 
Ada  Reis  had  returned  to  his  own 
house;  and  when  the  message  from  the 
viceroy  was  delived  to  him  there,  he 
politely  declined  the  honour  intended 
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him  for  himself,  and  said  his  daughter 
could  not  appear  in  public  until  she 
had  formally  been  presented  to  the 
Spanish  governor,  which  could  only 
take  place  after  the  whole  of  these  so- 
lemnities had  concluded. 

Suppers  and  public  assemblies,  and 
moonlight  dances,  and  bull-feasts,  fol- 
lowed in  long  succession,  as  was  the 
custom  of  the  country ;   but  during 
almost  the  whole  continuance  of  the 
festivities  the  viceroy  saw  not  again 
either  Ada  Reis  or  his  daughter ;  for  the 
former  was  too  proud  to  appear  often 
in  places  where  there  was  a  greater 
than  himself.     At  length,  on  the  last 
day  of  the  bull-fight,  as  the  viceroy  was 
passing  on  horseback  to  the  crowded- 
scene,  the  royal  arms  again  attracted 
his  attention,  and  he  eagerly  watched 
the  calash,  ornamented  with  gold,  and 
containing  within  it  two  females,  as  it 
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passed  him.     The  beautiful  girl  he  in- 
stantly  recognised  to  be  Fiormonda ; 
and  she  appeared  to  be  entreating  and 
imploring  an  inexorable  old  wroman  to 
permit  her  to  stop  and  see  the  specta- 
cle,   The  cross  gouvernante,  with  a 
tone  of  voice  at  once  querulous  and 
resolved,  was  commanding  the  driver 
to  turn   about.     The  viceroy  imme- 
^ately   approached   the   calash,    and 
^as  silent  for  some  moments  as  he 
took  a  nearer  view  of  the  young  Fior- 
monda, who  stood  up  all  unveiled,  her 
Countenance  animated,  and  her  eyes, 
Naturally  gentle  and  timid,  now  bril- 
liant with  eagerness :   a  cavalcade  of 
gentlemen  surrounded  the  calash,  and 
^l^e  viceroy  himself  now  requested  the 
^^enna  to  permit  her  lovely  charge  to 
^^dulge  her  inclination.     But  Shaflfou 
"^ca,  in  a  language  strangely  formed  of 
^  Combination  of  almost  every  tongue. 


26  ADA  REIS. 

loudly  remonstrated  against  any  su( 
intention.  A  grandee  present  reminds 
her  that  it  was  to  the  viceroy  himse 
she  had  the  honour  to  speak.  She  care 
not^  she  said,  to  what  or  to  whom  A 
addressed  herself;  she  had  her  mastei 
commands,  and,  whatever  might  I 
said,  the  Lilla  flormonda  should  n 
see  any  thing,  or  be  seen  of  any  one 
During  this  altercation,  flormonc 
with  great  sweetness  and  dignity,  sto 
up  in  the  calash,  silent,  but  casting 
contemptuous  glance  upon  ShafI 
Paca,  whose  tongue,  being  once  i 
in  motion,  continued  a  sharp  and  i 
ceasing  alarum.  Don  Joseph  Man 
de  Velasco  in  a  moment  understo 
the  proud  contempt  indicated  by  1 
silence,  and  the  indignant  feelings  s 
repressed:  he  also  saw  a  little  sra 
and  assumed  tranquillity  curling  up 
her  lips,  as  she  listened  to  her  gov< 
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^^s  harangue.  He  seized  the  op- 
portunity of  breaking  forth  into  ex- 
pressions of  unbounded  admiration ; 
be  gently  took  her  hand»  and  raised  it 
to  his  lips ;  she  received  the  honour  as 
'be  might  have  done  a  courtesy  from  a 
dave,  with  politeness,  but  with  marked 
'Qdifierence. 

At  this  moment  Condulmar  rode  up ; 
^s  pale  sallow  complexion,  dark  hair, 
^Hd  deep  intelligence  of  countenance, 
^ad  already  attracted,  it  may  be  re- 
membered, the  attention  of  Don  Jo- 
seph the  first  time  he  had  seen  him  at 
the  theatre;   he  recognised  him   im- 
mediately,  and   slightly  bowed — the 
young  Venetian,  without  parade,  re- 
txumed  the  salute,  and  with  an  air  of 
easy  familiarity,    said  to   Fiormonda 
these  words :  "  And  does  my  lovely 
mistress  wish  to  see  a  festival,  which 
ladies  more  timid  and  gentle  fear?  and 
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does  Shaffou  Paca  dare  to  oppose  her? 
Follow  thy  desires ;  indulge  freely  thy 
pleasure  or  thy  curiosity,  and  I  vf^ 
remain  the  while  and  teach  thy  goU- 
vernante   somewhat  of  more   compU* 
ance  j  for  thou  wert  born  to  command  V 
thy  least  wish  should  be  a  law  to  all/ 

Fiormonda  hesitated, — but  Conda>' 
mar,  dismounting,  handed  her  from  tb^ 
calash.  The  viceroy  now  also  di^ 
mounted,  offering  to  lead  Fiormonda 
to  a  seat,  where  some  of  the  ladies  o: 
his  own  family  were  already  stationed  j 
he  said  they  would  be  delighted  to  have 
this  opportunity  of  making  acquaint 
ance  with  one  of  whom  they  had  hearc 
so  much.  He  asked  her,  however 
more  than  once,  as  they  proceeded,  i 
she  thought  her  father  would  be  reallj 
displeased  at  the  liberty  he  was  taking 
for  the  viceroy  had  no  desire  to  offen< 
Ada  Reis. 
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''Oh,  he  never  can  be  long  displeased 
^th  me,"  said  Fiormonda,  smiling; 
*'and  if  Condulmar  plead  for  me,  I  am 
sure  of  being  forgiven  directly." 

"  And  does  Condulmar,  whoever  he 
^ay  be,  hold  as  great  a  power  over  the 
Wt  of  the  lovely  Fiormonda  as  it 
^ould  appear  he  does  over  the  mind 
of  her  father?" 

Casting  her  eyes  down,  whilst  a  deep 
Wush  overspread  her  complexion,  Fior- 
nionda  answered,  "  I  scarcely  know, 
sir ;  but  this  I  will  say,  that  whenever 
*  desire  any  thing,  he  is  kind  enough 
either  to  obtain  it  for  me,  or  to  show 
^e  the  manner  in  which  it  should  be 
attained;  and  I  consider  him,  upon 
^fie  whole,  in  the  light  of  a  friend." 

**  Upon  the  whole !"  said  Don  Jo- 
seph, eager  to  penetrate  the  young 
Maiden's  real  thoughts ;  "  wherefore 
^pon  the  whole  only?" 
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"  Oh,  sir/*  said  Fiormonda,  "  be 
cause  a  real  friend  would,  perhaps,  re 
press  those  wishes  sooner  than  indulg 
them ;  and  I  sometimes  think—rnay, 
am  intruding  upon  you  that  whic^ 
concerns  only  myself.'* 

"  Oh,  no  intrusion!  Speak  frankly  S 
me;  you  know  not,  you  cannot  believe 
the  interest  you  have  already  awaker 
ed  in  me.*' 

"  Why  then,  sir,  to  be  sincere, 
considered  one,  whom  I  left  in  my  ow: 
country,  as  a  brother  and  a  friend 
but  Condulmar  as  a  very  dangerous 
though,  alas!  too  fascinating,  com 
panion.** 

"  And  who  is  he  whom  ydu  left  ii 
your  own  country?** 

"  Why,  I  hardly  know  how  to  an 
swer,"  said  Fiormonda,  smiling :  **  hi 
name,  sir,  I  believe,  -is  Zevahir ;  h 
was  a  playmate,  a  friend  of  mine,  i 
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^oy;  and  yet,  under  his  fair  locks,  it 
^Siy  be  truly  said,  *  Sotio  blonde  capei 
^cnuta  mentej    for  he  had  indeed  all 
the  wisdom  of  age.     He  was  not  a  na- 
tive of  our  country,  neither  do  I  think 
he  came  from  this  land,  unless  he  is 
from  the  Eldorado,  or  perchance  the 
tright  mountains  of  Calitamani.  There 
^8  no  silly  tale  that  is  not  told  of  him ; 
tut  for  himself,  he  never  spoke  to  me 
^f  his  parents  or  his  country;  and," 
continued  she,  with  a  sigh,  "  of  what 
%tter  from  whence  he  came  ?  Tiiis  I 
*^now,  at  least,  that  he  was  all  good- 
^Gss,  ay,  all  gentleness  and  goodness  j 
*^lit  he  is  lost  to  me,  and  I  only  named 
'^im   because   I   thought  him   a  real 
Mnend.     Condulmar  hates  me   to   re- 
member him ;  calls  him  a  foolish  boy, 
^nd  affects  to  be  jealous  of  him,  as  if 
^^e  so  young  could  have  inspired  me 
\vith r 


32  ADA  REIS. 

"  With  what?"  said  the  viceroy, 
seeing  the  deep  blush  which  now  again 
overspread  her  cheeks.  "  With  love, 
were  you  going  to  say  ?  Has  that  young 
bosom  then  already  felt  those  danger- 
ous fires  ?  Is  it  possible  ?  Alas !  I  see  by 
your  hesitation  at  the  very  name,  that 
I  am  not  wrong  in  my  presumption." 

A  sigh  was  Fiormonda's  answer. 

At  this  moment  the  Duke  of  Monte- 
vallos  appoached  them.  "  Alphonso," 
said  the  viceroy,  "  will  you  accompany 
us  ?"  Pale,  trembling,  deeply  moved, 
he  hesitated  for  a  moment,  then  placed 
himself  on  the  other  side  of  Fiormonda, 
who,  on  her  part,  drew  her  veil  more 
completely  over  her  countenance,  and 
turned  away  her  head  from  the  ardent 
gaze  which  she  was  conscious  he  was 
fixing  upon  her. 

Love,  though  strong  in  itself,  re- 
ceives a  great  accession  of  strength 
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from  perceiving  the  admiration  paid 
by  others  to  its  object.  It  becomes  at 
Once  confident  in  the  justice  of  its 
cboice,  and  alarmed  for  the  success  of 
its  suit }  it  feels  itself  sanctioned  by 
Sample,  and  stimulated  by  rivalry. 

Such  were  at  this  moment  the  feel- 
ings of  Alphonso.     The  sight  of  Fior- 
monda  leaning   upon  Don  Joseph's 
arm,  and  the  general  devotion  paid 
by  all  who  beheld  her,  so  inflamed 
his  soul,  so  vehemently  excited  a  dis- 
position naturally  impetuous,  that  he 
could  no  longer  conceal  or  suppress  his 
passion.     "  Of  what  avail  is  it  to  me," 
he  said,  *'  that  I  am  allied  to  kings  and 
princes,  if  this  malady  consume  me  ?  I 
love,  I  worship  this  beautiful  girl.  The 
earth  contains  no  other  like  to  her: 
the  young  and  the  great  surround  and 
kneel  to  her,  whilst  I  keep  aloof,  and 
by  this  means  shall  lose  her.     She 

VOL.  ir.  D 
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knows  not,  as  yet,  the  world ;  her  inr- 
experience  may  be  misled;  she  may 
believe  others  to  be  as  great  as  mjself» 
because  more  rich.     See  at  this  mo- 
ment what  crowds  are  gazing  upon 
her."     A  circle,  in  truth,  was  formed 
around  Fiormonda ;  it  was  the  first  time 
she  had  been  seen  unveiled.     **  I  will 
open  my  heart  to  her  father  on  the  in- 
stant," continued  the  young  Duke,  as 
he   stood  at  some  distance,  intently 
watching  her :  "in  the  title  of  Duchess 
de  Monte vallos  the  merchant  s  daughter 
will  be  lost,  and  the  unrivalled  Fior- 
monda be  my  own." 

No  sooner  had  he  formed  this  de- 
termination, than,  impatient  at  the 
Icngtli  of  the  show,  and  still  more  at 
the  increasing  admiration  bestowed 
upon  Fiormonda,  he  called  the  Mar- 
quis de  Santa  Spina  apart :  the  latter 
heard  his  intention  with  the   utmost 
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^1  wprise;  insisted  that  he  should  con- 
mlt  the  viceroy;   and  upon   his  de- 
aorriiig,  himself  communicated  the 
secret  to  Don  Joseph.     They  could 
by  fioimeansb^ve  him  to  be  so  mad, 
iirhii  .y4Mith,rr^is  distance  from  his 
ftjcndtj-^the  relation  in  which  he  stood 
teethe,  ooucty  were  all  reasons  why  thisi 
]HDacipitate?8tep  should  be  suspended ; 
Imt^  !i«ia  they  reasoned.  Montevallos 
laoked.  again^  upon  Eiormonda,  and 
WMild hearaf no  prudential  delay.    He 
gazed  with  "fatal  passion  upon  the  too- 
conscious  lady,  and  remounting  his 
horse,  galloped  rashly  off,  to  lay  him- 
self his  dukedom,  and  all  he  possessed, 
atthe  feet  of  Ada  Reis. 
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CHAPTER  Iir. 

Ada  Reis  was  seated,  according  to^ 
the  custom  of  his  country,  upon  a  smatt 
flat  cushion,  laid  upon  a  Turkish  car- 
pet ;  a  scarf  of  the  finest  cachemire  half 
concealed  his  resplendent  dress.     His 
turban  was  of  cloth  of  gold,  having  an 
heron  wrought  upon  it  j  the  foot  of  the 
bird  was  worked  in  diamonds ;  a  collar 
of  large  pearls  hung  about  his  neck ; 
sherbet,  and  a  Persian  apparatus  for 
smoking,  were  upon  a  marble  slab  near 
him,  whilst  slaves,  in  magnificent  attire, 
were  standing  with  their  hands  folded 
before  them   at  the  entrance  of  the 
apartment.      He     appeared     lost    in 
thought,  and  there  was  a  gloom  upon 
his  countenance,  which  repressed  fa- 
miliar intercourse.     The  Duke,  young 
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and  inexperienced,  liesitated  as  he  ap. 
proached;  at  length  lie  broke  silence. 
He  hoped,  he  said,  his  intrusion  would 
i>e  forgiven ;  he  had  much  to  commu- 
nicate.   Ada  Reis  rose,  and  laying  his 
hand  upon   his  bosom,  with  eastern 
courtesy  saluted  him,  and  bade  him 
ipeak  without    reserve.      The   Duke 
hastened  to  explain  himself  at  once. 
He  expressed  his  love,  and  declared 
his  intentions ;  he  then  adverted,  al- 
though with  some  timidity,  to  his  rank ; 
but  said  that  the  consciousness  of  it  was 
only  precious  to  him,  inasmuch  as  it 
might  render  the  offer  of  his  hand  more 
acceptable  to  the  father  of  Piormonda. 
He  paused,  and   in  anxious   silence 
awaited  the  answer. 

How  great  was  his  surprise,  when 
for  that  answer,  the  words,  "  My 
daughter  is  highly  honoured ;  but  I 
.aspire  to  a  greater  match  for  her,''* 


38  ADA  REIS. 

vtere  trinqtiilly  pronounced* .  -  •  His  in« 
digriattion  was  so  g^gat^'that^it-fose  to 
absollite  fury  5-^eath,  de8tr4k5tidli,  re- 
viSiige  l-^ihsbleW,  low-born 'merchant ! 
a  tofrent  of  abudie  rifshed  from  the  in- 
coherent idtid  dffetided  dliitOr,  but  in 
vain. 

Ada  Reis  listefnedtd  his'^^e  with  an 
Utttfoticerri  as  cabiii'aiSj/ he  had 'before 
listened  tofhis  profebsioiis' j  thBn^:with  a 
smile,  riesumed  his  pipe,  nor  vduishi^fed 
him  any  further  reply.  Stung 'to  the 
quick  by  this  neglect,  the  Diike  was 
hiirrying  out  of  the  apartment }  when 
Ada' Reis  following  him  ceremoniously 
to  the  entrance,  requested  the  hdnbur  of 
Ms'presenceatan  <mtdrtainmenthe  was 
about  to  propose  to  the  vicerdjr  upon 
the  ■  day  of  Fiormbnda's  presentation ; 
arid  assured  him  that  if  he  felt  himself 
hurt  at  the  honour  of  his  alliance  hav- 
ing been  declined,  he  might  console 
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liimsfl^  with  t^e  informati^^^  that  he 
was  about  the  hundredth  of  those  who 
I)^  i^bready  .been  obliged  to  submit  to 
a  similar  mortification. 
'  ;^.Bttt?/iHifc  a '  prince/V  replied  the 

;  *vAy,  iSlr/V  said  Ada  Reis,  gasco- 
nadtng^ik^vlittley. and  concealing  some- 
what of  the  truth,  *f  the  Bey  of  Tri- 
fnAy  l^mB^f^  the'  son  (](f  the  Pacha.'' 
riiittiThe  Btfjri!'  i  rejoined  Montevallos; 
f  beavei)^  powers  i  to  name  him  even ! 
•—a  Moor;  a  Mussulman!  Why,  the 
aUiabce  of  the  Pacha  is  not  to  be  com- 
{Mfred  with  toine!  No  wonder  that  Fior- 
QIQttda  disdained  to  add  herself  another 
sJAve  to  i:  his  harem.     But  to  refuse 


.  .j; 


^^«  Of  this,"  said  Ada  Eeis,  "  I  pre- 
s^me^the  young  la^y  is  innocent;  I 
«jQlie,,t;herefore,am  guilty/^ 
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"  To  what,  then,  do  you  aspire  for     p 
her?" 

"  I  deem  her  worthy  of  an  imperial 
crown." 

**  So  do  I,  Heaven  be  my  witness !" 
said  Montevallos ;    **  and  were  I  pos- 
sessed of  an  empire,  I  would  share  it 
with  her  on  the  instant.  But  why  await 
for  impossibilities  ?* 

"  It  is  enough,"  said  Ada  Reis ;  "you 
have  my  answer.  Bear  it  like  a  Chris- 
tian," he  added  with  a  sneer,  "  and  I 
will  not  betray  your  secret." 

The  Duke  had  now  recovered  him- 
self, and  perhaps  still  cherishing  hope 
that  neither  Fiormonda  nor  her  father 
would  ultimately  prove  inexorable,  ac- 
quiesced for  the  present  in  the  advice 
given  to  him ;  and  Ada  Reis,  taking 
down  from  its  place  a  beautifully 
wrought  Turkish  scimitar,  requested 
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that  t!ie  Duke  would  accept  it  as  a 
token  of  good-will  and  reconciliation: 
"  And  if  she  whom  you  must  not  pos- 
sess," he  continued,  '*  should  ever  be 
in  danger,  draw  thou  this  weapon,  the 
gift  of  the  father,  in  defence  of  the 
daughter." 

"  I  will,"  said  Montevallos  witli  en- 
thusiasm. *'  Pardon  the  offence  I  have 
given  you ;  I  am  not  yet  twenty  years 
rf  age — I  have  been  taught  ever  to 
tonsider  myself,  save  my  sovereign  and 
my  own  kinsmen,  as  the  greatest  per- 
sonage in  the  world.  The  presumption 
of  pride  and  passion  have  led  me  to  ad- 
dress to  you  language  such  as  none  of 
high  parentage  and  courteous  manners 
should  ever  use — forgive  me.  You 
know  not  what  it  is  to  love  as  I  do." 
'  "  Not  know  it,  young  enthusiast — 
not  know  it!"  said  Ada  Reis,  and  he 
laughed  aloud.    "  I  too  have  permitted 
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my  eyes  to  wander ;  I  too  have  given 
myself  up  to  the  dominion  of  passion ; 
I  too  have  made  an  idol  of  that  which 

■ 

is  but  dust — beauty  has  misled  arid  be- 
trayed me,  as  it  has  done  others ;  l)ut 
with  this  difference,  my  heart  felt  with 
more  desperate  force,  my  feelings  were 
stronger,  mypowergreater.-^Not  love! 
Ye  gods !  may  you  never  feel  what  1 
have  felt.  I  have  been  the  greatest 
slave  that  love  has  ever  made.  iMon- 
tevallos,  believe  mci  no  CastiliaBi  blood 
ever  flowed  with  more  fervid  violence 
around  a  heart  than  mine;  but, where 
the  feelings  are  deep  and  strong,  they 
give  not  utterance  often  to  their  mag- 
nitude by  words  and  outward  gestures. 
Neither  can  the  contumelies  you  have 
not  disdained  to  use  affect  one  like  me : 
for  the  sneer  of  ridicule,  and  the  grin 
of  folly,  I. can  return  a  bitterer  and 
more  deadly  jest:  to  the  clamour  of 


\ 
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UiemuUitudt;,  and  tiii;  erroneous  judg- 
ment of  the  world,  supreme  contempt 
and  real  indltiereuce  is  luy  uiiswer. 
At  pussioD,  outrage,  aud  the  petty 
wrongs  which  make  common  men  mad, 
I  smile:  but  arouse  me— injure  those 
i  love — awaken  the  sleeping  lion — 
and  dread  Ada  Keis  as  a  fiend,  at 
once  above  and  below  mankind.  Dread 
him  who  dreads  nothing,  who  acknow- 
ledges no  superior,  no  law,  no  master  } 
who  hopes  for  nothing  in  life,  and  fears- 
nothing  beyond  it ;  to  whom  pain  is  as: 
a  scratch,  existence  but  a  dream,  and 
dmlh  the  terminfttioa .  of  all .  thing?  t 
BcetjO)V';jfour  {xroffesMfNieiand  r^rete*. 
jfflWicontunjelies  .aad  .aJwifle,,  on  such. 
aftseekitheoB^  or  feaRfche  other :.  Ad* 
Bfiis  thinks  of,  his  fellow-men  ^3  the 
l^tatbftit  thinfc9:0f  theilyibes  whp.inha- 
tet  mth.  him  the  depths  of  th^  ocean !" 
,^  A»he  said  this,  his  muscular  form. 
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became  convulsed;  his  eyes  kindled 
and    rolled    with    anger;     his  teeth 
clenched  within  each  other,  and  he 
exhibited  to  the  young  Duke  the  dis- 
gusting and  appalling  picture  of  un- 
controlled passion. 

The  Duke  retired;  but  encountered, 
as  he  quitted  Ada  Reis'  palace,  the 
object  of  his  entire  devotion ;  for  whilst 
this  interview  had  been  taking  place 
between  himself  and  Ada  Reis,  the 
viceroy,  proud  of  his  charge,  and  eager 
to  show  every  possible  attention  to 
her  father,  resolved  to  accompany 
Fiormonda  home  himself*,  and  to  ask 
forgiveness  in  person  for  having,  con- 
trary to  the  orders  of  her  governess, 
ventured  to  conduct  her  into  the  gay 
and  fair  assemblage  which  she  had 
been  so  anxious  to  behold.  Fiormonda, 
animated,  but  no  way  flattered,  by  the 
encomiums  she  had  heard  on  all  sides. 
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ided  to   the  grace  and  dignity  of 
Mtern  reception  somewliat  of  the  case 
I  jnd  freedom  of  manner  which  cliarac- 
'  terizes  tlie  European  courts.     Hu|ipy 
'  the  was  and  proud — too  proud  to  be 
rendered  vain.     With  the  Marquis  de 
Santa  Spina  and  the  viceroy  she  con- 
versed easily,  and  her  conversation  was 
full  of  spirit,  and  even  of  good-hu- 
moured   raillery.     When    Condulmar 
addressed  her,  she  was  reserved,  em- 
barrassed, and  almost  affected.     Thus 
they  proceeded,  Shaffbu  Paca  following 
after,  fatigued  and  angry,  and  keeping 
up,    in    a  low  voice,  a  never-ceasing 
murmur  of  complaint  at  her  pupil's 
disobedience  and  apparent  disregard 
of  her  father's  displeasure. 

As  soon  as  they  arrived  in  the  pre- 
sence of  Ada  Reis,  the  gouvernante 
commenced  an  harangue  which  she 
had  been  preparing  j  when  a  glance  of 
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his  eye  at  once  imposed  silence  upon 
her.  He  received  the  viceroy -with  the 
most  marked  respect,  and  was  evi- 
dently flattered  by  his  condescension 
in  paying  him  this  unexpected  visili; 
he  conversed  with  him  on  many  sub- 
jects, and  before  he  withdrew  respect- 
fully entreated  that  he  would  honoar 
his  dwelling  in  a  few  evenings  with  his 
prei^erice.  The  viceroy  accepted  the 
invitation,  and  with  a  look  of  admira- 
tion cast  upon  Fiormonda,  took  leare 
of  her  and  of  her  father ;  and  thus  the 
visit  which  had  begun  with  some  awk- 
wardness and  apprehension,  terminated 
with  general  ease  and  satisfaction. 

"  Fiormonda,*'  said  Ada  Reis,  when 
the  viceroy  had  retired,  "  I  have  been 
thinking,  child,  that  it  is  time  to  pre- 
sent thee  to  the  world  and  marry  thee, 
as  thy  years  are  many;  and  the  ac- 
complishment of  a  wizard's  prophecy 
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meilf»  t^  loog  deferred^  Blanch^  the 
fair  Brincess  of  Ildebar,  of  whom  all  the 
^ftmfie^  were  last  season  enamoured, 
iti|liy<  $eBior  alone  by  two  years — thou 
mki  number  tiiy  eighteenth  year  in  a 
JSbir  incHitbs :  I  must  not  let  the  flower 
*wiUier;^pon  its  stem,  to  be  devoured 
try  the  caterpillars  that  seek  to  destroy 
it^  Appear^  fair  child^  in  all  thy  splen- 
^iHir  and  beauty;  accept  the  hand 
i^Jum  who  is  the  highest ;  and  when 
l:hiave  seen  thee  rendered  great,  I  shall 
perchance  depart, — for  a  restless  spirit 
torments  me.  What  is  grandeur  ?  what 
are  honours  ?  what  are  riches,  if  the 
mitid  remain  idle  and  unemployed?*^ 
Then,  addressing  his  discourse  to  his 
attendants,  he  commanded,  that  upon 
the  first  day  of  the  ensuing  week,  a 
magnificent  entertainment  might  be 
given,  for  the  double  purpose  of  show* 
ing  honour  to  the  new  viceroy,  and 
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presenting  Fiormonda  to  an  astonished 
and  admiring  worid. 

These  commands  were  promptly 
obeyed.  The  arrangements  for  the 
entertainment  were  of  such  extent  as  to 
employ  many  hundred  workmen.  Con- 
dulmar  undertook  the  whole  manage- 
ment and  direction;  all  that  apper* 
tained  to  arrangement,  taste,  ornament, 
beauty,  comfort,  he  fully  understood ; 
and  Fiormonda,  assisting  him  with  de- 
signs and  hints,  thus  obtained  a  pretext 
for  passing  hour  after  hour  in  the  so- 
ciety of  her  lover. 

Display  and  ostentation  are  generally 
delightful  to  the  female  mind.  The 
poet  Virgil  tells  us,  that  Camilla,  in 
the  midst  of  the  action,  was  suddenly 
and  deeply  attracted  by  the  armour  of 
an  adversary.  Fiormonda  was  not  in- 
diflFerent  to  the  magnificence  which  sur- 
rounded  her.    To  her  was  now  arrived 
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that  term  of  lid-  wliich  excites  in  the 
,  bosoms  of  the  young  the  liveliest  feel- 
ings of  interest  and  pleasure.  She  waS 
now  to  see  that  world  she  liatl  so  long 
looked  forward  to  and  anticipated:  she 
was  now  to  be  free  from  the  tyranny  of 
Shaffbu  Paca,  to  go  wliera  others  g(j, 
and  enjoy  the  society  of  those,  of  whose 
wit,  talents,  beauty,  and  rank,  she  liad 
heard  so  much.' 

Conduhiiar  painted  in  glowing  co- 
lours the  delights  of  liberty,  the  enjoy- 
ments of  the  world,  the  various  amuse- 
ment of  company.  Her  hopes  were 
raised,  her  mind  perturbed  by  his  de- 
scriptions ;  but  his  discourse  sunk  still 
more  deeply  into  her  soul,  when  he 
assured  her,  that  by  the  side  of  others, 
that  even  amidst  all  the  beauty  of  Lima* 
that  even  by  the  as  yet  unparalleled 
Princess  of  Ildebar,  she  would  still  be 
the  most  lovely  in  his  eyes,  and  the  drst 
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in  his  affections.    She  heard  him  witt^ 
pleasure;  but  she  loved,  and  there*' 
fore  doubted.     This  her  apprehensive 
doubt,  her  strong  solicitude,  her  desire 
of  pleasing  him  alone,  and  fear  of 
losing  him ;  these  feelings,  which  in 
the  vain  eyes  of  men  communicate  an 
interest  even  to  ordinary  features,  gave 
to  Fiormonda  a  loveliness  and  fascina- 
tion the  most  seductive-and  irresistible. 


\ 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

At  length  the  night  of  the  enter- 
tainment arrived,  and  exceeded  all  that 
even  expectation  had  imagined.     The 
carpets  were  of  gold  tissue ;  emeralds, 
amethysts,  and  rubies  adorned  the  can- 
delabras;  the  service  for  the  banquet 
was,  without  intermixture,  of  highly- 
wrought   gold.     Yet,  amidst   objects 
so  costly  and  brilliant,  no  eye  could 
look  on  any  thing  but  the  daughter  of 
Ada  Reis.     The  beautiful  women  of 
Lima,  who  valued  themselves  on  their 
rich  brocades,  short  full  petticoats,  and 
little   feet  adorned    with   diamonds  ^ 
were  outshone  by  the  more   simply- 
attired  Fiormonda,  whose  ringlets,  ac- 
cording to  their  mode,  falling  grace- 
fully behind  the  ear,  were  fastened  by 

£  2 
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a  gold  pin,  called  the  polyzone,  adorn- 
ed with  a  diamond  aigrette  at  each  end. 
Her  rosary  was  of  pearls ;  her  dress 
was  somewhat  longer  than  that  worn 
by  the  other  ladies,  and  of  it  the  girdle 
alone  was  remarkable  for  its  splendour; 
the  stones  which  composed  it  appeared 
to  be  rubies,  and  cast  an  almost  super** 
natural  light :  they  wete,  alas !  the  gift 
of  Kabkarra !    Vanity  could  not  rei^ist 
the  display  on  such  an  occasion,  and 
Condulmar*s  piercing  and  jealous  eyes 
had  not  apparently  as  yet  detected 
them. 

Fiormonda,  perfect  in  loveliness, 
seemed  already  to  set  some  little  value 
upon  the  admiration  of  the  men,  and 
the  envious  observation  of  the  women, 
to  whom  she  was  now  for  the  first  time 
presented.  Yet  she  demeaned  herself 
with  a  modesty,  reserve^  and  dignity, 
which  added  to  her  attractions.     liter 
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}mmial  jduurms  were  heightened  by 
those  ^lier  nund^—inviting  love,  but 
cooMimadiiig  reepect.    The  delight  of 
W  converaation  was  beyond  common 
piaise  i  her.  ideas  were  all  original,  na- 
tural, and  just;  her  expressions  the 
puretty  and  her  manners  the  most  art- 
lanit  and  innoo^itly  pla3rful.    Such  was 
die  the  firstidme  she  was  publicly  seen 
at  Irima,  and  introduced  into  a  world  of 
gtle<y^  which  had  appeared  to  her,  in 
its  distant  prospect,  replete  with  amuse- 
ment and  happiness. 

With  Fiormonda  the  Duke  of  Mon- 
tevallos  opened  the  ball ;  to  her  alone 
every  honour  was  paid.  The  viceroy 
seized  every  opportunity  of  addressing 
himself  exclusively  to  her,  and  Mon- 
tevallos  gazed  till  his  eyes  beheld 
-sciarcely  any  thing  beside :  the  gay 
«cene  appeared  to  vanish  from  before 
him;  his  brain  turned,  and  feverish 


ttaidhe,  endeaimiiiiiipttfaBDaatelKr 
imncMf:  thougiits,  ^^m^bB^mmfHum  ym 
iuive  gnuted  liie  emtmd  foimflfi^  «( 
thut  unuie  ?  I  dMenoi  iiB  Raaiiiaiile 
lutf  bin  JsaMypmet^ioBh^wMbisS^^^ 
I^Mkce,  ibe  &vt  time  I  laid  lie  InHHir 
4jf'  ImholAing  inm  Jt  die  dmtre  at 
Odlho — I  would  I  were  ISst  loBiy  in 
tile  bopa  that  yoa  wouldgKUt  me  also 
«KMne  little  ihare  of  your  attortaon  !'* 

Hormotida'g  c)ie^  became  of  a 
deeprud;  the  colour  quickly  extended 
to  iusr  throbbing  bosom.  In  early  jouth, 
tiotbing  is  so  beautiful  as  a  blush,  that 
(|uick  transition  of  colour,  and  the 
c'lmn|{a  of  countenance  which  accom- 
{mniuN  it. 

Atidngth,  recovering  herself,  "  He 
!«,*•  shu  Hiiidi  •«  a  stranger  here }  some 
say  he  is  an  Italian,  one  of  my  own 
iHHUitry :   but  1  believe  his  history  is 


iQbiitaito  in^rrfatbcr ;  he  xMune  to  lima 
idUptisqr  iiis^BSsd  wu  woeeked  at  sea, 
a|chto  was  Aved  by  ouraf  o^Hui  birth 
iad  parentage,  I  am  m  truth  ignorant." 
^(i^iAud.j^U  hvelj  lady/'  said  the 
Aoemyt^^  you  seem  to  me  ta  \jfke  no 
MiMBKHiiHterest  in  (his  stranger's  weL> 
f  iuce^ti youc  eyes  have  foHowed  him  the 
liJKrie  «f^.  this  eveping ;  Vhen  he  spoke 
fMtt  nowitdtbeiPrincess^  you  trembled 
bad  Qhaaged:  colour,  aafl  your  present 
oonfaskoiishofiKssmidiplamiyithat  he  is 
iufiiodij9erentt6*you/^  ii  i 
"  f  <A  ndeep  sigh  \  from  Fibnmonda  was 
hA  only  answer,  while  iher  ^es,  bent 
^awAwards,  again  testified  extreme 
embarrassment.  Her  silence  and  her 
manner  naturally  incredi^Don  Jo- 
seph's curiosity,  and  he  instantly  began 
ta  make  inquiries  of  ^U  respecting 
Condulmar. 

How  strange  it  seemed  to  him^  that 
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no  one  could  gratify  his  curiosity! 
Great  personages  cannot  bear  to  be 
thwarted;  and  princes  and  viceroys 
are  at  all  times  over-curious :  they  ask 
fifty  questions  in  a  breath,    without 
waiting  for  an  answer.     In  this  case  it 
was  different ;  the  questions  were  asked, 
but  the  viceroy  waited  in  vain.     In  the 
mean  time,   the   object  of  so  many 
inquiries   stood  abstracted  from   the 
throng,  leaning  against  a  pillar,  and 
gazing  with  a  wild  and  anxious  eye 
upon  the  Princess  of  Udebar.  The  vice- 
roy  observed  him  narrowly  j    various 
emotions  seemed  to  be  passing  in  his 
mind.  At  one  time  his  eye  brightened  j 
at    another    he    smiled;    at    another 
frowned :  his  manner  excited  surprise, 
and  commanded  an  attention  not  en- 
tirely unmixed  with  awe  and  terror. 

Ada  Reis  performed  the  honours  of 
the  feast  with  princely  dignity.     The 
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entertainment  concluded  with  a  superb 
banquet,  and  during  the  repast  the 
strain  of  music,  and  the  voice  of  the 
singer,  sounded  full,  and  yet  softened 
in  the  distance.  There  was  a  young 
Italian  singer,  in  particular,  whose  voice 
was  the  theme  of  general  commenda- 
tion, to  the  annoyance  of  Fiormonda. 
Condulmar  hung  over  her  whilst  she 
sung,  and  seemed  more  than  others 
delighted.  Nirza  returned  the  glance 
of  admiration.  Fiormonda  felt  the  first 
pang  of  jealousy  at  that  moment. 

"  Are  you  happy?"  said  an  old  man 
with  a  long  beard,  addressing  Ada 
Reis  as  he  passed  from  one  of  the 
tables  to  another  in  order  to  pay  a 
fitting  attention  to  all  his  guests.  "Are 
you  happy?"  said  the  old  man,  in  an 
abrupt  tone  of  voice,  and  in  a  foreign 
tongue.  Ada  Reis  inclined  his  head, 
with  his  hand  upon  his  heart.     "  Be- 
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ware,  then/'  said  the  old  man^  ^^  bewaie 
of  yon  cloud !''  and  as  he  spoke,  he 
raiised  his  eye  towards  the  heavens  with 
an  expression  of  prophetic  fear. 

Ada  Reis,  who  saw  nothing  but  his 
painted  ceiling,  and  the  hundred  light- 
ed tapers,  made  sign  of  inquiry  as  to 
his  meaning.  *^  Beware,-'  repeated 
the  old  man,  ^^  of  the  approaching  ruin>! 
Upon  the  28th  of  October,  at  half  an 
hour  after  ten  at  night,  five  hours 
and  three-quarters  before  the  full  of 
the  moon,  thy  signal  crimes -shsdl  meet 
with  their  recompense,  and  the  deed 
that  thou  didst  in  the  far  distant  desert 
shall  be  revenged !" 

Ada  Reis  started :  he  thought,  now, 
he  recognised  in  the  stranger  the  mer- 
chant Muley  Hadgi,  long  since,  as  he 
had  good  cause  to  know,  dead;  but 
the  diflFerent  habit  could  not  disguise 
those  grim  features  he  had  too  just 
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cause  to  fear.  He  shuddered,  and 
pressed  his  hand  to  his  head;  the  word 
Kabkarra  was  distinctly  heard*,  and  a 
laugh  rose,  hollow  and  triumphant, 
none  knew  from  whence,  no  one  could 
ssy  from  whom  y  but  all  eyes  were  turned 
upon  the  master  of  the  feasts  who  in 
vmn  attempted  to  recover  himself^  and 
i^pear  as  before.  At  lengtiii,  Inaking 
apoiogies  for  his  sudden  indispositioni^ 
ke  retired,  and  the  aitiusemetits  of  the 
erening  concluded  with  something  o£ 
disorder  and  precipitation; 
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CHAPTER  V. 

The  ensuing  day  Ada  Reis  sent,  at 
an  early  hour,  for  Condulman  When 
he  came,  he  told  him  that  he  was  ill  in 
body,  and  miserable  in  mind;  that, 
without  being  superstitious,  he  was 
subject  to  the  weaknesses  of  human 
nature;  that  either  sudden  madness 
had  fallen  upon  him,  or  he  was  pursued 
by  an  avenging  spirit.  If  either  were 
the  case,  what  was  to  become  of  Fior- 
monda  ?  He  spoke  with  an  inquiring 
look,  as  if  to  penetrate  Condulmar's 
intentions;  but  he  noticed  only  the 
former  part  of  his  discourse,  and  ex- 
pressed surprise  at  his  terrors  ;  saying, 
they  were  the  effect  of  mere  indisposi- 
tion, and  would  pass  away  with  the 
momentary  disorder.      Ada  Reis  re- 
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plied,  with  impatience,  that  it  was  not 
momentary,  and  regretted  in  bitter 
terms,  that  he  had  so  abruptly  rejected 
the  ofier  of  the  Duke  of  Montevallos. 
^  Death,''  he  said,  "  is  striking  at  my 
heart ;  I  know  it  by  the  single  beat  of 
that  heart,  and  the  sudden  stop  of  the 
pulse ;  and  what  is  to  become  of  my 
child  ?  Even  now,'*  he  said,  grasping 
Condulmar  by  the  hand,  *^  now  that  I 
gaze  on  you,  methinks  your  eye  glares 
like  fire,  and  I  see  before  me  a  fiend, 
not  a  man.  Recall  Alphonso;  he  shall 
marry  my  daughter." 

**  A  favouring  look  soon  recalls  a 
lover,**  said  Condulmar,  scornfully; 
'^  and  the  impassioned  Duke  is  too 
deeply  enamoured  to  despond.** 

Ada  Reis  heaved  a  sigh,  and  was 
silent;  and  Condulmar  seemed  little 
inclined  to  continue  the  conversation. 

As  the  day  advanced  the  viceroy  and 
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many  of  the  nobles  waited  upon  Ada 
Reis,  to  inquire  after  his  health.  Fior- 
monda  wished  not  to  receive  them ;  yet 
so  many  compliments  and  professions 
had  been  made  to  her  on  the  preceding 
evening,  and  so  much  interest  express- 
ed, that  she  could  hardly  decline  re- 
turning this  courtesy  by  a  moment's 
interview :  with  her  father's  illustrious 
guests.  Gondulmar  encouraged  her  to 
admit  them ;  and  it  appeared  9omewhat 
strange  to  her,  who  liked  not  her  lover 
to  look  at  or  to  speak  to  any  other  wo- 
man than  herself,  that  he  was  so  little 
jealous  and  apprehensive,  and  per- 
mitted every  one  to  approach  hqr ;  he 
seemed  even  to  assist  and  encourage 
the  hopes  of  the  proud  Marquis  de 
Santa  Spina,  and  the  Duke  of  Monte- 
vaUos ;  and  yet,  witha  malicious  smile, 
he  whispered  in  her  ear  that  he  knew 
those  hopes  would  be    disappointed. 
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Was  his  real  love  ?  Alas !  it  bore  none 
of  the  beautiful  features  of  that  holy 
passion.    Love  for  the  young  and  the 
innocent  is  pure  as  youth  and  innocence 
themselves.    It  delights  to  strengthen 
and  cherish  virtue,  and  is  ever  anxious, 
that  even  its  most  ardent  desires  should 
be  sanctioned  and  purified  by  the  sa- 
credness  of  religion :   but  Condulmar 
was  continually  scoffing  at  constancy, 
and  deriding  marriage :  andFiormouda, 
while  she  had  suip^red  him  to  establish 
an  irresistible  dominion  over  her  heart, 
had  too  much  sense  not  to  feel,  that 
him,  whom  it  was  now  impossible  that 
she  should  not  love,  it  was  impossible 
that  she  should  esteem.    To  beauty  has 
been  given,  by  nature,  a  fatal  ascendant 
over  man  and  over  woman.    Condul- 
mar  was  more  than  beautiful:  every 
feeling,  every  passion  of  his  soul  ani- 
mated and  spoke  in  his  countenance ;  a 
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depth  o£  thought,  apparently  the  most 
profound,  gave  at  times  an  external 
calm  and  repose  to  his  features ;  but  the 
quick  intelligence  of  his  eye  relighten- 
ed  in  a  moment  at  the  slightest  look  or 
word,  that  moved  the  quick  sensations 
within.     His  gifts  were  the  most  va- 
rious ;  his  language  the  most  impressive. 
He  could  touch  the  hardest  heart  and 
excite  the  coldest;  yet  when  he  had 
made  others  feel  the  deepest,  he  could, 
by  a  jest,  make  digpity  descend,  and 
gravity  forget  itself,  and  turn  at  once 
the  beautiful  and  solemn  into  the  ridi*- 
culous.     With  such  qualifications  he 
was  naturally  admired  and  sought  by 
all;   but  whilst  he  encouraged  their 
court,  and  was  evidently  gratified  by 
it,  he  had  the  dexterity  to  persuade 
Fiprmondathat,  asbefore  uponwinning, 
so  now  he  was  solely  intent  upon  fixing 
and  retaining  her  affections. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

How  often  is  love  described!  its  birth, 
growth,  decline,  and  death,  in  all  lan- 
guages, in  all  countries !  Authors  of 
both  sexes  seem  never  to  tire  of  de- 
Minting  upon  this  master  passion.  In 
the  MS«  there  follow  66Z  pages  of  ro- 
mantic love,  such  as  former  times  were 
enthusiastic  and  patient  enough  to  read. 
The  present  age,  though  as  liable  to 
tli6  affection,  is  somewhat  more  impa« 
ttent  of  common-place  dissertation  upon 
it;  So  many  lovers  sighed  round  Fior- 
mohda,  that  many  petty  adventures 
of  course  took  place :  sighs,  presents, 
moonlight  walks,  balls,  plays,  rides, 
Quarrels,  treacheries,  frowns,  jealousies, 
hopes,  follow  in  the  regukr  order ;  and 
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at  Tength,  upon  the  lover's  side,  neglect, 
inconstancy,  and  coldness. 

flormonda  yet,  notwithstanding, 
seemed  to  have  forgotten  every  thing 
on  earth  but  Condulmar.  Vain  was  her 
pride ;  vain  a  promised  diadem ;  vain 
the  distraction  of  Montevallos;  vain  the 
adoration  of  so  many  courtiers ;  vain 
the  flattery  of  the  viceroy:  weeks  and 
monthspassed,  to  appearance,  in  around 
of  amusement ;  but  really  in  the  in- 
dulgence of  violent  and  restless  passion. 
The  period  when  young  ladies  require 
the  greatest  carej  when  the  feelings 
are  the  strongest,  and  the  reason  the 
weakest,  when  they  are  exposed  at  once 
to  the  temptations  of  novelty  and  the 
ardour  of  solicitation ;  that  period  i* 
often  selected,  even  by  the  wisest  of 
parents,  for  removing  from  about  them 
those  who  have  hitherto  guarded  and 
restrained  them.  This  was  now  the  case 
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with  Flormonda.  Shaffou  Paca,  offend- 
ing Ada  Reis  one  evening  by  an  abrupt 
and  unsolicited  intrusion  upon  his  pre- 
sence, he  sent  her  back  to  Egypt;  but 
previous  to  her  departure^  she  boasted 
that  Hormonda  was  now  no  longer  in 
need  of  her  assistance;— that  her  son 
Kabkarra's  predictions  had  been  ful- 
filledy  and  that  before  long  he  would 
pay  her  an  unexpected  visit. 

Fiormonda  was  thus  left  entirely  to 
her  own  guidance.  Indeed,  Ada  Reis 
was  not  much  used  to  watch  over  the 
female  sex,  with  a  view  to  admonishing 
and  protecting  them ;  and  as  he  ad- 
vanced in  years,  began,  as  is  sometimes 
the  case,  to  feel  her  somewhat  of  a 
charge  and  burthen.  With  her  childish 
sprightliness  and  infantine  caresses,  her 
chief  chann  in  his  eyes  was  gone.  He 
was  engrossed  by  his  own  favourites, 
and  he  now  viewed  his  daughter  merely 
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as  a  means  of  gratifying  his  pride  and 
ambition.  His  love  for  low  society 
bad  never  left  him,  nor  slackened  in 
the  slightest  degree;  and  he  preferred 
dancers,  buffoons,  and  revellers,  to  vice- 
roys, state,  and  ceremony. 

The  Duke  of  Montevallos,  suffering 
^tinder  a  hopeless  passion,  and  despairing 
of  success,  resolved  to  quit  lim^  and 
fix  his  residence  in  the  mother  country. 
He  wished,  however,  to  make  one  more 
effort  to  recommend  himself  to  Fior- 
monda  before  he  bade  her  farewell  for 
ever.  For  this  purpose  he  asked  and 
obtained  a  last  interview.  He  spoke 
for  some  time  with  calmness,  but  at 
length  the  vehemence  of  his  love  broke 
forth,  and  in  a  tone  of  anguish  he  de- 
manded of  her — "Answer  me  but  this, 
this  one  question — Are  you  to  be  the 
wife  of  Condulmar?  Who  is  he?  Has 
he  any  right  over  you  ?   If  he  has,  it  is 
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wdH }  ;I  muBt  be  satisfied  j  but  if  hot, 
1^  me  save  you  before  it  be  too  late.*^ 

flormonda  hesitated. 
,  •*  You  know  not,'*^  he  said,   "  how 
cruelly  ihe  world  speaks  of  you — ^you 
are  not  happy?* 

.    ^^  None  can  be  happy,"  said  Fior- 
monda,  with  a  sigh,  '^  who  act  as  I  have 
4one/^ 
.    ^*  I  will  save  you»*' 

*^  My  name  must  never  be  united  to 
yours,''  she  replied ;  **  there  is  a  shade 
cast  over  it  would  mar  your  brightness. 
Gro  you  and  pursue  your  honourable 
career,  and  remember  these  words  from 
one  who  has  made  the  trial — ^happiness 
cannot  enter,  where  guilt  has  been  re- 
ceived/' 

"  Guilt,**  said  Montevallos,  throwing 
himself  at  her  feet,  "  can  never  have 
defiled  that  spotless  bosom." 
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Alas  !'*said  Flormonda»  mouitifully^ 
you  know  me  not:  you  judge  me  by 
the  semblance  it  has  pleased  Heaven 
to  endow  me  with}  you  judge  me,  too, 
by  the  wealth,  the  honours,  and  the 
pleasures  with  which  I  have  from  in- 
fancy been  surrounded;  but  you  can- 
not see  into  my  heart.' ' 

^'  And  if  I  could,'*  said  Alphonso^ 
**  what  should  I  read  there  but  ge- 
nerous feelings,  and  benevolence,  and 
kindness?'' 

Fiormonda's  tears  alone  answered 
the  duke's  vows  and  protestations. 

Compelled  to  leave  her,  he  forced 
himself  from  her  presence  in  the  utmost 
misery  and  perturbation.  "  She  is  scarce 
eighteen  years  of  age,"  he  said  to  him- 
self: "  even  if  seduced  from  duty,  there 
is  time  for  amendment.  Oh !  that  she 
were  a  Chiistian — that  she  would  kneel 
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land  repent !  But  that  atheist  her  father^ 
and  that  evil  genius  her  lover,  to  what 
ruin  may  they  not  lead  her !  If  it  be 
possiblei  I  will  save  her.  However 
misled  and  perverted  by  the  wicked- 
ness of  others^  could  I  but  gain  her 
consent,  I  would  espouse  her  on  the 
instant,  and  rescue  her  from  the  evil 
by  which  she  is  surrounded.  Who  can 
this  Condulmar  be?  What  can  give  him 
the  right  thus  to  destroy  with  impunity 
the  loveliest  of  human  beings?  Her  al- 
tered looks,  her  downcast  eyes,  her  em- 
barrassment, her  floods  of  tears,  all  too 
plainly  declare  the  base  and  cruel  ma- 
lignity of  his  conduct.  He  shall  cither 
openly  acknowledge  her  to  be  his  wife, 
or  decidedly  resign  her.  I  will  awaken 
her  father  to  caution ;  I  will  inform  him 
of  my  more  than  suspicions ;  I  will  win 
her  yet, — by  ardent  attachment  and 
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devotion:  yes,  I  will  win  her. — For 
young  as  she  is,  the  depravation  of  her 
lawless  and  artful  companion  cannot 
have  reached  the  purity  of  her  mind, 
or  degraded  and  corrupted  the  original 
nobleness  of  her  nature.** 
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CHAPTER  VIL 

FiOBMONDA  had  sufficient  cause  for 
the  bitter  tears  which  she  had  shed 
during  her  interview  with  thje  Duke  of 
Montevallos.  The  conduct  of  Con- 
dulmar  was  too  plain  to  allow  even  the 
most  devoted  love  to  deceive  itself  any 
longer.  Amidst  her  sorrow  and  re- 
morse,  she  had  no  longer  the  consola- 
tion of  believing,  that  she  was  preferred 
or  even  beloved  by  him.  The  beautiful 
singer,  who  had  lately  appeared,  of  the 
name  of  Nirza,  and  the  Princess  of  Ilde- 
bar,  a  lady  of  high  rank,  but  of  little  mo- 
raUty,  engrossed  all  his  time ;  and,  after 
the  manner  of  women,  lost  no  oppo'r- 
tunity  of  displaying  power,  and  of  sub- 
jecting Fiormonda  to  as  much  morti- 
fication as  possible.     There  is  no  man, 
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however  unfeeling  and  remorseless, 
who  does  not  fear  and  dislike  the  re- 
proaches of  a  woman  whom  he  has  in- 
jured. This  dread  made  Condulmar 
avoid  seeing  Fiormonda  alone  as  much 
as  possible.  In  public  he  still  paid  her 
attention;  such  attention  as  was  cal- 
culated and  intended  to  proclaim  his 
triumph  and  the  empire  which  he  had 
established  over  her.  His  conversa- 
tion, when  near  her,  was  in  the  most 
personal  and  scornful  tone  of  satire. 
"  Nothing,*'  he  would  say,  "  can  be 
more  fatiguing  than  a  permanent  at- 
tachment; a  beauty  or  an  heiress  are, 
either  of  them,  the  most  wearisome  of 
human  beings ;  they  are  never  content- 
ed or  satisfied :  bot  both  characters  in 
one  form  a  compound  that  is  utterly 
intolerable.  We  take  infinite  pains  to 
win  a  woman's  affections  exclusively  to 
ourselves,  but  when  they  are  gained  we 
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find  them  the  most  troublesome  posses- 
sion  with  which  a  man  can  be  encum- 
bered. When  one  of  whom  we  are 
enamoured  bestows  upon  another  aught 
t)f  preference,  we  are  apt  to  suppose  the 
sofiering  we  endure  the  greatest  that 
can  be  inflicted  upon  us ;  but  we  shall 
find  that  it  is  nothing  when  compared 
to  the  tedium  of  having  all  her  affections 
concentered  upon  ourselves/' 
.  This  sarcastic  levity  increased  rather 
than  diminished  the  infatuation  of 
Ilormonda.  She  sought  him  in  so- 
ciety,  as  she  could  rarely  find  the  op- 
portunity of  seeing  him  otherwise :  for 
his  sake  she  submitted  to  the  humilia- 
tion of  courting  those  with  whom  he 
associated;  and  the  continued  round 
of  company,  into  which  her  devotion 
to  Condulmar  led  her,  in  some  measure 
drove  and  banished  the  recollection  of 
her  miserable  situation  from  her  mind. 
Involved  in  the  pursuits  of  this  world. 
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she  thought  not  of  that  which  is  to 
come.  A  hurried  life,  though  not  happy 
in  itself,  suspends  and  postpones  the 
day  of  unhappiness.  The  pause  of 
quiet  that  succeeds  tiie  return  to  tran- 
quiUity  cdmes  attended  with  remorse 
and  sorrow.  The  hours  that  are  passed 
in  mourning  and  prayer  are  numbered, 
but  the  mind  takes  no  heed  of  time 
when  worldly  pleasures  are  varjdng 
every  scene,  and  worldly  interests  ab- 
sorb all  attention.  Fiormonda  sought 
without  in  a  crowd  of  adulators  for  that 
peace  of  mind  she  could  no  longer  find 
within. 

-  Early,  very  early  the  next  morning, 
after  her  interview  with  MontevaJlos, 
she  heard  beneath  her  window  the  step, 
as  she  believed,  of  Condulmar  return- 
ing  from  his  nightly  revels ;  she  arose 
m  haste,  and  opening  the  lattice  of  her 
apartment,  saw  the  Duke  of  Monteval- 
los,  who  called  to  her  in  a  tone  of  re- 
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proach  and  impatieiicei  and  urged  her 
to  speak  one  moment  with  him. 

Immediatdy  as  he  left  her,  he  had 
hastened  in  search  both  of  Ada  Reis 
«nd  Condulmar.    But  they  were  en- 
gaged in  those  pursuits  to  which  they 
Qow  devoted  the  whole  of  their  time ; 
and  lie  had  been  unable  to  meet  with 
ettiier  of  them.  At  lengthy  two  or  three 
hours  aftar  midnight^  he  had  entered 
the  coffee-room  where  the  youpg  men 
e£  fashion  were  wont  to  assemble,  in- 
stead of  returning  to  their  homes.   He 
heard  the  loud  laugh  of  revellers,  and 
found  Condulmar  at  that  hour  of  the 
morning  drinking  with  his  libertine  as- 
sociates.   The  subject  of  the  conversa- 
tion was  .  woman,  and,  one  by  one, 
every  fair  character  was  impeached  by 
the  profane  and  dissolute.    Princesses^ 
countesses,  merchants'  wives,  were  all 
mercilessly  branded  with  the  foubst 
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aspersions.  The  name  of  Fiormonda 
was  now  hesitatingly  pronounced  by 
the  captain  of  the  viceroy's  guard  j  with 
a  thousand  oaths  he  protested  he  be- 
lieved her  at  least  to  be  immaculate. 
Condulmar  laughed,  and,  to  the  hor- 
ror and  astonishment  of  Montevallos^ 
boldly  proclaimed  this  paragon  of  ex- 
cellence, this  pure,  cold,  and  chaste 
daughter  of  Ada  Reis,  this  spodess 
maiden,  who  had  refused  the  hand  of 
so  many  great  and  powerful  dukes  and 
princes,  to  be  his  mistress;  voluntarily 
and  almost  unsolicited  to  have  resigned 
herself  to  him,  and  to  be  more  the  ob- 
ject of  his  contempt  and  indifference 
than  of  his  love.  In  the  first  impulse 
of  his  wrath,  Montevallos  clapped  his 
hand  to  his  sword,  but  recollection  of 
the  exposure  to  which  any  rash  step 
upon  his  part  would  subject  Fiormonda, 
restrained  his  indignation,  and  he  with* 
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tlrew,  sensible  of  the  difficulty  of  his 
situation,  and  undetermined  how  to 
act ;  deeply  wounded  and  irritated,  but 
at  the  same  time  confounded  and  over- 
come. In  this  temper  of  mind  he 
hastened  on  until  he  found  himself  in 
the  open  square  near  the  viceroy's  pa- 
lace ;  his  servants  were  there  awaiting 
him.  He  dismissed  them,  and  walked 
beneath  the  windows  of  the  house  of 
Ada  Reis:  the  lattice  opened ;  he  heard 
Fiormonda's  voice. 

"  Condulmar/*  she  said,  "is  it  you?" 
"  No,  by  heavens !"  he  answered, "  it 
is  a  wretch,  a  madman !  and  if  you 
would  not  have  me  destroy  myself,  or 
expose  you  to  the  scorn  of  the  whole 
world,  see  me  for  one  moment." 

Fiormonda  looked  from  beneath  the 
veranda,  and  with  that  look  of  inno- 
cence seen  so  often  on  the  brow  of  child- 
hood, she  gazed  upon  him,  surprised 
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and  struck  with  the  vehemence  of  his 
agitation.  She  was  scarcely  dressed ; 
her  dark  blue  eyes,  with  their  black 
rims  and  jetty  fringe,  as  if  awakened 
by  the  hasty  step  of  one  she  expected, 
spoke  of  love»  it  is  true,  but  the  love  an 
infant  might  have  felt;  and  impurity 
vanished  from  every  thought  even  upon 
beholding  her:  her  dark  rich  locks  fell 
carelessly  upon  her  white  neck,  and 
her  still  whiter  robe,  clasped  in  front, 
which  showed  nor  art  nor  care ;  all  was 
simple  nature.  Yet  she  wore  bracelets 
adorned  with  jewels,  and  a  broach  made 
of  the  hair  of  Condulmar. 

"He  has  wronged  her,**  said  the 
duke,  gazing  upon  her.  "  I  will  tell 
her  what  the  traitor  has  dared  to  say : 
I  will  save  her  from  the  seducer's  grasp, 
and  bear  her  away  to  my  own  country 
as  my  bride.  She  is  innocent !  I  see 
it,  I  feel  it  J  for  purity  and  virtue  show 
themselves  in  every  look.** 
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flonnonda  now  descended  the  stairs^ 
opened  the  door  of  the  hous^i  and 
stepped  half  fearfully  towards  the  duke; . 
she  had  thrown  her  veil  over  her  bead 
and  &ce»  '^  I  am  doing  Wron^'^  she 
said;  *^  I  am  acting  an  imprudent |mcti- 
but  I  feel  'for  your  agitation ;  and  at 
this  hour  of.  the ;  molning  I ',  lUay  codv 
verse  with  youa  few  moments,  perhaps, 
without  ijQitemiption.'  What  mean  ymi 
by  those  hdririd v^scpressions?.  Why  do 
you.  appeAr  thds  movedf  and  why  looks 
yoiir.eye  00  tidld?.  Were  I  ri6jt  used  to 
Condulmar  in  these  modds^  you  would 
terrify  me#** 

*<  Do  not  name  himt  1 6ai^ur^  youlV' 
^4am  aware,^  saidFionnodda,  'Hbat 
you  luUe  him  on  account  of  his  onde 
great  attachment  forme;  but  did  I.in- 
deedpoasess  the  power  over  .your  affec- 
tions wlttch.you  say  I  do,  would  you 
not  at  .Diy  request,  and  for  iny  sake/ 

o2 
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have  learned  mtich,  I  thinki  amongst 
kings  and  courtiers." 

"  And  have  you  learned  nothing 
there,  madam  ?*• 

"I  know  not  what  you  mean." 

"  Happy  innocence  !*'  said  Alphonso, 
bitterly. : 

Fiormonda  made  a  motion  as  If  to 
depart ;  the  duke  seized  her  arm. 
"**  By  what  power  do  you  detain  me?'* 

"By  the  power  of  love,  wrought  up 
.to  madness/'  he  cried :  **by  the  feelings 
of  injured  love  and  desperation  !*' 

"  Will  you  harm  me  ?** 

"  Not  for  worlds  !** 

**  What  do  you  wish?*' 

"  To  save  you." 

"  It  is  too  late." 

**  Is  it  potolble  ?^Qh,  Fiormonda ! 
can  guilt  put  on  the  appearance  of  such 
innocence  ?  Can  early  youth  admit  of 
such  perversion  ?'* 
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•*  I  am  miserable !" 

"  How  long— oh !  how  long,  have 
you  been  the  prey  of  this  monster?" 

"  Call  him  not  so  harshly : — ^how 
long?— 'Too  long,  sir,  for  my  peace  of 
mind.*' 

*•  You  have  a  proud  spirit  :-r^oes  it 
riot  kindle  into  wrath  within  you,  when 
you  remember  how  he^has  repaid  you  ? 
You  weep:  do  you  not  hate  him  now?^ 

*^  It  ia  a  hard  task  to  leanl  to  hate, 
when  we  have  once  loved  too  well; 
but  I  own  that  I  feel  some  resentment. 
I  feel  that  I  was  worth  more  than  the 
price  for  which  I  have  sold  myself — I 
see  others,  whom  I  consider  as  less  than 
myself,  set  up  above  me — I  love,  too, 
and  .  . .  .  r 

**  Have  you  no  regard  for  your  fair 
name  ?  Can  you  bear  to  hear  the  sneer 
of  the  multitude,  to  be  the  laughter  of 
men  j  the  jest,  the  scorn,  the  word  of 
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reproach  amongst  women ;  to  find  your* 
self  the  sport  of  slander;  you,  who  have 
been  flattered,  followed,  extolled  be- 
yond even  your  rare  deserts  ?  Can  you 
outlive  the  world's  contempt  ?*' 

^*  I  have  outlived  his  love :  after  that 
I  (ban  endure  any  thing.'' 

*\  If  you  think  you  can  endure  the 
world's  contempt ;  if  you  believe,  that 
you  value  not  its  opinion ;  be  sure,  un- 
happy fiormonda,  that  you  deceive 
yourself  Too  powerful  is  that  world 
to  be  opposed ;  too  precious  its  good, 
report  to  be  despised.  It  is  pleasant 
and  honourable  to  be  loved  and  com- 
mended. A  woman's  name  should  be 
9acred ;  it  should  be  rarely  thrust  upon 
the  public  notice ;  and  whenever  it  is 
drawn  from  its  sacred  and  pure  retreat, 
modesty  and  dignity  should  surround 
it.  You  are  running  the  cajfieer  which 
many  have  run  before  your:  you  are 
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throwing  away  your  fair  name,  before 
you  kniow  its  value  and  importance; 
throwing  away  that  character  which 
you  will  pass  the  remainder  of  your 
days  in'  deeply  regretting,  and  seeking 
in  vain  to  recover  and  re-estabKsh* 
Can  it  be  possible  ?  are  you- ^^* 

^*  Say  nothing  more,  sir ;  I  wish  you 
every  happiness :  but  when  I  refused 
your,  hand,  I  told  you  I  was  not  worthy 
of  yout  devoted  attachment.  Go,  now, 
and  every  blessing  attend  you!  Leave 
me  to  my  fate,  and  judge  me  not/' 

"  Not  judge  you !  Who  should  be 
judged,  if  you  are  not  ?  Who  possessed 
your  advantages,  your  understanding? 
Who  might  have  filled,  more  worthily, 
the  loftiest  situation  ? — For  shame !  for 
shame!  Break  this  disgraceful  con- 
nexion !  Away  with  those  bands,  and 
braids,  and  jewels;  the  opprobrious 
tokens  of  dishonest  love.    Put  on  sack- 
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cloth  and  ashes; — kneel  in  the  church ; 
do  penance  in  thy  solitude.  But  I  am 
mad,  I  know  not  what  I  say.  I  swear 
to  be  reven^d  !*' 

"On  whom?*' 

"  On  you-^-on  him---on  Ada  Reis  !*' 

^*  There  is  vengeance  enopgh  here/' 
said  Hormonda :  "  seek  thou  fbr  no 
morie.  Sufficient  punishment  is  it  for 
me  to  have  lost  his  affections.*' 
'  At  this  avowal  Alphonso  could  trust 
himself  no  further ;  he  hurried  from 
her,  and  passed  rapidly  forward  i  but 
upon  approaching  to  the  bridge,  he 
paused,  for  straight  before  him,^lnth  a 
cold  and  haughty  air,  he  beheld  Con- 
dulmar;  and  he  was  for  a  moment 
checked  by  the  perfect  tranquillity  of 
his  manner. 

The  mist  of  morning  had  dispersed, 
the  sun's  all-glorious  rays  shone  full 
upon  the  desperate  features  of  that 
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mysterious  stranger,  who  seemed  neu 
ther  to  seek  nor  shun  the  present  inter* 
view. 

"  You  have  wronged/*  began  the 
duke,  "  the  sweetest  and  fairest  lady 
the  earth  ever  saw ;  you  have  profaned 
her  name,  and  disgraced  yourself  for 
ever/' 

"  I  seek  not  your  good  opinion,*'  said 
Condulmar ;  "  nor  shall  I  account  for 
my  words  or  my  actions  to  a  madman.*' 

"  If  I  am  mad,"  said  Alphonso,  "you 
have  driven  me  to  it ;  stand — ^prepare 
yourself— one  of  us  shall  die  on  the  in- 
stant." 

"  You  have  no  right  over  me :  I 
scorn  and  pity  you ;  I  will  not  fight 
for  that  which  I  have  obtained  without 
risk  or  trouble." 

**  But  you  shall  expiate  your  crime 
thus,"  said  the  furious  duke,  rushing 
upon  him,  and  attempting  to  stab  him. 
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Condulmar  calmly  struck  the  weapon 
from  his  hand.  Alphonso,  baffled  and 
astonished,  regarded  his  antagonist  with 
something  of  apprehension.  ^  What 
are  you?**  he  cried:  "  I  adjure  you 
meet,  me  as  a  man  meets  man/* 

Gondulmar  smiled — Alphonso  leapt 
forward  to  grapple  with  him.  Con- 
dulmar opposed  coolness  to  his  fury, 
and  seizing  the  frantic  youth  by  the 
arm,  threw  him  to  the  earth,  saying, 
*•  Foolish  boy,  beware  whom  you  at- 
tack/' His  head  struck  with  violence 
upon  the  edge  of  a  projecting  marble ; 
he  fell  motionless.  Condulmar  watched 
him— *«pproached  him-^raised  him  up 
—felt  that  his  pulse  had  ceased  to  beat, 
that  life  was  extinct.  "  What  have  I 
done  ?  Is  this  death — can  it  be  ?**  he 
cried,  contemplating  his  lifeless  antago- 
nist for  some  moments — "  Will  the 
silence  which  has  followed  such  vehe^ 
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ment  and  loud  parley  be  eternal?  Is 
that  energy  of  character,  and  that  ac- 
tivity of  frame  at  an  end  thus,  and  for 
ever,  in  one  instant  ?  Are  those  fierce 
passions,  that  ardent  faithful  love,  the 
thoughts  that  passed  so  rapidly  through 
that  romantic  mind,  the  palpitsLting 
heart,  the  eager  hurried  tone  of  voice 
r— is  all  terminated,  all  quiet,  and  am  I 
the  murderer  ?"  Condulmar  now  look- 
ed around  him.  The  sun  already  shone 
bright  above  the  horizon; — the  people 
were  passing  to  and  fro,  and  the  city 
began  to  stir  with  the  daily  occupa^ 
tions  of  its  inhabitants.  The  street  in 
which  he  stood  was  still  lonely  and  de- 
serted : — its  stillness  amidst  the  gehieral 
movement  appalled  him  for  a  moment, 
but  collecting  himself,  he  left  the  spot 
without  delay,  returned  to  the  house  of 
Ada  Reis,  sought  his  own  apartment, 
and  there  awaited  the  event. 
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With  the  early  morn,  the  liewg  of  the 
death  of  Montevallds  spread  through 
the  city}  and  a  burst  of  grief  aiid  ge« 
nerous  sympathy  sprung  from  every 
heart  From  the  wound  he  had  re-< 
ceived,  and  the  place  in  which  the  body 
had  been  found,  it  was  difficult  to  as- 
certain the  cause  and  manner  of  his 
death ;  but  it  was  generally  supposed 
that  it  had  been  his  own  act,  and  that 
the  unkindness  of  Fiormonda  had 
driven  him  to  despair.  His  romantic 
attachment  was  known  to  many;  every 
circumstance  that  could  interest  was 
recalled  to  mind ;  all  pitied,  all  sympa- 
thised with  him  who  was  no  more,  and 
the  murmur  became  general  against 
the  cold  and  cruel  girl  who  had^  as  it 
was  supposed,  driven  him  to  his  un- 
timely end.  The  anguish  of  her  feel- 
ings may  be  imagined,  when  the  recol- 
lection  of  their  recent  conversation 
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recuired  to  her  mind,  and  with  that 
recollection  the  bitter  thought  that  the 
knowledge  of  her  degraded  state,  and 
the  misery  of  ill-requited  love,  had  oc- 
casioned and  hastened  the  dreadful 
catastrophe. 

The  day  ensuing  the  corpse  lay  in 
state.  The  viceroy  ordered  a  general 
mourning ;  the  festive  dance  and  song 
were  discontinued ;  the  theatres  were 
closed ;  and  at  the  hour  of  night-fall 
the  whole  of  the  nobility,  and  amongst 
the  rest  Condulmar,  serious,  but  col- 
lected, followed  the  funeral  of  the 
much-lamented  youth. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

FiORMONDA  sat  at  her  window,  and 
saw  the  procession  pass :  the  light  of 
the  torches  fell  upon  the  beautiful  fea- 
tures of  Alphonso.  She  watched  the 
funeral  train ;  she  heard  the  tolling  of 
the  distant  knell ;  she  felt  that  she  had 
lost  a  faithful  friend,  one  who,  when 
slander  was  busy  with  her  name,  would 
have  risked  his  life  to  defend  hen  She 
now  lamented  the  want  of  Gmi  princi^ 
pie  she  had  shown ;  she  then  thought 
with  regret  upon  the  ill  conduct  of 
Condulmar;  but  love  was  still  in  her 
young  heart  the  predominant  feeling; 
she  felt  with  ardour,  and  she  knew  not 
the  vanity,  the  transitory  nature,  the 
little  importance  of  all  these  illusions: 
she  knew  not  of  how  little  profit,  of 
how  little  even  pleasure  it  is  to  yield  up 
the  affectiona  of  the  heart  and  soul  to 
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any  one  in  this  world,  be  he  even  really 
possessed  of  all  the  grace,  talent,  and 
beauty  we  imagine  in  him ;  for  in  the 
end  he  will :  merely  betray  the  heart 
which  doats  upon  him,  and  mock  at  the 
devotion  which  has  served  to  feed  and 
gratify  his  vanity.  To  hate  is  wiser 
than  to  love ;  but  the  wisest  is  to  do 
neither.  Better  is  it  to  pursue  our 
cotirse,upon  the  earth  as  the  blind  mole 
does  beneath  its  surface,  working  our 
way,  without  seeking  or  attaching  our^ 
selves  to  aught,  that  like  ourselves,  is 
but  dust. 

Fiormonda  continued  at  her  window, 
restless  and  melancholy,  expecting  one 
who  came  not ;  she  felt  oppressed  by 
the  intense  heat  of  the  atmosphere.  She 
arose ;  she  approached  her  table ;  she 
wrote  a  letter,  then  tore  it — it  was 
filled  with  reproaches,  and  of  what  use 
were  reproaches  ?  She  struck  her  harp 
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—the  notes  reminded  her  of  times  past, 
and  brought  with  them  the  remem- 
brance of  her  past  life.  The  singular 
events  of  her  youth  recurred;  she 
recollected  her  guardian  spirit,  his 
care,  and  his  admonitions ;  she  wished 
again  to  see  him ;  she  sung  the  song 
he  loved }  she  thought  how  happy  and 
pure  she  once  had  been,  and  she  suifer- 
ed  her  tears  to  flow  without  restraint. 
At  that  moment,  a  refreshing  breeze 
blew  upon  her  from  the  open  window, 
and  a  note,  sweet  as  that  of  a  distant 
horn,  sounded  from  below. 

If  there  be  in  souls  a  sympathy  with 
sounds,  so  that  the  chime  of  the  village 
bells  can  melt  the  heart  by  awakening 
the  memory ;  if  that  simple  air,  played 
by  the  Swiss  mountaineer  upon  his 
pipe,  which  calls  the  herds  at  evening 
to  their  home,  can  in  a  distant  land 
make  the  firm  soldier  forget  and  aban- 
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don  his  duty ;  it  is  no  wonder  that 
flormonda  dwelt  fixed  and  absorbed 
as  these  words  were  sung  by  a  voice  at 
once  familiar  and  dear : 


I. 

Sing  not  for  others^  but  for  me. 
In  every  thought^  in  every  strain^ 
Though  I  perchance  am  fisur  from  thee. 
And  we  must  never  meet  again : 
Though  I  may  only  weep  for  thee^ 
Sing  not  for  others^  but  for  me. 

II. 

My  spirit  still  is  hovering  nigh ! 
Then  breathe  for  me  that  sacred  sigh ; 
The  sacred  sigh,  the  thrilling  tone^ 
Which  tells  of  time  for  ever  gone ; 
Oh^  when  the  heart's  tear  dims  thine  eye^ 
Think  that  my  spirit  hovers  nigh. 

III. 

In  starry  night,  or  soft  moonbeam. 
By  mossy  bank,  or  rippling  stream. 
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In  balmy  breese,  in  fragrant  flower, 
Thou^  dearer  hands  may  deck  thy  bower ; 
In  all  that's  sweet  or  fiEtir  to  thee. 
Think  not  of  others,  but  of  me. 

IV, 

If  e*er  thou  sing'st  thy  native  hiy. 
As  thou  wert  wont  in  happier  day; 
That  lay  which  breathed  of  love  and  truth. 
And  all  the  joys  of  early  youth  ; 
Though  all  those  joys  are  past  for  thee. 
Sing  not  for  others,  but  for  me. 

V. 

I  've  mark'd  the  struggles  of  thy  mind, 

Like  bird  in  gilded  cage  confined ; 

Vain  was  the  costly  jewell'd  chain— 

The  heart  breathed  forth  a  mournful  strain ; 

The  spirit  panted  to  be  free— 

And  I  could  only  weep  for  thee. 

VI. 

Farewell !  Alas,  I  may  no  more 
Than  weep  and  blame— and  yet  adore. 
Thy  hour  is  come — I  cannot  save — 
But  we  shall  meet  beyond  the  grave : 

h2 
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The  sinner's  prayer  may  reach  to  heaven  ; 
Pray  then,  and  mayst  thou  be  forgiYmt, 


"  And  I  will  pray,"  said  Fiormonda, 
kneeling.  She  did  so,  and  a  calm  she 
had  not  felt  for  a  length  of  time  per- 
vaded her  whole  frame.  She  threw 
herself  upon  her  bed ;  but  the  thought 
of  Condulmar  again  returned ;— !-twice 
she  started  from  her  couch  and  listened 
to  catch  again  the  voice,  as  she  deemed 
it,  of  her  long-lost  guardian  spirit. 

It  was  •  not  yet  midnight.  Fior- 
monda's  mind  had  not  been  affected 
and  heated  by  romances  and  tales  of 
spectres;  yet  an  indescribable  horror 
took  possession  of  her  mind  at  this  par- 
ticular  moment.  She  had  witnessed  the 
sudden  death  of  one  who  loved  her  pas- 
sionately;  the  thought  of  it  chilled  her. 
"  Alphonso,"  she  said,  "  art  thou  no 
more — ^thou  who  wert  so  young,  so  gay, 


\ 


ADA  REIS.  101 

SO  handsome,  and  so  much  beloved? 
How  often  have  I  seen  thee  the  first 
in  the  dance,  in  the  chase,  and  even 
(so  weak  is  woman)  whilst  my  heart 
was  Condulmar's,  how  even  I  added 
my  tribute  of  admiration  to  the  general 
voice!"  As  she  thus  lamented  him, 
she  felt,  as  it  were,  the  breath  of  some 
one  near  her :  there  was  in  the  chamber 
that  deep  stillness,  which  can  impress 
awe  upon  the  mind,  even  when  occu- 
pied with  overwhelming  grief.  The 
light  of  the  moon  faintly  illumined  the 
apartment,  and  by  that  pale  light  there 
appeared  a  dark  substance,  a  gathering 
mist,  which  slowly  embodied  itself,  un- 
til plain  before  her  stood  the  shade  of 
Montevallos!  His  countenance  was 
mournful :  his  hand  was  raised  to  his 
temple,  as  if  he  still  sufFeted  from  the 
mortal  wound.  In  a  low  voice,  at 
length  he  spoke,  "  Fiormonda,  prepietre 
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thyself:  be  not  alarmed ;  but  repent, 
for  death  is  at  hand/' 

She  looked  fixedly  upon  him ;  she 
had  no  power  to  avert  her  eyes :  her 
very  heart  trembled,  whilst  her  limbs 
were  fixed  under  the  influence  of  pre- 
ternatural awe. 

The  low  sepulchral  voice  again  ad- 
dressed her ;  ^^Fiormonda,  awaken  from 
the  delusions  of  life ;  thou  hast  sinned 
beyond  thy  years;  repent,  for  even 
now  sincere  repentance  may  avail." 

"  I  have  not  sinned,"  she  cried ; 
"  he— he  first " 

"  This  will  not  avail  thee,"  said  Mon- 
tevallos,  mournfully ;  '*  I  also  have  sin- 
ned. We  believed  not  in  our  hearts 
the  true  faith;  we  prayed  not  for 
strength  in  the  hour  of  temptation; 
we  thought  it  little  to  yield  to  the  vio- 
lence of  our  passions ;  to  live  alone  for 
love,— -for  pleasure, — ^for  hurry,  and 


ADA  REIS.  103 

amusement.  Prepare  thyself  to  answer 
for  every  word,  for  every  thought,  for 
every  neglect :  for  where  I  am,  there 
is  no  respect  paid  to  persons ;  neither 
the  soft  voice,  nor  the  bright  eye,  nor 
youth,  nor  beauty,  nor  fashion,  nor 
rank  availeth :  humility,  charity,  faith, 
forgiveness  of  injuries,  are  virtues 
here.* 

*^  And  must  I,  who  am  so  young, 
die  P*^  said  Fiormonda :  "  will  no  fur- 
ther  time  be  allowed  me  ?** 

"  No  further.'* 

"  Will  Condulmar '' 

At  the  mention  of  his  name,  the 
shade  passed  mournfully  away. 

"  He  did  not  slay  thee  ?**  said  Fior- 
monda, rising  with  frantic  eagerness 
from  her  couch :  ^'  he  is  too  good,  too 
kind! — Speak,  yet  once  more! — ^nay, 
thus,  thus  let  me  retain  thee.''  Her 
arms    clasped    themselves,^    as    she 
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thought,  around  Alphonso ;  but  terror 
unparalleled  overpowered  her,  when, 
by  a  sudden  light  which  now  blazed 
through  the  chamber,  she  saw  before 
her,  laughing  with  horrid  malignity, 
not  Alphonso,  but  the  fiend  Kabkarra! 

"  Thou  art  mine !  Thou  art  mine  !** 
he  cried. 

Fiormonda  fainted.  She  recovered, 
and  in  the  distance,  as  in  a  picture,  she 
thought  she  beheld  Condulmar  laugh- 
ing and  drinking  with  his  abandoned 
low  associates  in  the  house  of  his  new 
favourite,  Nirza.  Her  father  was  with 
them — she  seemed  to  hear  their  loud 
mirth,  whilst  a  long  procession,  clad  in 
black,  floated  ever  and  anon  before 
her.  The  knell  for  Alphonso  now  di- 
stinctly rung  upon  her  ear ;  the  torches 
t;^lazed,  when  again  loud  laughter  and 
marriment  was  heard.  Suddenly,  there 
IMMwd  before  her,  in  all  her  seductive 
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charms,  the  Princess  of  Ildebar !«— Now, 
now  she  aroused  herself.  All  had  been 
a  dream !  She  was  alone — she  was  dis- 
consolate, and  what  had  really  appeared 
to  her  distracted  fancy,  and  what  had 
not,  she  could  not  tell.  It  was  near 
upon  day-break*— she  had  slept  long : 
she  arose,  and  returned  to  the  window 
she  had  remained  at  the  preceding 
evening.  She  thought  again  to  hear  thd 
soothing  voice  of  her  guardian  attend- 
ant, she  thought  to  breathe  the  fresh 
reviving  air  of  the  early  morn,  and 
watch  the  all-glorious  sun  in  its  first 
brilliant  beams ;  she  thought  too,  per- 
haps, again  to  see  the  shade  of  Al- 
phonso ;  and  thus  watching,  thus  listen- 
ing, she  heard,  as  will  frequently  be  the 
lot  of  those  who  look  for  supernatural 
events  or  celestial  sounds,  in  their  stead 
only  peals  of  laughter — ^the  rude  and 
noisy  laughter  <^  unlicensed  reveflers^ 
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when  reason  has  fled,  and  nothing  is 
left  of  man,  except  that  laughter,  to 
distinguish  him  from  the  brute  he  with- 
out reason  despises.  She  started.  An- 
other laugh,  loud  and  lawless,  again 
proceeded  from  an  abandoned  crew, 
whom  she  now  perceived  approaching 
the  house.  Amidst  them  she  was 
shocked  to  recognise  her  father  and 
Condulmar,  both  of  them  heated  with 
wine,  and  crowned  with  ivy  and  vine. 
They  were  preceded  by  musicians, 
and  surrounded  by  maskers,  buffoons^ 
dancers,  and  actresses,  who  were  con- 
ducting them  home  in  Ucentious  tri- 
umph from  their  nocturnal  orgies. 
Condulmar  was  walking  by  the  beauti- 
ful Nirza,  whilst  Fleur  deRose  (a  pretty 
Parisian  dancer)  and  Ada  Reis  followed 
them,  supported  by  her  husband,  a 
French  coiffeur,  who  was  vaunting  his 
art,  4md  offering  to  dress  Ada  Reis  ac- 
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cording  to  the  fadhidn  of  his  country. 
In  the  mean  time^  the  bravura  song  of 
the  singers  was  accompanied  by  guitari 
and  tambourines. 

As  the  procession  approached  the 
house,  Ada  Reis,  perceiving  Fior- 
monda,  declared  it  to  be  in  her  honour^ 
affirming  that  tbis  should  be  her  wed- 
ding-day*  "  Ay/'  said  Condulmar, 
*^  we  have  attended  my  only  rival  to 
the  grave,  and  I  am  now  returned'^ 
(he  said,  with  cruel  mockery,)  *^  to 
espouse  thee,  Fiormonda/' 

Fiormonda  turned  with  desperate 
grief  from  such  a  scene. 

The  custom  of  rejoicing  upon  the 
night  of  any  great  funeral  was  common 
at  Lima,  as  in  many  other  places,  but 
it  was  seldom  that  any  person  of  rank 
assisted  at  these  lawless  revels. 

Condulmar's  familiar  air,  his  jests, 
lowered  from  the  refinement  of  wit  to 
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the  vulgar  coarseness  of  hid  societyt  h^ 
indifference  shown  so  plainly  either  to 
Fiormonda's  conduct  or  her  reputation, 
his  perverted  laugh  of  malignity  and 
scorn,  were  all  so  many  causes  of  misery 
to  the  woman  who  still  adored  him  with 
the  folly,  enthusiasm,  and  romance  of 
raw  and  unadvised  youth ;  and  whoeven 
now,  notwithstanding  his  manner,  not> 
withstanding  the  associates  by  whom 
he  was  surrounded,  was  soothed  in 
some  measure  because  she  saw  him 
again.  For  the  passion  of  jealousy  in 
young  minds  breeds  no  withering  prin- 
ciple  as  in  later  years :  desire  of  re- 
venge, deadly  hatred,  envy,  malice, 
find  no  harbour  in  tender  open  hearts ; 
these  love  and  break;  but  as  life  ad- 
vances, and  as  bitterness  mingles  with 
disappointment,  fiercer  thoughts  spring 
up.  flormonda,  however,  knew  only 
how  to  love. 
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"  By  the  by,'*  said  Condulmax,  ad- 
dressing the  Parisian  hair-dresser  as  he 
entered  Ada  Reis's  apartment  with  all 
his  Bacchanalian  rout  following  him, 
and  there  met  Fiormonda,  who  had 
come  forward  to  receive  him,  "  here  is 
a  chevAlure  worthy  of  your  attention ; 
these  long  dark  tresses,  I  should  ima- 
gine, are  such  as  you  were  speaking  of. 
See  how  well  this  head  is  set  upon  this 
white  and  unmatched  bust.  Fiormonda, 
put  off  some  of  your  gravity,  and  amuse 
yourself  awhile :  here  is  a  gentleman 
who  has  been  dressing  me,  as  he  calls 
it,  k  I'^ile.de  pigeon,  and  Ada  Reis  au 
coup  de  vent.  Mademoiselle  seroit 
mieux  n'est-ce  pas,'*  he  continued, 
"  coiflKe  avec  ses  grosses  boucles  en 
repentir.**  The  hair-dresser  replied 
respectfully,  "  Mademoiselle  est  bien 
com  me  elle  est.**  Condulmar  con- 
tinued,   the    newest    of   all    fashions 
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was,  he  heard,  at  Paris,  to  be  drest  en 
d6sesp6r6 ;  but  that  would  not  do  for 
him. 

They  then  called  for  refreshments, 
and  seating  themselves  around  a  table, 
ate  dried  sweetmeats,  and  drank  mares- 
chine  with  cream ;  after  which,  in  a 
loud  chorus,  they  sung  wild  and  licen- 
tious songs,  until  they  retired,  long 
after  daybreak,  to  bed :  and  this,  this 
was  the  night,  or  sooner  the  day,  after 
the  interment  of  the  young  and  noble 
Montevallos ! 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

He  who  with  open  force  and  by  de-^ 
sperate  deeds  obtains  the  object  of  his 
guilty  wishes  does  not  harm  his  victim 
to  the  same  degree  as  he,  who,  by  con- 
summate art  and  flattery,  seduces  a  re- 
luctant mind,  and  corrupts  the  purity 
of  the  soul.  Fiormonda's  mind  was  per- 
verted, and  she  resigned  herself  to  Jier 
love  more  than  to  her  grief.  Yet  the  first 
time  she  had  an  opportunity  of  speak- 
ing to  her  lover  alone,  she  reproached 
him  with  bitterness  for  his  conduct. 
"  My  dear  friend,"  said  Condulmar, 
"  how  it  grieves  me  to  hear  these  com- 
plaints !  After  all,  c'est  mieux  d'etre 
Tobjet  du  caprice  d'une  femme  que  de 
sa  passion,  et  le  pire  de  tout  c'est  d'etre 
Tobjet  de  son  amour." 
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"  There  is  something,*'  said  Fior- 
monda,  "  in  that  French  language,  in 
its  phrase,  in  its  tone,  which  mocks  at 
truth,  and  violates  even  virtue  itself 
forcing  her  into  the  train  and  service 
of  vice.  Their  love,  their  sentiment, 
their  expressions  of  passion,  their  pro- 
fessions of  attachment,  are  all  fiivolous, 
heartless,  and  corrupt.  When  I  was 
dear  to  thee,^  said  she,  trying  to  smile, 
^*  it  was  in  Italian,  in  Spanish,  in  my 
father's  language,  thou  didst  speak  to 
me." 

'*  Quarrel  not  with  the  French  lan- 
guage," said  Condulmar:  "  it  can  ex- 
press love  in  all  its  pathos  and  beauty 
as  well,  if  not  better,  than  any  other  j 
but  in  good  truth,  why  should  we  make 
miseries  for  ourselves,  seeing  that  so 
many  are  already  inflicted  upon  us? 
Heaven  knows,  youth  and  happiness 
last  not    long:    why   should   we,    by 
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anxiety  and  ill-temper,  misetnploy  the 
one  and  mar  the  other?  Loveshduldbe 
light,  gay,  and  joyful ;  a  pleasure  &nd 
an  amusement.  By  the  importance  we 
attach  to  it^  and  the  violent  passions 
with  which  we  associate  it,  we  make  it 
the  most  serious  of  occupations,  and 
the  heaviest  of  cares.*' 

"  Well,  theUf  we  will  be  merry,  if 
buch  be  thy  desire,'^  said  Fiormonda> 
mournfully  j  "  I  will  speak  French, 
too,  if  it  please  thee :  yet  in  that  lan- 
guage, entre  I'amour  et  la  mort,  the  dif- 
ference is  but  of  two  letters.*' 

"  This  is  an  idle  conceit,*'  said  Con- 
dulmar; 

"  All  is  over]"  said  Fiormonda.  "  I 
shall  not,  however,  as  you  have  told  me 
the  fond  Englishwomen  do,  annoy  you 
by  sighs  and  tears,  by  whining  com- 
plaint and  vexatious  jealousy:  it  is 
done— you  have  struck  here — you  have 
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ended  all ; — ^I  esteem,  I  admire,  I  love 
you  no  longer  !** 

*•  Then  wherefore  do  my  liaisons 
with  Heure  de  Rose  and  Nirza  give 
you  pain  ?  and  wherefore,  my  dearest 
child,  do  you  mind  if  the  Princess  of 
Ildebar  makes  me  some  little  dMom- 
magemens  for  your  coldness  ?'* 

Fiormonda  turned  from  Condulmar 
yrith  proud  contempt.  **  These  are,*' 
she  thought,  "  unworthy  rivals  for  me. 
Their  names  will  be  forgotten  when 
mine  is  celebrated,  though  their  insults 
and  unkindness  send  me  to  the  grave- 
In  beauty,  in  talents,  in  understanding, 
in  heart,  they  are  my  inferiors ;  yet  for 
them  I  am  abandoned.  Oh!  what  a 
l^stsdn  of  humility  is  this  I  What  are 
the  gifts  of  nature  ?  What  is  the  devo- 
ti<m  of  love  ?  The  first  new  features, 
the,. first  gay  vision,  that  plwses  by, 
leads  uway,  in  triumph,  the  afiections 
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which  we  have  passed  years  in  seeking 
to  secure.  I  gave  thee,  Condulmar,  my 
virgin  heart;  I  gave  thee  the  purity  of 
my  youth ;  I  gave  thee  the  freshness 
of  the  affections,  and  the  entire  pos- 
session of  a  mind,  let  me  tell  thee,  equal 
to  thine  own ! — All  these  thou  hast  re- 
nounced;— ^for  me  thou  hast  blighted  all 
below!''  As  she  spoke  a  transient  feel- 
ing of  ambition  and  revenge,  passions 
not  congenial  to  her  nature,  sprung  up 
in  her  bosom,  and  for  a  moment  ap- 
peared to  supplant  the  softer  feelings 
she  had  so  long  cherished. 

Under  such  adverse  and  mortifying 
circumstances,  the  hand,  which  she 
had  refused  to  the  young  and  ardent 
Montevallos,  she  began  to  entertain 
the  idea  of  bestowing  upon  the  Mar- 
quis de  Santa  Spina,  who  was  destined 
by  the  general  voice  to  be  the  succeed- 
ing viceroy  of  Peru.    "  I  know,"  she 
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again  thought  within  herself,  **  I  know 
the  conduct  which  will  make  Condul- 
mar  love  me  as  he  used.  He  shall  see 
me  at  the  head  of  the  society  he  courts. 
For  his  sake  I  have  neglected  the  forms 
to  which  others  are  slaves.  I  have 
thought  only  of  him ;  they  have  thought 
of  the  world.  The  Princess  of  Ildebar, 
who  now  passes  me  with  such  insolence 
of  contempt,  shall  do  me  homage." 

As  these  thoughts  shot  through 
her  mind,  Condulmar  turned  suddenly 
rounds  and  fixed  his  eyes  triumphantly 
upon  her.  **  Do  so,*'  he  cried,  as  if 
reading  her  soul ;  "  and  I  myself  will 
carry  the  welcome  news  to  the  future 
viceroy.  Do  so,  once  beloved  Fior- 
monda ; — 'tis  well,  'tis  well.  Those 
who  are  ever  casting  back  a  retro- 
spective eye,  doom  themselves,  in  a 
world  like  this,  to  everlasting  repining 
and  regr-et.  Let  our  hopes  tend  forward 
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to  that  which  has  not  been.  The  past 
has  flown  for  me,  like  a  dream,  and 
left  nothing  but  weariness  and  fatigue 
behind.  'Tis  well  that  at  length  thou 
driest  thy  tears,  and  takest  these  mis- 
chances proudly,  as  becomes  thee.  I 
love  not  yoiir  weak  watery  plants : — 
the  streaming  eye  has  small  power  over 
me.  I  have  read  in  verse  of  women 
looking  lovely  through  their  tears,  but 
in  nature  I  have  always  found  them 
produce  a  contrary  effect.'* 

"  Yet  the  full  heart  will  find  a  vent 
or  break,"  said  Fiormonda. 

*'  Let  the  latter  be  its  choice,"  re- 
plied Condulmar:  "inconstancy  is  a 
great  evil,  and  causes  many  woes,  I 
admit  it ;  but  it  is  in  our  nature,  and 
admits  of  no  remedy.  Many  idle  rhap- 
sodies, much  bad  poetry,  many  scenes 
of  absurd  violence  and  desperation, 
would  have  been  saved,  had  it  been 
generally  known,  for  truth,  that  when 
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two  hearts,  which  have  loved  passion* 
ately,  sever,  they  never  can  re-unite. 
We  either  die  in  the  agony  of  the  strug- 
gle, or  recover,  as  I  have,  our  reason  and 
our  calmness/' 

"  These  are  hard  truths,  if  as  truths 
they  must  be  admitted,**  said  Fior- 
monda.  ^ 

"  It  is  a  pity,"  continued  Condul- 
mar ;  "  but  in  this  world,  all  that  is 
bright  and  fair  must  perish.  The 
sweet  scent  of  the  rose — the  maiden's 
blush — the  infantine  smile  of  childhood 
— the  bloom  of  spring,  which  adorns 
every  shrub  and  tree,  as  with  a  magic 
wand — all  fades,  even  whilst  we  are 
gazing  upon  its  beauty,  and  inhaling 
its  fragrance.  We  must  submit  to  the 
law  of  our  nature,  and  endure  the  con- 
dition of  our  existence/* 

"  Endure  then  my  tears,**  said  Fior- 
monda. 

Be  it  so,**  replied  Condulmar: 
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weep  if  thou  wilt,  and  I  will  sing  to 
lee  the  while. 

*  • 

Weep  for  what  thou  hast  loBt,  love ; 
Weep  for  what  thou  hast  won  ; 
Weep  for  what  thou  didst  not  do^ 
And  more  for  what  thou  hast  done. 

Time  that 's  gone  retumeth  never ; 
Keen  repentance  lasteth  ever. 
Heart  that 's  pierced  refuseth  gladness: 
Melancholy  causeth  madness. 

Yet  if  tears  avail  not^ 

Tears  of  fond  regret ; 

Arm  thy  mind^  and  proudly^  girl. 

Endeavour  to  forget* 

Shouldst  thou  spend  thy  days  in  grieving. 
What  is  past  there's  no  retrieving. 
Once  the  hour  of  passion  over^ 
Tear  nor  frown  recalls  a  lover. 

Weep  for  what  thou  hast  lost>  love ; 
Weep  for  what  thou  hast  won ; 
Weep  for  what  thou  didst  not  do^ 
And  more  for  what  thou  hast  done." 
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"  Ah !  sing  not  npw/'  said  Fiormon^ 
da :  "  once  thy  sweet  full  voioe  was 
my  delight ;  once  I  lived  but  upon  thy 
song,  and. thy  enchanting  smile;  but 
now  all  is  over,  and  all  I  now  ask  is  one 
sympathising  sigh,  nay,  one  last  em- 
brace, and  then  farewell  for  ever  !** 

**  It  shaU  be  so,''  said  Condulmar, 
embracing  her,  '^  and  thou  shalt  learn 
to  sing  with  me  after  this  fashion. 

DUET. 

"  The  kiss  that 's  oi>  thy  lip  impressed 

Is  cold  as  parting  kiss  should  be ; 
And  he  who  clasps  thee  to  his  breast 

Again  can  never  feel  for  thee : 
The  chain  I  gave— a  true  love-token — 
Thou  see'st  in  every  link  is  broken. 
Then^  since  't  is  so,  'twere  best  to  part ; 

I  here  renounce  the  oaths  I  swore; 
Correct  thy  faults,  amend  thy  heart. 

And  let  us  meet  no  more. 
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THE  ANSWER. 

"  I  go :  but  ere  I  go  from  thee, 

Give  back  what  thou  hast  ta'en  from  me— 
A  heart  that  knew  nor  care  nor  guile, 

A  JMurent's  fond  approving  smile^ 
The  hopes  which  dared  aspire  to  heav'n— * 

Give  these,  and  thou  shalt  be  forgi/n. 
Take  back  the  ring,  take  back  the  chain; 

Thy  gifts,  thy  oaths,  J  will  resign : 
Take  back  thy  heart,  since  pledged  in  vain, 

But>  oh  I  restore  what  once  was  mine ! 

'^  Hope  not  for  thi^lfiy  course  is  run ; 

All  that  is  left  thee  is  to  die. 
The  dew  drops  vrith  the  setting  sun. 

And  see  the  winds  pass  scornful  by : 
So  when  thou'rt  left  by  me,  thou  'It  find 

The  world  as  scornful  as  the  vdnd. 
A  stamp  is  set  upon  thy  name, 

A  blight  clouds  o'er  thy  early  fame. 
There's  nothing  now  thy  fate  can  saVe: 

Live  scorn*d— or  hide  thee  in  the  grave ! 

And  SO,  farewell!  once  best-beloved 
Fiorraonda." 
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CHAPTER  X. 

The  last  sound  of  Condulmar's  deep- 
toned  mellow  voice  yet  rung  upon  the 
ears  of  Fiormonda,  as,  leaning  her  head 
upon  her  hand,  the  clustering  locks 
fell  over  her  face,  and  entirely  con- 
cealed her  weeping  eyes  and  the  strug- 
gles of  her  countenance.  Ada  Reis 
entered,  his  air  wild  and  terrified. 
^*  Didst  hear  nothing?"  he  cried.  "Hast 
seen  nothing  ?"  he  said,  darting  by  her, 
^*  Hark ! — Again ! — ^Look !  look  from 
thy  casement  !*' 

A  lurid  beam  burst  from  the  dense 
clouds;  a  noise,  loud  and  terrible, 
aroused  every  inhabitant  of  the  house. 
Condulmar  returned,  calm  and  with  a 
smile.  The  heat  was  intense;  the 
forked    lightning    flashed    along  the 
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skies ;  screams  rent  the  air ;  the  ter- 
rified slaves  and  menials  rushed  into 
the  presence  of  their  master,  kneeling 
and  quaking.  The  howling  of  dogs  was 
then  heard:  strange  and  dismal  sounds 
filled  thek  air :  a  sulphurous  smell  in<- 
fected  the  streets :  the  beasts  of  bur- 
then, as  they  passed  along,  seemed 
scarcely  able  to  sustain  themselves 
under  the  loads  they  bore.  In  the 
market-place,  in  the  grand  square,  the 
gardens  and  plains,  adjoining  the  town, 
the  terrified  inhabitants  had  assembled 
together,  lamenting  aloud,  and  saying 
the  last  day  was  at  hand.  The  churches 
were  suddenly  filled ;  and  of  whatever 
religion, — catholics,  protestants,  here- 
tics, and  pagans,  prostrated  themselves 
before  the  altars,  fearful  of  they  knew 
not  what  menaced  danger. 

Condulmar  addressed  himself  to  Ada 
Reis,  and  proposed  that  before  it  was 
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too  late,  tliey  should  fly  froin  this  state 
of  horror  and  alann,  and  remove,  as 
quickly  as  possible,  to  Callao.  There 
the  fresh  breeze  would  probably  alle- 
viate the  burning  heat,  and  from  thence 
they  should  be  able  to  put  to  sea,  and 
escape  from  the  terrors  which  now  sur^ 
rounded  them.  With  great  difficulty 
they  induced  their  attendants  to  exert 
themselves,  so  far  as  to  take  the  mea« 
sures  necessary  for  their  departure :  and 
when,  at  length,  they  did  set  out,  the 
heat  was  so  excessive,  that  the  journey 
could  not  be  accomplished  under  se- 
veral hours. 

Arrived  at  Callao,  they  found  the 
scene  there,  if  possible,  more  terrific 
than  at  Lima.  Never  had  the  sun  arisen 
upon  greater  calamity.  The  whole 
population  of  the  place  were  assembled 
upon  the  beach  ;  parents  clasping  their 
children,  and  husbands  their  wives,  and 
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all  invoking  Heaven  for  mercy  and 
compassion. 

The  night  proved  more  sultry  and 
oppressive  than  the  day  had  been ; — 
cattle  and  dogs  traversed  the  country 
alone,  in  wild  afFright :  children  wept, 
they  knew  not  why :  strangers  inquired 
of  each  other  the  meaning  of  these  ter- 
rible  portents ;  many  fled  from  the  city 
and  fort  of  Callao,  and  betook  them- 
selves to  sea;  but  Ada  Reis  was  of 
opinion,  that  to  attempt  the  sea  in  its 
present  state  were  more  dangerous  than 
to  remain  on  land,  for  the  whole  sky 
was  of  a  purple  tint,  and  the  waves, 
with  a  still  swell,  seemed  rising  above 
the  level  of  the  shore.  Subterraneous 
noises  were  heard  the  whole  of  the  day, 
sometimes  resembling  the  bellowing  of 
oxen,  and  at  others  the  discharge  of 
artillery,  or  thunder  rattling  at  a  di* 
stance* 
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At  eight  o'clock  that  evening,  Fior- 
monda  having  been  left  alone  in  her 
chamber,  arose  to  seek  Condulmar: 
the  floor  rocked  beneath  her  ieet;  ii 
speechless  terror  she  threw  herself  upon 
a  couch.  Condulmar  entered,  and  she 
reposed  her  head  helplessly  upon  his 
arm. 

In  a  short  time  Ada  Reis  joined 
them;  and  even  at  such  a  moment 
they  could  not  abstain  from  impious 
raillery  and  profane  jesting.  "  Should 
the  earth  quake,  I  will  not/'  said  Ada 
Reis. — At  that  instant  a  tremendous 
shock  threw  Fiormonda  forward,  and 
in  the  next,  a  concussion  so  violent  en- 
sued, that  the  building  broke  asunder 
into  ruins.  Ada  Reis  heard  a  voice — 
a  shriek  as  of  a  dying  woman  sounded 
near  him ;  he  saw  a  mist,  a  cloud,  and 
heard  a  convulsive  laugh ;  an  eye  ter- 
rible and  fiery  glared  upon  him — the 
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g|  word  Kabkarra!!!  was  pronounced.  The 
m  concussion  was  repeated:  sulphurous 
i  flames  broke  forth  from  the  bosom  of 
y   the  earth ;  then  at  once  were  heard,  on 
I    all  sides,  the  screams  of  the  dying,  the 
roaring  of  thunder,  the  wild  howling 
of  animals,  the  crash  of  churches,  pa* 
laces,  buildings,  toppling  one  upon  an- 
other, all  in  a  moment  destroyed,  and 
burying  under  them  their  miserable  in- 
habitants. 

The  fort  of  Callao  sunk  into  ruins ; 
the  ocean,  receding  to  a  considerable 
distance,  returned  in  mountainous 
waves,  foaming  with  the  violence  of 
the  convulsion,  and  the  whole  country 
became  as  a  sea — the  multitudinous 
waters  covering  all  that  had  so  lately 
been  fair  streets  and  stately  buildings. 
.  Cavallos  andGuanape,  and  the  towns 
of  Chancay  and  Guaura,  and  the  val- 
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leys  Delia  Branca,  Sape,  and  Pathnkiii 
all  underwent  the  sarae  fate. 

At  that  hour  the  fair  and  beautitt 
city  of  Lima  7,  with  its  cathedral,  ill 
edifices,  and  all  its  grandeur,  was  over- 
whelmed  and  annihilated.  The  labom 
of  architects,  the  master-pieces  of 
painting,  the  pride,  the  wonder,  the 
glory  of  men  returned  to  the  dust,  from 
which  it  had  been  raised :  thus  show- 
ing the  little  worth  and  durability  of 
all  human  possessions,  and  the  vanity 
and  folly  of  fixing  our  affections  and 
interests  upon  any  thing  in  this  transi- 
tory and  fleeting  world. 

Ada  Reis  was  struck  to  the  earth, 
amidst  the  fragments  of  the  mansion, 
in  the  which  he  had  sought  for  refuge ; 
yet  a  preternatural  power  seemed  to 
support  him.  As  soon  as  he  could 
again  rise,  he  rushed  forward,  and  was 
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..carried  by  the  whirlwind  far  out  into 
the  sea.  When  he  opened  his  eyes, 
he  found  himself  floating  upon  its  bo- 
som. He  raised  his  head  and  gazed 
around  him.  The  angry  heavens  ap- 
peared like  one  vast  sheet  of  Are. 
Of  the  strong  fort  of  Santa  Cruz 
one  huge  and  massive  fragment  had 
resisted  the  general  ruin,  and  stood 
erect  and  unbroken  amidst  the  rolling 
of  the  waves  and  the  conflict  of  the 
elements.  So  was  it  with  the  mind  of 
Ada  Reis  in  that  vast  struggle  and  ge- 
neral confusion ;  for  he  retained  the  full 
possession  of  his  senses,  whilst  his  eyes 
gazed  upon  the  fearful  scene.  And 
now  suddenly  he  beheld  before  him 
the  gaunt  figure  of  an  Indian,  support- 
ing himself  upon  a  broken  buttress, 
holding  an  arrow;  and  he  heard  him 
thus  address  himself  to  the  sun : — 
**  Oh,  sun !  thou  father  of  our  king, 
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covered  as  thou  art  ^th  the  veil  of  mi' 
natural  night,  and  warred  upon  even 
to  destruction  by  the  rebellious  ele- 
ments,  I»  thus  cast  to  the  disposal  of 
the  powerful  and  pitiless  waters^  still 
call  upon  thee  to  hear  my  vow.  By 
the  poison  of  the  herb  which  anoints 
the  steel  of  my  arrow — ^by  the  bones 
of  my  dead  father — I  swear  I  will  yet 
seek  and  destroy  my  country's  foe  :*-* 
not  the  horrors  of  the  ocean — not  the 
fury  of  thy  intense  heat — not  the  crash 
of  cities,  nor  the  dissolution  of  nations 
around  me  can  diminish  or  divert  my 
wrath.  I  must  slay  him,  even  at  the 
feast  of  Vitziliputzly.  For  me  there 
is  tranquil  existence  neither  here  nor 
hereafter,  if  Ciulactly  escape  my  venge- 
ance ;  and  if  he  fall  in  the  course  of 
nature  or  by  any  other  hand  than  mine, 
I  shall  not  be  revenged,  for  he  will 
have  escaped  me.  Oh,  mightiest!  spare 
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him,  spare  him,  that  I  may  dye  my 
hands  red  in  the  blood  of  his  heart/' 

Scarce  had  the  Indian  spoken  these 
words,  when  a  shock,  more  violent  than 
the  former,  forced  him  from  his  hold, 
and  plunged  him  again  into  the  waves. 
Ada  Reis  dung  to  him  in  the  effoit ; 
and  clasped  together,  as  is  usual  with 
drowning^  men,  they  were,  with  the  re- 
turning ocean,  forced  onwards  to  the 
shore.  The  convulsion^  stronger  than 
any  -of  the  preceding,  which  let  loose 
the'^sea  from  its  natural  bounds,  and 
drove  one  of  the  vessels  in  the  port 
many  miles  forward  upon  the  land^ 
threw,  in  the  same  direction*  the  bo- 
dies of  Ada  Reis  and  the  Indian  j  where 
they  remained  stunned  and  senseless. 
Ada  Reis  had  continued  longer  in  a 
state  of  insensibility  had  he  not  been 
aroused  by  a  shout  of  triumph  from 
his  companion,    over  the  desolation 
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which  had  been  spread  around.  He 
was  exulting  in  the  attainment  of  his 
wishes;  boasting  that  the  sun  had  heard 
his- prayer,  and  that  at  his  request  Lima 
had  been  destroyed. 

"  Christians  they  were,**  he  exclaim- 
ed 5  *'  and  merciless  tyrants.  The 
blood  of  the  natives  of  his  own  fair 
country  was  on  their  heads.  Him 
they  had  chained,  until  liberated  by 
nature  herself^  because  he  disdained  to 
submit  to  their  domination,  as  he  had 
disdained  to  bow  even  to  the  powef  of  • 
the  Incas^.  Months  upon  months  had 
he  suffocated  in  the  prisons  of  their 
inquisition ;  but  his  secret  curses,  he 
boasted,  had  now  taken  effect ;  his 
prayers  had  been  heard ;  his  gods  had 
listened  to  him,  because  he  had  been 
wronged.  The  world  was  convulsed 
to  give  him  liberty,  and  assist  him  ta 
his  revenge.*' 
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Thus  reasoned  the  infatuated  savage, 
and  Ada  Reis,  desolate  and  solitary, 
almost  envied  him  the  blindness  of  his 
violence,  and  regretted  that  he,  too, 
had  not  some  master  passion  to  stimu- 
late and  hurry  him  on,  for  now  all  ap- 
peared gloom  and  apathy  before  him. 
What  to  him  now  were  the  long  list  of 
sciences  he  had  learned— what  his 
riches,  power,  former  strength— what 
even  the  remembrance  of  his  child, 
for  whom  all  his  love  now  revived, 
'and  whose  form,  like  that  of  an  angel, 
arose  in  his  fancy  as  he  had  seen  her 
last.  Vain  was  it  that  he  had  dived 
into  the  depths  of  philosophy,  meta- 
physics, morals,  hydrostatics,  pneuma- 
tics, optics,  astronomy,  meteorology, 
psychology,  painting,  music,  sculpture, 
architecture,  agriculture,  and  political 
economy ;    commerce,    manufactures. 
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crystallography,  zoology,  ans^tomyj  sur- 
gery, pharmacy,  and  medicine.  He 
was  now  at  the  end  of  his  career. 
<<  Blood  will  have  blood,''  he  cried ; 
**  the  evil  predominates;  I  am  lost,  and 
my  child,  my  Kormonda,  my  innocent, 
my  tender,  my  white-bosomed,  blue- 
eyed  comforter, — where,  where  art 
thou  ?•' 

Some  poor  Indians  whd  heard  the 
distant  sound  of  his  lamentations,  to- 
wards evening  approached  the  sufiferers, 
and  attended  them  with  kindness  and 
hospitality.  They  restored  them  by 
their  care,  and  shared  with  them  their 
meal,  matalotage  and  maize  ^^.  They 
expressed  no  terror  at  the  earthquake ; 
— ^it  was  past  now;— cities,  and  towns, 
and  forts,  had  been  destroyed,  without 
its  occasioning  in  them  either  regret  or 
surprise;  their  humble  huts  had  re- 
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mained  secure,  their  dog  stiU  lived, 
and  they  were  perfectly  indifferent  as 
to  what  others  had  suffered  beyond 
the  narrow  circle  of  their  native  village. 
Ada  Reis  wished  ta  partake  of  their 
ignorance— of  their  philosophy;  but 
the  recollection  of  his  wealth  and  his 
grandeur^  of  his  menials,  his  com- 
panions, and  his  daughter,  disquieted 
him :  and  he  was  anxious  to  return  to 
the  spot  upon  which  Lima  had  stood, 
that  he  might  seek  for  all  that  he  had 
lost. 

The  Indian  proposed  a  contrary 
course.  This  strange  and  stern  being 
exercised  over  him  an  influence  which 
he  could  not  resist.  Ada  Reis  felt  the 
passions  of  his  companion  communi- 
cated to  himself,  and  almost  sympa- 
thised with  his  thirst  for  revenge. 
The  dark  eyes  of  the  Indian  rolled 


1S6  ADA  &EIS. 

restlessly,  and  his  large  muscular  arms 
worked  with  agitation  until  they  began 
their  journey:  but  when  they  set  forthi 
he  yelled  with  triumph^  and  laughed 
with  exulting  joy. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

« 

For  many  days  Ada  Reis  and  the 
Indian  traversed  vast  savannahs,  and 
deep  woods  of  plantain.  The  natives, 
as  soon  as  they  beheld  them,  brought 
the  vi^jahua^^  leaves,  and  erected  huts 
for  their  reception  j  so  pleased  were 
they  to  see  and  to  show  courtesy  to 
those  whom  they  believed  to  be  supe- 
rior to  themselves. 

The  beauties  and  wonders  of  nature 
met  Ada  Reis  and  his  companion  at 
every  step  of  their  journey.  At  one 
time  a  beautiful  cascade  opened  upon 
their  delighted  view ;  at  another  there 
yawned  beneath  their  feet  a  deep  pre- 
cipice, over  which  they  had  to  pass 
by  a  bridge,  formed  of  a  single  tree, 
30  narrow  and  so  unsteady  that  they 
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could  scarcely  maintain  their  footing 
upon  it ;  then  on  a  sudden  the  land 
teemed  with  all  the  rich  beauty  of  cul- 
tivation; whilst  fields  ofwheat»  bailey, 
and  maize,  diversified  the  scene.  The 
climate,  too,  was  as.  various  as  the  view: 
at  times  they  suffered  from  the  pierciog 
cold  and  drenching  mist,  and  at  othen 
from  the  burning  heat.  Hundreds  of 
wild  peacocks,  bustards,,  pheasants^ 
resting  upon  the  tops  of  trees  of  enor* 
mous  height,  now  attracted  their  st^ 
tention ;  whilst  tall  marimondas,.  erect 
upon  their  hind  legs,  with  visages  like 
ugly  men,  seemed  a  satire  upon  the 
human  race.  There  also  the  snake 
folded  and  twisted  itself  amidst  the 
branches  of  the  trees;  the  vi-jahua  and 
the  bejuco  abounded;  the  canas,  of 
which  the  huts  were  built,  grew  plenti- 
fully;  and  amidst  the  forest  the  mata* 
palo  and  the  manzanillo  shot  above  all 
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other  trees,  withering  them,  by  im- 
bibing all  the  moisture  and  nutriment 
of  the  earth. 

The  Indian  paused  upon  the  top  of 
a  mountain  to  show  his  companion  the 
lightning  flashing  from  the  clouds  be- 
neath  them,  and  hear  the  thunder 
roll  from  below ;  (for  even  the  savage 
admired  the  wonders  his  feeble  reason 
could  not  comprehend  0  the  earth  ap- 
pearing involved  in  tempests,  whilst 
they  rested  upon  the  mountain's  head 
in  sunshine  and  security* 

"  It  is  fine,"  thought  Ada  Reis,  "  to 
contemplate  thus  the  bustle  of  the  world 
from  such  a  height.  So  gazes  the  philo- 
sopher at  a  distance  upon  all  the  busy 
scenes  and  conflicts  which  distract 
mankind.— And  so,  perchance,  at  this 
moment,  must  be  the  feelings  of  that 
Being,  who  takes  no  share  in  the  un- 
important quarrels  and  petty  interests 
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of  mankind.  Here  I  feel  a  calm,  which 
I  never  knew  whilst  I  dwelt  in  cities, 
and  amongst  those  whose  narrow  views 
clashed  with  my  own.  However,  I 
must  descend  from  these  heights,  and 
follow,  as  others  do,  a  leader  whom  I 
heartily  wish  (were  it  not  that  I  have 
no  better)  at  the  devil/* 

Ada  Reis  and  his  companion,  if 
they  laboured  hard,  at  all  events  lived 
well  during  their  progress,  eating  rice 
boiled  with  flesh  of  fowl,  and  drinking 
strong  spirit  whenever  they  could  meet 
with  it.  They  slept  at  the  little  cabins 
of  the  Indians,  or  in  the  stables  pre- 
pared for  their  cattle,  which  were 
scattered  up  and  down  on  the  skirts 
of  the  mountains.  In  the  course  of 
their  long  journey  they  passed  through 
and  conversed  with  many  different  na- 
tions, who  all  differed  in  their  customs, 
lieliefs^  and  dialects. 
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Ada  Reis  had  no  knowledge  of  the 
latitude  in  which  he  was,  or  of  the  di- 
rection he  was  pursuing.  Were  they 
now  upon  the  banks  of  the  great  Ma- 
ranon^^p  who  might  say?  Many  of  the 
natives  were  half  con  verts  to  Christiani- 
ty; some  were  white,  others  copper- 
coloured,  and  others  entirely  black.  In 
some  of  these  countries  the  Spaniards^ 
had  established  settlements,  and  a  brisk 
traffic  was  kept  up  between  them  and 
the  people :  in  others  all  was  barbarous- 
ignorance  and  superstition.  The  In^ 
diauB  who  lived  in  villages  were  under 
some  kindof  government,  obeying  their 
curaca  chiefs^  or  caciques,  and  these 
were  less  turbulent  and  corrupt  than 
the  rest :  a  proof,  if  belief  be  given  to 
Ada  Reis,  that  any  government  is  pre- 
ferable to  the  following  of  simple  na-^ 
ture.  Some  flattened  the  fore  and  hind 
parts  of  their  children's  heads  j  some 
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made  holes  in  their  upper  and  linder 
lips,  and  in  both  sides  of  the  cartiliglflf 
of  the  nose ;  others  stuck  into  their 
chins  and  jaws  feathers  or  little  arrows 
eight  or  nine  inches  long;  others  j>rided 
themselves  on  their  long  ears,  escteiid- 
ing  them  by  various  arts  until  H^ 
reached  the  shoulders ;  many  thought 
it  a  crime  not  to  paint  their  bodies  with 
great  nicety,  and  a  virtue  to  sacrifice 
their  children  to  idols ;  and,  as  if  the 
quadrupeds  were  as  singular  as  the. 
men,  cajmans,  alligators,  tortoises^and 
pexe  bueys,  swarmed  upon  the  shores- 
and  islands.  The  Indian  assured  Ada 
Reis  that  these  pexe  bueys  (or  sea^ 
calves)  were  Spanish  seamen  who  had 
been  wrecked  upon  an  island,  and  trans- 
formed into  that  shape.  **  The  maii- 
mondas  or  apes,"  he  said,  ^'  were  the 
descendants  of  the  indigenous  nativest 
who  had  been  so  terrified  that  they  had 


ADA  REISk  143 

lost  their  intellects  when  the  great 
waters  of  the  flood  had  descended  upon 
the  earth/* 

Ada  Reis  saw,  in  the  midst  of  a  river, 
an  island,  which  was  said  to  be  en- 
chanted J  all  was  white  in  it,  the  rocks, 
the  trees,  the  eagles,  the  cattle.  He 
found  Indians  fishing  with  inebriating 
herbs t>r  poisoned  arrows;  the  quality 
of  which  poison  is  so  frigorific  as  to 
repel  all  the  blood  immediately  to  the 
heart.  Wherever  he  turned,  he  found 
new  cause  to  wonder.  Here  also  he 
marked  the  strange  varieties  of  lofty 
trees,  the  wood  of  which,  some  white, 
some  red,  some  beautifully  variegated, 
distilled  balsams  of  an  exquisite  fra- 
grance, rare  medicinal  gums,  or  poisons^ 
terrible  and  sudden  in  their  efiects. 
Passing  along  the  banks  of  the  river  he 
met  with  the  jacumana.  a  serpent  of  a 
frightful  magnitude,  which  irresistibly 
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draws,  by  its  breath,  the  unwary  ani- 
mals who  approach  it,  swallowing  them 
whole.  Atonetime,ifwemaybeHeve 
him,  he  met  with  a  people,  male  and 
female,  who  all  had  tails,  which  they 
wagged  when  pleased,  and  turned  down 
when  fiightened^.  This  people  showed 
greater  marks  of  sagacity,  and  were 
more  courteous  in  their  manners,  he 
affirms,  than  any  of  the  others,  albeit 
far  inferior  to  us  christians.  The  In«: 
dians  appeared  every  where  to  •  Ada 
Reis  slow,  as  he  describes  them,  but 
persevering,  and  possessed  of  an  im- 
mutable calm,  undisturbed  by  either 
fortunate  or  unfortunate  events;  in 
their  mean  apparel  or  nakedness  they 
were  as  contented  as  a  Prince,  a  Bey,, 
or  Pacha,  in  all  his  splendid  jewels  and 
attire ;  nothing  appearing  to  move  them, 
or  discompose  their  minds:  interest 
seemed  to  have  lost  its  power;  fear. 
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could  not  stimulate,  respect  could  not 
induce,  punishment  could  not  compel. 
They  cooked  their  matalotage,  they 
ground  their  barley  to  make  machea, 
their  mailze  for  the  camcha,  and  brewed 
their  chicha,  regardless  of  every  other 
care ;  and  moved  as  little  as  possible 
from  the  side  of  the  fire,  at  which  they 
sat  watching  in  idleness  their  food. 

One  evening  Ada  Reis  found  a  num- 
ber of  Indians  near  what  they  termed 
a  village,  celebrating  a  great  festival. 
A  table,  covered  with  a  Tucujo  car- 
pet ^^  was  placed  before  the  door  of  the 
inn,  or  public-house,  where  a  quantity 
of  camcha  and  some  wild  herbs  were 
prepared.  Each  guest  held  a  jug,  from 
which  he  ate  his  frugal  meal  in  haste ; 
then  the  women  appeared  with  cala- 
bashes, or  round  tutumos,  full  of  chicha; 
some  played  upqp,  the  pipe  and  tabor, 
others  sung  and  danced  in  slow  un- 
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graoeful  measures,  whilst  the  rest  sate 
upon  the  ground.  They  welcc^ed 
Ada  Keis  and  his  guide^  withoirt  in- 
quiring who  they  were,  or  whence  they 
tatne^  or  whither  they  were  goings  and 
pressed  them  to  accept  their  bo^ita* 
lity*  Intemperance,  and  excess^  and 
noise  followed  this  feast  to  such  a  de- 
gree, jthat  women,  men,  husbands,  £air 
thers,  mothers,  and  children  fell  down 
together,  their  feeble  sense  extinguidi- 
ed  by  strcmg  drink,  a  miseraUe  and 
disgraceful  picture  of  human  brutalily. 

The  extremes  of  barbarism  and  civili- 
sation,, thought  Ada  Reis,  are  then 
similar  in  the  excess,  though  not  in 
the  modes  of  vice  and  Self-indulgence. 
What  is  man  when  he  has  fcN-saken  the 
restraint  of  reason  and  of  law  ?  Alaa  I 
what  am  I  next  to  witness,  with  whom 
am  I  condemned  to  i^sociate? 

They  now  left  the  inhabited  countryi 
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and  traversed  the  wildest  mountains 
and  the  most  lonely  deserts,  the.  Indian 
continually  assuring  Ada  Reis  that 
they  should  soon  be  at  their  journey's 
end**.     -     : 

How  different,  thought  Ads  Reis, 
in  idea,  is  distance  and  time  to  differ- 
ent individuals. 

The  thirst  of  revenge^  which  en- 
tirely possessed  the  bosom .  qf  the  In- 
dian, lightened  to  him. every  fatigue 
and  privation ;  but  the  luxurious  habits 
of  Ada  Reis  rendered  the  sufferings  he 
had  to  endure  almost  intolerable ;  and 
he  felt  in  mind  even  more  than  in 
body,  from  the  recollection  of  his 
wealth  and  his  child,  the  overthrow  of 
his  ambitious  hopes,. and  the  prospect 
which  lay  before  him  of  beginning  life 
anew,  certainly  under  no  very  auspi- 
cious circumstajotces,  nor  in  a  very  eli- 
gible situation }  yet  he  desired  not  to 
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die,  for  neither  his  own  disbelief,  nor 
the  jests  of  infidels,  had  hardened  him 
to  that  degree  of  insensibility,  that  he 
could  feel  calm  upon  this  point;  he 
feared  death — ^he  feared  that  bejond 
the  grave  **  dreams  might  come ;'' — he 
thought,  as  some  of  a  better  mind 
have  thought,  that  it  was  better  to  en- 
dure any  thing  than  ^^  not  to  be ;"  he, 
therefore,  bore  his  present  evil  destiny, 
but  not  without  repining  or  complaint 
In  this  temper  they  journeyed  on, 
with  few  other  adventures  than  such 
as  have  been  before  related ;  until  as 
they  were  travelling  by  night,  having 
lain  by  during  the  heat  of  the  sun,  Ada 
Reis  beheld,  by  the  clear  light  of  the 
moon,  the  appearance  of  the  countiy 
around  him  change,  from  a  level  and 
fertile  plain  to  a  mountainous  and 
rocky  desert.  He  had  scarce  observed 
the  alteration  before  his  guide  uttered 
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three  terrific  yells,  atad  leaping  exult- 
ingly  from  rock  to  rock,  exclaimed, 
that  he  could  see  his  own  land  before 
him,  and  that  his  heart  felt  lighter  from 
the  certainty  of  vengeance.  Dipping 
his  arrow  again  in  the  mortal  poison, 
which  he  ever  carried  with  him,  "  Woie 
be  to  thee,  Ciulactly,'*  he  said,  "  proud 
cacique,  thou  shalt  feel  my  power/' 

A  whizzing  in  the  air  startled  Ada 
Reis ;  he  beheld  in  the  moonlight  a 
white  line,  passing  with  such  celerity 
that,  but  for  its  noise,  he  had  not 
known  it  was  the  Zumbadore  ^^  "  And 
where,  in  the  wide  world,  are  we 
now  ?*'  he  cried.  **  Are  these  the  soli- 
tudes of  Atur6e?  Are  the  rushing 
waters  I  hear  from  afar,  those  of  the 
cataract  of  Maypur6  ?  Is  this  superb 
river  the  Orinoco,  or  is  it  the  famed 
river  of  the  Amazons  ?*' 

The  guide  answered  not;  perhaps. 
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indeed,  knew  not  how  to  answer  these 
inquiries :  his  heaving  breast,  his  eager 
eye,  his  convulsive  gestuoes,  only 
shewed  the  agitation  of  his  mind. 

The  vast  tract  of  land  before  them 
appeared  as  if  it  never  before  had  been 
trodden  by  the  foot  of  civilised  msn. 
There  dwelt  in  it  vast  flights  of  wild- 
fowl of  every  species ;  every  kind  that 
shun  the  haunts  of  man  were  there  in 
numbers,  tame  and  unapprehensive  of 
danger ;  the  golden  crested  pheasants 
dwelt  in  the  thickets,  and  over  the 
wide-extended  plains  the  vultures  ho- 
vered, casting  their  shadows  across  its 
barren  surface  as  they  took  their  heavy 
flight;  whilst  eagles,  and  the  condor 
of  the  rock,  soared  above  them  to  the 
very  heavens.  All  around  the  country 
appeared  wild,  abrupt,  extended^  and 
yet  beautiful. 

Ada  Reis  now  beheld  a  large  moun- 
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tain^  around  the  foot  of  which  wound 
a  majestic  river.  The  cocoa  and  the 
almond  abounded  upon  the  banks,  and 
the  air  was  scented  with  the  fragrance 
of  pines  and  aromatic  shrubs.  He 
thought  he  was  in  sight  of  the  island  of 
Pumacena,  or  the  silver  mountain  of 
Parim^,  of  which  so  many  fables  arere** 
lated;  or  it  might  be  he  was  approach- 
ing the  Calitamani  ^7^  so  bright  appeitr- 
ed  the  shining  sideai  of  that  extraordi* 
nary  and  impassable  rock^ 

When  they  drew  nearer  to  the 
stream,  the  Indian  again  stopped  and 
yelled  loudly,  after  the  manner  of  his 
country.  A  thousand  voices  answered 
him  from  the  heights,  and  swarms  of 
the  natives  instantly  poured  down  to 
the  side  of  the  river,  crowding  its 
banks,^  and  putting  forth  their  pirogues 
and  coracles,  in  order  to  meet  and 
welcome  their  countryman  and  his 
companion. 


lis  ADA 


CHAPTER  XII. 

Upon  passing  the  river,  Ada  Reii 
found  himself  in  the  midst  of  a  vast 
multitude  of  people.  The  natives, 
assembling  around  him,  knelt  before 
him  in  wonder,  seeming  to  consider 
him  as  a  being  of  a  superior  order. 
The  Indian,  who  had  so  long  con- 
ducted him,  perceived  now  that  he  was 
much  fatigued,  and  desired  his  coun- 
trymen to  remit  their  attentions  for  a 
while;  he  then  led  Ada  Reis  to  a  cabin, 
where  maize,  and  milk,  and  fruits  were 
set  before  him.  Once  more  he  there 
informed  him,  that  this  was  his  own 
country ;  that  these  were  the  men  who 
had  never  been  subdued;  that  their 
hearts  were  warm  and  pure ;  that  they 
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worshipped  the  god  who  arose  every 
day  to  warm  them  with  his  beams; 
that  from  the  lips  of  an  image,  placed 
upon  a  hill,  in  the  form  of  a  dog,  they 
received  daily  notice  of  his  wishes; 
and  that  Ciulactly,  their  cacique,  was 
descended  from  the  sun ;  that  he,  Papo 
Taguacan  (for  that,  he  said,  was  his 
name),  was  a  kinsman  of  the  caciques ; 
that  he  had  been  absent  one  year, 
having  been  taken  in  battle,  and  im« 
prisoned  at  Lima;  but  neither  that, 
nor  any  other  event,  had  diverted  him 
from  his  intention  of  slaying  the  enemy 
of  his  country,  the  tyrant  who  had 
wronged  him ;  and^  when  Ciulactly  was 
slain,  the  people,  he  said,  would  make 
Ada  Reis  king;  for  the  priests  had  told 
the  people  that  a  stranger,  a  white 
man^  who  could  speak  their  language^ 
a  descendant  of  the  great  Manco  Paca, 
would  come  into  their  country  and 
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reign  over  them,  and  drink  the  blood 
of  their  enemies. 

As  he  spoke  these  last  words,  Ada 
Reis  began  to  see  the  drift  of  all  that 
had  been  taking  place,  and  acknow- 
ledged at  once  the  probable  fulfilment 
of  the  promises  held  out  to  him  by 
Kabkarra.    He  had  not  time,  however^ 
for  much  reflection,  for  the  impatient 
savages  began  again  to  flock  around 
him,  bringing  their  tambours  and  pipes, 
and  dancing  before  him  with  wild  and 
extravagant  gestures.     He  took  this 
opportunity  of  observing  a  little  the 
manners  and  appearance  of  those  who 
were  to  be  his  future  subjects.     They 
were  nearly  black  in  their  complexion, 
tall  in  their  stature,  ungainly  in  their 
manners,  and  wore  no  other  clothes 
than  feathers  and  hides,  no  other  orna- 
ments than  pieces  of  tin  and  glass,  either 
stuck  into  their  flesh,  or  hung  about 
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their  limbs.  The  women,  with  their 
coarse  black  hair  hatiging  straight  upon 
their  shoulders,  carried  their  infants 
upon  their  backs,  and  stared  in  stupid 
astonishment.  Their  understandings 
appeared  to  be  utterly  contemptible ; 
their  hftbits  slothful,  dirty,  and  their 
characteristic  features  indolence  and 
low  cunning.  Upon  the  whole,  nothing 
could  be  more  unfavourable  than  the 
opinion  which  Ada  Reis  conceived  of 
them.  "  I  jsee  nDw,**  he  said  to  him- 
self,  "  how  the  Spirit  of  Ewl  has  de- 
ceived me :  the  wish,  for  which  I  have 
bartered  my  soul^  may  be  fulfilled,  I 
may  become  a  monarch  and  wear  a 
crown,  but  over  whom  am  I  doomed 
to  reign  ?  None  here  will  ever  sym- 
pathise  with  my  feelings.  My  wisdom, 
knowledge,  and  experience  will  become 
a  curse  to  me.    Is  it  for  tbi9  I  have 
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learned  the  cufttoms,  manners,  a&dliii| 
of  distant  nations  ?  Is  it  for  this  I  bM ' 
traversed  seas,  waded  through  c6m 
and  rejected  the  happiness  within  oj 
grasp?  I  must  begin  again  as  irii 
mothers'  milk,  but  without  the  fflD- 
plicity  of  taste,  which  alone  could  eni' 
ble  me  to  endure  it.  The  dream  of 
ambition  is  at  an  end,  even  now  tint 
the  first  prayer  of  my  heart  is  about  to 
be  accomplished/' 

These  reflections,  ho wei ver,  disquiet- 
ing as  they  were,  were  not  sufficiently 
so  to  prevent  the  fatigue  which  he  had 
undergone,  and  the  food  which  he  had 
taken,  from  throwing  him  into  a  deep 
sleep ;  nor  did  he  awaken  until  Papo 
Taguacan,  who  had  taken  that  oppor- 
tunity of  going  forward  to  the  great 
city,  to  prepare  for  his  reception,  re- 
turned with  a  concourse  of  the  natives. 
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iembled  for  the  purpose  of  conduct- 
ing the  stranger  to  the  residence  of  the 
cacique. 

Ada  Reis  had  often  had  opportunities 
of  contemplating  the  earliest  state  of 
civilisation,  he  was  not  therefore  sur- 
prised at  beholding  the  assemblage  of 
rude  and  ill-constructed  huts,  into 
which  he  was  led  with  so  much  pride 
and  exultation.  He  could  not,  how- 
ever, repress  a  smile  at  the  vanity  and 
impotence  of  man,  when  he  recollected 
that  what  he  now  saw  was  the  capital 
of  a  great  country,  and  the  palace  of 
its  sovereign.  "  If  those,**  he  said  to 
himself,  **  who  are  repining  amidst 
the  conveniences  and  enjoyments  of 
European  society,  could  come  hither 
for  a  short  time  and  then  return,  Hea- 
ven  help  them!  howsatisfied  would  they 
be  with. their  condition." 

They  now  approached,   Papo  Ta- 


158  ADA  BBS. 

guAcasn  leading  the  wmf^  to  ^tmpim 
of  the  cacique ;  a  wretched  imdMt 
bovely  somewhat  higher  and  laigv 
indeed  than  the  rest,  and  tor rooiAi 
with  all  the  form,  all  the  4ifficaitf  if 
access,  and  all  the  circbmatatieefe 'if 
ceremony  and  respect,  which  bdisg 
to  and  distinguish  the  mcMt  §plaSi 
courts  of  the  mightiest  mcMUurcdut  *^ 
such  alength  was  this  carriisd,  thiit  Adi 
Reis  was  informed  that  many  prostt^ 
tions  and  other  .demonstratiowi  ef  M* 
spect  were  to  be  shown  before  he  could 
be  presented  to  Ciulactly;  and  that 
with  the  customary  tardiness  of  the 
rois  fen6ansy  he  was  not  at  present  at 
leisure  to  go  through  the  long  so- 
lemnity: of  giving  audience. 

To  beguile  the  time  until  his  majesty 
should  be  disengaged,  Ada  Reis  ac^ 
cepted  the  offer  made  by  PapoTaguacaii 
of  accompanying  him  around  the  city. 
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I  and  showing  him  its  principal  objects  of 
curiosity.  In  the  main  street  the  first 
building  which  struck  him,  and  that 
with  no  great  pleasure,  was  a  temple, 
much  like  the  one  at  Mexico  ^^  built 
entirely  of  death's  heads,  set  with  lima 
and  stone,  all  ranged  in  rows ;  the  whole 
adorned  with  poles,  to  which  were  fixed 
bonesplac^d  in  the  forms  of  crosses,  with 
skulls  between  the  intervals,  made  fast 
to  each  other.  This  temple  Was  the 
residence  of  the  god  of  providence  and 
the  god  of  war  j  besides  which  deities; 
he  was  informed  that  this  nation  wor<> 
shipped  two  thousand  other  gods ;  biit 
the  chiefest  were  undoubtedly  these 
two,  Vitzilipuztli,  the  god  of  provi* 
denoe,  and  Tezcatliputli,  the  god  of 
war,  together  with  thd  Ufmulas,  the 
god  of  grain  and  harvest.  These  idols 
were  (^gigantic  si^e,  entirely  covered 
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with  mother-of-peaiiy  set  with  enMitl 
chalcedonies,  and  amethTBta,  n 
rich  jewels.  Their  ^c»»  iormed  of  M*| 
transparent  and  glittering  nHtteriil 
shone  from  afar  in  the  nighty  by 
of  lights  placel  within.  "^ 

The  temple  was  called  TeoteA 
from  teutt,  which  is  a  deity,  andcaUib^ 
house.  When  Ada  Reis  was  oondodii 
within  its  portals,  the  terror  be  equ^ 
rienced  showed  him  of  mortal  miiid.  it 
was  not  on  account  of  the  openii^  be^ 
ing  fashioned  in  the  shape  of  a  seipenf  i 
mouth,  that  he  started  back,  neither 
did  he  mind  the  tusks  and  grindery 
which  adorned  the  work  in  relievo,  nor 
the  darkness,  although  that  was  not 
much  to  his  taste ;  but  it  was  the  blood 
of  those  who  had  been  sacrificed  the 
day  before,  at  which  his  spirit  revolted, 
although  to  do  him  honour  a  band  of 
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usic  played  from  without,  and  the 
s^ndians  danced  in  token  of  their  re- 
^g«pect« 

^,-     Whilst  Ada  Reis  was  yet  contem- 
^y  plating  this  horrid  abode  of  mortality 
and  superstition,  the  king,  who  had 
I  with  savage  pride  declined  to  receive 
^  him,  now  hastened  after  him  with  all 
_  the  childishness  of  savage  curiosity ;  an  d 
fe    the  prostrations  and  other  ceremonies 
^   being  gone  through  with  less  form  than 
-     had  been  at  first  insisted  upon,  he 
began  to  converse  with  him  in  a  fa- 
miliar manner.     He  wore  around  his 
neck  a  gold  chain,   of  some  inches 
thick,  adorned  with  nine  gold  hearts, 
and  the  remnant  of  the  skull  of  one 
of  his  enemies,  with  a  lock  of  black 
hair  hanging  to  it.     His  manners  were 
very  graceful,   but   Papo   Taguacan 
hardly  returned  his  greeting;  and  Ada 
Reis  thought  he  observed  something  of 
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^  J  j^DSjr  in  the  demeanonr 

cl         ^^^^^tjMtB  towards  their  sovereign, 
xi         rf*"*  ^  ^(Ja  Reis  with  great  cour- 
t         ^^^^Tcrd&Ted  his  attendants  to 
a         ^  y0  presents,  which  consisted 
I        ^^  ^his  wives,  many  fine  fea- 
^    I  liUBhel  of  cocoa,  and  a  gold 
**f^iBt  with  jewels :  he  then  desired 
1^  play  at  howls  with  him,  or  a 
^itfipewhat  similar,  which  required 
^1^  rather  than  skill,  and  which 
Jl^ftguacan  detested  the  more  as 
&iamards  had  taught  it  to  Ciulactly. 
^  Reis  was  surprised  to  find  that, 
jy  all  his  menaced  vengeance,  his 
yign  guide,  neither  at  the  game  nor 
g^e  banquet,  times  at  which  naturally 
Joking  was  most  unguarded,  had  even 
lltei3tipted  to  execute  his  threats ;  but 
Ite  found  himself  suddenly  in  consider- 
jl^e  danger,  for  he  had  sat  with  Ciu- 
vjietly  with  sandals  on  his  feet  ^^,  which 
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was  not  customary;  and  he  had  been 
desired  to  cause  it  to  rain^  which  it  was 
supposed  by  the  priests  he  had  power 
to  do,  it  having  rained^  it  was  saidi 
when  some  great  Spaniard,  who  had 
entered  their  country  many  years  be- 
fore, had  commanded  it 

The  king,  however,  pleaded  for  him, 
being  impatient  to  show  him  his  palacey 
which  was  entirely  full  of  curiosities^, 
Fowls,  cuyas,  and  goinea-pigs  wan* 
dered  loose  and  tame  about  the  apart«» 
ments.  He  delighted  in  stuffed  animal^ 
and  preserved  insects*  Creatures  of 
every  description  were  kept  in  cages } 
and  the  noisy  chattering  of  birdai  hissing 
of  serpents,  roaring  of  Uons,  hQWlitig 
of  wolves,  smell  of  foxe$,  and  cries  of 
leopards,  would  have  distracted  ai^X 
other  tlovereign,  notwithstandiog  th^ 
order  in  which,  to  do  Ciulactly  justice 
they  were  kept.  The  king  theb  showed 
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Ada  Reis  his  j^um€»».  &n8»  and  carpels; 
-'— dwarfiiy  crooked  and  niia-ahiqieii  per* 
sons^  women  and  children ;  iifter  lAoA 
he  sat  down  upon  the  floorand  gntast 
Ada  Reis  did  the  same,  upon  whidi 
Ciulactly,  seeing .  he  had-  so  merry  a 
companion,  sent  for  his  bufBbcms^  ui 
made  them  sing  songs,  crack  jests^  sad 
throw  themselves  uito  every  sort  of 
ridieulous  contortiofi,  which,  bcdiig  iii* 
tended  to  produce  hHighter;  ^  dkl^  not 
make  Ada  Reis  laugh  so  much  as  ceN 
tain  serious  ceremonials^  which' tod^ 
place  in  the  course  of  the  day*  Indeedr 
his  composure  was  tried  to  tbe  utmost» 
when,  to  the  sound  of  a  sort  of  fife,  and 
of  the  teponaztle,  or  kettle-drum,  the 
grandees  of  the  court,  witii  great  gra* 
vity,  danced,  what  they  called;  the  ne* 
totiliztle;  many  of  them,  for  the  pur^ 
pose  of  improving  their  appearance^ 
having  thrust  their  own  heads  into  the 
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I   skins  of  the  heads  of  tigers,  alligator s, 
J    and  other  wild  beasts^^     During  thi^ 
performance,  Ciulactly  and  his  ladies 
were  dressed  in  coloured  feather^,  with 
gold  and  jewels,  mostly  worn  in  their 
rough  state,  although  the  art  of  cutting 
and  polishing  stones  was  known  here. 
The  king  seemed  so  much  delighted 
with  Ada  Reis,  that  he  knew,  not  how 
to  show  him  enough  honour;  and,  in 
return,  Ada  Reis  wished  much  to  inform 
him  that  hit)  cousin,  Papo  Taguacan, 
.  intended  to  kill  him ;  but  it  was  im- 
possible;   for   at  whatever   he    said, 
Ciulactly  laughed  with   delight,   ex- 
hibiting some  new  rarity  of  which  he 
was  vain,  pressing  him  to  sleep  in  his 
palace,  a  particular  mark  of  distinction, 
but  one  which,  knowing  what  was  to 
befall  him,  perhaps,  that  very  night, 
Ada  Reis  would  have  wished  to  de- 
cline, had  it  been  possible.    .  In  the 
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nighty  Papo  Taguacan  entered  tbe 
apartment,  standing  up  before  tbe 
matted  bed  of  his  sovereigiiy  and  gazng 
upon  him  with  silent  hatred,  and  eager 
vengeance;  he  was  armed  with  Ui 
poisoned  arrow,  and  a  knife  made  oft 
sharp  shell.  Ada  Reis  turned  awif, 
that  he  might  not  see  the  murder  com- 
mitted, for  he  thought  it  best  not  t» 
interfere  in  an  affidr  of  honour,  lestke 
should  himself  get  into  a  scrape ;  and 
some  painful  passages  in  his  own  life 
recurred  at  that  moment  to  his  me* 
mory.  But  the  morning  dawned  upoa 
the  unconscious  Ciulactly  as  safe  ai 
Ada  Reis ;  Papo  Taguacan  alone  ap- 
peared perturbed  and  unrefreshed. 

At  an  early  hour  some  hundreds  of 
Ciulactly's  subjects  came  before  his  pa- 
lace, to  offer  him  roses,  flowers,  bread, 
fowls,  and,  what  may  seem  singular, 
bags  of  vermin^,  a  tribute  levied  by 


ADA  BSItU  167 

the  cacique,  in  order  to  keep  his  people 
clean.  That  day  a  dreadful  sacrifice 
\^as  to  be  offered  to  the  god  of  harvest 
The  unhappy  victims  were  husbands, 
wives,  mothers,  and  children,  all,  by  a 
refinement  in  barbarity,  carefully  se« 
lected  from  different  families,  so  as  to 
deprive  the  wretches  of  the  consdation 
of  dying  %irith  those  whom  they  loved, 
and  to  spread  the  misery  as  widely  as 
possible  through  the  whole  of  the  na- 
tion. All  were  led  in  procession,  or- 
namented with  flowers,  and  accom- 
panied with  music  to  the  steps  of  the 
temple. 

Beside  the  victims  and  the  priests, 
Ciulactly  and  Ada  Reis  were  alone  per- 
mitted to  enter  and  behold  the  specta- 
cle within.  The  crowd,  singing  and 
dancing  in  triumph  and  exultation, 
awaited  before  the  steps  of  the  temple 
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fdr  tfie  signal,  which  told  them  tibat  all 
was  over. 

Ciothsorpieces  of  cwpetwere  npjr&A 
under  the  king^s  feet  wherever  he  went. 
He  wore  gold  zagles  or  sandab,  in  fbnn 
much  like  ithose  of  the  ancients— -his 
subjects  being  all  barefoot,  particuhuly 
in  his  presence ;  no  one  might  tondi 
him  upon  pain  of  instant  puifishment ; 
to  raise  the  eyes  to  look  upon  hink  was 
a  high  offence ;  but  whilst  he  paused 
upon  each  step,  his  subjects,  and  even 
the  priests,  to  honour  him,  laid  their 
hands  on  their  noses,  and  passed  them 
along  their  forehead  to  the  nape  of 
their  necks.  The  cacique  turned  his 
head  towards  his  left  shoulder  in  return, 
to  show  that  he  acc^ted  their  homage.^ 

All  persons  danced  in  this  country, 
slow  or  quick,  according  to  their  rank; 
the  king,  the  nobles,  and  the  priests^- 
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forming  a  solemn  ring,  scarcely  moved, 
whilst  the  plebeians  danced  with  an  ex- 
cess of  gesticulation. 

The  dance  of  death  now  began,  the 
flourish  of  wild  music  sounded  at  in- 
tervals. Before  the  altar  was  a  pyra- 
midal green  stone,  ending  in  a  point, 
about  five  spans  high,  on  which  the 
victims  were  laid,  one  after  the  other, 
on  their  backs  to  be  sacrificed.  During 
the  whole  time  perfumes  from  the  in- 
cense  tree,  and  other  fragrant  plants, 
were  burning ; — and  the  groans  of  the 
infants,  for  the  older  persons  seldom 
suffered  a  sigh  even  to  escape  them, 
were  suppressed  by  a  sort  of  low  chant 
from  persons  appointed,  who  all  the 
while  spinning  round,  wounded  their 
flesh  with  lancets  made  of  shells,  and 
spurted  the  blood  upon  the  king's 
feet^.  The  chief  priest,  or  topzlm, 
held  in  one  hand  an  idol  with  green 
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eyet,  saying  to  the  puqxiit,  '*  Tlmii 
your  god/'  He  wore  upon  his  liead 
a  crown  of  green  and  yellow  feathen; 
he  had  his  <^ce  by  inheritance ;  he 
had  gold  rings  with  green  stones  in  his 
ears,  and  under  his  lip»  about  the  middle 
of  his  chin,  a  little  p^  made  of  blue 
stone,  his  &ce  daubed  black.  The 
other  five  priests  wore  wigs  yeiy  auek 
curled,  with  leathern  thiMigs  wmmd 
about  them,  girt  in  the^middle  of  iJit 
head,  and  small  paper  targets  on  the 
forehead.  The  hearts  of  the  sacrificed 
were  presented  to  the  idol.  This  con* 
dusion  of  the  ceremony  was  signified 
to  the  people  without,  who  bowed  and 
shouted,  taking  up  earth  and  strewing 
it  on  their  heads,  whilst  holy  maidens 
brought  cakes  of  wheat,  and  danced 
around  the  temple  with  garlands. 

The  dignified  priests  then  came  forth 
irom  the  temple  one  by  one,  according 
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to  their  rank,  followed  by  a  procession 
bearing  out  the  gods  and  goddesses, 
whom  they  worshipped  in  several 
shapes,  singing  and  dancing  to  the 
sound  of  the  pipe  and  kettle-drum. 

"  So  much,**  said  Ada  Reis,  "  for 
idolators:  why,  I  have  heard  men  in 
my  country  regret  that  paganism  was 
put  an  end  to ;  in  the  name  of  the 
prophet,  Ciulactly,  why  sufier  these 
horrors  to  be  perpetrated  under  pre* 
tence  of  virtue  and  religion  ?** 

"  It  has  always  been  so,**  said  the 
king  mildly;  "  I  know  not  how  to 
change  what  was :  I  walk  in  the  steps 
of  my  fathers  and  grandfathers,  who 
are  awaiting  me  in  the  grave.** 

The  whole  assembly  now  broke  up. 
Many  great  people  ate  a  little  earth, 
and  then  went  to  celebrate  the  solemnity 
at  a  feast  given  by  Ciulactly,  after  which 
the  courtiers  disguised  themselves  like 
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birds^y  butterflies^  firogs^  beetlea^  de« 
lame,  blind,  or  maimed  peraonsp  act 
ing  every  sort  of  bufifoonery  i|i  tk 
public  streets;  and  the  whole  of  the 
ceremonials  ended  with  dancing  and 
complete  intoxication. 

During  aU  these  circumstnnces  maoy 
opportunities  of  effecting  his  piupoa^ 
had  presented  themselves  to  Fkpo  Ts' 
guacan,  of  which  Ada  Reis  was  mudi 
surprised  that  he  had  not  availed  him- 
self. But  it  was  not  amidst  the  tumult 
of  the  multitude,  nor  in  the  abandon- 
ment of  festivity,  nor  when  overwhelm- 
ed with  the  insensibility  of  drunken- 
ness and  sleep,  that  the  blow  was  struck. 
At  mid-day,  when  all  was  tranquil  and 
composed,  in  the  presence  of  his  priests 
and  attendants,  Ciulactly  suddenly  felt 
dead,  without  a  groan.  It  had  been 
urged  with  such  fatal  dexterity,  that 
the  wound  was  instantly  mortal,  and 
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no  one  even  guessed  the  hand  which 
had  given  it,  A  howl  of  despair  waai 
immediately  heard.  The  news  spread 
with  the  utmost  rapidity,  and  thou- 
sands upon  thousands  of  the  inhabit- 
ants crowded  into  the  streets  and 
courts  around  the  palace. 

Ada  Reis  trembled  not,  although  he 
saw  all  eyes  fixed  with  suspicion  upon 
him.  His  circumstances  were  so  despe- 
rate, that  his  care  for  himself,  which 
had  ever  been  his  predominant  passion, 
was  somewhat  diminished ;  yet  still  he 
disliked  both  death  and  pstin:  when 
suddenly  Papo  Taguacan  came  for- 
ward,  proclaimed  himself  the  mur- 
derer,  declared  his  motives  to  his  fel- 
low*citizens,  and  delivered  himself  up> 
withbiit  a  murmur,  to  the  punishment, 
which  he  was  well  aware  immediately 
awaited  him. 
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Tlie  priests  paid  every  cmboMq 
honour  to  their  lost  cacique,  the  nli{ 
of  whose  funeral  are  described  by  Ak 
Reis  with  as  much  minuteness  ss  At 
sacrifice  in  the  temple.  He  was  hida 
state,  and  mourned  for,  twelve  dsji 
Each  brought  and  placed  upon  bii 
grave  that  which  he  loved  and  esteemed 
the  most.  His  trinkets  and  his  tfei* 
sures  were  buried  with  him,  but  notUi 
wives;  after  which  there  waa  no  torture 
they  did  not  practise  upon  Papo  Tagui- 
can,  who  smiled  at  the  agonies  they 
inflicted,  singing  in  triumph  whilst  his 
breath  and  strength  continued,  with 
the  satisfaction  of  having  gratified  his 
revenge;  one  hundred  dogs  were  sa- 
crificed with  him.  The  priest  then 
proclaimed,  from  the  mouth  of  an  idd, 
that  a  descendant  of  the  sun  was 
amongst  them;    and  Ada  Reis  was 
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[claimed  cacique,  and  borne  away 
;he  temple  to  be  crowned,  with  all 
usual  solemnities,  and  amidst  the 
gratulating  shouts  of  the  people. 
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CHAPTER  Xin. 

Upon  his  retum,  Ada  ELds  tfan 
down  in  disgust  the  sceptre,  which  id 
just  been  placed  within  his  grasp.  ''Br 
the  prophet/'  he  said,  ^'  can  man  con- 
descend to  become  the  instrument  llni 
of  deception  and  superstition?  I  am 
neither  good  enough  to  give  up  n^ 
own  passions  and  love  of  independenoe 
for  the  benefit  of  others,  nor  weak 
enough  to  conceive  myself  great,  be- 
cause I  am  considered  so  by  such  as 
these.  Praise,  to  gratify  my  vanity, 
must  come  from  beings,  if  not  supe- 
rior, at  least  equal  to  me ;  and  distinc- 
tion must  be  an  acknowledged  supe- 
riority over  creatures  like  myself^  and 
not  over  those  blinded  by  bigotry  and 
ignorance.   But,  alas!  of  what  can  man 
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on  earth  be  proud ;  if  even  he  be  nlion- 
arch  of  an  enlightened  nation ;  is  it 
not  by  accident  ? — is  it  by  superiority? 
Yet  grant  that  I  were  chosen  an  ab- 
solute king,  by  a  free  and  enlightened 
nation,  what  then  were  the  reward 
of  exertion, — and  what,  after  a  life 
of  toil  and  fatigue,  would  be  my 
fate  ?  Alas !  life  itself  is,  I  find,  after 
all,  but  an  illusion ;— the  gratification 
of  every  passion,  every  feeling,  every 
sentiment,  leaves,  as  the  wisest  of 
men  has  said,  nothing  but  vanity  and 
vexation  of  spirit ;  and  the  whole  pil- 
grimage, though  adorned  for  a  time  by 
hope,  and  rendered  tolerable  by  vanity, 
is  as  a  vain  dream.  Would  1  had  never 
existed !  but  it  is  of  little  moment.  I 
have  lived  and  enjoyed  all  that  it  is 
possible.  I  have  seen  from  pole  to  pole 
all  that  there  is  to  possess ;  every  wish 
o{  my  soul  has  been  gratified  as  it 
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sprung  up  Within  me  I  Now,  then, 
me  die.  Nothing  in  me  is  immoiti 
the  vain  presumptuous  hopes  of  n 
affect  me  not  j  and  if  there  is  no  h 
ven  for  the  frail  sons  of  dust^  Ada  Ri 
at  least,  fears  no  hell.'* 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

It  was  in  vain  that  Ada  Reis  thus 
reasoned ;  he  was  not  only  made  king, 
but  obliged  to  witness  the  most  cruel 
sacrifices  which  celebrated  his  acces-t 
sion.  Cruel  as  he  was,,  the  sight  of 
so  much  severity  disgusted,  though  it 
did  not  touch  him.  He  had  been  for 
a  time  entertained  with  the  knavery, 
the  theft,  the  sluggishness,  the  gross 
superstition  of  his  new  subjects ;  but 
all  his  desire  now  was  to  escape  from 
them.  He  resolved  to  leave  these 
wretched  creatures  and  his  palace,  or 
rather  his  hut,  and  to  return,  if  possi- 
ble, to  civilised  society:  but  he  was  so 
watched  in  all  his  motions  by  his  priests 
and  adherents,  that,  without  making 
use  of  a  stratagem,  he  found  it  difficult 
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to  make  his  escape.  He  therefore  pre* 
tended  sicknessy  and  shut  himself  up 
entirelyin  his  palace  forsei!:eralmonih8: 
during  which  time  he  amused  himself 
in  writing,  with  the  juice  of  a  fruity 
the  remainder  of  his  journal,  venting 
his  rage,  and  execrating  Kabkarra  fixr 
having  deceived  him  in  the  very  fulfil- 
ment of  his  promise. 

But,  unfortunately  for  him,  the 
lower  his  subjects  fell  in  the  opinion 
of  their  sovereign ^  the  higher  he  arose 
in  theirs.  His  obstinate  retirement 
was  considered  as  an  act  of  the  most 
kingly  dignity.  He  became  the  most 
popular  monarch  that  had  ever  reign* 
ed  in  the  country ;  and  when  he  pro- 
ceeded to  have  his  wives  suffocated, 
to  squander  his  treasures,  to  bum  the 
uncouth  figures  which  his  predecesson 
had  venerated,  to.  have  the  priests  m- 
crificed  upon  their  own  altars,  aiid  to 
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issue  edicts  for  numerous  sanguinary 
executions,  the  people  set  no  bounds 
to  their  enthusiastic  attachment  and 
devotion.  They  kept  perpetual  watch 
around  his  palace  in  order  to  obtain  a 
glimpse  of  him,  and  he  saw,  with  deep 
regret,  that  the  more  he  tried  to  alienate 
the  more  he  attached  them ;  and  that 
their  affectionate  vigilance  was  such  as 
to  preclude  every  hope  of  escaping  from 
his  palace  and  his  empire. 

In  this  melancholy  state  he  was  sit- 
ting one  evening  in  his  singular  apart- 
ment, when  he  saw  a  large  spider 
making  a  web ;  and,  strange  as  it  might 
seem,  the  ingenuity  of  the  reptile,  for 
a  moment,  diverted  his  mind  from  his 
own  miserable  situation.  The  spider's 
eager  diligence  and  dexterity  struck 
him  forcibly.  The  web  grew  and  the 
insect  grew.  Its  motions  were  so  rapid, 
its  perseverance  so  great,  that  now  it 
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had  drawn  its  threads  from  one  comer 
of  the  room  to  the  spot  near  which  Ada 
Reis  stood ;  and  now  growing  larger 
and  larger,  its  shining  ^*es  and  grin* 
ning  mouth  became  terrible'  fo  look 
upon :  it  spun  its  threads:  round  and 
round  Ada  Reis ;  it  moved  from  side 
to  side  J  at  length  he  found  himsdf 
caught  like  a  lion  in  its  toils,  and  the 
monstrous  spider  stopped,  staring  at 
him  in  triumph. 

A  laugh  and  a  yell  now  sounded ;  the 
word  Kabkarra  was  pronounced.  Ada 
Reis  started  back  through  the  silken 
web;  then  rushed  forward;  nothing 
impeded  his  course, — ^nor  palace,  nor 
people.  He  foimd  himself  in  a  moun- 
tainous desert,  once  more  at  liberty  to 
pursue  his  own  course.  "  Not  without 
danger  he  climbed  up  the  rocks  of  gra- 
nite, perpendicular  and  impracticable^ 
were  it  not  for  the  large  rock-crj^tals 
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and  feldspars  jutting  out^  uponwhich 
he  could  rest  his  foot:  then  broke  upon 
his  delighted  gaze  the  vast  deserts  of 
Rhiana.  Upon  one  side  the  mountain 
of  Nuraama,  losing  itself  in  tibie  clouds, 
whilst  a  part  of  the  valley,  covered  by 
an  immense  forest,  appeared  upon  the 
other ;  there  it  was  that  he  first  beheld 
the  mouth  of  a  cavern^  like  the  famed 
cavern  of  Ataruipe^:  near  which  it 
seemed  was  the  cemetery  of  a  whole  na- 
tion.  Skeletons  were  carefully  pre- 
served in  baskets  and  urns,  adorned 
with  the  spiral  leaver  of  the  palm,  laid 
side  by  side,  from  the  age  of  infancy 
upwards,  along  a  solitary  valley,  by  the 
banks  of  the  river ;  all  perfect,  all  tran- 
quil; no  names  recorded.  It  was  one 
of  those  nights,  serene  and  fresh,  so 
common  beneath  the  torrid  zone ;  the 
moon,  surrounded  with  colon  red  haloes, 
shone  in  her  fulness,  and  brightened 
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the  borders  of  the  tliick  fog  2®;  the  aro- 
matic smell  from  plants;  the  phosphoric 
light  from  the  millions  of  flies ;  the  palm 
and  sycamore  shaking  their  spiral  leaves 
to  the  breeze,  and  the  roar  of  waters  at 
a  distance. 

As  he  journeyed  on,  he  beheld  be* 
fore  him,  at  some  distance,  past  all 
belief,  Fapo  Taguacan,  whom  he  had, 
with  his  own  eyes,  seen  cut  to  pieces 
and  burnt  He  appeared  lost  in  con- 
templation and  the  deepest  melancholy. 
Upon  approaching  (stranger  stUl)  he 
found  not  the  Indian,  but  one  who  ap- 
peared the  exact  image  of  Condulmar, 
only  very  pale  and  exhausted-  "  Who 
are  you?'*  said  Ada  Reis. 

"  I  stand  alone  upon  earth,**  replied 
Condulmar.  "  I  have  caused  the  death 
of  every  thing  dear  to  me ;  and  thou, 
lovely  flower  of  this  fair  world, — Fior- 
monda  !*' 
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"  Is  it  possible?'*  exclaimed  Ada 
Reis ;  "  do  I  see  Condulmar  before 
me  r 

As  he  approached  to  embrace  his 
friend,  the  stranger  grew  taller  and 
taller,  and  every  moment  more  and 
more  terrific  in  appearance.  A  voice, 
hoarse  and  terrible,  pronounced  the 
name  of  Ada  Reis;  whilst  edd3dng 
waters  rushing  round,  stunned  him 
with  their  noise.  And  now  Ada  Reis 
scarcely  saw  any  thing,  when  again 
suddenly  he  beheld  upon  the  summit 
of  that  vast  pile  of  granite,  laughing 
wildly,  Kabkarra.  "  Ha ! .  Is  it  you  ?" 
said  he,  advancing  fiercely,  to  destroy 
him. 

But  Kabkarra,  waving  him  off,  hailed 
him  as  a  monarch  i  and  taunted  him, 
one  by  one,  with  the  long  catalogue  of 
his  iniquities,  saying,  at  the  mention 
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of  each  new  crime,  *'  And  for  this  dost 
thou  not  deserve  a  reward  ?** 

"  Where  is  my  child  ?**  said  Adi 
Reis  eagerly,  **  say,  at  least,  where  is 
my  innocent  child  ?** 

^*  Innocent !"  said  Kabkarra,  scorn- 
fully :  '^  she  is  the  mistress  of  a  kingi 
nay,  holds  an  empire,  and  wears  like 
thee  a  crown." 

Ada  Reis,  whose  impatience  knev 
no  bounds,  and  whose  curiosity  was 
painfully  excited,  now  gave  vent  to  the 
violence  of  his  temper,  uttering  impre- 
cations upon  the  whole  visible  and  in- 
visible race,  ending  his  rage  by  kneel- 
ing down  and  saying,  "  Restore  me  to 
my  child,  and  I  will  be  your  slave.*' 

*'  You  are  my  slave  already,"  said 
Kabkarra,  taking  from  Ada  Reis's  head 
the  golden  crown  and  high  black 
plumes  with  which  his  new  subjects 
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0  had  adorned  it,  and  laughing  wildly  as 
'   he  leaned  back  against  one  of  the  vast 

1  piles  of  granite  above  the  roaring  ca- 
i   taracts,  "  Know  you  the  name  of  this 

cave?  Bocca  Inferno,  the  Spaniard 
calls  it ;  and  here  we  will  remain,  rash 
mortal,  whilst  I  inform  you  who  and 
what  I  am;  for  you  know  me  not, 
although  from  a  child  you  have  sought 
me,  conversed  with  me,  and  seen  me 
every  day." 

Ada  Reis  threw  himself  at  Kab- 
karra's  feet,  and,  all  eagerness  to  hear, 
leant  forward  in  a  still  and  thoughtful 
attitude.  Kabkarra's  eyes  glared  upon 
the  wild  scene  before  himffand  clapping 
his  hands  when  he  began,  he  bade  the 
marimondas  and  the  birds  cease  their 
clatter,  and  like  the  grey  crocodile  ^^, 
whose  dim  eyes  were  fixed  upon  him, 
be  silent  whilst  he  spoke. 
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Note  1,  page  4. 
Wiik  their  mules  and  runa  Uamas. 
In  the  parts  of  this  country,  which  are  neither 
taken  up  by  mountains  or  forests,  only  tame 
animals  are  met  with ;  whence  it  is  probable, 
that  formerly  the  native  species  were  but  very 
few ;  most  of  these  having  been  introduced  by 
the  Spaniards,  except  the  llamas,  to  which  the 
Indians  added  the  name  of  runa,  to  denote  an 
Indian  sheep,  that  beast  being  now  under- 
stood by  the  runa  llama;  though,  properly, 
llama  is  a  general  name,  importii^  beast,  in 
oppontion  to  the  human  species:*  This  ani- 
mal, in  several  particulars,  resembles  the  ca- 
mel, as  in  the  shape  of  its  neck,  head,  and 
some  other  parts;  but  has  no  bunch,  and  is 
much  smaller ;  cloven-footed,  and  diiSerent  in 
colour ;  for  though  most  of  them  are  brown, 
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some  are  white,  othets  falack,  nd  odm  of 
different  colours :  its  pace  n'wrnHw  datoft 
camel,  and  its  height  equal  to  that  dmm 
betwixt  a  year  and  two  years  old.  Theb 
dians  use  them  as  beasts  of  carriage;  anddq 
answer  very  well  for  any  load  under  ahundrel 
weight  They  chiefly  abound  in  the  jb» 
diction  of  Biobambay  there  being  scarce  tf 
Indian  who  has  not  one  for  canying  on  1b 
litde  traffic  from  one  village  to  another. 

Anciently  the  Indians  used  to  eat  the  SA 
of  them,  and  still  continue  to  make  thatiff 
of  those  who  are  past  labour.    Tbey  aay  that 
is  no  different  between  it  and  mutton,  csnft 
tliat  tlie  former  is  something  sweeter.    It  in 
very  docile  creature,  and   easily  kept    Its 
whole  defence  is  to  eject  from  its  nostrils  soot 
viscosities,  which  are  said  to  give  the  itch  to 
any  on  which  they  fall ;  so  that  the  IndiaDii 
who  firmly  believe  this,  are  very  cautious  of 
provoking  the  llama.  —  Don   Antonio  hk 
Ulloa'*8  Voyage  to  South  Americoj  voL  l 
p.  478. 
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Note  %  page  7* 
She  was  called  at  times  the  kebbiera. 
^^  Kebbiera^  means  greatest,  grandest;  as, 
^  Xiilla  Kebbiera,^  the  greatest  leidyy  or  prm« 
aees. — Tully's  Tripciy. 

Note  3,  page  9* 
The  most  valued  and  precious  of  plants^  the 

chirimoya. 
The  chirimoya  is  universally  allowed  to  be 
he  most  delicious  of  any  known  fruit,  eitha* 
>f  India  or  Europe.  Its  dimensions  are  va- 
rious, being  from  one  to  five  inches  in  dia- 
meter. Its  figure  is  imperfectly  round,  bdng 
iatted  towards  the  stalk,  where  it  fotmsa 
pud  of  navel ;  but  all  the  other  part  id  nearly 
»rcular.  It  is  covered  with  a  thin  «)ft  shell, 
i>ut  adhering  so  dosely  to  the  pulp,  as  not  to 
l3e  separated  without  a  knife.  The  outward 
^oeXj  during  its  growth,  is  of  a  ddrk  green, 
but  on  attaining  lits  full  maturity,  becomes 
90mewhat  lighter.  This  coat  is  variegated 
with  prominent  veins,  forming  a  kind  of  net- 
work all  over  it.  The  pulp  is  white,  inter- 
mixed with  several  almost  imperceptible  fibres# 
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concentrating  in  the  oorey  whidi  eitendt  btm 
the  hollow  of  the  excreaoenoe  to  the  oppoaie 
sade.    As  they  have  their   origin  near  dK 
former,  ao  in  that  part  they  are  hngcr  mi 
more  distinct     The  flesh  odntains  a  kip 
<)uantity  of  jiuce  resembling  honey,  and  its 
taste  sweet,  mixed  with  gentle  add,  but  of  i 
most  exquisite  flavour.    The  seeds  are  formed 
in  several  {larts  of  the  flesh,  and  are  about 
seven  lines  in  length,  and  three  or  four  in 
breadth.    They  are  also  somewhat  flat,  and 
sutuated  longitudinally. 

The  tree  is  higli  and  tufted,  the  stem  large 
and  rounds  but  with  scmie  inequalities ;  full  of 
elliptic  leaves,  terminating  in  a  point.  The 
length  is  about  three  inches  and  a  half,  and 
the  breadtli  two,  or  two  and  a  half.  But  what 
is  very  remarkable  in  this  tree  is,  that  it  every 
year  slieds  and  renews  its  leaves.  The  blossom, 
in  which  is  tlie  embryo  of  the  tnut^  differs 
very  little  from  the  leaves  in  colour,  which  is 
a  darkish  green.  It  resembles  a  caper  in 
figure,  but  somewhat  larger,  and  composed  of 
four  }x?tals.  It  is  far  from  being  beautiful, 
but  this  deficiency  is  abundantly  supplied  by 
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its  incomparable  fragrancy.  This  tree  is  ob- 
served  to  be  very  parsimonious  in  its  blossoms^ 
producing  only  such  as  would  rip^  into  fruits, 
did  not  the  extravagant  passbn  of  the  ladies 
for  the  excellence  of  the  odour  induce  them  to 
purchase  the  blossoms  at  any  rate. — ^Ulloa's 
Voyage^  p.  298. 

Note  4,  page  13. 
AtCalkuK 
Being  at  length  arrived  at  Lima,  the  vice- 
roy proceeds,  as  it  were  incognito,  to  Callao, 
about  two  leagues  and  a  half  distant.  In  this 
place  he  is  received  and  acknowledged  by  one 
of  the  ordinary  alcaldes  of  Lima,  appointed 
for  that  purpose,  and  also  by  the  military 
officers.  He  is  lodged  in  the  viceroy^s  palace 
at  that  place,  which,  on  this  occasion,  is  stored 
with  astonishing  magnificence.  The  next  day 
all  the  courts,  secular  and  ecclesiastical,  wait 
on  him  from  Lima,  and  he  receives  them 
under  a  canopy,  in  the  following  order: — 
The  audiencia,  the  chamber  of  accounts,  the 
cathedral  chapter,  the  magistracy,  the  con- 
sulado^  the  inquisition,  the  tribunal  de.  Cru- 

VOL.  II.  o 
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uda,  the  superiore  of  the  rdiffooB  cnden^tk 
ooUcgefi,  and  other  penons  of  ^mim^n^^  Oi 
UiiM  (lay  the  judges  attend  the  yioaaj  to  m 
entertainment,  ^ven  by  the  akalde;  andiD 
|M*r8onB  of  note  take  a  pride  in  doing  the  Eke 
tc>  his  attendant8.<-*ULLOA'9  ^P^oge^  voL  a 
p.  4«. 

Note  5,  page  14. 
Accompanying  him  thai  evening  to  the  theatre. 
At  Colloo,  at  night,  there  is  a  play,  to 
which  the  bdies  and  others  are  ii^mirtiK< 
veiled,  and  in  their  usual  dress,  to  see  the 
new  viceroy. — Ulloa's  Voyage^  voL  iL  p.  4& 

Note  6,  page  16. 
Mottastety  of  Mont-serrat. 
See  Ulloa's   Voyage  to  South   Americth 
vol.  ii.  p,  49. 

Note  7,  j)age  17. 

7W  ordinary  alcaldes. 

The  corporation  of  Lima  consists  of  re- 

gidores  or  aldermen,  an  alferez  real  or  sheiiff^ 

and  two  alcaldes  or  royal  judges;  all  being 
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noblemen  of  the  first  distinotibn  in  the  city. 
These  have  the  direction  al  the  police,  and 
the  ordinary  administration  of  justice.  The 
alcaldes  preside  alternately  every  month;  for 
by  a  particular  privilege  of  this  dty,  the  juris- 
diction  of  its  corrigidor  extends  only  to  the 
Indians. — Ulloa^s  Voyage^  vol.  ii.  p.  44. 

Note  8,  page  17. 
His  horse,  a  magmficefU  steed  from  Chili, 
C^est  du  Royaimie  de  ChiK  que  wai  venus 
ces  fameux  cheveaiix,  et  oes  mules,  qui  courent 
sibien.  Touscesanimauxdcnventleurorigine 
aux  premiers  qu^on  transporta  d^Espagna  en 
Am^rique;  mms  il  £aut  avou^,  qu^aujour* 
d'^hui  ceux  de  Chili  sont  sup6rieurs,  non  seule* 
ment  k  tons  ceux  des  Indes,  mais  mSme  h  ceux 
d^Espagne.  II  se  peut  bien  que  les  premiers, 
qu^on  apporta  en  Am6Hque,  fussent  coureurs, 
pub  qu^on  en  voit  encore  beaucoup  en  Espagne 
qui  le  sont ;  mais  je  suis  persuad6  qu^on  a  eu 
plus  de  soin  de  conserver  les  races  en  Am^rique 
que  chez  nous,  et  qu^on  n''a  point  xakM  les 
coureurs  avec  les  troteurs,  puis  qu'^ils  sont  in- 
finiment  plus  parfaits,  et  que  marchant  k  c6te 

0% 
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(Tune  autre  dieyal^  Ss  oat  PamliidQii  de  k 
vouloir  jamais  <&tre  devanc^,  et  gatoppot 
d*une  telle  vitesse,  que  le  cavalier  ne  sent  pi 

la  moindre  a^tation les  pluB  beaux  Mt 

envoy^s  k  Lima,  pour  les  persannes  les  pin 
distingu^es  de  cette  ville. — Ffiifage  au  Pom, 
par  Don  Geobge  Jitan,  liv.  ii«  chap.  v.  p.  41. 

Note  9,  page  51. 
And  little  feet  adorned  with  diamumds. 
One  particular  oa  which  the  women  hen 
extremely  value  themaelvesy  is  the  me  of  their 
feet, — a  small  foot  being  esteemed  one  of  the 
chief  beauties;  and  this  is  the  principal  fiiult 
they  generally  find  with  the  Spanish  ladies, 
who  have  much  larger  feet  than  those  of  Linuu 
From  their  infancy  they  are  accustomed  to 
wear  straight  shoes,  that  their  feet  may  not  be 
sujSered  to  grow  beyond  the  size  they  esteem 
beautiful ;  some  of  them  do  not  exceed  five 
inches  and  a  half,  or  ^  inches  in  length,  and 
in  women  of  a  small  stature  they  are  still  less. 
Their  shoes  have  little  or  no  sole,  one  piece  of 
cordovan  serving  both  for  that  and  the  upper 
leather,  and  of  an  equal  breadth  and  roundness 
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at  the  toe  and  heel,  so  as  to  form  a  sort  otlong 
figure  of  eight;  but  the  foot  not  oomplymg 
with  this  figure,  brings  it  to  a  greater  regu* 
larity.  These  shoes  are  always  fastened  with 
diamond  buckles,  or  something  very  brilliant, 
in  proportion  to  the  ability  of  the  wearer, 
being  worn  less  perhaps  for  use  than  orna- 
ment ;  for  the  shoes  are  made  in  such  a  manner 
that  they  never  loosen  of  themselves,  nor  do 
the  buckles  hinder  thdr  being  taken  off.  It 
is  unusual  to  set  these  buckles  with  pearls;  a 
particular  to  be  accounted  for,  only  from  their 
being  so  lavish  of  them,  in  the  other  ornaments 
of  dress,  as  to  consider  them  as  of  too  little 
value.— Ulloa's  Voyage,  vol.  ii.  p.  60. 

Note  10,  page  101. 
In  the  chase. 
Hunting  is  the  only  diversion  of  the  country ; 
a  stranger  at  first  would  consider  their  extreme 
ardour  as  rashness,  ull  he  sees  persons  of  the 
greatest  prudence  joining  in  them,  trusting 
entirely  to  their  horses.  The  horses  do  not 
(vait  for  the  riders  to  animate  them;  they  set 
forward  full  speed  at  the  shouts  of  the  hunts- 
men, and  cries  of  the  dogs.     Then  it  will  be 
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prudent  in  the  rider  to  give  him  his  way,  and 
at  the  same  time  to  let  him  feel  the  spur  to 
cany  him  over  the  precipices.  These  horses 
arc  called  parameros ;  their  usual  pace  is  trot' 
ting.  There  is  another  spedes  equally  re^ 
markable  for  their  swiftness  and  secority, 
called  aquilillas ;  though  they  only  pace,  they 
equal  the  longest  trot  of  others,  and  seme  of 
them  are  so  fleet  that  no  other  horse  can  equal 
them  at  full  gallop.  I  once  was  master  of  on^ 
of  this  kind,  and  which  often  carried  me  in 
twenty  minutes  from  Callao  to  Lima,  which 
is  two  measured  leagues  and  a  half,  and  in 
twenty-eight  minutes  brought  me  back,  with- 
out ever  taking  off  the  bridle.  The  pace  of 
the  aquiliUas  is  by  lifting  up  the  fore  and  hind 
leg  of  the  same  side  at  once,  but  instead  of 
putting  the  hinder  foot  in  the  place  where  the 
forefoot  was,  as  is  the  usual  way  of  pacing 
horses,  they  advance  it  farther,  equal  to  that 
on  the  contrary  side,  or  beyond  it;  thus  in 
each  motion  they  advance  twice  the  space  of 
the  common  horses. — See  Voyage  to  Soutk 
America^  by  Don  Geoege  Ivan  and  Dos 
Antonio  de  Ulloa,  vol.  i.  p.  477. 
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Note  11,  page  109* 
A  rdile  de  pigeon. 

A  style  of  dress  for  the  hair,  once  in  fashion 
at  Paris,  as  was  the  repentir,  the  d^sesper^ ; 
and  also  the  colours,  gris  de  souris  effray^, 
ventre  de  la  r^e,  &c.  For  these  consult 
Hypolite,  Le  Page,  and  Rigolet. 

As  for  the  French — Coup  de  Vent  was  bom 
in  Paris.— The  translator  of  the  MS.  and  the 
printer  are  alone  guilty  of  the  numberless 
little  errors  made  as  to  gender,  terminations, 

&Cr  &c. 

Note  IS,  page  128. 
At  that  hour  the  fair  and  beautiful  citjf  of 

Limak 
On  the  28th  of  October,  1746,  at  half  an 
hour  after  ten  at  night,  five  hours  and  three 
quaiters  before  the  full  of  the  moon,  the  con- 
cusuoiis  began  with  such  violence,  that  in  little 
mtirethan  three  minutes,  the  greatestpart,  if  not 
all  the  buildings,  great  and  small,  iii  the  whble 
city  were  destroyed,  burying  under  their  niins 
those  inhabitants  who  had  not  made  sufficient 
haste  into  the  streets  and  squares ;  the  only 
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places  of  safety  in  these  teniUe  ccmvulflioDsof 
nature. 

At  length  the  honihle  effects  of  tUs  fint 
shock  ceased ;  but  the  tranquillity  was  of  dvit 
duration,  concussions  returning  with  such  fie- 
quent  repetitions^  that  the  inhabitants^  boobA 
ing  to  the  account  sent  of  it,  computed  5MX)  in 
the  first  twenty-four  hours. 

The  fort  of  Callao,  at  the  veiy  same  boor 
sunk  into  ruins;  but  what  it  suflfered  firom  the 
earthquake  in  its  buildings  was  incoiuddenUe^ 
when  compared  to  the  terrible  catastrophe  that 
followed ;  for  the  sea,  as  is  usual  on  sudi  oc- 
casions, receding  to  a  considerable  difftsp^^j 
returned  in  mountainous  waves,  foaming  with 
a^tation,  and  suddenly  turned  Callao  and  the 
neighbouring  country  into  a  sea.  This  was 
not,  however,  totally  performed  by  the  first 
swell  of  the  waves,  for  the  sea  retiring  further, 
returned  with  still  more  impetuosity,  the  stu- 
pendous water  covering  both  the  walls  and 
other  buildings  of  the  place ;  so  that  whatever 
had  escaped  the  first,  was  now  totally  over* 
whelmed  by  those  terrible  moimtains  of  waves, 
and  nothing  renudncd  except  a  piece  of  the 
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wall  of  the  fort  of  Santa  Cruz,  as  a  memorial 
of  this  terrible  devastation.  There  were  then 
33  ships  and  vessels,  great  and  small,  in  the 
harbour,  of  which  19  were  absolutely  sunk; 
and  the  other  four,  amongst  which  was  a  fri- 
gate called  St.  Firmin,  carried  by  the  force  of 
the  waves  to  a  considerable  distance  up  the 
covmtry. 

This  terrible  inundation  extended  to  other 
ports  on  the  coast,  as  Cavallas  and  Guanape ; 
and  the  towns  of  Chancay,  GUara,  and  the 
valleys  Delia  Baranca,  Sape,  and  Pativilca, 
underwent  the  same  fate  as  the  city  of  Lima. 
The  number  pf  persons  who  perished  in  the 
ruin  of  that  dty,  before  the  31st  of  the  same 
month  of  October,  according  to  the  bodies 
found,  aiAounted  to  1300,  besides  the  maimed 
and  wounded,  many  of  whom  only  lived  a  short 
time  in  torture. — Ulloa's  Voyage^  vol.  i. 
p.  84. 

Note  13,  page  131. 
Many  miles  forward  upon  the  land. 
See  Ulloa'^s  Vqyagey  vol.  ii.  p.  85. 
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Note  14,  page  132. 
Even  to  the  power  qfthe  Incas. 
All  the  Indinns  of  Auraca,  Tucapd,  and 
others  inhabiting  the  more  southern  parts  of 
the  banks  of  the  river  Biobio,  and  also  thoee 
who  live  near  the  CordiUera,  have  hitherto 
eluded  all  attempts  made  for  reducuig  them 
under  the  Spanish  government.  For  in  tins 
boundless  country,  as  it  may  be  called,  when 
strongly  pushed,  they  abandon  thdr  huts,  and 
retire  into  the  more  ^tistant  part  of  the  king- 
dom, where  being  joined  by  other  nations, 
they  return  in  such  numbers,  that  all  resist- 
ance would  be  temerity,  and  again  take  pos- 
session of  their  former  habitations. — Ulloa's 
Voyage^  vol.  ii.  p.  282. 

Note  15,  page  134. 
Their  mealy  matalotage  and  maize. 
The  common  food  of  the  Indians,  as  we 
have  before  observed,  is  maize,  made  into 
camcha  or  mote,  and  macha :  the  manner  of 
preparing  the  latter  is  to  roast  the  maize,  and 
then  reduce  it  to  a  flour,  and  this  without  any 
other  apparatus  or  ingredient,  they  eat  by 
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spoonfuls;  two  or  three  of  which,  and  a 
draught  of  chica,  or,  when  that  is  wanting,  of 
water,  completes  their  repast  When  they  set 
out  on  a  journey,  their  whole  viaticum  is  a 
little  bag,  which  they  call  gueri-ta,  full  of  this 
meal,  and  a  spoon :  this  siiffioes  for  a  journey 
of  fifty  or  a  hundred  leagues.  When  hungry, 
they  stop  at  some  place  were  chica  is  to  be 
had,  or  at  some  water;  where,  after  taking  a 
spoonful  of  their  meal  into  their  mouth,  they 
keep  it  some  time,  in  order  more  easily  to 
swallow  it,  and  with  two  or  three  such  spoon- 
fuls, well  diluted  with  chica,  or,  if  that  is  not 
to  be  had,  with  water,  they  set  forward  as 
cheerfully  as  if  risen  from  a  feast. — UlloaV 
Voyage^  vol.  i.  p.  424. 

Note  16,  page  187. 
Brought  the  vi'^ahua. 
The  vijahua  is  a  leaf  generally  five  feet  in 
length,  and  two  and  a  half  in  Inreadth.  They 
grow  wild,  and  without  any  stem.  The  prin- 
cipal rib  in  the  middle  is  between  four  and  five 
lines  in  breadth,  but  all  the  other  parts  of  the 
leaf  are  perfectly  90ft  and  smooth,  with  a  very 
fine  white  and  viscid  down.    Besides  the  com- 
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mon  use  of  it  in  covering  houses,  it  also  aarm' 
for  packing  up  salt,  fish,  and  otlier  goods  mi 
to  the  mountains,  as  it  secures  them  fiomAe 
rain.  They  are  also,  in  these  desert  plicflt 
of  singular  use  for  running  up  huts  on  oj 
exigency. — Ulloa'^s  Voyage,  tqL  L  p.  224^ 

Note  17,  page  141. 
Of  the  great  Mtnranon. 
See  Ulloa,  vol.  i.  379. 

Note  18,  page  144.     . 
AU  had  tails,  which  they  xva^ed  whenpleasdi 
and  turned  dcwn  whenjrightened. 

Copied  from  p.  31  of  Moeurs  des  SauotEga, 
by  Le  P.  Lafitau. 

Ada  Reis  might  possibly  have  met  with 
such  a  race  as  is  described  by  £upheniiiiSi 
Pausanias  says,  that  anxious  to  know  whether 
there  were  really  any  satyrs,  and  of  what  na- 
ture they  were,  he  had  interrogated  several 
travellers  upon  that  head,  although  hitherto 
in  vain ;  but,  at  length,  a  certain  Euphemus^ 
a  carrier,  had  assured  him,  that  when  sailing 
towards  the  coast  of  Italy,  a  violent  storm  had 
sent  his  vessel  far  away  to  the  extremities  of 
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\he  ocean,  where,  he  said,  they  found  islands 
inhabited  by  savages,  ^f  Dont  la  chair  est 
Jbrt  rouge&tre  et  qui  ont  des  queues,  les 
quelles  ne  sont  pas  moindres  que  ceUes  des 
phevaux.^  This  account,  continues  the  P^re 
L«afitau,  appears  to  me  to  be  assez  vraisem^ 
Nablej  and  the  description  of  these  islanders 
agrees  entirely  with  the  description  of  the 
Caraibes,  who  were  masters  of  the  Antilles, 
from  whence  the  greatest  part  have,  in  later 
times,  been  driven  by  the  Europeans.  The 
flesh  of  this  people  is  red.  ^^  Et  c^est  moins  un 
effet  du  climat  que  imagination,  des  m^res 
qui  trouvant  de  la  beaut6  dans  cette  couleur 
Iji  transmettent  k  leur  fruit.'*'  It  is  also,  which 
the  Pere  mentions,  red  by  art,  as  they  are 
painted  every  day  with  the  rocou,  and  thus 
appear  of  the  colour  of  blood ;  as  to  the  tails, 
which  the  sailors  maintained  that  they  beheld, 
it  was  the  effect  of  terror,  which  made  them 
take 

Des  queues  postiches^  pour  des  queues  rdelles. 

And  almost  all  the  uncivilized  nations  of  Ame- 
rica ^ve  themselves  that  ornament;  in  par- 
ticular, when  they  are  going  to  war. 
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N<yte  19»  page  149. 

The  zumbadore,  or  hummery  is  a  mg^tUai 
peculiar  to  the  moimtaiiious  deaerta^  and  dq 
are  seldom  seen,  though  fieqoently  heoi 
both  by  their  singing  and  a  strange  humniig 
made  in  the  air  by  the  rafudity  of  their  tf^ 
and  which  may  be  heard  at  the  diatiBoe  of 
fifty  toises;  and  when  near  is kNiderdumtihit 
of  a  rocket  Their  singing  may  indeed  be 
called  a  kind  of  cry,  resembling  that  of  night- 
Inrds.  In  moonlight  mghts,  when  they  moR 
frequently  make  their  appearanee,  we  hfte 
often  watched  to  see  their  aze  and  the  cdttity 
of  their  motion,  and  though  they  passed  TOf 
near  us,  we  were  never  able  to  farm  any  ides 
of  their  magnitude,  all  which  we  could  see  vas 
a  white  line  formed  in  the  air,  and  this  was 
plainly  perceivable  when  at  no  great  '^V**™^- 

This  being  a  very  particular  Inrd,  in  order 
to  gratify  our  curioaty,  we  promised  the  In- 
dians a  reward  if  they  would  procure  us  one; 
but  all  they  could  do  was  to  get  a  voung  coc, 
scarce  fledged^  tliough  it  was  then  of  the  siie 
of  a  partridiro,  and  all  over  speckled  with  dark 
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and  light  brown;  the  bill  was  proportionate 
.  and  straight ;  the  aperture  of  the  nostrils  much 
M  larger  than  usual,  the  tail  small,  and  the  wings 
IP  of  a  proper  size  for  the  body.  According  to 
^  the  Indians,  it  is  with  the  nostrils  that  it  makes 
4  tnich  a  loud  humming.  This  may,  in  some 
I  measure,  contribute  to  it ;  but  the  effect  seems 
^  tnuch  too  great  for  such  an  instrument,  espe- 
I  cially  as  at  the  time  of  the  humming  it  also 
I     uses  its  voice. — ^Ulloa's  Voyage,  vol.  i.  p.  476. 

Note  20,  page  151. 
Calitamani, 
Le  dernier  chainon  de  ces  montagnes  auquel 
les  naturels  donnent  le  nom  de  Calitamini,  nous 
parut  au  coucher  du  soleil  comme  une  masse 
rougefttre  ardente.  Cette  apparence  est  chaque 
jour  la  mSme.  Personne  ne  s^est  jamais  ap- 
proch6  de  cette  montagne,  son  ^cl^t  singulier 
nait  peut-etre  du  jeu  des  reflets  produits  par 
le  talc  ou  le  schiste  rmcjsuci.^^Tableau  de  la 
Nature. 
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Note  21,  page  159. 
IMce  the  one  at  Mexico* 
The  Mexicans  being  so  very  exact  in  all  le- 
li^ous  observances  beyond  all  others  in  dnt 
new  world,  either  to  show  the  multitude  d 
.sacrifices  they  offered  to  their  goda^  or  tokeq) 
in  their  minds  the  remembrance  of  deaths  to 
which  all  men  are  subject;  they  had  a  chamel 
of  the  skulls  of  men  taken  in  war,  and  saoi- 
ficed,  which  was  without  the  temple^  and- op- 
posite to  the  great  gate,  above  a  stone's  tlnow 
from  it,  in  shape  like  a  theatre,  longer  than  it 
was  broad,  strong,  and  built  with  lime  and 
stone,  with  steps,  on  which  the  heads  woe  set 
between  the  stones,  the  teeth  outwards.  At  the 
head  and  foot  of  the  theatre  were  two  towers^ 
made  only  of  lime  and  skulls,  and  having  no 
stone  or  other  material,  at  least  not  to  be  seen ; 
they  were  very  strange  to  behold,  being  dread- 
ful, and  at  the  same  time  a  good  memorial 
death  appearing   which  way  soever  a  num 
turned  his  eyes.     At  the  top  of  the  theatre, 
which  much  adorned  the  charnel,  there  were 
sixty  or  more  long  poles,  about  four  or  five 
spans  asunder,  to  which  were  fixed,  from  the 
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top  to  the  bottom,  as  many  sticks  as  the  hei^t 

could  contain,  in  the  form  of  $U  Andrew^s 

^    crosses,  witli  heads  or  skulls  placed  between 

g    all  those  intervals,  and  made  fast  at  the  tcm- 

^    pies*    The  number  was  so  great,  that  Gomara, 

who  had  it  from  Andrew  de  Tapia  and  Gon-' 

,    zalo  de  Umbria,  two  persons  that  took  the 

,     pains  to  count  them,  tells  us,  they  amounted 

to  above  one  hundred  and  thirty  thousand 

skulls,  besides  those  that  were  in  the  towers, 

'  which  they  could  not  count;  and  the  said 

Gomara  condemns  this  practice,  in  regard  that 

they  were  the  heads  of  men  sacrificed,  as  being 

the  effect  of  so  cruel  a  cause,  as  was  the  killing 

so  many  innocent  persons ;  and  he  is  in  the 

right,  for,  had  they  been  the  heads  of  men  that 

had  died  a  natural  death,  it  was  commendable 

to  expose  them  to  public  view,  to  put  the 

living  in  mind  of  their  end.     They  were  so 

careful  to  keep  them  continually  ranged  in 

their  prc^r  order,  that  there  were  persons 

appcnnted  to  set  up  others,  whensoever  any 

happened  to  drop  out,  which,  according  to 

their  superstition,  they  looked  upon  as  a  re- 
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i'^^-^ou-.iHHbLt?,':^  -bodied* 

'^^°*-,  but  that  Cr*^^  ««»*«*■ 
2^  «'  ""Other  «.«.  i2„7r^  ^«Ser,  no«..  ^ 

*^''  '^d  they  ^7^*  **"*  of  p^-  fo 

««»>  ^th  the  i  T^  °°^^  «fter  hVT'iS 
tezi.n,  greatest  care  ,•«.     •        •'^  ""^ 

^^^"^awentoftenertoZr^'^*^    M. 
others,  to  see  rt     l-  *°"se  tli«,  . 
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'WBA  in  the  right,  for  there  are  still  here- 
*^xits  more  and  better  birds  than  in  any 
^er  part  of  the  world.  In  this  house  there 
^re  many  upper  rooms,  and  in  them  men, 
^men,  and  children,  all  with  white  eyes  and 
Miir,  aa  has  been  seen  in  Spain ;  and,  what  is 
Post  admired,  in  a  town  called  Pocol,  in  New 
Balicia,  a  child  wa«  bom,  being  the  son  of  a 
Uack  man  and  woman,  all  of  him  as  white  as 
mow.  They  said  that  there  were  some  so 
irfaite  in  Guinea,  that  their  children  were  black 
ike  their  grandfathers.  It  was  very  extraor- 
linary  to  have  any  such  born  in  New  Spain, 
lecause  all  the  other  natives  are  of  the  colour 
tf  bcnled  quinces.  In  another  apartment  there 
nrere  dwarfs,  crooked  people,  some  of  whom  it 
IS  reported  were  purposely  so  deformed  in 
ilieir  infancy,  alleging  that  it  became  a  great 
monarch  to  have  such  things  as  were  not  to 
\}e  found  elsewhere.  Every  sort  of  dwarfs  or 
3ther  monsters,  were  kept  apart,  with  people 
'x>  look  after  them.  In  the  lower  rooms  there 
ivere  many  strong  cages  or  pens;  in  some  there 
Mrere  lions,  in  others  tigers,  in  others  bears,  in 
others  leopards,  and  in  others  wolves.     In 
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short,  all  wNTta  of  four-footed  beasts,  only  tint 
Motoxuiiia  might  be  said  to  be  so  great,  tht 
lio  had  all  sorts  of  vnld  beasts  shut  up  in  Us 
houiio.     In  otlier  rooms  there  were  vast  ffsH 
jant  of  water,  in  which  they  fed  and  kqrt 
siuikos«  alligators,  vipers,  lizards,  and  sopeDti 
of  sicvoral  sorts,  so  fierce  and  vencxnous.that 
the  wry  sight  was  fin^tful.     The  Urds  of 
|HVY  were  in  another  apartment  about  tbe 
court,  aiul  in  strong  cages,  upon  perches;  hebg 
of  all  si^Hls,  as  lioblnes,  sparrow-hawks,  kites, 
vulturos,  goshawks,  ten  or  twelve  sorts  of  fiit 
ixHUk  several  sorts  of  eagles,  and  among  than 
tifty  much  bigger  than  the  largest  in  Spain, 
eacii  of  which  ^*ouId  eat  a  cock  with  a  cn^ 
wliich  juv  verv  large  birds.    These  eagles  were 
asiuuler«  ami  lUl  of  these  birds  were  every  day 
alloweil  five  hundred  of  these  cocks,  having 
thn.v  hundreil  men  to  attend  them.     There 
wore  many  birds  in  this  apartment  which  the 
Spanianis  knew  nothing  of.     They  gave  the 
snakes  the  blood  of  persons  sacrificed,  which 
they  licked ;   they  had  likewise  part  of  the 
fleshy  which  was  also  eaten  by  the  alligators. 
The  Spaniards  were  very  well  pleased  to  see 
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,such  variety  of  birds,  so  many  fierce  wild 
beasts  and  serpents ;  though  they  did  not  hke 
to  hear  their  hissings  the  horrid  roaring  of  the 
lions,  the  dismal  howling  of  the  wolves,  the 
disagreeable  cries  of  the  leopards  and  tigers, 
and  the  dreadful  noise  of  the  other  creatures, 
which  they  made  either  through  hunger,  or 
because  they  were  not  at  liberty  to  practise 
their  savage  tempers. — History  of  America^  by 
A.  DE  Hebrera,  p.  348,  349^  350. 

Note  24,  page  165. 
Tigersj  alligators^  and  other  wild  beasts. 
Many  of  them,  by  way  of  gallantry,  or  to  look 
fierce,  had  their  heads  thrust  into  heads  of 
tigers,  lions,  alligators,  or  ether  wild  creatures; 
and  on  their  right  arm  or  shoulders  they  wore 
some  badge  of  gold,  silver,  or  feathers. — 
Herrera^s  Voyage  to  America,  vol.  ii.  p.  343. 

Note255  page  166. 

Bags  of  vermin. 

The  house  the  Spaniards  were  quartered  in 

being  extraordinary  large,  Alonzo  de  Ojeda 

walking  about  several  rooms,  found  in  one  of 
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them  many  sacks,  about  half  a  yard  1ob|,I 
and  tied  up  very  doae.  He  took  one  oft 
which  he  carried  out,  and  opening  it 
several  of  his  conurades,  saw  it  was  fuUofI 
which  he  affirms  is  (sertainly  true;  so 
quickly  tied  it  up  again,  much  adnmngi 
the  meaning  of  it.  They  told  Cortes, 
asked  Marina  and  Aguilar  about  it  1^1 
answered,  that  all  persons  were  so  suboD«ii| 
to  the  king,  that  those  who  through  atim 
poverty  or  sickness  could  not  pay  taxes  to  lk| 
king,  were  obliged  to  keep  lice  (to  pay  tM' 
as  an  acknowledgment,  and  that  the  poor  sort  I 
being  very  numerous,  there  were  several  In? 
of  lice ;  the  most  remarkable  thing  that  eiQ 
was  heard  of,  and  which  sufficiently  shows  At 

wonderful  subjection  of  these  people. Hfii- 

reea's  Histofy  of  America,  vol.  ii,  p.  397. 

Note  26,  page  169. 

Upon  the  king's  Jeet. 

After  them  came  out  the  retired  youths  aw 

maidens  of  the  temple,  and  taking  their  place 

opposite  to  one  another,  played  and  danced  ti 

the  beat  of  the  drum,  in  praise  of  the  solemnitj 
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^jpttd.of  the  idol,  the  prime  men  and  pertaons  of 
■    MOte  dancmg  about  them.— Her&bba's  Hi- 

^Kt$inf  of  America^  vd.  ii.  p.  215. 

I* 

\  Note  87,  page  172. 

Disguised  themselves  like  birds. 
Haviug  bid  the  idol  good  morning,  they 
feasted,  and  then  went  to  the  temple,  in  the 
court  whereof  they  acted  very  entertaining 
farces,  with  much  dancing  and  joy;  they  all 
afterwards  appearing  disguised  after  several 
manners,  like  birds,  butterflies,  frogs,  beetles, 
and  other  vermin,  and  others  like  lame  persons 
.and  cripples,  giving  a  comical  account  of  their 
misfortunes,  which  provoked  to  laughter ;  and 
the  solemnity  ended  with  dancing.  —  Her- 
B££A^s  History  of  America,  vol.  ii.  p.  319. 

At  the  feast  of  Beiram,  and  during  the  car- 
nivals, do  they  not  much  the  same  ?  And  in 
England  what  were  the  mummers. 

Note  28,  page  183. 
The  famed  cavern  qfAtdaripe. 
La  partie  la  plus  recul6e  de  cette  valine  est 
couverte  d'^une  6paisse  foret.     Cest  dans  cet 
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endroit  ombrag^  que  s*ouyre  la  caverne  d^Jta- 
ruype;  c^est  moins  un  autre  qu^un  rocher  tr^ 
saillant  ou  les  .eaux  out  creus^  un.  enfoncement 
lorsqu'elles  atteignoient  k  cette  hauteur.  Li 
est  ]e  tombeau  d'une  peuplade  6t^te.  Nous 
y  comptames  environ  fflx-<;ent8  squelettes  Hea 
conservees ;  chacun  repose  dans  une  oarbeille 
faite  avec  les  petioles  des  feuilles.  de.  palmier. 
Cette  corbeille,  que  les  naturels  nomment  ma- 
pires,  a  la  forme  d^une  esp^  de  sac  carre; 
elle  est  d'une  grandeur  prqportionn6e  k  V&gs 
des  morts,  meme  pour  les  enfains  moissonn^sa 
rinstant  de  leur  naissance. — Tableau  de  la 
Nature,  p.  225. — Humboldt. 

Note  29,  page  184. 
Brightened  the  borders  of  the  thick  Jog. 
C'^toit  par  une  de  ces  nuits  sereines  et 
fraiches  qui  sont  si  ordinaires  sous  la  zone  tor- 
ride.  La  lune,  entouree  d^anneaux  color^ 
brilloit  au  z6nith;  elle  eclairoit  la  lisiere  du 
brouiUard,  qui,  comme  un  nuage  k  contours 
fortement  prononces,  voiloit  le  fleuve  ^cumeux. 
Une  multitude  innombrable  d'insectes  r^pan- 
doient  une  lumiere  phosphorique   rougeatre 
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sur  la  terre  couverte  de  plantes.  Le  sol  re- 
splendissoit  d^un  feu  vivant,  comme  A  les 
astres  du  firmament  6toient  venus  s^abbatre 
sur  la  savanne.  Des  Bignonias  grimpans,  des 
vanilles  odorantes,  et  des  Banisterias  aux 
fleurs  d^un  jaune  dor^,  d^oroient  Tentr^  de 
la  caveme.  Au  dessus,  les  cimes  de  palmiers 
se  balan^oient  en  fr^missant. — Tableau  de  la 
Nature,  p.  S32. — Humboldt. 

Note  30,  page  187. 

Grey  crocodiles, 
Les  petits  singes,  que  depuis  plusieiurs  mois 
nous  portions  avec  nous  dans  des  cages  tres- 
sees,  attiroient  par  leurs  cris  plaintifs,  des 
crocodiles  dont  la  grosseur  et  la  couleur  d^un 
gris  plomb6  annon9oient  le  grand  dge.  Je  ne 
ferois  pas  mention  de  cette  apparition  tres- 
commune  dans  TOr^noque,  si  les  naturels  ne 
nous  avoient  pas  assur6,  que  jamais  on  n^avoit 
vu  de  crocodiles  dans  les  cataractes.  Pleins 
de  confiance  dans  leur  assertion,  nous  avions 
plus  d^une  fois  os6  nous  baigner  dans  cette 
partie  du  fleuve. —  Tableau  de  la  Nature^ 
p.  2S1. — Humboldt. 

END  of  vol.  II. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

"  EvBiRY  plant,*'  said  Kabkarra, 
seeks  its  own  soil,  and  possesses  its 
sculiar  property;  every  insect  seeks 
s  peculiar  plant;  the  wild  beast  roams 
le  forest ;  the  barren  rocks  are  the 
ome  of  the  vampyre.  In  the  same 
fanner,  and  according  to  the  same 
.w  of  nature,  every  country  is  peopled 
Y  invisible  as  well  as  visible  inha- 
itants ;  some  prone,  like  yourself,  Ada 
.eis,  to  mischief  and  wickedness,  and 
thers  virtuous  and  benevolent.  You 
ive  the  sense  of  sight,  and  you  see, 
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as  you  imaginey  real  objects ;  but  I  see 
also  those,  which  you  term  spiritual 
objects ;  and  the  sense  I  possess  is  not 
more  wonderful  than  the  one  permitted 
to  you.  We  are  aU  under  the  agency  of 
the  good  or  the  evil  principle ;  the  one 
is  continually  exhorting  us  to  refrain 
from  what  is  wrong,  the  other  labour- 
ing to  seduce  us  into  evil.  I  serve  the 
latter.  My  mother  was  the  famous 
witch  Niagara,  who,  in  her  early  youths 
it  is  said,  allured  an  angel  from  Het- 
ven  by  the  sweetness  of  her  song- 
Certain  it  is,  that  having  crossed  the 
seas,  she  bore  a  child  amidst  the  floweiy 
orange  groves  of  Sjoia;  and  the  youth 
Zamohr,  my  half-brother,  is  that  son: 
he  is  the  gentlest  and  most  benevolent 
of  beings;  weak,  I  have  heard,  at 
times ;  and  loves  to  dwell  in  the  soA 
moon-beam,  and  play  with  children, 
soothing,  with  gentle  care,  the  disap- 
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pointments  of  love- sick  maids  and 
youths.  But,  to  return,  Niagara,  as 
she  continued  her  career,  gave  way  to 
the  violence  of  her  passions,  until  they 
exceeded  every  limit ;  and  her  crimes 
iJrew  from  the  regions  below  a  fiend  to 
visit  her,  in  the  shape  of  the  condor  of 
the  rock.  After  her  return  to  her  own 
country  I  was  the  offspring  of  that 
guilty  flame.  On  the  day  of  my  birth 
the  moon  came  betwixt  the  sun  and 
your  world,  so  that  it  was  dark  upon 
the  summit  of  the  Andes,  where  I  stood 
at  the  first  instant  of  my  breathing  the 
breath  of  life.  As  I  grew  in  strength, 
my  infant  steps  followed  the  track  of 
the  panther,  and  my  eyes  strained 
themselves  after  the  flight  of  the  eagle 
of  the  sun.  I  climbed  the  lofty  tops  of 
the  palm-trees  to  gather  their  golden 
fruit,  and  watched  from  behind  the 
umbrageous  leaves  of  the  sycamore,  to 
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behold  Niagara,  as  she  howled  in  the 
moon-shine,   and    danced    along  tbe 
banks  of  the  great  river,  wliilst  the  ba- 
silisks and  crocodiles  gazed  upon  her 
in   affright.     She  w.^s    a   mistress  of 
charms  and  spells;  could  hear,  unin- 
jured, the  groan  of  the  mandrake,  and 
sing  the  lioness  to  sleep  whilsc  she  stole 
away  her  cubs.   I  have  known  her  bind 
up  the  torrents  with  a  word,  and  saddle 
the  black  ostrich  with  the  leopard's 
skin,  then  ride  it,  whilst  it  flapped  its 
wings,  flittixig  along  like  a  night-maie 
through  the  boundless  Steppes,  until 
she  came  to  the  valley  of  death  j  there, 
where  the  palm,  the  cypress,  and  ba^ 
nana  sadly  blend  together  their  dark 
foliage  over  the  cemetery,  there  would 
she  dismount  and  sit  down  by  the  waters 
of  the  Orinoko,  to  watch  the  skeletons. 
She  had  learned  a  song  to  raise  them 
up ;  they  would  dance  together  in  the 
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watery  mists  of  night,  playing  like  sha- 
dows amongst  the  vapours,  shining  with 
phosphoric  light,  whilst  she  laughed  or 
howled  to  them,  and  gathered  from 
each  the  history  of  his  stay  on  earth. 
She  never  gave  me  suck,  she  never  fed 
me  when  1  was  hungry;  but  the  bird 
of  the  mountains^  came  down  to  me 
and  cherished  me,  shadowing  me  with 
its  mighty  wings  from  the  hot  sun,  or 
fanning  me  with  them  to  repose :  his 
size  was  monstrous,  his  strength  match.- 
lesSy  his  dark  brilliant  eye  could  gaze 
upon  the  orb  of  the  sun ;  and  when  he 
arose  from  the  peak  of  thje  Chimbo- 
razo  he  bore  me  with  him,  where  I 
could  count  the  stars  of  the  firmament, 
and  see  the  meteoric  stones  fall  hot  and 
whizzing  through  the  air.  Niagara's 
eye  was  black  and  penetrating,  but  the 
condor's  eye  was  more  wild  and  terrible 
than  hers.    The  hair  of  her  hcjad  was 
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white,  as  if  time  and  care  had  bleached 
it,  but  the  snow  on  the  top  of  die 
Himalaya  was  more  white  and  more 
dazzling  as  it  shone  in  the  distance, 
and  thither  I  went  to  behold  the  eastern 
hemisphere,  and  gather  diamonds  and 
gold,  and  bathe  in  the  waters  of  the 
Ganges.    I  traversed  the  burning  de- 
serts of  Africa  upon  the  back  of  the 
swift  dromedary,  and  the  frozen  moss 
on  the  lighter-footed  reindeer;  over 
seas  I  had  sailed  upon  the   dolphin's 
back ;  and  the  mammoth  was  my  guide 
and  my  defence  in  a  strange  land.    I 
became  familiar  with  the  Valkyriar  of 
the  north,  and  Mista,  Sangrida,  and 
Hilda,  wove  for  me  a  silver  thread, 
which  rendered  me  invulnerable.  From 
Egypt  the  sisters  of  Behirre  sent  me  the 
worm  that  never  dies.     I  have  spoken 
with  the  old  man,  who  was  seen,  at 
sun-set,  to  come  out  from  the  great 
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pyramid,  after  lying  there  many  hun- 

•  dred  years,  and  he  knew  every  thing, 
?  and  laughed  at  all  that  is,  and  all  that 

6^  was,  saying  continually,  ^  Allah  acbar; 

•  JEched  en  la  ilia  Allah* ;^  but  his  heart 

•  had  been  turned  to  stone  with  grief  for 
'  the  fate  of  his  son,  a  fate  too  horrible 

to  relate ;  and  Niagara  wept  when  she 
heard  it,  for  she  thought  of  my  brother 
Zamohr;  and  I  saw  her  weep  at  the 
hour  when  from  the  minarets  of  Cairo 
eight  hundred  voices  called  aloud  the 
faithful  to  prayer.  But  perhaps  I  fa;- 
tigue  you  with  so  much  detail  ?*' 

"Oh  !  no,"  said  Ada  Reis,  "go  on : 
it  is  not  unnatural  that  a  being,  who 
has  seen  so  many  and  such  strange 
things,  as  you  say  you  have,  should 
prose  a  little." 

"  Well,  then,"  resumed  Kabkarra, 

*  From  the  Koran—''  God  is  great ;  and  I 
witness  there  is  but  one  God." 
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"  *  Allah  Acbar/ 1  faintly  repeated,  as 
soaring  above  I  looked  upon  that  land 
of  plenty,  and  sighed  to  think  of  the 
pride  and  presumption  of  men.  *  Fare- 
well to  Egypt,  to  the  Nile  and  the 
Delta ;  to  her  rich  fruits  and  flowers;  to 
her  citron  and  orange  groves.  Farewell 
to  India,  to  the  New,  and  to  the  Old 
World.    Farewell  to  Niagara,'  I  said, 
as  upon  the  wings  of  the  condor  I  cut 
the  air,  for  my  mother's  call  was  vain: 
she  could  do  all  that  spells  and  mystic 
power  can  do— she  could  do  more — 
but  she  could  not  fix  the  roving  heart 
of  her  son.'' 

Whilst  Kabkarra  thus  spoke,  the  ma- 
rimondas,  the  birds,  the  crocodiles,  all 
approached  the  mouth  of  the  cave,  as 
if  listening  to  him ;  whilst  the  musk-ox, 
with  his  long  horns,  and  the  vicuna, 
stood  and  stared  from  the  heights  with 
stupid  tameness.    The  waters  of  the 
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cataract  rolled  with  ceaseless  violence 
their  eternal  course,  and  the  bat  circled, 
from  time  to  time,  across  and  around 
the  mouth  of  the  cave. 

"  What  are  revolving  years  ?  What 
reckoning  can  there  be  of  time/'  said 
the  spirit,  "  when  existence  is  pro- 
longed to  eternity? — All  that  was  or 
will  be — all  that  appears  to  pass  before 
us,  is  a  mere  illusion  of  our  senses. 
When  we  speak  to  those  who  may  not 
understand  us,  in  what  manner  can  we 
address  ourselves  to  them  ?  When  the 
language  of  congenialfeelings is  denied, 
how  can  we  make  ourselves  intelligible? 
What  are  worlds — ^what  is  life — ^what 
is  night— day — and,  more  than  all,  what 
is  man  ?  Yet  even  mortal  mind  has  de- 
tected the  illusion  of  colour  and  matter, 
saying,  as  he  truly  may,  *  that  nothing 
really  is  /  then  wherefore  doubt  that 
there  are  still  greater  wonders,  and  still 
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anmMl  its  son  tbiee  thonsand  years 
irst  I  qjvittBd  IDT  natiTe  land ;  it 
in  the  aidooraiid  rashness  of  vain 
Tomh,  tbati  then  attempted  to  possess 
mTsdf  erf* mvsteiies muneet  for  evens 
qnrit's ear.  Igare  mj heart  up  to  the 
dominicm  of  passkn.  I  lived  and  I 
enjoved  eveij  good  thing  that  this  fair 
earth  could  ofler;  hot  my  love  was  like 
a  searching  flame,  and  destroyed  its 
object.  My  adoration  rendered  it  hate- 
ful, and  disfigured  it.  My  hate,  like 
the  lightning,  blasted  my  victims. — In 
war,  in  danger,  in  the  agony  of  despair, 
in  the  hour  of  vengeance,  I  was  ever 
present — ever  foremost,  amidst  the 
crash  of  ruin,  the  war-cry  of  rebellion, 
and  the  bloody  festival  of  triumph.  It 
was  I  who  taught  the  people  of  these 
countries  their  savage  customs  j  I  de- 
ceived their  credulous  spirits ;  I  but- 
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chcred  their  children  upon  the  altars  of 
false  deities ;  and  when  they  were  en- 
slaved by  tyrants,  I  assisted  in  the  work, 
and  excited  against  them  the  bloody  de- 
mons of  pride,  cruelty,  and  superstition. 
Zamohr  I  chased  away  to  purer  and 
colder  regions :  for  me,  I  loved  the  dark 
nations — child  of  the  sun,  I  basked  in 
his  rays.  The  universe  was  before  me. 
Bright  shone  the  dawn  of  life,  and  I 
hailed  it  with  the  rapturous  feelings  of 
exuberant  and  overbearing  youth.  Why 
need  I  recount  to  you  the  means  I  used 
to  undeceive  myself?  Why  need  I  tell 
to  him  who  feels  it  too  well,  what  dis- 
appointment waits  upon  hope,  and  how 
unsatisfactory  are  the  researches  of 
science  ?  Better  sit  upon  the  promon- 
tory, and  sing  with  my  kinswoman,  the 
spirit  of  the  storm  2,  whilst  the  clouds 
gather  and  the  ocean  rolls  beneath  her 
feet;  better  ride  with  her  in  the  simoon. 
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or  the  siroc,  or  in  the  whirlwind  of  hot 
sandy  whilst  men  and  animals  faint  and 
expire  beneath  her  fury.  Better  do 
this  than  live  to  be  deluded  by  hope. 
For  however  we  may  dream  away  the 
early  hour  of  life,  in  pleasure,  in  sloth, 
or  in  study,  we  must  awaken  at  last  too 
soon  for  happiness,  too  late  for  amend- 
ment; ignorance  cannot  learn,  and 
man  is  both  ignorant  and  presumptu- 
ous. Ada  Reis,  you  sigh.— Shall  I  pro- 
ceed? Ah!  wherefore  seek  to  know 
that  which  for  wise  purposes  is  hidden 
from  your  understanding  ?  The  road 
was  plain  before  you,  your  duty  was 
prescribed;  you  have  wandered  far, 
and  there  is  no  return;  for  the  idle 
bubbles  which  played  before  you,  you 
have  lost  yourself.  Whilst  I,  seeking 
for  pleasure  in  Uberty,  and  for  light  in 
the  brilhant  meteor  as  it  flashed  along, 
when  scarce  midway  in  my  course  lost 
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myself  in  the  labyrinth  of  error,  and 
sunk  down  into  the  valley  of  despair; 
there,  where  death  stands  sentinel,  and 
he  I  may  not  name  waits  to  receive  the 
fallen.  Yet  if  you  will  hear  the  rest, 
mark  me. 

"  When  the  condor,  my  more  than 
father,  first  carried  me  into  that  mourn- 
ful  abode,  its  monarch  sprung  forward 
eagerly  to  receive  me,  and  all  that  is 
evil  and  terrific  upon  a  sudden  burst 
upon  my  view.  *  I  am  thy  sire,'  he 
cried:  *  it  is  I,  the  friend,  the  parent  of 
Niagara,  whom  thou  shalt  serve.'  In 
vain  I  shrunk  with  horror  from  all  I 
there  beheld:  the  shrieks  of  despair,  the 
wailing  of  the  miserable,  affrighted  me 
with  their  continual  din.  Niagara  past 
her  remaining  years,  inconsolable  for 
my  absence,  in  deeds  of  darkness  and 
of  crime ;  till  time  had  taken  from  her 
every  enjoyment :  then  turning  for  one 


in  au  nope,  sue  lorsooK  t 
reminded  her  of  her  chil 
ing  northward  back  to  1 
try,  she  stood  a  lone  and  ^ 
upon  its  mountains,  unt 
life  burst  forth,  and  nu 
with  overwhelming  fury 
falls  for  evennore  from  i 
driving  all  things  before  I 
done  in  life,  adown  the  : 
ungovemed  passions.  Tb 
grows  upon  Lake  Erie  j  t] 
berry,  if  used  in  time,  w 
wandering  sense.     I  ad 

nnvBftlf  trt  n,  mai/l<in  ahan 
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i^caused  it.  That  juice,  as  it  can  restore 
the  alienated  understanding,  so  can  it 

^enlarge  and  invigorate  the  sound  and 
.perfect;  drink  of  it,  and  thou  also  shalt 

^  see  and  know  every  thing  as  I  do,  and 
accompany  me  wherever  I  go." 

"  Pardon  me,  my  good  friend,*'  said 

^  Ada  Reis,  "  but  before  I  taste  of  any 
more  of  your  enchanted  gifts,  I  should 
be  glad  precisely  to  understand  the 
effect  they  are  likely  to  have  upon  me. 
The  case  of  your  former  patient,  as 
jou  have  stated  it,  does  not  appear  the 
most  encouraging.  In  your  extreme 
kindness  you  may,  who  knows,  per- 
chance, see  fit  to  transform  me  into 
the  shape  of  a  beast,  or  send  me  to 
reign  over  some  other  nation.  Let  me 
hear,  therefore,  from  you  the  remainder 
of  your  history;  and  when  you  have 
concluded  it,  if  I  approve  the  account 
you  give  me  of  the  master  you  serve,  I 
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will  obey  your  commands.  Tell  me, 
in  the  first  place,  in  what  manner  yoQ 
employed  your  time  daring  your  re- 
sidence in  that  valley  of  despair  d 
which  you  have  already  spoken/' 

''  During  the  first  hundred  years  that 
I  was  confined  in  that  miserable  abode, 
where  agonizing  hearts  make  continual 
lamentations,  where  hope,  and  truth, 
and  love  ar?  blighted,  and  only  the 
malignant  and  rancoroul!;  passions  can 
exist,  I  was  seldom  periiiitted  to  revisit 
earth.  The  monarch  I  served  was 
lonely;  in  the  midst  of  crowds  of 
slaves,  he  was  desolate;  for  he  was 
conscious  of  being  detested.  He  was 
the  parent  of  deformity,  disorder,  vice, 
drunkenness,  uproar,  and  murder.  It 
was  my  sole  pleasure  to  view,  from  the 
enchanted  window  he  had  constructed, 
and  where  he  passed  most  of  his  cheer- 
less hours,  the  splendid  orrery  of  the 
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heavens,  bright  in  celestial  beauty;  t6 
hear  the  heavy  worids  as  they  rolled 
around,  and  listen  to  the  choirs  of 
angels,  hymning  their  praises  and  peti- 
tions to  the  great  Being  who  has  created 
all  things.  But  our  sovereign,  regard- 
less of  their  glory,  sadly  turned  his 
eyes  almost  continually  upon  your 
world ;  for  it  seemed  to  stand  a  single 
blot  in  the  fair  page  of  creation,  marring 
the  harmony  and  perfection  of  the  stu- 
pendous whole.  It  was  my  continual 
thought,  that  if  the  race  of  man  could 
know  their  doom,  could  see  a  little 
further  than  the  worm  they  scorn  and 
tread  upon,  the  deceits  we  practised  to 
beguile  them,  and  the  falsehoods  we 
used  to  retain  them  in  our  sovereign's 
service,  they  would  not  forsake,  as  they 
do,  the  glorious  light  of  truth,  the 
breath  of  health,  the  hope  of  immor- 
tality, for  the  transient,  cunreal  enjoy- 
voL,  in.  c 
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ment  of  a  moment ;  but  I  have  since 
discovered  that  I  was  mistaken.  I  tin 
you»  do  I  not  ?''  said  Kabkarra. 

**  Oh,  by  no  means.  You  are  prolft' 
replied  Ada  Reis;  '^but  my  time,  jut 
at  present,  is  peculiarly  my  own:  1 
would  thank  you,  therefore^  to  pio* 
ceed/' 

'<  Upon  the  blue  air  of  the  spanned 
vault  of  the  heavens,  around  the  la-" 
minous  atmosphere  of  the  circling 
planets,  spirits  light  and  beautiful 
passed  and  repassed  continually  before 
our  eyes,  enjo}ring  the  beatitude  of  the 
blessed,  inconceivable  to  me,  but  ap 
parent  in  the  celestial  radiance  of  their 
angelic  smile;  and  cherubs,  as  they 
sported  with  each  other,  in  all  the  in- 
nocence with  which  they  had  returned 
uncontaminated  and  untried  from  life's 
infant  morn,  shuddered,  as  they  flitted 
quickly  along,  fearful  lest  one  exhala^ 
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tion  from  our  seats  of  misery  should 
reach  and  blast  them.  You  who  inha- 
bit earth — ^you  who  have  viewed  with 
transport  the  distant  stars  in  the  firma- 
,  ment,  and  the  softer  moon,  which  you 
hail  as  your  own  sister  planet ;  could 
jom  imagination  even  conceive  the 
scenes  I  have  beheld,  you  would  fall 
down  entranced,  calling  out  as  I  have 
done,  ^  Allah  acbar;  Eched  en  la  ila 
Allah: 

*^  Judge  thou,  then,  Ada  Reis,  child 
of  a  world  created  fair,  ^  so  much  in  vain 
for  you,'  what  the  agony  of  his  heart 
must  have  been  who  viewed,  as  the 
king  of  darkness  did,  from  whence  he 
Mood,  such  a  prospect  j  what  the  grief, 
the  despondency,  of  that  mighty  mind 
which  had  known  the  perfectioli,  and 
the  loveliness  of  the  scenes^  he  had  for 
ever  renounced  ?  Oh !  never  may  you 
hear  a  sigh  like  that  his  bosom  heaved, 

c2 
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as  he  stood  a  lone  spirit,  with  the  cod* 
sciousness  of  strength,  without  tiie 
power  of  employing  it  nobly:  withi 
mind  capable  of  every  thing,  frettiDg 
itself  away  upon  the  contemplation  of 
its  own  nothingnes^-^activity  cirdUD* 
scribed — energy  suppressed — hopebi^ 
fled— existence  prolonged  for  ever,  and 
a  curse  to  him  who  endured  it." 

*^  How  popular  the  devil  is  becooM 
of  late!''  interrupted  Ada  Reis.  VLin. 
gtiage  is  exhausted  for  the  purpose'of 
representing  him  in  interesting  coloun. 
We  hear  of  nothing  but  the  high  en- 
dowments of  his  mind,  and  the  melan* 
choly  beauty  of  his  countenance/' 

"  I  represent  him  as  I  saw  him," 
said  Kabkarra,  **  when,  turning  from 
the  glorious  view  of  perfect  wisd<Hn, 
truth,  and  order,  he  fixed  his  eyes,  and 
concentrated  his  hopes  upon  that  one 
dark  spot,  where  still  his  name  was 
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feeld  in  reverence.  *  Oh  earth  !*  he 
cried,  <  let  me  not  lose  thee  also,  thou 
only  remaining  hope !  Still  be  blind  to 
the  light  of  reason,  and  deaf  to  the 
promises  of  benevolence.  Worship  me, 
as  you  have  done  heretofore,  and  let 
me  be  as  a  king  and  as  a  god.  I  will 
flatter  and  bribe  you;  my  emissaries 
shall  be  day  and  night  amongst  you/ 
The  intentions,  which  he  thus  exr 
pressed,  he  diligently  contrived  to 
fulfil,  and  I,  with  many  others,  was 
employed  to  allure  the  wavering  and 
uncertain,  who  were  still  struggling 
gainst  evil,  and  doubtful  of  their 
course.  I  called  to  them  when  vanity 
and  pleasure  had  deluded  them ;  my 
caresses  seduced  them  farther,  and  my 
passion  inflamed  then\  to  acts  of  mad- 
ness. Often  when  Zamohr  had  been 
idling  away  whole  years  with  some  silly 
innocent  maiden,  I  seized  upon  her 
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inexperienced  hearty  and  bore  it  £m 
him,  even  as  I  have  flormonda's.  M7 
power  fixes  itself  where  pride  or  hiii 
ness  have  gained  dominion  ;  and  whet 
I  have  seized  on  a  victim,  I  pervert 
and  transform  the  soul,  so  that  few  can 
recognise  it  again.    Sometimes,  when 
secure  of  my  prey,  I  leave  it  on  eaidi 
a  little  longer,  to  mislead  others,  and 
assist  me  in  my  work ;  but  if  those 
whom  I  have  seduced  be  yomig,  and 
likely  to  repent,  I  so  devise  my  plans, 
that  death,  if  possible,  should  surprise 
them  in  the  midst  of  their  sin ;  for  my 
master  must  be  served ;  and  I,  as  he, 
delight  to  entice  and  to  destroy*    His 
palace  awaits  you,  O  king !  his  retinue 
must  be  kept  up.** 

"  Fiormonda,  then,"  said  Ada  Reisi 
^'  is  already  quartered  in  that  most  de- 
lectable habitation  ?'* 

"  She  is  in  the  highest  favour  at  pre- 
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sent,"  said  Kabkarra;  "but  to  ex- 
plain this,  I  must  inform  you  how  far, 
and  by  what  ties,  she  has  connected 
herself  with  us/* 

"And  also  inform  me/'  said  Ada 
Reis,  "  if  the  inquiry  be  not  imperti- 
nent, by  what  means  I  had  the  peculiar 
honour  of  your  acquaintance?  for, 
strange  as  it  may  appear,  I  do  not  re- 
member.'* 

"  Not  remember  !*'  said  Kabkarra, 
fiercely.  "  Not  remember !  I  should 
have  thought  *  there  "were  moments  never 
to  he  forgotten!  Vice  is  the  mark  at 
which  I  aim ;  and  where  I  perceive  its 
seeds  to  be  sown,  there  am  I.  In  the 
still  night  I  arm  the  hand  of  the  as- 
sassin: in  treason  and  in  war  I  urge  to 
violence  and  blood ;  but  mostly  I  de- 
light in  snatching  from  the  lap  of  se- 
curity the  proud  children  of  prosperity. 
I  give  to  the  seducer  that  grace  and 
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hardihood  which  secure  him  sucicea; 
before  the  eyes  of  ambition  I  spreii 
titles  and  crowns;  for  vanity,  mere 
baubles  and  flattery;  but,  above  all,! 
contide  and  rejoice  in  infidelity.  Thj 
house,  Ada  Reis,  was  long  ray  dweUingi 
for  there  it  stood  forth  open  and  ud- 
disguised.  I  have  partaken  of  thy 
hi^pitality,  revelled  at  thy  banquets, 
hallowed  thy  superstitious  rites,  and 
triumphed  in  thy  profaneness.*' 

'^  Then,  I  hope,  at  all  events,  after 
such  acknowledgments,"  said  Ada 
Reis,  **  thou  wilt  demean  thyself  to 
me  accordinsjlv;  for  how  wilt  thou  ex- 
cuse,  for  example,  the  partaking  of  my 
hospitality,  the  receiving  all  these  ho- 
nours and  courtesies  from  me,  and,  in 
return,  seducing  away  my  daughter?** 

"  Hah !  these  things  occur  continu- 
ally,*' said  Kabkarra ;  "  in  Europe  it 
is  the  commonest  of  all  returns.     Be* 


^  ADA   KEI84  Zi}. 

1^  ndes,  I  had  this  excuse — I  loved  thy 
daughter  from  early  infancy :  I  watched 
her  as  she  bounded  along,  wild  as  the 
antelope,  and  vain  and  gay  as  the  va- 
rious-coloured lory.  In  the  liquid  lustre 
of  her  blue  eyes — and  blue  eyes  are 
ever  the  frailest — in  the  mantling  blush 
of  her  cheek,  in  the  soft  smile  of  her 
fiill  lip,  I  read  my  empire.  *  Passions 
fierce  reign  in  that  bosom,'  I  cried, 
•  and.  by  their  power  I  shall  gain  do- 
minion ;'  but  innocence  and  piety 
guarded  the  shrine,  and  a  rival  ap- 
peared amongst  the  good  angels  that 
were  sent  to  watch  over  her :  it  was  my 
half-brother,  Zamohr.  He  loved  her, 
like  myself  J  and  the  first  sigh  of  love 
she  breathed  was  for  him.  To  blight 
the  hopes  of  youth  and  beauty,  to  lure 
from  happiness  I  must  never  enjoy, 
to  crush  and  wound  Zamohr,  who  flies 
me,  and  dwells  in  stars  with  the  blest. 
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where  I  may  not  enter ;  to  accompU 
this,  I  gave  up  my  whole  dark  sjurit: 
you  assisted  me  by  your  impiety,  aal 
yet  the  struggle  has  been  great,  the 
conquest  difficult,  and  such  as  required 
all  my  art  and  all  my  power.    It  wis 
in  a  dream  that  I  first  entered  into  her 
heart;  pride  and  ambition  took  the 
phico  of  love,  who  timidly  retired;  and, 
when  these  fierce  masters  gained  the 
ascendancy,  passion  did  the  rest.   We 
have  her  not,  however,  entirely;  she 
lias  but  halt*  consented  to  be  ours,  and 
/aniohr  and  love  are  still  attempting 
to  rescue  her.*' 

*•  /amohr,  then,  was  the  youth  with 
the  anjxol  countenance.  I  suspected 
him  throughout ;  but  who  was  Condul- 
niar,  and  who  was  Shaflbu  Paca,  and 
what  bocamc  of  the  Bey,  and  the  Jew 
Kabkarra?*' 

They  were  all  the  agents  of  the 
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evil  one,"  answered  the  spirit;  *^and 
yet  there  were  such  persons :  they  were 
passive  clay,  and  permitted  our  power 
to  enter  their  hearts;  they  are  now 
enjoying  their  own  reflections.  Con- 
dulmar  is  with  Fiormonda,  he  is  the 
son  of  Zubanydnn.  Shafibu  Paca,  mo- 
ther of  the  Jew  Kabkarra,  had  sold 
herself  to  me  in  early  youth.  Her  son 
-was  a  wretch  capable  of  any  mean  ac« 
tion ;  he  applied  to  me  in  his  poverty 
and  distress,  and  I  gave  him  gold* 
dust,  the  pearls,  and  the  sabre  which 
made  his  fortune,  and  received  in  lieu 
of  these  inestimable  rarities  his  worth- 
less soul :  they  are  now  sufiering  as  they 
deserve.** 

"Sufiering  what?*' 

"  That  you  will  know  when  you  meet 
them.** 

"  By  what  name  shall  I  distinguish 
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thee,  thou  most  execrable  and  per- 
fidious spirit  ?*' 

<^  Call  me  still  Kabkarra — you  first 
knew  me  by  that  nameir  I  am  but  a 
servant  of  him  you  call  Zubanyinn; 
you  are  also  his  follower:  let  me  hastoi 
to  present  you  to  your  master/' 

^^  Your  master  is  a  cheat  and  a  liar, 
I  care  not  if  you  tell  him  so^  he  has 
deceived  me  shamefully ;  and,  as  to 
my  daughter,  she  was  to  wear  an  im- 
perial crown." 

"  She  wears  it  already;  but  it  is  op- 
pressive, I  fear:  however,  you  shall 
behold  her/' 

"  Where  is  she  ?" 

"  She  is  at  this  moment  in  the  cham- 
ber of  gold,  in  the  palace  of  riches, 
where  pleasure  is  striving  to  detain  her 
with  music,  dancing,  and  festivity." 

^*  If  this  be  the  punishment  decreed, 
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|;  and  the  fate  to  dread, ''.said  Ada  Reis, 
**  I  am  not  over  alarmed  or  grieved 

.  about  either  my  daughter  or  myself: 
matters  might  have  been  worse,  and 
your  monarch's  palace,  in  the  valley  of 
despair,  I  make  no  doubt,  is,  upon  the 
-whole,  as  comfortable  a  residence  aii 
that  which  I  have  been  so  eager  to  quit : 
let  me  therefore  hasten  to  it,  and  join 
my  Fiormonda." 

"  It  is  only  one  of  his  palaces,"  said 
Kabkarra,  with  a  malignant  smile;  ^^he 
has  others  for  the  accommodation  of 
kings." 

"  I  will  go  thither,  nevertheless;  so 
let  me  try  this  juice  you  speak  of:  life, 
indeed,  begins,  for  some  time  past,  to 
weary  me ;  and,  as  Fiormonda  is  de-i 
parted,  so  will  I." 

"  This  night,"  said  the  spirit,  "  your 
wish  shall  be  accomplished.  Arrange 
your  worldly  afiairs,  settle  the  sue- 
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cession  to  prevent  bloodshed,  and  swal- 
low from  this  goblet  a  few  drops  of  its 
contents ;  death  shall  strike  surer  than 
the  famed  guaapa  juice,  and  without  a 
pang  your  spirit  shall  be  released/' 

*'  1  fear  no  pangs/'  said  Ada  Beis; 
«  but  it  is  death  I  fear !" 

'*  Death  is  nothing,**  said  the  tempter, 
**  when  pain  and  sickness  do  not  forer 
run  it/* 

'^  But  it  is  perchance  to  a  hell  you 
would  bear  me ;  I  have  read  of  such 
things," 

"  I  bear  you  where  all  must  go ;  it 
is  to  a  fairer  place  than  this ;  and  there 
your  cause  will  be  heard  and  tried.  If 
virtuous,  you  shall  be  borne  by  good 
angels  to  the  islands  of  the  blessed/* 

**  Ay,  but  if  the  contrary  ?" 

**  Why  that,"  said  Kabkarra,  laugh- 
ing, "  we  will  consider  hereafter/* 

*^  I  am  prepared,"  said  Ada  Reis ; 
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•*  for  as  to  worldly  afiairs,  they  are  but 
as  the  shadows,  which  the  magic  lantern 
casts  upon  the  white  cloth,  as  the  paint* 
ed  glasses  are  passed  before  its  light. 
What  are  these  to  eternity?  I  long — I 
burn  to  see  the  wonders  you  have  de* 
scribed.  Let  one  historian  alone  record 
that  I  lived  the  greatest  and  wisest  of 
men ;  and  that  I  died  by  my  own  desire, 
at  the  respectable  age  of  fifty-four,  and 
I  am  satislSed.  My  people  may  settle 
their  own  affairs;  a  little  letting  of  blood 
after  so  much  inaction  will  do  them 
service :  so  thus  I  pledge  you.'* 

Saying  which,  with  a  firm  hand  he 
held  the  tutumos  and  drank:  it  was 
not  the  unpleasant  taste  which  made 
Ada  Reis  shudder  when  he  felt  that  he 
had  swallowed  the  contents,  but  a  love 
of  life,  which  at  that  instant  returned 
upon  him,  or  rather,  I  may  say,  a  fear 
of  death,  and  he  would  have  given 
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much  not  to  have  drained  the  draught; 
it  was,  however,  too  late  j  and  shorf; 
afterwards  he  felt  a  drowsiness  cone 
on ;  yet  before  he  closed  his  eyes  fe 
ever,  he  roused  himself  to  cast  one  last 
look  around  him  upon  a  world  he  hid 
loved  so  well ;  never  had  it  appeared 
to  him  more  fraught  with  beauty.  "1 
doubt,  I  doubt,"  he  cried,  "  the  other 
place  I  am  going  to  will  not  be  half  as 
delightful." 

Suddenly  a  majestic  bird  descended 
proudly  and  firmly  from  the  heavens. 
By  its  swiftness,  strength,  and  magni- 
ficent air,  Ada  Reis  soon  knew  it  to 
be  the  condor,  and  almost  without  a 
moment's  loss  of  reason,  he  found  him- 
self reposing  upon  its  back,  and  gently 
ascending  with  it  into  the  clouds. 
Kabkarra,  like  a  wicked  urchin,  be- 
strode its  neck,  laughing  and  shouting 
as  they  proceeded  swiftly  through  the 
air. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

**  1  had  a  dream^  which  was  not  all  a  dream." 

Byron. 

Ada  Reis  had  read  every  thing 
which  h^d  ever  been  recorded  of  the 
unknown  land  to  which  he  wa9  jour- 
neyingj  he  h^d  studied  the  poetry 
which  describes  it,  ^d  from  th^  learo^ 
ed  had  gained  what  information  could 
be  obtained  in  every  different  country 
in  which  he  bad  sojourned*  He  dogs 
not,  however,  say  whether  the  course 
he  took  to  reach  the  palace  of  ^ubap* 
yann,  situate  in  the  unhappy  valley, 
YfM  the  same  that  others  had  taken  bie^ 
fore  him ;  he  mentions  nor  bridge,  noi: 
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river,  harpies,  centaurs,  giants,  hy- 
dras, nor  chimeras.  As  he  is  far  firot 
short  in  his  narrations  in  general,  it  is 
somewhat  extraordinary,  that  the  onlj 
remarks  which  he  makes  upon  tlus 
journey  are,  that,  had  he  known  be* 
forehand  what  he  was  to  go  throughi 
he  would  not  have  voluntarily  under- 
taken it. 

At  the  entrance  of  the  Valley  of 
Despair,  Death  stood  before  him,  in 
the  form  of  a  pale  wan  woman.    She 
glided  by  him  the  moment  he  alighted. 
Her  breath  was  so  cold,  it  chilled  him 
as  she  passed;  and  her  hand,  whieb 
she  offered  him,  was  damp  and  heavy. 
She  glided  by  perfectly   calm,  and 
her  countenance  free  from  all  expres- 
sion.    Her  appearance  so  much  dis- 
turbed him,  that  he  twice  attempted 
to  return  by  the  way  he  had  entered— 
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i  But  that,  he  heard,  was  quite  6ut  of 
the  question.        '    .  .   ::   : 

However,  these  uneasy  sensations 
were  relieved,  and  even  the  emotions  of 
fear  were  in  some  degree  dispelled,  as 
he  found  himself  at  the  entrance  of  a 
long  avenue  of  lofty  trees  advancing 
towards  a  large  building,  which  was 
neither  gloomy  nor  terrific  in  its  as- 
pect, but,  on  the  contrary,  of  modern 
date ;  and  such  as  appeared  to  promise 
comfort  and  luxury  within.     As  he 
approached  nearer,  he  observed  that 
an   immense    concourse  of  persons, 
dressed  in  the  garb  of  each  different 
nation,  were  thronging  the  galleries, 
and  walking  in  the  gardens.     He  ad- 
vanced still  nearer,  and  gazed  upon 
the  scene  awhile  before  he  joined  the 
crowd,  surveying  the  strange  prospect 
before  him,  as  a  spectator  might  from 
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•  gilkiy  contemplate  a  supeib 
w  from  a  secure  height  a  fie 
battle. 
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CHAPTER  IIL 

THE  PALACE  OP  ZUHANYANN. 

'<  Com'st  thou  alive  to  view  the  Stygian  bounds 
Where  the  wan  spectres  walk  etemid  rounds  > 
Nor  fear'st  the  dark  and  dismal  waste  to  tread> 
Throng'd  with  pale  ghosts,  familiar  with  the 
dead." 

Odyssey. 

In  a  dream,  the  imagination  pre- 
sents to  us  distinctly  the  forms  of  those 
whom  we  have  known ;  they  appear  to 
us  to  be  actuated  by  the  same  motives 
that  actuate  Uving  beings.  In  a  dream 
we  hunger  and  thirst;  we  laugh,  we 
weep,  we  walk  and  run ;  yet  these  ap- 
pearances are  altogether  more  vain  and 
more  transient  than  the  illusions  which 
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mislead  us  in  life.     The  gardens  ani 
long  avenues  which   now  lay  before 
Ada  Reis  were  filled  with  company, 
who  appeared  to  him  as  distinctly  as, 
heretofore,  the  inhabitants  of  the  world 
which  he  had  left.     All,  like  hiinself, 
seemed  strangers  to  the  place ;  some 
arriving  on  the  moment,  others  having 
been  there  a  short  time  before  him. 
The  courts  and  the  hall  of  entrance 
to  the  palace  were  full  to  excess ;  cu- 
riosity still  impelled,  and  a  desire  of 
being  first,  led  all  alike  to  press  for- 
ward;  but  as  all,  like  Ada  Reis,  had 
met  death  upon  their  entrance,  the 
crowding  was  not  so  inconvenient,  nor 
the  obstruction  to  be  compared  to  that 
which  takes  place  in  one  of  our  most 
select  assemblies  upon  earth.     How- 
ever, if  the  pushing  and  squeezing  were 
not  as  great,  the  whispering  and  chat- 
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tering  were  in  no  respect  diminished : 
the  Tower  of  Babel  alone  could  have 
been  a  scene  of  like  confusion  of 
tongues^  Arabs>  Armenians,  Greeks, 
Turks,  Indians,  Cherokees,  Moors, 
Spaniards,  French,  Germans,  Italians, 
Scotch,  English,  Irish,  were  assem- 
bled together,  eagerly  discoursing 
one  with  another:  and  though  un* 
civiUzed  Barbarians  and  Idolaters 
formed  a  dark  mass  behind  the  rest, 
rudely  and  loudly  calling  for  all  .they 
required,  the  only  part  of  this  vast 
community  which  at  first  attracted  the 
attention  of  Ada  Reis  was  a  crowd  of 
personages  of  courtly  manners  and 
cultivated  minds,  who  seemed,  like 
himself,  to  consider  themselves  as  far 
above  the  vulgar  herd.  Eager  to  pay 
bis  devotions  where  he  thought  they 
would  be  best  appreciated,  Ada  Reis, 
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not  forgetfiil  of  his  graceful  natini 
laams,  was  bowing  rather  obseqi 
ously  to  several  nobles^  when  ttl  ^^ 
karra,  who  had  lefb  him,  retoitfil  n: 
with  two  attendants  in  splendid  iii-|  o 
forms.  He  himself  having  chai^^ 
dress.  He  now  wore  a  robe  of  pnif^ 
and  gold,  at  his  side  he  had  a  goito 
key,  and  in  his  right  hand  he  canid 
a  white  wand.  His  new  attire  iiDn^ 
diately  attracted  the  attention  of  A^ 
Reis.  **  The  master  we  serve,"  nd 
Kabkarra,  '*  is  particular  in  these  tri- 
fles: it  is  his  chief  amusement  to  vary 
our  dress  and  the  furniture  of  his  own 
house;  the  hangings,  trappings,  aod 
ornaments,  are  changed  daily;  the 
newest  fashions  in  the  best  taste  are 
ever  studied,  and  forwarded  by  one  of 
us  to  your  world,  as  soon  as  adopted 
here. 
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^'  That  urchin  page  in  green  is 
^sbiefly  employed  in  these  details.  The 
c^hanges  of  the  mode,  the  varieties  of  or- 
^^vaments,  extravagance,  and  profusion, 
g  originate  with  us.  Nothing  brings  u^ 
'^  Viore  subjects  iti  the  end  than  these 
I  jfmshions.  France  and  England  greedily 
J  aeize  our  ideas ;  half  the  rest  of  the 
I  inrorld  copy  them ;  but,  as  your  country 
^  excels  in  the  really  magnificent,  your 
^  chamber,  Ada  Reis,  is  prepared  for 
y  you  in  the  fashion  of  the  one  you  in-- 
,    habited  when  at  Tripoly.** 

^*  Thus,  then,'^  said  Ada  Reis  to 
himself,  ^'  I  have,  after  all,  been  pay* 
ing  this  servile  court  to  the  mere  mi* 
nion  of  a  sovereign,  to  the  creature  of 
another's  will,  whose  ornamented  habit 
is  a  badge  of  slavery!  Ye  powers! 
how  men  tnay  be  continually  de- 
ceived !** 
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At  this  moment  a  girl,  fair  as  is  the 
goddess  of  eternal  youth  and  health, 
smilingly  approached:  "  How  tardj 
you  are  grown/'  said  she  to  Kabkam; 
^^  Peiries  and  Sprites  have  an  hundred 
times  refreshed  every  flower  with  dew; 
the  bear  and  the  tiger  have  left  theii 
caves  to  prowl  for  food ;  the  imps  sent 
to  Tara  and  Cacoa,  Adrianople^  and 
Lothmond  are  returned.  The  black 
Swifts  have  circled  around  the  green 
islands  of  England  and  Ii*eland  the 
time  permitted,  and  have  resumed 
their  posts,  and  you,  you  alone,  have 
loitered  upon  your  errand/'  Kabkarra 
made  no  reply. 

"  What,  may  I  ask,  if  it  be  per- 
mitted me,  are  the  black  Swifts?*  said 
Ada  Reis;  "  I  thought  they  had  been 
birds,  who  come  and  depart  with  won- 
derful regularity  on  particular  days," 
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**  They  are  the  souls  of  certain  un- 
believers,  who  studied  the  laws  of  na- 
ture,  without  acknowledging  the  Law-* 
giver;  who  dealt  in  sorcery  and  witch- 
craft, and  misled  the  people  under 
the  name  of  Egyptians,  necromancers, 
'witches — ^they  are  allowed  for  a  time 
to  return  and  circle  around,  perform- 
ing their  rites  in  the  countries  they 
once  infested ;  after  which,  at  a  mo-' 
ment,  they  are  recalled,  and  here  they 
perform  severer  penance  than  I  dare 
tell  of/' 

^*  Who  have  arrived  since  my  depar- 
ture  ?"  said  Kabkarra,  **  and  what  is 
become  of  the  thousands  I  left?*' 

**  They  are  disposed  of,"  said  the 
damsel,  slightly  shuddering,  as  she 
tried  by  a  laugh  to  hide  her  emo- 
tion. 

Ada  Reis,  although  a  professed  ad- 
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mirer  of  beauty,  felt  repugnance  ti  I  ^ 
wards  this  lady:  she  had  sometfaii||  t 
about  her  unfeminine,  and  unrefineii  I  \ 
he  looked  upon  her  therefore  widki|  1 
degree  of  disdain,  aiid  turning  to  U- 
karra,  he  said,  *'  Where  is  my  dau^ 
—is  she  here?** 

^^  She  is,''  said  the  lady :  *^  slaves  i- 
tend  around  her ;  and,  if  pomp  nsi 
ceremony  can  confer  happiness,  sheii 
happy/* 

Ada  Reis,  still  addressing  his  guidei 
somewhat  impatiently  (for  he  liked  not 
the  lady),  added,  *'  Shall  I  soon  see 
her?" 

"  Very  soon  j  and  in  the  mean  time," 
said  Kabkarra,  ^^  you  shall  survey  the 
suite  of  apartments,  and  converse  with 
some  of  the  company." 

The  porter  at  the  etitrance  of  the 
first  gallery  was  seated  by  the  fire, 
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jjplaying  with  his  foot  his  master's  tat- 
|too»  The  lazy  door-keeper  arose, 
gtirhen  repeatedly  called  upon  by«Kab* 
gkarra,  and  admitted  Ada  Reis  and  his 
y  Ibllowers. 

I  Kabkarra,  who,  though  only  a  ser- 
vant, appeared,  like  most  of  that  race, 
to  command  every  thing  in  these  re* 
gions,  (observing  in  a  moment  the 
4islike  Ada  Reis  had  taken  to  the 
&miliar  air  of  the  lady)  led  the  way, 
with  an  air  of  dignity,  showing  Ada 
Reis  from  one  apartment  into  an- 
other, and  conversing  as  he  passed 
freely  and  jocosely  with  the  conb- 
pany;  for  well  he  knew  how  to  use 
the  light  satire,  the  gentle  hint,  the 
quaint  repartee,  and  the  mortal  stab 
that  annihilated  every  hope  at  a  blow ; 
and,  above  all,  how  to  nod  fitmiliarly 
to  some,  and  turn  aside  from  others 
of  little  consequence :  but  the  princiT 


46  ADA    REIS. 

cipal  part  of  those  whom  be  met^ 
not,  as  Ada  Reis  observes,  personagfi 
of  much  distinction:   they  were  oil 
great  and  noble  characters,  fallen  fiti 
their  original  destination;  neither  wen 
they  like  the  followers  of  Eblis,  wa^ 
dering  about,  each  with  his  hand  upoi 
his  heart,  wherein  an  unrelenting  to 
had  been  kindled,  as  told  in  the  subliine 
and  affecting  description  of  Vathdi; 
nor  did  they,  like  Achilles,  in  his  sad 
answer  to  Ulysses,  with  few  but  awful 
words,  express  regret  of  life,  and  the 
hopeless  misery  of  the  gloomy  realms 
to  which  they  were  consigned.    They 
were  for  the  most  part  second-rate,  for 
there  was  little  sublime  or  interesting  in 
this  quarter  of  the  palace  of  Zubanyann. 
Such  as  Ada  Reis  found  it,  I  have  ren- 
dered it ;  its  general  character  was  fri- 
volity, surprise,  chatter,  clatter,  noise, 
and  disorder,  in  it  and  around  it.    The 
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;emperature,  too,  was  singular ;  as,  in 
ieu  of  the  sultry  heat  so  often  alluded 
\o  as  prevailing  in  these  sort  of  places, 
The  air  of  these  valleys  and  these  gar- 
'dens  was  cold,  raw,  and  unpleasant, 
'such  as  is  felt  in  the  capital  of  England 
'when  an  east  wind  brings  with  it  ajfog 
that  darkens  the  city  and  its  neighbour- 
hood, or  a  freezing  whirlwind  from  the 
North  Pole  bears  quinsies  and  influen- 
zas upon  every  blast. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

**  Quin  lo^iri,  punti  ed  ahi  gmi 
BuoDaTan  per  ller  aenxa  steDe; 


DiTene  lingney  orribili  IkTcfle, 
Parole  di  dohvey  •ccwiti  d'iim 
Voci  alte  e  fiocbe  e  soon  di  man  eon  dki 
Faoevano  un  tminilto  il  qual  s*aggira 
Sempre  'n  qaelT  aria  aenxa  tempo  tinta 
Come  la  rina  qnando  1  turbo  fpirm." 

Canto  3d  ddt  Infim- 

As  the  member  of  parliament  ftf 
a  rotten  borough  bends  before  the 
crowd,  whom  he  represents,  but  who 
did  not  elect  him ;  as  a  king  bows  pro- 
foundly to  those  he  most  detests  and 
fears;  as  a  courtier  deprecates  the 
frown  of  his  sovereign,  and  a  dema- 
gogue, with  exactly  the  same  ser- 
vility, the  hisses  of  the  mob :  so  Ada 
Reis,  with  a  humility  and  a  desire  of 
obtaining  popularity  which  he  had  ne- 
ver felt  before,  made  his   obeisances 
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to  the  throng  who  surrounded  him.  At 
lengthy  recovering  himself  a  little,  he  re« 
assumed  the  air  of  dignity  to  which  he 
had  so  long  accustomed  himself  upon 
earthy  yet  leaned  his  arm  familiarly 
upon  Kabkarra's  shoulder,  and  began  to 
ask  him  questions  upon  every  thing  he 
heard  or  saw.  "  Who,"  said  Ada 
Reis,  "  are  these  troops  of  noisy  wan- 
derers, who  seem  to  me  more  like  pas- 
sengers crowding  out  of  a  galley,  or 
guests  into  a  banquet-room,  than  shades 
of  the  departed  awaiting  their  trial?*' 
**  These,"  said  Kabkarra,  "  are  per- 
sonages from  civilized  countries,  who 
possessed  rank,  dignity,  and  riches 
when  alive ;  such  as  have  dreamed  away 
life's  little  hour  without  committing  any 
actual  crime;  but,  mispending  every 
moment  in  idleness  and  folly,  have 
proved  the  cause  of  ruin  to  others,  and 
have  brought  themselves,  by  mere  wan- 
tonness and  neglect  of  duty,  into  our 
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abode.  Most  of  them,  as  you  will  per* 
ceivei  are  men  i^nd  women  of  the  world, 
who  never  cast  a  look  beyond  the  mo- 
ment, nor  prayed  the  heart's  prayer 
until  death  dissolved  them." 

"  And  what  will  be  their  &teT 

"  They  will  be  permitted  to  enjoy 
themselves  awhile  in  the  golden  cham- 
ber and  state  apartments,  until  the  hour 
appointed  for  their  trial;  then,  weak  as 
they  appear,  they  must  endure  the  fate 
decreed." 

"  And  what  are  these?** 

"  Still  the  idle,  as  indeed  most  are 
who  enter  our  abode ;  yet  look  to  the 
tablets  in  the  burning  vault,  where  the 
red  flame  kindles  for  ever  and  for  ever; 
there  neither  will  you  find  the  idle  nor 
the  illiterate." 

"  And  what,"  said  Ada  Reis,  "  is 
that  group  of  people,  that  mob  I  see 
driven  from  the  palace  gate  by  hun- 
dreds at  a  time? — there  seem  beasts, 
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birds,  and  men ;  and  the  din  ihey  make 
is  prodigious.** 

"  Thes6,  sire,  are  beneath  your  no- 
tice; for  to  rank  and  high  lineage  we 
pay  deference,  and  he  who  has  bai- 
tered  his  honour  for  a  title  or  for  gold, 
stands  first  amongst  us.  The  crowds 
we  drive  elsewhere  are  the  lower  or- 
ders: amongst  these  you  will  see  ne- 
gro-lashers,  hangmen,  beadles,  master 
bakers,  knavish  tailors ;  human  beings, 
indeed,  of  all  descriptions ;  rebellious 
manufacturers,  radical  reformers,  pic- 
cadores,  drunken  patroles,  men  of  the 
fancy,  and  about  two  thousand  London 
footmen,  coachmen,  and  cooks.** 

"  But  whom  do  I  see?  Est-il possible 
— can  I  believe  my  eyes?  My  old 
friend  Coup  de  Vent,  why,  what 
brought  you  here?** 

<<  Ah !  Monsieur,  je  suis  diariti6'  de 
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vous  revoir,'*  said  the   Parisian  hair- 
dresser, bowing  low. 

"  Mais»  comment  se  peut-il?*'  said 
Ada  Reis. 

"  Ce  nuit  fatal/'  replied  the  coif- 
feur, *'  quand  la  foudre  tomba  sur  nous, 
Sainte  Vierge !  que  j'ai  eu  peur!  J'aitou- 
jours  ddtest^PAm^rique,^  cause  deces 
malbeureux  tremblements  de  terre." 

"  H^as !  mon  ami,  Fon  trouve  le  mal 
partout,"  said  Ada  Reis :  **  croyez  moi, 
les  tremblements  de  terre,  les  or^es, 
les  Eclairs,  les  famines,  les  foudres, 
la  grfele,  les  pluies,  les  pestes,  les  mor- 
talit6s,  se  trouvent  partout,  et  les  coif- 
feurs aussi,  k  ce  que  je  vois !" 

Monsieur  est  paitri  d'esprit.** 
Vous  me  flattez,  Coup  de  Vent; 
mais  qui  le  diable  avez  vous  1^  ?*' 
"  Plait-il,"  said  Coup  de  Vent, 
"  Qu'est  ce.  Monsieur  ?'* 


if 
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^  <*  Permettez  que  j'e  vous  presente 
St.  Laure^  fameux  tailleur:  il  cher- 
choit  en  vain  votre  protection  k  Lima. 
II  fait  les  habits  k  merveille."  ^ 

"  Quelles  couleurs  porte  t'on  ici,. 
mon  ami?** 

"  L*on  ne  porte  absohiment/'  said 
St.  Laure,  "  que  les  plus  recherch6es. 
II  y  a  premi^rement  ce  draps  printanier 
et  la  p{ice  efiray^,  mais  Telephant 
mal4de  et  le  gris  de  souris  6vanouie 
c*est  la  demi^re  mode.** 

^^  My  next  garb  shall  be  gris  de  sou- 
ris ^vanouie/^  said  Ada  Reis,  laugh- 
ing. **And  how,  my  dear  Coup  de 
Vent,  is  this  place  for  company— does 
it  rival  Lima?'* 

"  O,'*  said  the  coiffeur,  "  c'est  bien 
autre  chose ;  et  ^  ce  que  j'ai  ouie  dire 
du  beau  temps  de  la  R^gence :  c'est 
Paris  comme  autre  fois.  Car  il  n*y  a  ici 
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que  le  vrai  brillant  et  toftt  j  est  ei^l 
chanteur.'* 

*^  But,  my  good  friends,  you  bave 
not  sojourned  here  long  enough  to 
judge,  I  imagine.** 

"  Nous  arrivons  d^s  Pinstant" 

^*  And  Condulmar?'* 

*^  O,  pour  Monsieur,  il  nous  a  £nt 
dire  mille  politesses,  mais  nous  ne  Tt* 
vons  pas  encore  vA  !'* 

"  Qu*est  ici  ?'' 

'^  La  Princesse  de  L.,  Mil^di  S«,  et 
la  petite  Heur  de  Rose.' 

"  Quoi!  est  elle  ici?' 

"  Oui,  Monsieur,  cette  pau  vre  enfant 
adans^ejusqu*^  sademi^re  heiire." 

"  Et  Nirza?" 

"  Pas  encore/' 

"  Et  Fiormonda?*' 

*^  Quant  k  Mademoiselle  nous  ne 
I'avons  vue.** 
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^^  And  what,  my  excelledt  Kabkar/kt 
are  they  doing  in  that  corner,  whicb 
makes  that  moat  infamous  noise,  whilst 
peals  of  laughter  from  little  mischievous 
imps  show  that  it  is  a  jest?'' 

"  That,'*  said  Kabkarra,  •<  is  the 
famous  L.,  the  musician,  whose  crimes 
were  as  notorious  as  his  talent}  he  is 
said  to  have  caused  more  tears  to  flow 
than  any  man,  and  nearly  as  many  by 
his  wonderful  art  as  by  his  infamous 
deeds/* 

"  What  is  his  punishment?" 

^^  He  is  doomed,  as  you  perceive,  to 
take  the  shape  of  that  huge  viol  de 
gamba,  feeling  with  exquisite  taste  and 
sensitiveness,  whilst  those  mock  artists 
are  playing  upon  him  out  of  time  and 
tune,  whenever  it  suits  their  fancies.**^ 
Hark !  how  that  note  jars  upon  the 
ear;  think  what  it  must  be  to  his  soul 
embodied  in  the  instrument !  it  is  like 
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the  distracting  tooth  or  ear  ache,  ist 
grating  sound  touches  upon  even 
nen~e,  and  sets  even  the  dragon  Hefr 
na's  teeth  on  edge.*' 

*•  I  hope  I  fatigue  you  not  with  mj 
questions,"  said  Ada  Reis;  "but,asl 
am   here,  I  would  see    and  leam  iH 
things :  who  are  these  ladies  and  gcQ" 
tlemen  who  seem  of  gentle,  kind,  and 
fair  aspect  V* 

••  Fair  forms  they  are  in  truth,"  said 

Kabkarra,  ^'  but  who  showed  no  spirit; 

heads  untarnished  within,  and  mostlv 

bald  without ;  souls  of  babes,  though 

arrived  at  a  certain  a^re ;   all  modem 

characters,   where   little    defects   and 

irreat    vaiiitv  make  the    sole    sisrn  oi 

distinction ;  lack  of  vinue  alone  brings 

them  here — they  are  nonentities,  who, 

receiviniT  no  admittance  into  the  ^tes 

of  paradise,  have  been  remanded  with 

a  smile  of  p::v  and  contempt  to  our 
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gBbode;  they  will  be  placed  in  the 
,  nursery,  where  toys  to  entertain  them 
I  await  them  i  we  shall  find  several  of 


this  sort  at  their  games  and  pastimes 
as  we  proceed/* 

^*  But  we  now  come,"  said  Kabkarra 
gravely,  **  to  the  picture  gallery,'*  The 
crowd  followed,  Ada  Reis  and  his  guide 
paused  as  they  entered;  it  was  indeed 
a  sight  to  surprise;  from  the  days  of 
old  until  the  present  hour,  there  were 
portraits  of  every  one  who  had  betrayed 
his  country  or  forsaken  his  God;  and 
every  countenance  expressed  such 
anguish,  that  it  pained  the  heart  of  the 
spectator  to  look  thereon ;  they  all  were 
painted  to  the  life,  "  The  eyes  move," 
said  Ada  Reis. 

**  They  drop  tears  of  contrition,** 
said  Kabkarra ;  **  the  painter  waits  to 
place  you  with  the  rest.'* 
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**  I  wish  to  go  to  the  end  of  tbegii* 
lery  first/'  said  Ada  Reis. 

'*  It  would  take  you  four  hundred 
years  only  to  walk  through  it,  b^ 
ning  since  the  deluge." 

*•  For  mercy's  sake,  then,  let  us  not 
think  of  it,''  said  Ada  Reis. 

A  large  apartment,  full  of  mechanic 
swings,  wooden  horses,  ups  and  downs, 
shower  baths,  bats,  balls,  battledores 
and  shuttle-cocks,  of  an  immense  sue, 
was  next  displayed.  "  This,"  said 
Kabkarra,  "  is  the  nursery.  These  are 
a  variety  of  toys,  the  uses  of  which 
would  be  tedious  to  explain;  in  that 
swing  I  have  seen  a  lady  swing  for  two 
hundred  years  without  ever  stoppings 
until  at  length  she  learned  to  know  her 
own  mind.  Agentleman,  who  hadloved 
and  left  many  ladies,  coming  here,  was 
kept  between  those  battledores  for  a 
couple  of  centuries ;  the  players  at  the 
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f  game  being  two  of  our  most  skilful 
imps.  The  two  ambassadors,  in  the 
what  is  vulgarly  called  titter-totters, 
are  to  remain  there  till  they  have  finally 
settled  the  balance  of  power  between 
the  respective  kingdoms  they  repre- 
sent :  see,  at  this  moment  one  is  up  and 
the  other  is  down/' 

*'  I  hope  I  shall  not  taste  of  these 
amusements,*'  said  Ada  I^eis,  hastening 
on;  **  and  here,  in  good  earnest,  are 
the  chess-men  and  girdle  you  presented 
to  my  daughter.** 

"If  it  give  you  pleasure  to  view 
these  things,  there  are  millions  of 
them,''  said  Kabkarra,  "  each  more 
wonderful  than  the  othen  There  is  a 
stud,  too,  in  which  flame-coloured  dra- 
gons, affiits,  ippogriffins,  rakshes,  so- 
hams,  syls,  ejders,  hyenas,  and  mer- 
maids are  kept.    The  coach-house  and 
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store-rooms,  kitchens,  and  diairy,  are 
also  very  curious  to  a  new  comer,  and 
worth  seeing ;  but  the  jewel-room,  the 
turning-room,  the  printing-press,  and 
the  women's  apartments,  with  the  il- 
luminated galleries  and  banqueting- 
halls,  are  what  I  think  you,  Ada  Reisr 
will  most  admire.'* 

*'  I  wish  I  were  safe  back  again,  my 
dear  Coup  de  Vent,"  said  Ada  Reis 
with  a  sigh;  "  somehow  or  other,  I  do 
not  feel  comfortable,  and  the  air  does 
not  agree  with  me.  Ulysses  and  -^Eneas 
had  been  used  to  inconveniences  on 
earth ;  I  have  been  spoiled,  except, 
indeed,  since  I  quitted  Lima.  Might 
I  trouble  some  of  you,  in  the  mean 
time,  for  a  goblet  of  water  V 

"  It  is  the  only  article  we  have  not 
here,'*  said  Kabkarra,  in  a  confused 
tone;  **  but  wine  of  every  growth,  and 
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liqueurs  the  most  rare  and  costly,  you 
can  have  in  one  instant." 

«  What  is  the  hour?'* 

"  We  keep  no  reckoning  here ;  there 
is  no  such  thing  as  time.^ 

**  Ye  powers  supreme,  what  shall  I 
do!  no  water!  no  time!  why  half  these 
gentlemen  will  not  know  what  to  do 
with  themselves;  the  English  gentle* 
men,  in  particular,  who  do  nothing  but 
inquire  what  o'clock  it  is;  and  the 
French — ^why.  Coup  de  Vent,  what  will 
they  do  without  eau  mcrkeV^ 

"  We  shall  find  them  occupation,  I 
doubt  not,''  said  Kabkarra.    > 

At  the  end  of  the  nursery  Ada  Reis 
saw  with  surprise  grown  folk  not  only 
attired  like  infants,  but  enduring  the 
various  entertainments,  lessons,  or  pu- 
nishments inflicted  upon  children.  ^*  I 
marvel,"  said  Ada  Reis,  <^  what  those 
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^•7  are  about  >"  ^'®«-i<Wkiito« 

;<>«de«„edtotr^iT'--*'»oi„e« 
"^^^^ein^port:  there  ^'^'^'^fa'ew 

"  Srentiewoman  in  a  i.  •  J     ■*^*  "tiff 
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2'  ««d  «»U3t  alone  Z    '"^^^  ^'sAe, 
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they  are  to  be  beaten  for  the  detection 
of  the  same  errors  when  found  out,  as 
it  is  called,  which,  until  they  are  found 
out,  they  ai^  daily  allowed  to  practise. 
They  are,  in  fact,  made  slaves  to  the 
arrogance  and  ignorance  of  that  little 
despot. 

"  If  there  is  any  thing  they  more 
than  another  dislike,  at  which  their 
appetite  revolts,  they  are  made  to  eat  it» 
In  fine,  these  are  tutors,  governors^ 
keepers,  nurses,  and  bonnes,  who,  igno« 
rant  themselves,  and  in  proportion  ob- 
stinate, rendered  the  happiest  years,, 
and  to  many  the  only  happy  years,  of 
the  life  of  human  beings  miserable,  not 
by  lawful  and  necessary*  restraint  nor 
insiractioii^  hut  by  their  false  notions, 
conceit,  and  tyranny,  their  ignorance, 
and  hardness  of  heart.  They  had  a 
sacred  charge,  their  office  was  highly 
respectable,  and  had  they  filled  it  pro- 
perly, great  would  have  been  their  re- 
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ward :  but  they  were  only  bdK 
tenders.  Here  too  are  such  h 
of  the  mad  as  neglected  their  pat 
and  benefited  themselves/  Here 
are  servants  who  betrayed  their 
nurses  of  the  sick  who  drank  andsle^l 
and  suffered  their  dying  patients  W 
want  Here,  also,  flaunting  in  the&l 
stance,  are  pretty  nursery  maids  aol^ 
other  menials,  who,  by  over-indulg* 
ence,  flattery,  and  vice,  perverted  the 
children  confided  to  their  care:  these 
are  condemned  to  hard  labour  now,  to 
sweep  and  clean  the  burning  vault; 
to  polish  the  iron-work  in  the  inqui- 
sition-hall, and  keep  in  repair  the  in- 
struments of  torture:  hateful  wretches, 
who,  to  gratify  themselves,  deceived 
the  confiding  parent's  eye,  and 
blighted  the  floweret  even  in  the  bud ; 
they  showed  no  mercy;  ask  not,  Ada 
Reis,  what  is  the  penalty  of  their 
crime. 
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.  **  This/*  said  Kabkarrai  hastening 
forward,  "  is  the  stamp-office.  Here 
.  ilso  are  the  scales^  the  great  scales,  in 
,  which  the  intellect  and  knowledge 
of  every  man  is  weighed  against  his 
actions  and  conduct.  You  will  see 
in  many  cases  the  former  weigh  so 
heavy,  whilst  the  good  works  are  so 
deficient,  that  one  scale  kicks  the  beam, 
whilst  the  other  goes  at  once  to  the 
lowest  chambers,  through  the  dark 
gallery.  Hark !  they  are  weighing  now !" 

"  How  awful !  how  solemn  !**  said 
Ada  Reis,  starting  back,  and  listening 
to  the  hollow  heavy  sound. 

"  This,  sir,  is  the  printing-room,'' 
said  Kabkarra  j  "  here  is  the  press/' 

"  And  who  are  these  gentlemen?'* 

"  Bad  authors  from  different  coun- 
"  tries,  and  the  friends  who  have  in- 
**  sisted  upon  their  publishing,  as  also 
**  most  reluctantly  their  publisher,  and 
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**  *U  bis  deviis 

••  demned  to  bJ!'*  ''^  *  ^^^^t 

.^^^-^.n'afciW^^'*^^^  their  ownd 
;  quiring  the  l.t^^'a^^^m,  and, 

,,  f^^«»-«.  and  a  "^  ^^«?r^  ofi 

.;^°''«<^e-spiod/e^t^^^'»endsaf& 
Prevent  anjr  deJay.  *"  ^«^  oiled  to 


^  thousand  imL 
« in^.^  ''^^^  pressed'''    '^^M 

P'°P-ri^  do«e,  rell  '"^'^^'  if  not 
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:  paving  inclined  himself  near  the  form 
B^^here  the  beating  party  was  placed  in 
^iprder,  perfectly  upright,  one  of  the 
,^beaters,  going  on  regularly  from  right 
I  to  leflt,  beating  hard  and  close,  close 
.,  and  strong,  hit  him  a  smart  rap,  which 
y^  much  amused  Ada  Reis,  who  now 
^  turned  to  examine  the  pulling  and  the 
mixing  and  grinding  of  colours.  Here 
he  found  light  bodies  from  various 
countries  of  various  sorts  and  sizes ; 
they  were  pounded  and  ground  upon 
a  marble  slab  until  they  produced  the 
hue  desired.  The  black  in  thought — 
the  green  and  yellow — ^the  bloody- 
minded — ^the  pedantic  blue,  all  were 
here,  and  each  preserved  his  different 
characteristic  colour;  whilst,  with  won- 
derful dexterity,  Greek,  Hebrew,  Ara- 
bian, Chaldean,  Chinese,  £g3^tian, 
English,  Ethiopian,  French,  German, 

F  S 
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''^to  a  mil  ^'d  jf 
'^'^^^  to  sT    ''^''i  ii6^  *^  *«»% 

'*»'"<'4l>''  '»  ier  ^"^   COM, 
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pthen  addressing  her,  "  much  respected 
^parent,  while  you  explain  to  Ada  Reis 

the  wonders  of  this  apartment — *' 
J  J  •  "  Enough,  enough  !**  said  Ada 
^^  Reis,  impatiently;  "  I  wish  to  go  on. 
^  ScientilSc  women  and  pedantic  men 
were  ever  my  aversion:  has  bleus  I 
Jove  not.  And,  I  pray  you,  as  you  are 
so  very  accommodating,  before  I  see 
any  thing  more,  allow  me  to  eat  and 
drink;  for,  considering  the  very  long 
journey  I  am  come,  the  excessive  ap- 
petite I  ever  was  famed  for,  and  all  I 
have  gone  through,  it  may  be  thought 
not  less  than  natural  that  I  should  re- 
quire some  refreshment/*  In  one  in- 
stant a  table  was  served;  the  dishes 
were  exquisite,  and  in  the  best  pos- 
sible  style  of  cookery. 

When  he  had  finished  the  repast,  Ada 
Reis,  upon  rising  from  the  table,  was 


y,tliedoqii0)^l 
^^  oBDeECstiMr  natiDe  of  a  coDvet' 


t:  czmeii  cpoK  ¥^nioiK  tofmsof  litenr 
core,  anhi  was  naiiitBiiBed  with  infinite 

yuesticMis  arose,  dK 

mwartpd  Ibr  TcJomesto 

tGL    A  erer-headed  librarian  was 


hufrirmigabfe  in  bsingin^  the  bocds  as 
cbevwere  deaanded. — One  of  tfaedis- 
piKtazits  vtshed  to  rdier  to  the  Boc^  of 
Truth  and  Knowledge. 

The  librarian  heatated: — •*  TTiere  is 
but  oae  copy  here,"  he  said,  •*  and  it 
15  dxed :  it  cannot  be  moved.*' 

"  Where  is  it  ?**  said  the  philosopher, 
eager  to  refer  to  the  passage,  that  he 
might  make  out  his  point  to  those  with 
whom  he  was  discoursing. 

*•  They  shall  see  it  ere  long,**  said  the 
old  man  ;  "  but  I  dare  not  move  it  now."* 
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"  Where  is  it?"  said  Adi  Reis.  "  I 
will  fetch  it ;  for  I  dare  iny  thing." 

^*  It  is/'  said  the  old  vtiiu,  smiling 
malevolently,  **  where  thousands  of 
eyes  are  fixed  upon  it,  reading  and  coti- 
sidering  it.  You,  too,  will  see  it  in 
good  time,  but  you  cannot  approach  it 
now."    , 

The  mysterious  words  of  the  libra- 
rian repressed  the  conversation,  and 
cast  a  sudden  gloom  over  the  whole  of 
the  assembly.  They  began  to  retnem- 
ber  (for  they  had  all  been  in  their  day 
immoral  and  licentious  writers),  they 
began  to  remember  the  poison  which 
they  had  administered  to  their  fellow- 
mortals.  The  venom  of  their  sophistry 
had  perverted  innocence,  and  drawn 
the  tear  of  anguish  from  the  hearts  of 
parents.  It  had  spread  into  the  system, 
corrupted  the  blood,  and  brought  many 
to  that  place  where  they  were  now  them- 
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^Their  works  were  immortal,  and  placed 
^  in  the  stars  with  the  blessed,  but  they 
^  themselves  were  here.    They  were  so 
I  covered  with  laurel,  and  so  puffed  up 
^  with  each  others'  compliments,  that  at 
g  first  it  was  difficult  to  recognise  any  of 
^  them.     When  all  this  unnatural  and 
L  artificial  exterior  was  a  little  removed, 
^   and  they  began  to  see  things  as  they 
really  were,  they  were  surprised  to 
discover  how  cordially  they  had  always 
detested  each  other,  notwithstanding 
the  many  civil  things  they  had  been  in 
the  habit  of  mutually  saying.     "  I  re-' 
member  these  gentry  upon  earth,"  said 
Ada  Reis,  "  both  the  good  and  the 
bad;  they  are  just  alike;  it  is  impos- 
sible to  satisfy  them  with  flattery,  any 
more  than  an  actor  or  a  singer.    I 
often  attempted  to  address  to  some  of 
them  what  I  conceived  would  be  gra- 
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tifying;  but  their    expectati0ai4  l>exs, 
always  so  much  above  any  diiig4  ^th 
I  could  in  conscience  say,  that  n|  ^or 
did  say  fell  flat,  and  was  takennAn  ^^ 
a  criticism  than  a  compliment"    I  ^i 

A  body  of  physicians  was  neim      ' 
troduced  to  Ada  Reis,  each  coa|i|  m 
with  his  apothecary.     They  had  M  ^ 
condemned  at  once,  without  fiuwl  Is 
inquir>%  and  with  e\ident  justice, «|  i 
swallow  all  the  execrable  and  uadn 
draughts,  with  which, plajriog  intoem 
others'  hands,  they  had  drenched  del 
stomachs  of  their   wealthy   patients  \ 
Ada  Reis,  however,  shook  them  heartily  \ 
by  the  hand;  for  the  greater  part  rf  I 
them  were  highly  clever  and  agreeable.  ] 
"  I  like  you,  gentlemen,"  he  said;  "1 
always  did,  and  the  more  as  your  pre- 
scriptions I  never  tasted/* 

They  now  entered  spacious  cham- 
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adorned  with  mirrors,  fitted  up 
silken  couches,  with  easy  chaifs 

^  rest  and    indolence,   and  others 

fh\y  ornamented  for  show  and  osten* 
ion. 

f»^*Here,"  said  Kabkarra,  "areamixed 
fialtitude,  ladies  from  every  country, 
(Arsons  of  all  conditions,  from  the 
JL^est  to  the  lowest,  waiting  to  an- 
^irer,  not  for  great  and  decided  crimes, 
lint  for  mistakes,  prejudices,  follies^ 
fend  foibles;  for  vices  which  wore  the 
garb  and  spoke  the  language  of  vir- 
tue, and  for  errors  of  the  judgment, 
which  often  produce  upon  your  earth 
worse  consequences  than  malignity  of 
disposition." 

"  It  somewhat  surprises  me,"  said 
Ada  Reis, "  to  observe  how  many  more 
men  there  are  here  than  women.*' 

"  The  reason,*'  said  Kabkarra,  "  is 
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not  so  much  that  women  are  better 
than  men,  as  that,  by  one  way  or  an- 
other, women  are  generallj  punished 
upon  earth  for  their  oflfences:     our 
master  receives  no  broken  and  contrite 
hearts  here.     However,  if  jou  take  a 
nearer  view,  females  are  not  so  very 
rare  in  these  habitations. — Hark !  the 
clamour  which  rises  firom  that  part  of 
the  chamber  will  tell  you  that  we  have 
some  of  them  here.''     The  noise,  in- 
deed, was  shrill  and  loud;  the  voices  of 
women  were  heard  in  every  tone  and 
key  of  vexation,  peevishness  and  an- 
ger, commanding,  ordering,  whining, 
complaining,  scolding.     Maids   were 
called  for,  and  reprimanded  in  every 
direction.     "  The  former  ladies,"  said 
Kabkarra,  smiling,  **  are  here  the  ser- 
vants; their  merciless  caprices,  their 
unreasonable  expectations,  their  vanity, 
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their  meanness,  are  all  returned  upon 
themselves.  No  wonder  both  they  and 
their  new  mistresses  are  dissatisfied/' 
Ada  Reis  moved  towards  that  part 
of  the  chamber^  where  he  found  that 
dresses,  jewels,  watches,  Mesdames,  and 
Mesdemoiselles,  and  drugs  of  every 
description  abounded,  sether and  opium 
in  particular;  most  medicines  comings 
as  Kabkarra  remarked,  origindly  from 
and  leading  to  these  quarters.  ^  Here 
were  boxes  of  rouge,  and  pearl  pow- 
der, and  essences;  beginning  from  the 
simple  essence  of  rose,  and  ending 
with  eau  de  mousseline  double,  lait  vir- 
ginale,  eau  des  souverains  et  de  toi- 
lette :  nought,  that  could  heighten  the 
charms  dr  conceal  the  defects  of  na- 
ture, was  wanting.  "  To-day,*'  said 
Kabkarra,  "they  shall  «ee  how  the  king 
to  whom  they  have  paid  tribute  upon 
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earth  can  entertain  them;  and  to- 
morrow (their  to-morrow,  I  mean)  the 
will  of  fate  must  be  fulfilled/* 

"  Upon  looking  around  the  multi- 
tude of  persons  whom  I  have  seen," 
said  Ada  Reis,  ^*  I  am  surprised  to  mi^ 
some  whom  I  knew  upon  earth,  and 
whom  I  should  have  expected  to  have 
liaet  here." 

"  Oh !  I  dare  say  we  shall  stumble 
upon  ^hem  somewhere/'  said  Kab- 
karra,  "  before  we  have  done.*' 

"  But  I  am  more  surprised,"  con- 
tinued Ada  Reis,  "  to  perceive  a  great 
many  here  who  bore  upon  earth  the 
highest  and  most  irreproachable  cha- 
racters." 

"  Very  likely,**  rejoined  his  guide : 
**  we  have  a  great  many  very  excellent 
characters  here;  and  many  of  them 
brought  here  on  account  of  that,  which 
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you  considered  as  the  very  excellence 
of  their  characters.  The  religious  hy- 
pocrites you  have  found  out  and  ex- 
posed upon  earth.  Indeed^  it  is  not 
my  interest  to  say  so,  but  perhaps  you 
carry  your  suspicions  of  piety  and  de- 
votion somewhat  too  far.  However,  it 
is  for  our  advantage  that  they  should 
be  discouraged,  and  so  I  say  no  more 
upon  that  head.  But  there  are  other 
hypocrites  and  pretenders,  who  con- 
tinue  to  take  you  in  with  the  greatest 
success,  and  in  perfect  security.'* 

"  Very  probably,*'  said  Ada  Reis ; 
**  I  have  always  suspected  as  much. 
"  Now,  there  is  a  lady,  who,  in  the 
"  country  in  which  she  lived,  was  al- 
<<  ways  held  up  as  a  pattern  and  an  ex- 
"  ample;  correct  in  her  own  conduct, 
**  severe  towards  others.  What  can 
"  have  brought  her  here?" 

"  She  is  here  to  answer  for  the  gross- 
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ness  of  her  conversation.     Indeed,^] 
was  all  yoyi  have  described  her;li] 
she  paid  herself  for  the  stiictiiesi^ 
her  life  by  the  freedom  of  her  ]»i 
goage,  and   thus  made  it  suffidcDdf' 
clear  that  her  fireedcnn  from  em^  ^ 
by  no  means  the  result  of  the  porilf 
and  innocence  of  her  mind  and  feel- 
ings. 

^  That  lady,  who    stands  at  souk 
distance  from  her,  and  "whom  she  i^ 
gards  with  such  a  scowl  of  disdain,  I  le- 
member  her/*  said  Ada  Reis :  *«  I  am  bv 
no  means  surprised  to  see  her  here/' 
"  You  are  very  much  mistaken, "said 
Kabkarra,  "  if  you  suppose  that  that 
lady   has   any   actual    misconduct   to 
answer  for: — she  has  to  account  for 
having  fallen  under  the  suspicion  of 
errors  which  she  did  not  commit,  and 
of  having  lost  her  character  without 
anv  reason/* 
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4  •«  Is  that  her  fault?*'  said  Ada  Reis. 
*  *  That  is  owing  to  the  censoriousness 
the  world,  the  general  love  of  scan- 
:  ^.dal,  the  envy  of  rivals,  the  malice  of 
cr  ^  enemies.' • 

^  ^  ^*  Never/'  interrupted  Kabkarra, 
r  ^  •*  never;  it  is  always  owing  to  impru- 
^  ^  dence  and  folly." 

**  But,  after  all,  is  it  a  crime?'* 
p  ^K^  *^  One  of  the  greatest  that  can  be 
m  «  committed:  it  has  all  the  evil  effects 
of  actual  guilt;  it  sets  as  bad  an  ex* 
^M  ample,  and  it  injures  the  individual  as 
ft     much." 

i  **  But  is  injuring  oneself  an  offence  T 

r  **  Again,  one  of  the  greatest ;  be- 

cause, in  your  world,  no  one  can  injure 
himself  without  injuring  all  with  whom 
he  is  connected,  and  more  particularly 
those  with  whom  he  is  the  most  nearly 
connected,  and  whom  it  is  his  particu* 
lar  duty  to  benefit  and  assist." 
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"  But  there  is  one,V  said  AdaB»*     ^^ 
pointing  to  another,  *^  who  can  bei 
cused  of  none  of  these  errors:- 
herself  in  morals,  as  well  as  life; 
austere  to  others.'*  I     ^ 

"  Oh!"  said  Kabkarra,  "  that  is i 
very  true :  it  will  not  go  hard  iriAl     I 
her.    She  is  here  on  account  of  H 
violence  in  politics.** 

^'  By  my  faith,  but  I  am  glad  of^V 
exclaimed  Ada  Reis:  ^*  I  hope  sheiAj 
be  soundly  trounced.     I  always  hateil 
women  intermeddling  in  afiairs." 

**  You  are  wrong  in  this,  tcio,**  an- 
swered Kabkarra.  "  They  may  often 
be  of  the  greatest  service  in  public 
matters,  as  in  every  thing  else;  but 
women  who  engage  in  politics  ought 
to  take  great  care  that  they  do  not  be- 
come like  the  women  who  follow  a 
camp — ^more  savage  and  ferocious  than 
the  soldiers  themselves.   The  duty  and 
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ce  of  their  sex  is  to  soothe  and  allay 
lot  to  irritate  and  inflame/' 

*  Well,  it  may  be  so,*'  said  Ada 
is;  '*but  I  never  liked  them  to  inter- 
ddle  at  all." 

*  Of  the  others,  whom  you  are  sur- 
ged to  see  here,"  Kabkarra  resumed, 
ome  are  come  to  answer  for  the 
entation  of  their  charity ;  some  for 
petually  tormenting  and  domineer- 
over  their  husbands  and  families, 

ier  the  pretext  of  care  and  afiec- 
i;  and  many  in  consequence  of 
at. you  call  upon  earth  a  good  heart 
i  possession  which  leadft  the  owner 
it  into  more  scrapes  than  any  other 
t.  I  know  of.  For  the  male  sex, 
ny»  whom  you  accounted  generous, 
arraigned  here  for  the  misuse  of 
lir  wealth ;  and  many,  very  many, 
om  you  held  blameless,  for  the  mis- 
ployment  of  their  talents." 

G  2 
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-^  WdiU'^  sid  Ada  Ras,  "  but  to] 
.ruiiK  iu  aBDT  of  the  poor  here?*' 
*^  Thss^  are  hece  to  account  for  tbei] 


■*-  Wjac-  »  poietlj  a  crime?'' 
"^  Nbc  necoBirilp  a  Grime;  bat  it' 
3^  K  :he:  FnigKfrfi  U»icfs  saj,  ajrtfif ' 
^iraraf  c^e  sgaiast  a  man.     He  most 
iocw^  obow  oe  faa»  become  poor;  parti- 
ouiorir  if  be  hKiaDen  bdow  thesitoi' 
turn  in  wbich  be  was  Qr^inally  placed* 
Mt  ^^xxi  friend,  if  Ibe  deiil  really  did 
lU  the  mischief  wfaidi  you  upon  earth 
LiT  ji  his  door,  we  should  have  much 
more  difficulty  in  making  out  our  case 
than  we  have :  but  of  what  you  call 
accident,  misfortune,  calamity,  disas- 
ter, infliction,  you  will  find  here  the 
real  names  to  be  negligence,  sloth,  im- 
prudence,  despondency,   and  intem- 
perance." 

Whilst  Ada  Reis  and  Kabkarra  were 
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^thus  discoursing,  a  terrible  commotion 

^interrupted  the  conversation;  which 

I  was  found  to  proceed  from  a  man  and 

his  wife,  who,  having  been  linked  to- 

,  gether,  were  struggling  violently  to 

I  get  free.    All  they  entreated  was  to 

be  released  from  each  other.     "  Any 

I  other  punishment!"  they  mutually  ex- 

.   claimed,  *^  any  otherpunishment  I  am 

I  willing  to  bear!" — But,  alas!  this  was 

I  the  doom  pronounced;  and  the  reason 

given  for  it  was,  that  they  had  hitherto 

lived  so  much  asunder. 

"  Marriages  then,  I  find,"  said  the 
woman,  *'  are  not  made  in  heaven, 
after  all,  but  here." 

The  next  person  whom  they  met 
was  Fleur  de  Rose:  Ada  Reis  em- 
braced her  with  delight.  "  Et  toi,  ma 
petite,"  said  Ada  Reis,  "  comment 
se  peut-il  que  je  te  trouve  en  si  sombre 
demeure  ?" 


<9i8^ 


'^««>ai,rc      .  ^"'te'  man        *««  * 
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I'avoir  attrap^e  un  rhume  le  soir  avant 
ale  tremblement  de  terre  k  Lima,  on  j'ai 
^Neule  bonheur  de  faire  votreconnoissance^ 
Mm'^tant  trop  echauffiie  en  dansant/' 
m  **E  lei  Signora/'  said  Ada  Reis  ad- 
dressing an  Italian,  who  put  him  for 
BT  one  moment  in  mind  of  his  beloved 

Bianca  di  Castamela. 

I        **  L'amante  mi  ha  trafitto  per  gelosia 

(    dello  sposo/'  said  the  lady,  passing  on. 

"  And  you,  my  rigid  north-coun- 

I    try  Englishwoman,  what  brought  yoi^ 

here  ?*' 

"  Me,  Sir  I  I  don't  know  my  crime." 
"  Your  error  ?** 
"  My  error  !** 
"  Ay,  my  good  lady.** 
**  It  was,  I  believe.  Sir,  dissipation.'* 
**  Indeed!   from  your   appearance, 
that  is  the  last  crime  of  which  I  should 
have  suspected  you.** 

"  Yet,  sir,  I  was  dissipated,  aft^r  our 
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English  manner;  and  I  find  that 
the  dulness  of  my  dissipation  is  no 
cuse  for  it:  it  is  just  as  criminal, 
say,  as  is  the  levity  of  a  Frenchwomftl 
or  the  gallantry  and  spirit  of  an  ItaliaB.1 
"  And  are  they  dull,  then,  in  Enghfli] 
when  they  lead  a  life  of  idleness,  aDi] 
seek  for  amusement?" 

"  Oh,  sir!  if  you  were  but  to  knof 
how  dull.  In  truth,  they  never  dosed^ 
for  amusement — ^they  are  always  aiming 
to  be  what  they  are  not,  or  stud3dng  to 
hide  from  others  what  they  are :  they 
never  love;  they  never  resent;  they 
never  hate  ;  they  never  enjoy :  they  af- 
fect alone,  and  they  assume.** 

"  I  pity,  but  cannot  sympathise  with 
either  them  or  you,  madam,**  said  Ada 
Reis  coldly :  "but  pray,  what  are  those 
gentlemen  that  torment  the  air  with 
groans?" 

^*  They   are  fortune-hunters,    who, 
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[raving  married  for  moneyi  thought  it 
^ko  crime  to  treat  with  cruelty  the  vie- 
^Jdms  of  their  avarice:  they  are  now 
pj^condemned  to  drink  hot  liquid  gold 
^and  silver.  Those  whom  they  so  ill 
^  treated  daily  administer  the  same  to 
I  them." 

**  Dreadful,"  said  Ada  Reis, "  but  just. 
^  And,  I  beseech  you,  who  is  that  hand- 
some man,  surrounded  by  women  who 
seem  persecuting  him  to  death ;  is  he  a 
fortune-hunter  ?  Now,  by  the  Prophet, 
there  seem  enough  women  in  that 
quarter;  I  need  not  have  made -my  re- 
mark." 

"  Sire,"  said  Kabkarra,  "  the  young 
man  you  observe  was,  when  on  earth,  a 
general  admirer  of  the  wives  of  others. 
He  made  his  way  into  the  houses  of 
his  neighbours  under  every  false  pre- 
tence, for  the  purpose  of  practising 
upon  the  affections  of  their  silly  and 
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frail  partners.  He  took  advantage  d 
every  petty  defect  in  the  character  and 
manners  of  the  husband  ;  made  use  oi 
every  calumny  respecting  his  conduct; 
inflamed  every  domestic  difference;  in 
short,  acted  the  part  of  the  skilful  and 
consummate  seducer.  Idleness,  vanitji 
jand  entire  want  of  judgment^  were  not 
.proof  against  the'  seductions  of  so  fa- 
shionable a  profligate.  His  career  was 
run,  of  course,  in  London,  for  no  coun- 
try but  England  acknowledges  such  a 
master,  or  bows  with  submission  to  such 
a  deity.as  Fashion.  You  have  seen  those 
who  worship  the  all-glorious  sun,  and 
in  its  up-rising  and  down-setting  think 
that  they  behold  a  God:  they,  mistaken 
as  they  are,  adore  at  least  what  a  God 
alone  could  have  created  or  guided  in 
its  orbit:  but  for  these  singular  be- 
lievers, these  enlightened  idolaters,  who 
ridiculed  the  worshippers  of  the  sun 
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whilst  on  earth,  how  can  you  account 
for  their  infatuation  ?  They  have  bowed 
the  knee  to  a  meaner  object  than  a  cow 
or  an  image ;  they  have  loved,  admired, 
thought  on,  lived  for,  a  deity,  which 
they  themselves  had  created ;  a  deity 
composed  too  of  a  greater  variety  of 
substances  than  the  molten  idol  which 
the  stiff-necked  Israelites  worshipped 
in  the  desert.  They  have  sacrificed 
honour,  peace  of  mind,  health,  wealth, 
wives,  parents,  and,  shudder  when  you 
think  of  it,  their  children,  at  the  shrine 
of  this  painted  doll,  this  Fashion ;  and 
they  are  now,  in  bitter  accents,  la- 
menting their  infatuation.  See,''  con- 
tinued Kabkarra,  ^^  what  numbers  are 
advancing  to  bow  the  knee  and  wor- 
ship even  here  the  image  I  have 
described  to  you,  the  many-coloured 
deity  who  oh  earth  misled  them! 
Not  frantic,    like    the    followers    of 
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Atis;  not  in  Bacchanalian  riot  and 
disorder,  do  they  advance  wildly  to 
perform  horrid  rites,  but  gently  re- 
served, and  timidly  fearful,  these  fair 
but  faded  votaries  approach !  In  their 
hands  they  bear  flowers  once  fragrant, 
now  blighted,  to  strew  upon  that  altar 
to  which  in  early  youth  they  were  sacri- 
ficed.  How  mournful,  how  haggard  is 
their  air !" 

.  "  Yet  do  they  dance  and  smile,  and 
sing  the  song  of  love  and  joy,*'  said 
Ada  Reis. 

"  It  is  no  effort,**  repUed  Kabkarra, 
"  for  them  thus  to  deceive  the  eyes  of 
others,  whilst  their  hearts  are  bleeding: 
the  mask  of  gaiety,  the  outward  garb 
of  happiness,  these  misled  votaries  are 
commanded  to  put  on ;  many,  however, 
have  no  hearts  nor  minds:  these,  if 
you  observe,  follow  the  rest,  and  form 
the  mass  of  the  assembly,  whilst  the 
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more  distinguished,  with  heads  erect, 
and  insolent  air,  usurp  at  parties  and 
at  feasts  the  places  of  supposed  di- 
stinction: these  wear  peculiar  badges 
of  servitude  to  their  deity,  to  raise 
them  in  the  estimation  of  the  gaping 
crowd}  they  mingle  not,  if  you  ob- 
serve, with  the  vulgar  herd — nothing  in 
life  for  them  had  charms  but  honours 
denied  to  others.  At  theatres  they  sat 
apart ;  to  public  exhibitions  they  went 
upon  days  when  the  public  were  ex- 
cluded; the  beauties  of  nature,  the 
works  of  art,  the  mimic  representation 
of  passions  exhibited  on  the  stage, 
study,  amusement,  the  voice  of  song, 
the  fire  of  genius,  were  all  tasteless  and 
dull  to  their  apprehension,  unless  they 
alone  might  exclusively  see,  hear,  read, 
enjoy,  what  others  could  not/* 
^*  I  would  speak  with  them/'  said 
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Ada  Reis,  **  and  hear  from  their  own 
mouths  their  divers  histories." 

**  Alas !  the  history  of  one,''  said  Kab- 
karra,  ^  is  the  history  of  all/* 

As  he  yet  spoke,  a  fly,  gaily  extend- 
ing its  wings,  soared  round  and  round, 
ever  the  same  continued  round  until 
it  consumed  itself  in  the  flame  of  a 
g<4den  lamp,  and  languished  away  in 
agonies. — Kabkarra,  pointing  to  it, 
smiled  scornfully — **  Such  is  the  hi- 
story, and  such  the  fate  of  those  you 
have  gazed  upon — but  enough  of  them. 
— Passion,  not  fashion,  I  imagine,  sire, 
brought  you  here.'* 

"  I  would  converse,"  said  Ada  Reis, 
**  with  that  thin  woman: — why  does  she 
weep  thus?  Art  thou  also  one  of  these? 
Thy  faded  wreath,  thy  haggard  air, 
thy  lingering  step,  declare  it.** 

•*  I  once  was  one  of  them,**  said  the 


ADA   REIS.  95 

lady,  with  a  deep*drawn  sigh;;  *'  but  I 
am  nothing  now." 

"  Communicate  to  me,  gentle  lady,'* 
said  Ada  Reis^  *^  what  have  been  your 
adventures,  and  what  occasions  you 
such  regret  ?" 

*•  The  happy  dream  of  life  being  for 
ever  passed;  the  dread,  too»  lest  I 
should  have  been  thought  wanting  in 
gratitude  and  attachment  to  those  I 
loved  so  well.'* 

"  Are  you  sincerely  penitent  for  your 
errors?" 

**  From  niy  heart,  I  ami*' 

*<  What  are  you  doomed  to  suffer  ?'' 

"  My  punishment  is  now  to  see  the 
shades  of  every  one  once  dear  to  me 
pass  by  ,me  with  indifiererice ;  to  feel 
intensely,  but  to  know  that: none  do 
feel  for  me ;  to  hear  from  time-pieces, 
all  day  and  all  night  long,  not  the  hours» 
but  all  my  thousand  follies  and  faults 


repeated ;  and  to  be  conscious  that  all 
my  thoughts,  wishes,  and  actions  are  mis- 
represented. Sir,  can  I  saj  more?  I  was 
idolized — lam — ah!  would  I  were  only 
forgotten ! — But  it  is  well — I  lost  my- 
self. I  felt  the  harshness  and  the  un- 
kindness  of  some  too  keenly — ^I  seized 
a  pen— and  the  pen  whic^  knew  once 
but  to  write  with  the  milk  of  human 
kindness  I  dipped  in  gall/' 

"  No  woman  should  ever  write,**  said 
Ada  Reid. 

The  lady  sighed. 

"  Name  to  me,"  said  Ada  Reis,  "as 
they  pass  us  in  long  procession,  these 
misled  votaries,  and  tell  me  truly  all 
you  know  of  them/' 

"  They  have  borne  with  me,'*  said 
the  lady:  "  I  will  never  return  evil 
for  good,  and — ** ...  As  she  yet  spoke, 
she  mournfully  turned  away,  and  fol- 
lowed with  the  rest. 
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"  If  I  had  but  really  believed  all 
this/'  said  Ada  Reis,  **  nor  pasi^ion, 
nor  fashion,  nor  ought  else  should 
have  brought  me  here.  Why,  Kab- 
karra,  you  knave  of  knaves,  you  never 
even  hinted  at  such  things." 
''  Did  I  not  ?" 

"  No,  by  the  prophet ;  and,  so  far 
from  it,  you  promised  to  gratify  my 
ambition  to  its  fullest  extent;  you  even 
promised  me,  you  dog,  to  bestow  upon 
me  a  kingly  crown !" 

"  That  promise  alone  should  have 
told  you,"  said  Kabkarra,  "  that  I 
meant  you  but  little  favour ;  for  whe- 
ther  it  be  of  thorns  or  of  gold,  it  is  a 
heavy  care  to  him  upon  whom  it  is  be- 
stowed. Man,  when  he  places  it  upon 
his  brows,  assumes  a  pre-eminence  over 
his  fellow-creatures,  and  undertakes 
an  awful  responsibility :  if  he  perform 
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the  arduous  task  well,  his  reward  is 
infinite;  and  if  he  fail,  Ada.Reis,  mud 
is  forgiven  to  the  difficulty  of  his  sitMr 
tion.     But  I  speak  only,  my  good  Sir, 
of  kings  who  were  born  to  the  honour; 
upon  whom  it  descended  unsought  for, 
and  not  to  such  as  thou,  who  had  uo 
more  need,  heaven  help  thee,  of  being 
a  king  than  a  cook ;  and  as  I  know  yoa 
are  fond  of  eating,  tell  me,  by-the-by, 
if  you  ever  any  where  tasted  such  fare." 
"  I  think  at  Paris." 
"  Why  the  very  traiteur  you  allude 
to  is  head  cook  here;  and  another  such 
left  in  that  city  had  sent  the  rest  of 
the  inhabitants  of  that  too  delightful 
capital  to  us  without  a  chance  of  re- 
demption." 

"  Oh,  this  at  least  is  good,"  said 
Ada  Reis ;  "  then  we  shall  live  well,  at 
all  events.    But  Fiormonda  ?" 
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"  I  hasten  to  find  her,"  said  Kab- 
karra,  for  one  moment  retiring. 

Ada  Reis  now  turned  about,  and 
observed  that  from  every  apartment, 
whoever  they  might  be,  and  whatever 
mighthave  been  their  occupation,  every 
soul  was  following  him ;  he  seemed  to 
be  the  leader  of  an  immense  multitude, 
or  the  popular  representative  of  an  En- 
glish city,  or  a  Pasha  performing  a  pil- 
grimage to  the  shrine  of  the  Prophet, 
so  great  was  the  increasing  number  of 
his  followers,  and  so  diversified  were 
their  various  countenances  and  habits. 
An  equerry,  named  Mousti,  now  opened 
a  door,  just  peeped  through  it,  then 
shut  it  again,  and  laughed.  Ada  Reis, 
who  never  took  a  jest  well,  unless  he 
had  provoked  it,  and  who  was  curious 
to  a  fault,  was  highly  offended  at  this 
freedom,  and  might  have  fallen  into  a 
phrensy  of  passion,  had  not  at  that  in- 
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CHAPTER  V. 

THE   ROTAL   APARTMENT. 

'*  I  am  in  torments,  ineffable  torments!  an  un- 
relenting fire  preys  on  my  heart.*' 

Vathek. 

Kabkarra  returned;  the  doors  of 
the  royal  cabinet  were  open.  Ada 
Reis  walked  forward.  All  was  gloomy 
here;  nor  massive  gold,  nor  imperial 
purple,  nor  magnificence,  nor  cold 
ceremony,  could  enliven  the  cheerless 
aspect  of  the  place. 

^'  It  is  not  just !  it  is  not  just !  it  is 
not  just !  that  we  should  be  here,'*  cried 
the  multitude,  mournfully  address- 
ing Ada  Reis;  as  vast  numbers  sur- 
rounded him  on  his  entrance,  all  lament- 
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ing,  and  all  lookiiig  to  him  with  hqie 
of  redress;  for  even  in  these  strange 
scenes  and  halls  they  required  a  leader, 
the  Europeans,  in  particular;  and  see- 
ing in  Ada  Reis  that  manner  which 
bespoke  command,  and  hearing  that 
he  was  a  monarch,  without  further  dis- 
cussion they  accompanied  him  where- 
soever he  led  them. 

What  had  the  gloomy  party  now 
given  for  one  hour  of  that  life  they  had 
lavished  away  with  such  prodigal  un- 
concern !  Of  what  matter  now  were  the 
quarrels,  bickerings,  envyings,  hatings, 
fears,  and  hopes,  which  had  darkened 
or  illumined  their  journey  upon  earth! 
How  their  hearts  reproached  them 
for  every  act  of  unkindness  to  crea- 
tures as  frail,  as  miserable  as  them- 
selves !  How  idle  appeared  now  every 
useless  extravagance,  every  selfish  care! 
They  were  at  the  end  of  all  things; 
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and  as  time  past  was  presented  to  the 
memory  of  each,  with  every  action 
marked,   as  in  a  chart,  their  spirits 
sickened  at  the  detail  and  exhibition 
of  so  many  follies  and  iniquities  i  and, 
what  was  still  more  painful  to  them,they 
saw  that  others  knew  them,  and  all  they 
had  done,  and  they  durst  not  look 
around  them,  so  great  was  their  humi- 
liation.  A  thousand  eager  voices  aris- 
ing at  once,   continually  inquired— 
"  What  was  to  be  their  doom?"  some 
asking,  others  speculating,  others  rea- 
soning,  others  fearing,   others  hope- 
ing«— no  one  answering.    But  as  soon 
as  they  had  entered  the  royal  cabinet 
a  deep  and  solemn  silence  ensued}  for 
there,   under  a^    canopy,   Fiormonda 
and  Condulmar  were  seated  in  awful 
majesty  upon  thrones,   adorned  with 
every  badge  of  royalty.    Pespair  was 
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pictured  upon  Kormonda's  counte* 
nance; .  malice  and  cruelty  distorted 
the  beautiful  expression  of  Condul- 
mar's.  Ada  Reis  paused  to  contem- 
plate this  unexpected  scene.  It  is 
true,  Rormonda  wore  an  imperial 
diadem,  but  it  appeared  to  weigh  upon 
and  oppress  her.  She  was  pale,  as 
is  the  first  hue  of  death,  but,  like  it, 
calm,  and  still  lovely :  passion  no  Jongei 
lighted  her  eye,  nor  moved  her  lip; 
a  look  of  suffering  only  proved  that  she 
was  alive  j  but  though  alive,  the  heart 
that  had  felt  so  warmly  was  as  ice  •  the 
blood  that,  in  its  rapid  current,  had 
rioted  so  violently,  was  chilled  j  the 
thoughts,  which  had  burst  the  bonds 
and  fetters  imposed  by  reason  and  duty, 
were  all  now  turned  inwardly  upon  her- 
self. 
Ada  Reis's  was  for  a  moment  deeply 
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affected.  He  advanced,  andwould  have 
clasped  her  to  his  bosom,  but  he  could 
not  approach  her.  She  only  looked 
upon  him  with  mournful,  reproachful 
silence ;  her  eyes  gazing  as  the  eyes 
of  one  in  stupor,  but  half-conscious 
of  what  they  see:  her  countenance 
perfect  in  beauty,  but  darkened  in  its 
expression  by  all  the  hopelessness  of 
despair. 

"  We  keep  no  sabbath  here"  was 
written  in  large  and  bright  characters 
above  the  throne.  Kabkarra,  to  relieve 
Ada  Reis,  drew  aside  a  rich  curtain, 
and  suddenly  the  illuminated  gallery 
burst  upon  his  admiring  view.  This 
was  splendour!  this  was  beauty!  It 
was  lighted  with  a  brilliancy  unknown 
in  the  palaces  of  mortals,  and  in  the 
midst  of  it  was  spread  a  banquet  of 
more  than    regal    magnificence.     A 
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bu«t  Of  rapturous  applause  proceeded 
*rom  the  astonished  crowd. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 


THE     BANQUET. 


"  A  table  richly  spread^  in  regal  mode^ 
With  dishes  piled^  and  meats  of  noblest  sort 
And  savour^  beasts  of  chase^  or  fowl  of  game^ 
In  pastry  built^  or  from  the  spit^  or  boil'd^ 
Gris — amber — steam'd ;  all  fish  from  sea  or  shore^ 
Freshet^  or  purling  brook^  of  shell  or  fin^ 
And  exquisitest  name^  for  which  was  drain'd 
Pontus  and  Lucrine  bay^  and  Afric  coast. 
Alas  1  how  simple,  to  tiiese  cates  compared, . 
Was  that  crude  apple  that  diverted  Eve  1" 

Paradise  Regained. 

As  the  first  clamour  of  wonder  and 
delight  subsided,  a  profound  sflence 
again  prevailed;  but  the  spectacle  was 
at  once  so  grand  and  so  fair,  that  each 
individual  awakened  from  despair  to 
remorse,  from  remorse  to  hope* 

The  tables  were  covered  with  the 
richest  meats^^fruitsihe  most  tempting. 
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and  wines  of  exquisite  and  rare  flavour, 
whilst  opening  doors  displayed  asupeib 
range  of  apartments,  ornamented  with 
breathing  marbles,  and  paintings  the 
most  exquisite :  one  charm  alone  was 
wanting — the  charm  of  rarity;  fe 
jewels  and  gold  were  scattered  around 
with  such  profusion  as  to  be  disre* 
garded,  and  the  blaze  of  light  was  re- 
flected from  so  many  mirrors,  that  the 
dazzled  eye  had  difficulty  in  fixing  itself 
upon  any  one  object.  While  thus  rapt 
in  enchantment,  music  was  suddenly 
heard,  such  as  the  ear  of  love  listens 
to  with  delight ;  not  the  martial  strain 
that  kindles  our  wilder  passions,  nei- 
ther the  mournful  tone  that  melts  the 
heart  to  sadness,  but  the  sofl-breath- 
ing  flute,  the  gay  guitar,  the  harp  ac- 
companied by  the  Italian  voice,  notes 
that  thrill  the  ear,  and  vibrate  to  the 
heart;  and  after  this  a  more  hvely  and 
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^  a  nobler  strain.   Its  effect  was  like  that 
j|Of  a  summer  breeze  on  a  gloomy  day, 
I  which  puts  the  feathery  spray  of  the 
^saplings  in  motion,  while  the  duskier 
>  foliage  hardly  quivers  to  the  sound; 
for  its  effect  on  the  youthful  and  gay 
was  instantaneous .   Fairy  forms  circled 
with  even  measure  in  the  easy  waltz, 
or  glided  in  the  light  quadrille,  while 
the  Spanish  and  the  Russian  moved 
lightly  to  the  sound  of  the  balalaika,  or 
bounded  to  the  gay  rattle  of  the  cas- 
tanets. Condulmar  and  Fiormonda  pre- 
sided over  the  entertainment,  and  Ada 
Reis  was  to  fill  the  next  seat  of  honour. 
Fiormonda  hitherto  had  not  spoken ; 
and  despair  still  sate  unmoved  upon  her 
countenance. 

Condulmar  seemed  to  regard  her 
with  a  smile  of  scorn.  In  truth,  he 
hated  and  despised  her,  and  had  the 
misery  of  feeling  she  could  never  die  j 
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turning)  therefore,  from  her  with  dis- 
dain, he  descended  from  the  throne, 
and  approached  the  banquet,  making 
sign  for  every  one  to  be  seated.  Ada 
Reis  had  been  waiting  some  time  for  a 
word  of  notice.  Condulmar  now  fixed 
his  eyes  upon  him  and  smiled  a  wel- 
come, then  casting  them  around  upon 
the  fair  assemblage,  '^  Men  and  women 
of  the  world,**  he  said,  "  I  am  com- 
manded to  bid  you  welcome  by  him  I 
may  not  name,  whose  sceptre  for  this 
night  I  bear .  Partake  of  this  feast,  en- 
joy the  moments  allowed  you,  and  to- 
morrow your  claims  will  be  fairly  heard, 
and  your  future  state  appointed.  Ada 
Reis,  as  a  friend,  I  greet  you.** 

A  nice  observer  might,  perhaps,  have 
detected  as  much  of  mockery  as  of  com- 
plaisance in  Condulmar*s  address,  but 
it  was  accepted  by  the  multitude,  as  it 
appeared  to  be  intended,  when  Fior- 
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monda  arising,  at  length  broke  silence 
as  follows,  in  unexpected  accents: 
"  Unhappy  mortals/*  she  cried,  **  O  yet 
beware !  all  here  is  deception.  This 
palace  is  but  the  abode  of  remorse  and 
grief;  these  flowers  distil  poison ;  these 
viands  carry  in  them  death;  in  the 
goblet  is  a  serpent,  and  the  lips  of 
love  will  whisper  curses  after  they  have 
touched  it ;  eat  not,  drink  not,  but  re- 
pent/* 

"  In  life's  short  day,**  said  Condul- 
mar,  ^'  you  had  time  and  means  allotted 
to  distinguish  between  good  and  evil ; 
and  having  preferred  and  followed  evil, 
have  joined  me  in  this  abode.  You  have 
chosen  for  yourselves,  and  now  learn 
as  far  as  you  can  yet  learn,  the  value 
of  your  choice ;  it  has  been  yours  to 
sin,  it  is  mine  to  reward.** 

As  upon  a  stormy  night  the  shrieking 
wind  sounds  mournfully  as  it  passes 
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over  the  forests^  and  shakes  witb  it^ 
violence  some  old  battlement,  so  one 
fearful  cry  of  wailing  and  despair  burst 
from  the  assembled  guests,  and  made 
the  galleries  and  halls  tremble  with  the 
sound.  Fiormonda  again  addressed 
herself  to  Condulmar,  her  voice  faint 
and  broken,  as  if  no  longer  supported 
by  hope,  "  Were  it  possible  to  move 
the  unjust  to  one  act  of  justice,  were 
there  a  single  chance  of  impressing  the 
hardened  heart,  I  should  yet  be  heard. 
It  is  true,  that,  in  the  short  deceitful 
days  of  life,  we  committed  errors: 
young  in  mind,  and  wanting  in  expe- 
rience, we  suffered  ourselves  to  be  be- 
guiled J  we  knew  right  from  wrong,  I 
allow ;  but  daemons  in  your  form  being 
permitted  to  arise  and  tempt  us,  it 
was  scarce  possible  for  us  to  resist :  in 
the  name  of  these  beings,  who,  like 
myself,  have  been  beguiled,  I  plead. — 
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If  it  be  permitted  to  you, — if  yet  a 
pitying  angel  hovers  over  us  to  snatch 
us  from  your  grasp,— try  us  but  once 
again;  permit  us,  with  our  present 
consciousness  of  the  punishment  that 
awaits  us,  to  encounter  any  tempta- 
tion :  and  should  we,  by  our  conduct, 
and  sincere  repentance,  merit  some 
mitigation  of  our  menaced  fate,  may 
we  hope  to  find  it?  Alas!  we  judged 
but  through  the  medium  of  our  senses ; 
we  saw  imperfectly,  and  the  intelli- 
gence of  our  minds  was  not  suffi- 
cient to  penetrate  the  mystery :  young, 
infatuated,  inexperienced,  we  suffered 
ourselves  to  be  misled;  but  had  we 
lived,  had  time  been  given  us,  had  we 

pOMtively  felt  afraid " 

"  This,"  said  Condulmar,  "  is  the 
general  complaint;  but  Ada  Reis 
knows  human  nature  too  well,  not  to  be 
certain  that  were  you  again,  with  all 
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the  experience  you  have  acquired,  to 
be  exposed  to  temptation,  you  would 
again  fall  before  it.** 

"  Oh,  but  we  should  not!"  cried  a 
million  of  voices  at  once.  **  Put  us  to 
the  proof  now,  now  that  we  know  to 
what  error  and  frivolity  will  lead,  re- 
store us  but  for  a  few  moments  to  life, 
give  us  but  one  chance  more,  tempt 
us  as  you  will,  but  let  us  retain  a  cer- 
tain remembrance  of  the  consequence 
of  our  faults,  and  see  if  we  shall  again 
commit  them." 

"  Why  do  I  waste  my  tears  and 
prayers,"  said  Fiormonda,  **  upon  one 
who  cannot  feel.  Too  happy  in  our 
misery,  you  would  not  give  us  this  one 
chance  of  safety,  even  were  the  power 
granted  you  to  allow  of  it." 

Something  like  a  smile  curled  the  lip 
of  Condulmar,  when  a  voice  arose  from 
beneath,  which  seemed  to  shake  the 
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/oiindations  of  the  palace,  "  The  power 
is  granted  to  me,  and  the  trial  shall  be 
made  I" 

"  Creatures  of  clay,  attend  1 — On 
"  this  one  night  depends  your  fate. 
**  The  master  I  serve,  although  reviled 
"  by  all,  cannot,  may  not  be  unjust; 
"justice  wills,  that  penitence  be  put 
."  to  the  proof.  We  force  no  votaries 
**  intb  riur  train ;  we  need  not  the  ha^sh 
'^  means  of  force  and  compulsion :  no 
"  one  enters  the  service  of  our  sove- 
"  reign,  except  willingly  and  by  his 
"  own  consent.  You  came  here  by 
"  your  own  free  choice ;  you  shall  now 
•*  have  power  given,  if  you  desire  it,  to 
depart ;  Zubany^nn  is  not  a  tyrant ; 
he  wins  and  rules  by  gentleness-  and 
persuasion,  not  by  compulsion  and 
violence.  Your  feelings  and  passions 
"  will  return  :  remember,  in  the  hour 
"  of  temptation,  eternal  happihess  or 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

THE  DAY  OF  PROBATION. 

As  in  the  Mediterranean  and  summer 
seas  the  waves  will  often  not  begin 
to  work  and  whiten  till  the  wind  is 
down,  so  when  the  voice,  which  had  been 
listened  to  in  silence,  ceased,  a  mixed 
murmur  arose*  All  lifted  up  their 
voices,  all  promised,  and  all  resolved, 
and  at  this  moment  from  above  the 
vaulted  roof  the  hymn  of  penitence 
and  faith  struck  full  upon  their  hear- 
ing. Amidst  the  choir  Fiormonda  di- 
stinguished the  voice  of  her  guardian 
spirit; — her  heart  melted  into  grief, 
yet  hope  prevailed.  The  diadem  no 
longer  oppressed  her  temples,  a  smile 
fromCondulmar  was  all  that  she  desired : 
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he  looked  upon  her,  as  when  first  he 
had  loved  her. 

Oh !  what  a  dream  is  happiness,  since 
it  depends  upon   a  smile    or  frown ! 
That  look   restored  Fiormonda  from 
despair  to  ecstasy;  and  the  beauty  and 
vivacity  of  her  countenance  returned 
once  again  to  captivate  each  beholder. 
She  was  now  no  longer  a  silent  mourn- 
ful shade,  but  the  idol  and  queen  of 
the   feast;    and  the  first   act  of  her 
changed  feelings  was  to  throw  herself 
into  her  father's  arms,  who  clasped  her 
to  his  heart,  and  wept  with  tears  of  joy. 
Others  were  there  as  youtig  and  nearly 
as  lovely  as  Fiormonda,  who  no  sooner 
forgot  their  former  alarm,  than  they 
gave  way  to  their  former  flow  of  spirits. 
Lovers  now  wandered  around  the 
galleries  with  the  ladies  of  their  hearts, 
asking  of  them  their  adventures,  and  de- 
jscribing  what  had  occurred  to  them- 
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iselves,  since  they  had  parted.  Ada 
Reis,  in  transport,  caUing  Coup  de 
Vent,  and  Fleur  de  Rose,  and  Kab- 
karra,  entreated  that  the  splendid  ban- 
quet might  not  be  neglected,  nor  the 
d6jeAn6  k  la  fourchette,  of  which  he 
had  partaken  in  the  morning,  prevent 
the  evening  repast.  Shaffou  Paca,  as 
usual,  presided  at  her  tea-table  of  bas 
bleues,  to  which  every  one  was  not 
admitted. 

At  the  same  time,  whatever  was  done 
was  done  in  fear,  and  alarm  still  crept 
over  the  guests,  as  they  recollected 
where  they  were ;  so  that  they  might 
be  said  to  rejoice  in  trembling,  and  to 
feast  with  dread.  Hope,  however,  was 
theirs  with  all  her  fair  attributes ;  the 
.feast  was  exquisite, the  chambers  beau- 
tiful, and  the  whole  scene  of  unparal- 
leled magnificence. 
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The  omversation  by  degrees  grew 
more  and  more  animated  and  interest^ 
ing.  **  How  singular,  after  all,  that 
there  should  be  such  a  place  !** 

**  I  never  believed  a  word  of  it,  I  swear 
to  you,"  said  one,  **  though  I  aflfected 
to  do  so,  of  course,  for  the  example." 

^  But  what  do  you  really  imagine, 
after  all,  is  to  happen  ?*'  said  another. 

"  Really,'*  replied  a  third,  "  I  have 
done  with  imagining  now.'' 

A  Monsieur  de  S  ,  a  celebrated 
professor  of  philosophy,  who  had  often 
proved  (to  his  own  satisfaction)  the 
fiilsehood  of  all  religion,  was  now  dis- 
coursing with  Ada  Reis.  "  He  was,"  he 
said, "  he  must  confess,  exceedingly  dis- 
composed at  what  had  occurred;  a 
point  blank  refutation,  he  acknow- 
ledged, of  arguments  which  had  con- 
vinced the  most  enlightened,  and  gained 
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for  himself  the  highest  distinction.  But 
that  which  surprised  him  even  more 
was,  that  so  many  philosophers  were 
wrong,  and  so  much  of  what  they  were 
thought  actually  to  have  demonstrated 
erroneous.  I  used/'  added  Monsieur 
de  S ,  "  to  talk  much  of  the  weak- 
ness of  the  understanding  of  man,  of 
the  narrow  limit  of  human  views,  of 
the  strength  of  prejudice,  and  the  wan- 
derings of  imagination;  but,  until  I 
came  here,  I  was  never  aware  of  the 
extent  to  which  they  existed,  nor  of 
how  much  the  world  was  misled  by 
them.*' 

Ada  Reis  stood  some  moments 
musing  deeply  upon  what  the  professor 
said.  ^^  It  is  strange,  sir !''  at  length 
he  exclaimed:  '^  I  too,  like  you,  have 
been  deceived ;  and  now  I  find  that  all 
I  thought  certain  is  false,  and  all  that 
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I  derided  and  disbelieved  as  impossibk 
is  true.** 

A  ladjy  who  had  pleaded  with  do- 
qoence  for  a  respite  and  further  tiiii, 
now  perceived  her  lover  bj  her  side^ 
"  Are  you  here  ?**  said  she  ;  '*  is  it  po6- 
^ble  ?" 

•*  Your  hand,**  said  her  lover. 

"  Take  it,"  she  said,  "  it  is  yours 
alone  and  for  ever/* 

But  hardly  were  their  hands  united, 
when  the  chill  of  death  crept  over  h&. 
•*  How  deadly  cold,*'  she  cried,  as  they 
stood  petrified  and  entranced,  while  the 
gay  company  still  laughed  around  and 
saw  them  not,  or  gazed  upon  them  as  on 
the  statues  which  supported  the  portico. 

Every  one  perceived  with  astonish- 
ment the  weakness  of  his  neighbour ; 
every  one  in  turn  proved,  that  were 
they  to  be  tempted,  as  others  were, 
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they  should  assuredly  resist.  Some 
took  the  opportunity  of  the  failure  of 
others^  to  preach  to  such  as  remained, 
warning  them  of  their  danger;  some 
turned  with  asperity  from  those  whose 
errors  they  had  observed,  wholly  un- 
conscious of  their  own.  These  sup- 
posed advocates  of  chastity  and  reli- 
gion were  astonished  at  finding  them- 
selves in  such  a  place — like  the  pha- 
risees,  they  enumerated  all  they,  had 
done — ^like  them  they  looked  with  hor- 
ror upon  the  frail  company  before  them, 
and  with  whom  to  avoid  associating 
:they  formed  a  little  junto  of  their  own, 
when  suddenly  a  mirror  was  exhibited 
to  their  view,  in  which  they  saw  the 
malice,  the  envy,  the  uncharitableness 
of  their  hearts.  "  For  these,'*  said  the 
guide,  "for  these  who  showed  no  mercy 
to  their  fellow-creatures,  no  mercy  shall 
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be  shown :  and  by  the  religion  and  tk 
morality  they  have  misapplied  *  ani 
misused  they  shall  be  judged  and  cos- 
demned."  Their  fate  occasioned  in- 
finite triumph  to  the  lawless  and  the 
profligate ;  but  short  was  their  laugh, 
-and  short  their  boast:  for,  strange  to 
-tell,  every  oneyielded,  however  resohred 
against  it,  when  his  own  particular 
ruling  passion  ¥ras  excited  by  tempta- 
tion. So  that  before  tiie  evening  bad 
concluded,  the  pretended  patriot  had 
sold  himself  for  hire ;  the  minister  had 
betrayed  his  king;  the  king  in  his 
resolves,  had  oppressed  his  country; 
the  son  had  forsaken  his  parent ;  the 
parent  had  mis-spent  the  heritage  of 
his  children ;  the  virgin  had  renounced 
her  honour ;  the  wife  had  forgotten  her 
vow ;  the  ambitious  man  had  become 
mean ;  and  the  infidel,  after  enjoying 
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ail  the  blessings  of  a  long  life  in  a  fair 
and  wonderfid  world,  denied  his  Crea- 
tor! 

Ada  Reis,  with  new  animation  in  his 
eyes,  filled  his  goblet  to  the  brim,  and 
laughed  at  the  failure  of  each  depart- 
ing guest,  swearing  that  he  himself  had 
never  felt  happier  any  where.  "  In 
truth,"  he  added,  "  if  it  were  not  my 
own  inclination,  I  have  done  nothing 
to  deserve  being  retained  in  these 
abodes/' 

As  he  spoke,  a  female  stood  before 
him :  it  was  not  Fiormonda,  but  one 
little  less  beautiful,  and  much  re- 
sembling her.  Could  it  be?  Yes,  it 
was!  it  was  Bianca  di  Castamela — 
young,  innocent,  attached:  he  ap- 
proached to  greet  her — at  that  instant 
the  shade  of  Giulliano  passed  him. 
Bianca  appeared  confused — her  infi- 
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delity  was  beyond  a  doubt.  Jesloasj 
raged  in  Ada  Reis's  heart;  he  seized 
her  by  her  dark  tresses,  and,  dragging 
her  along,  prepared  himself  to  take 
signal  vengeance  upon  her.  She  knelt, 
she  implored  for  mercy:  she  fell  a 
mangled  corpse  at  his  feet.  Tlien  with 
a  hollow  laugh  he  rgoiced  at  what  he 
had  done.     The  vision  fled. 

^*  I  have  done  a  deed  of  blood,''  said 
Ada  Reis;  ^  but  I  am  secure.** 

**  Rejoice  in  that  security,**  said  his 
guide;  *^  thy  crimes  are  not  single: 
continue,  therefore,  and  enjoy  thyself' 

Condulmar  again  breathed  vows  of 
ardour  to  his  mistress.  "  I  have  dis- 
guised till  now,"  he  said,  **  my  real 
wishes;  your  love,  dearest  and  best 
beloved,  is  all  I  ask  for.  In  infancy  I 
watched  thee,  in  maturer  years  I  di- 
rected thy  mind — thou  art  mine !   My 
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feigned  disdain  was  but  to  make  trial 
of  thy  attachment."  At  that  moment 
the  last  faint  spund  of  an  evening 
vesper  passed  over  the  ear  of  Fior- 
monda ;  she  looked  upon  Condulmar, 
his  beautiful  countenance  was  softened 
with  the  expression  of  love,  his  eyes 
were  dimmed  with  tears.  "  I  am  mi- 
serable/' he  said,  "  and  amidst  thou- 
sands I  am  alone.''  #  #  # 
#         #         #         # 

All  have,  perhaps,  felt  what  it  is  to 
love  with  ardour;  some  have,  no  doubt, 
been  loved  again,  even  to  idolatry. 
Have  any,  thus  loved,  been  forsaken — 
have  they  endured  the  agonising  bit- 
terness of  heart  of  seeing  those  for 
whom  they  have  wasted  feeling,  per- 
haps their  character,  unworthy;  and 
what  some  lovers  feel,  even  more, 
ungrateful,  contemptuous,  and  indif- 


this  been   the  case?— a 
gttnaroas  lieart  has  affection  yei 
endiYed  the  hard  trial? — has  such  a 
stmggied  hard,  yet  failed^  to  over- 
all unworthy  attachment;  and 
dial  being  thus  doted  upon  be- 
ttered to  be  siqperior  to  all  others? — ^was 
his  smile,  like  Condulmar's,  all  beau- 
tifiol  and  seductive  ? — ^was  his  voice  soft 
and  persuasive? — in  his   frown  was 
diere  death  to  the  heart's  peace  ?   Let 
mMA  a  one  now  imagine  Fiormonda 
amidst  the  base,  the  vile,  the  wicked ; 
estranged  from  every  human  tie,  and 
lost  to  that  love  which  she  still  con- 
tinued to  cherish. 

"  Is  that  a  catalpa  in  your  bosom  ?" 
said  Condulmar :  "  give  it  to  me,  in 
token  of  forgiveness/' 

She  looked  upon  him,  and  love,  more 
dangerous  than   an   infectious   fever. 
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t^aught  from  his  glknce  new  fuel  where- 
with to  consume  her; — she  hesitated ; 
she  had  forgotten  his  cruelty — his 
wickedness:  she  adored  him,  and 
she  saw  that  her  attachment  was  re- 
turned. She  felt  again  with  all  the 
confiding  innocence,  the  ardour,  the 
enthusiasm  of  first  youth,  for  to  that 
period  had  she  returned.  The  moment 
of  temptation  had  recurred,  and  hu* 
man  frailty  could  scarcely  resist :  sud* 
denly  springing  from  its  delusions,  she 
knelt  and  prayed  for  support. 

Scarce  had  she  uttered  the  heartfelt 
prayer,  when  her  spirit,  like  a  cloud, 
dissolved  and  melted  into  air.  She 
was  borne  through  the  shrieking  winds; 
she  was  carried  in  the  lightning  amidst 
storms  and  whirlwinds.  Through  flame 
and  through  air  she  saw  crowding  be- 
fore her  astonished  senses  all  that  was, 
and  is,  and  will  be :  delirium  never  con- 
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jured  upwch  fantastic  horrors  as  passed 
before  her;  but  her  determination  con- 
tinued unshaken,  and  by  that  deter- 
mination she  was  preserved. 

In  the  meantime  the  revellers  con- 
ttnued  their  entertainment.  The  song 
was  gay,  the  dance  was  more  and 
more  rapid ;  the  wine  was  quaffed,  the 
meats  vanished,  and  the  light  became 
so  dazzling  that  the  enfeebled  eje 
coidd  scarce  endure  it.  Condulmar 
now  a^roached  his  other  votaries  and 
admirers  with  tempting  and  deceitful 
words;  but,  whilst  he  spoke,  his  visage 
became  de&rmed,  and  its  expression 
terrible. 

His  adulators  started  back.  ^*  Is  this/' 
they  said,  "  him  whom  we  have  loved?"* 

"  I  was  ever,"  he  cried,  "  the  monster 
you  now  see  me.  I  did  not  even  dis- 
guise myself,  fair  and  frail  ones,  but 
you  chose  to  love  me  in  spite  of  what 
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I  was.  I  sought  you  not ;  more  even 
than  this,  I  warned  you.  I  have  the 
same  splendid  talents  now,  the  same 
powers  of  seduction ;  one  only  gift  I 
retain  not,  and,  to  your  shame  I  speak 
it,  it  seems  the  only  one  which  has 
power  to  win  and  keep  you — I  mean 
beauty*  My  conversation  ahaU  be  as 
delightful,  but  my  smile  more  horrible 
than  imagination  can  conceive*^' 

Ada  Reis  heeded  not  what  was  pass- 
ing i  he  bad  entered  into  a  fierce  dis- 
pute with  several  learned  men. 

The  Book  of  Life  was  again  appealed 
to.  •*  There  is  but  one  copy  here," 
said  the  same  malignant  old  Ubrarian, 
whom  Ada  Reis  had  conversed  with 
in  the  morning. 

<  '*  I  will  fetch  it,"  cried  Ada  Reis ; 
**  ay,  and  I  will  see  this  king  of  terrors 
face  to  face.  I  will  read  in  the  Book 
of  Life,  though  millions  of  demons 
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should  oppose  my  passage !  Come  with 
me,  ye  disciples,  as  I  am,  of  evil :  we 
have  seen  the  beauties  and  wonders  of 
this  palace ;  let  us  now  look  upon  our 
king  himself." 

He  arose,  and  went  forward;  all 
cix>wded  after  him;  a  sudden  dark- 
ness enveloped  them.  The  chill  from 
a  newly-opened  vault  could  not  have 
occasioned  a  tremor  like  the  cold 
which  now  shocA:  every  limb  of  the 
terrified  guests:  they  remembered, 
each  of  them,  that  again  they  had 
failed  under  temptation — the  hour 
of  probation  was  passed;  darkness 
was  over  all;  none  can  conceive  the 
depth  of  that  darkness.  As  in  the 
silence  of  night  a  sleeping  city  is  at 
once  awakened  by  the  shrieks  of  the 
dying  when  a  sudden  fire  has  broken 
out  and  devours  whole  streets,  such 
horror  and  astonishment  came  upon 
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them.  Ada  Reis  started;  but  with 
desperate  courage  proceeded  on  his 
way — ^low  waiUngSt  convulsive  sobs, 
were  heard  around — ^the  stifled  groan, 
the  agonizing  sigh,  the  bursting  heart, 
every  where  betrayed  the  victims  of 
uncontrolled  passion,  lawless  ambi- 
tion, and  misused  talents.  The  bright 
aspiring  eye  of  genius  was  downcast, 
as  before  the  mind  of  each  individual 
appeared  his  past  life  in  full  review, 
^.nd  all  his  sins  bla2;oned  forth  with- 
out excuse  or  palliation.  Now  flames 
issued  from  the  vault,  a  dazzling  light 
broke  the  darkness,  and  again  deep 
darkness  followed  the  light,  till  the 
bewildered  brain  and  enfeebled  sight 
became  confiised.  Then  that  power, 
which  yet  upheld  them,  gave  way,  and 
they  fell  sinking  into  that  abyss,  where 
myriads  of  the  miserable  were  con- 
demned to  remain  in  an  eternity  of 
anguish,  falling  headlong  for  ever,  as 
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in  whiiliriDds  the  hot  sand  circled 
around  dieir  parched  bodies,  and  die 
cold  blast  pierced  their  unprotected 
luo^s — A  shrill  trumpet  aounded  atin- 
tervik;  it  aounded  the  funeral ofUfe^s 
Indies,  pieasiires,  and  iOiisioos. 


Ada  Rds  pursaed  his  coiirse-^-de- 
qpair  had  taken,  possession  crf'his  heart 
The  old  grej  librarian  still  guided 
him  on  his  way:  terrific  noises  now 
distncted  his  hearing;  sights  the  most 
di^fjustidg^  hnge»  and  extraordinaiy, 
crowded,  one  after  the  other,  before 
him ;  thou^t  travdied  with  such  speed 
through  Ins  brain,  that  incoherent  mad- 
ness could  alone  be  likened  to  it ;  yet 
consciousness  was  left  him.  ^  I  will 
read  in  the  Book  of  life,''  he  conti- 
nually cried;  '*  I  will  see  my  king  face 
to  face." 

Kabkarra  suddenly  reappeared ;  he 
laughed — that  laugh  grew  louder  and 
louder — one    prolonged    terrific   yell 
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then  issued  from  the  biurning  vault. 
^^Haily  Ada  Rei» !  Hail^  king !  hail,  em'- 
peror  of  the  whole  surrounding  scene  I** 
said  Kabkarra. 

The  various  noises,  the  crowding 
sights,  the  intense  heat  and  cold,  ceas« 
ed — ^Ada  Reis  gazed  as  upon  one  inter^ 
minable  sea;,  his  eye  seemed  strength- 
ened»  so  as  in  one  view  to  grasp  a  vast 
ocean  without  boundary ;  and  far>  far 
as  he  gazed,  all  shrouded,  all  cold,,  the 
wrecked,  the  dead  arose  sUeBitly  upon 
the  surface  of  that  still  water.  They 
all  mournfully  gazed  upon  the  gates 
of  fire  which  yet  concealed  the  bMraing 
vault,  the  only  point  o£  lajid  visible  in 
that  cold,  sttU,  never  varying  ocean. 

Issuing  from  that  vaults  a  voice  loud 
and  terrible  thus  addressed  the  muki- 
tnde:  ^*  Ciease,  wretched  beings!  to 
hope:  the  hour  is  past!  I  am  your  king; 
you  have  worshipped  me  on  earth,  you 
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have  Worshipped  me  here — ^fall  don 
and  tremble  before  my  feet !  Hail,  Adi 
Reisr 

The  massive  portals  opened^  and,  wide 
as  is  the  surface  of  the  heavens,  the 
Book  of  Truth  opened  upon  Ada  Rafl^i 
view, — every  leaf  was  bright  as  a  silver 
cloud,  or  the  shining  surface  of  a  lake, 
whilst  upon  each  page  was  written,  in 
distinct  characters  of  fire,  the  word  of 
the  Most  High.    It  was  suspended  ia 
the  centre,  and  the  atmosphere  around 
it  was  serenely  calm ;   rescued  souk, 
still  performing  penance,    supported 
the   leaves;    with  eyes    averted    and 
raised  towardsheaven,  they  prayed  eter- 
nally for  the  condemned ;   whilst  fire 
and  smoke  enveloped  the  evil.    The 
condemned  within  the  immeasurable 
depth  of  the  area  crowded  together, 
all  wailing  and  imploring  for  release 
from  pain.    That  release  was  granted. 
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They  were  now  silent^  and  from  a  di- 
stance stood  mournfully  gazing  upon 
the  sacred  book ;  their  breaking  hearts 
and  sorrowing  eyes  were  all  fixed  upon 
its  glorious  promises,  with  the  conscious- 
ness that  they  had  contemned,  disbe- 
lieved, and  rejected  its  commands. 

The  bad  angels,  though  not  per- 
mitted to  approach  and  touch  the  book,, 
surrounded  it  with  flames  of  fire^  which 
they  breathed  from  their  nostrils  and 
mouths,  vainly  endeavouring  to  darken 
apd  consume  its  pages;  but»  like  a 
stream  of  light  athwart  the  darkness, 
it  remained  unobscured.  Condulmar 
nowentered;  and  with  a  form  which  had 
not  yet  lost  all  its  orfginal  lustre^  took 
his  post,  and  pointed  to  the  sacred  vo- 
lume  with  a  mournful  air.  The  mon- 
arch of  that  abode  appeared  not. 

Whilst  Ada  Reis  pondered  upon  this 
fearful  and  unexpected  scene,  his  feet 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

Whilst  these  hardened  victims  were 
suffering  the  punishment  of  their  crimes, 
impenitence,  and  want  of  faith,  Kor- 
monda  was  borne  away  by  the  good 
spirit,  through  all  the  terrors  and  dan- 
gers of  that  mysterious  gulf  which  se- 
parates  the  living  from  the  dead. 

**  Have  mercy  and  save  me !"  she 
cried,  starting  from  visions  of  agony 
^nd  sorrow  which  pursued  her,  when, 
Eipon  opening  her  eyes„  she  found  her- 
self in  an  Indian  hut,  surrounded  by 
H^thful  Indians,  who  were  endeavour- 
to  soothe  her  pain,  and  administer 
to  her  fainting  frame.    "  Where 
-!?•'  she  cried,  gazing  wildly  around 
Was  all  she  had  felt,  then,  but 
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a  dream?  Could  the  human  mind  have 
pictured  that  which  she  had  seen! 
And  was  she  still  on  earth,  saved,  by  the 
care  of  Providence,  from  that  tremen- 
dous  earthquake  which  had  destroyed 
so  many  others?  What  was  the  truth 
she  knew  not.  Never  more  did  she 
see  Condulmar  or  Ada  Reis ;  never 
more  did  she  re-enter  the  ruined  city 
of  Lima.  Far  away  from  all  she  bad 
loved,  she  sought,  in  a  lone  country, 
ibr  a  sacred  asylum— she  dedicated  her 
heart  to  her  Creator;  she  studied  by 
day  and  by  night  to  subdue  in  herself 
every  selfish  and  weak  feeling — and 
she  succeeded. 

In  the  course  of  time  a  pious  mis- 
sionary,  who  chanced  to  pass  near  her 
humble  dwelling,  hearing  of  her  great 
piety,  called  upon  her  to  be  baptized, 
and  converted  her  to  the  true  faith: 
then,  with  tears  of  gratitude,  she  blessed 
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he  mercy  of  her  Redeemer,  and  prayed 
;he  heart's  prayer  of  the  penitent.  Her 
jole  object,  with  respect  to  others, 
was  to  do  good  j  and,  for  herself,  her 
sole  employment  was  to  repent  her 
past  offences,  and  to  amend  her  life. 
She  lived  the  remainder  of  her  days 
alone.  Peace  at  length  returned  to  her 
sufiering  heart ;  and  when  she  died, 
she  died  in  the  hope  that  she  had 
been  of  use,  that  she  was  beloved  and 
regretted  by  her  fellow-creatures,  and 
forgiven  by  that  Being  who  delights  in 
mercy,  and  to  whom  she  commended 
her  spirit. 
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^ce  of  Honth^  ^accas;  in  tk] 
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Hk  in  flame  and  desdation.    Thus 
Js  the  history  of  Ada  Beis ! 
Ye,  of  whatsoever  countiy^  age,  or 
iB^who  have  accompanied  me  through 
leie  pages,  attend  to  the  moral  of 
a^jem^     Kabkarra  is  every  where,  ever 
^^«tive,  ever  zealous,  ever  lying  in  wait 
K^d  watching  for  his  jprey.    But,  for 
^  ihose  who  will  listen  to  his  voice,  Ze* 
^Tfthir  is  «till  at  hand  to  rescue  and  to 
m  pave.    There  is  no  seduction  so  allur- 
^  ing,  that  he  will  not  enable  the  senses 
I  to  resist  it ;  no  danger  so  appalling,  that 
,    he  will  not  animate  the  soul  to  brave 
it;  no  situation  so  lost  and  miserable 
that  those  who  will  listen  to  his  exhort- 
ations may  not  extricate  and  retrieve 
themselves  from  it. 

The  resolution  and  energy  which  his 
lessons  inspire  can,  by  sure  but  slow 
degrees,  raise  and  elevate  to  the  sum* 
mit  of  happiness  and  of  honour. 
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Arise,  ere  it  be  too  late — the  fateot 
man  is  in  the  will  of  man.  The  good 
spirit  will  confirm  the  resolute,  and 
embolden  the  bold ;  but  the  timid  and 
the  feeble  voluntarily  deliver  them- 
selves over  to  Kabkarra. 

Look  then,  into  your  own  heart  j 
repent,  and  pray ;  beware  of  the  fate 
of  AdaReis;  for,  however  seductive  the 
paths  of  pleasure,  however  delightful 
the  palace,  the  banquets,  and  the  song 
of  the  tempter,  remember  that,  step  by 
step,  they  lead  to  the  gate  of  the  burn- 
ing vault,  over  which  it  is  written — 

^'  Lasoiate  ogni  speranza  roi  ch'  intrate." 
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Note  1,  page  5. 
Bird  of  the  mountains. 
Condottr  ou  Condor, — La  r6^on  que  Ton 
peut  n^arder  comme  le  s6jour  habituel  de  cet 
oiseau  commence  k  une  hauteur  ^gale  k  celle 
de  TEtna^  et  comprend  des  couches  d'air  61e- 
v^s  de  seize  cents  k  trois  mille  toises  au-dessus 
du  niveau  de  la  mer.     La  caverne  (Machay) 
d'AntisanUy  situ6e  vis-^vis  la  montagne  de 
ChussulongOy  et  de  laquelle  nous  mesurames 
rdseau  planant,  est  61ev6e  de  deux  mille  quatre 
cent  quatre-vingt  treize  toises  au-dessus  du 
niyeau  du  grand  oc6an.     Ainsi  la  hauteur  ab- 
Bcdue  que  le  condor  atteignoit  ^toit  de  trois 
milk  six  cent  trente-neuf  toises ;  Id.,  le  baro- 
m^tre  se  soutient  d-peine  k  douze  pouces. 
Cest  un  ph^nomene  physiologique  assez  re- 
marquable,  que  ce  meme  oiseau^  qui^  pendant 
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ipani.  SinvantluijChimbo-IlafOysignifie 
de  Tautre  bord;  parce  qu'^au  village 
I   Cfaimbo,  en  vue  de  T^norme  monlagne 
de  ndlges,  on  passe  un  ruisseau. — 
au  de  la  Nature,  p.  74,  192. — Hum- 

T. 


Note  3,  page  8. 
^  *  Alia  AcbaVy  I  faintly  repeated. 

*"  In  better  times,  **  when  a  wy tch  on  a  broom- 
^Slick  seeing  her  friend  the  devil  sailing  through 
^the  air,  advanced  familiarly  to  meet  him,  a 
^Kdiop,  whom  she  had  not  perceived,  riding 
^irtatelilyonhisback,  exclaimed,  "Ave  Maria,'' 
^  wUdi  so  frightened  her  broomstick  that  she 

•  "got  a  fall.'' — See  the  ballad  of  Bishop  Athen- 

*  dius. 
The  condor,  undoubtedly,  if  he  had  under. 

stood  Arabic  would  have  kicked  up :  it  is  not 
the  author's  fault  that  he  was  ignorant  of  the 
language. 
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11. 

wmdsingmth 

At  ^aii  €f  tie  storm. 

k  b  poRHiHe,  to  seethe 

Tkre  b  m  wond^fullj 

<af  ksr^vluch  the  traiislaUff 

s  Tw  laace  vss  pennitted  to  look 
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dnNii^pimdoQt  les[»iii- 
ae  aimiiaac  dagfc»  k  ham  Canada,  Dans 
«s  ^Bifrok  A  miflre  a  600  Tei]ges  de  large,  et 
ifc  cbxK  est  lif  142  paeds.  Entre  les  chutes, 
X  J  A  ^OK  pfti«  Se ;  W  saui  qui  est  du  cote 
S^  E:a£:><2xbs.  i  16S  pieds  de  hauteur  per- 
'j%;q^-^'*riViiTv>  sur  un  quan  de  Ueue  de  large. 
&ks  :2e  siiEini:  depandre  retonnement  que 
r,Ti  ^protiTt  en  vovani  cetie  enorme  masse 
i^aui  tooiKy  5ur  une  nxhe  calcaire  tres- 
ViiiMh?*  durvJe  pur  des  particules  de  sable 
v^uirtAUX*  d"ou  eiie  rejaillit  a  une  grande 
iiJtuU'-Lir*  ofcang^re  en  ecume  qui  la  fait  paraiter 
Kiache  cvuime  la  neige.     La  vapeur  qui  s'cn 
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exhale  Hancie  en  hrouillardfl  ven  le  del, 
B^aper^oit  de  dnq  fieues,  et  les  rayoofl  du 
soleil  J  produsent  un  superbe  are-eiMael.  Le 
fainiit  qu^eDe  fait  est  tel,  qu'^d  plus  de  six  lieues 
il  se  fait  encore  entendre  oomme  oeltd  de  vingt 
tonnerres  Ma^fois.  II  se  forme,  aprte  la  chute 
du  fleuYC,  des  tourfailkms  d^eau  si  terribles, 
qu'^on  ne  pent  j  navigue,  qu^d  deux  Ueues  de 
distance.  Au  pied  de  la  cascade,  on  trouve 
des  mooceaux  de  paissoos  et  des  tas  d^anguilks 
entrdao6es  les  unes  arec  les  mitie^^-^U Europe 
et  PJmhique  compariaj  p.  106. 
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